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Homecoming court starts to narrow Wednesday

Mayra Salazar
Sta Writer
mayra.salazar@talonmarks.com

to seven.

“We start counting the ballots as soon they’re in on
ursday and post the results that same night,” Nancy

Bonilla, Student A airs technician, said.

e elections for the 2010 ASCC Homecoming
Court, starting this Wednesday and continuing until
ursday, will be the rst step in deciding this year’s
Cerritos College Homecoming Queen.
Currently, there are 29 women running, but by
ursday night, the large group will be narrowed down

activities”

She continued, “We notify the [women] right away
in order to meet Friday to discuss further homecoming

In order to be eligible to run for homecoming court,
a student must have a minimum 2.0 GPA, be enrolled in
at least ve units and, contrary to popular belief, does

not have to represent a club.

“Many candidates this year,” nine, to be exact, “are
running independently,” Bonilla said.
Some students are voting based on the club each

candidate represents.

“l don't know any of [the candidates], so I'll prob-
ably vote for Samantha [Shepherd] because I'm a psy-

Windy Herman Bay, computer science major,

ballot]”

gushed, “Vote for Christina Leyva! She’s No. 7 [on the

Students with valid school IDs can support the

chology major,” student Amanda Lopez said of the Psy-

chology Club candidate.

Others are more passionate about the elections.

CERRITOS STUDENTS FEEL EFFECTS OF LIVING IN BELL

they have all been a ected by the situation that has unfolded in Bell.

Stephanie Romero
Sta Writer
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public in July.
e city of Bell's former city manager,

mayor and city council members attended
court last Wednesday, and have been under
arrest since last Tuesday, due to involvement
in a corruption scandal that has le residents
feeling cheated out of thousands of dollars.
“My family and | have known the mayor
for about 14 to 15 years. Along with my par-
ents, | feel betrayed by him because he took
advantage of many people and he would say
he did so much for the community when he
really didn't,” said music major Jose Gutierrez.
Robert Rizzo, the former city manager,
whose salary was overseen by former Mayor

Reuters online.
Other Bell

activities.

Oscar Hernandez, became an indicator of
the abuse when the media released informa-
tion regarding his annual salary to the general

Rizzo received $457,000 more than what
he would typically receive from the city of
Glendale, his former employer, as stated by

residents,
as computer science major Luis
Meza, feel students, speci cally,
were robbed of funding crucial
to maintaining extracurricular

I1lustration by Stephanié Romero & Gregory Horsey/TM
Student scorn: Cerritos College students Jose Guiterrez (left), Alberto Lazaro (center) and Carlos Osorio (right) all reside in Bell. Along with their families,

Overstepping boundaries

to be in.

such

“When | was in high school,
many programs were cut short due to
the budget. Students had to pay to be
involved in activities, such as music,

art, sports and any social clubs, they wanted

e school couldn't fund the budget and
the city couldn’t provide enough money. We're
supposed to be able

See: Bell Page 2

Source: The Los Angeles Times

candidate(s) of their choosing by voting Wednesday or

ursday from9a.m.to 2 p.m., or5p.m.to 8 p.m., atei-

ther the Social Science patio, food court patio or Health

Late Cal

Science walkway.

Grants

have majority of
students waiting

JimBrannon
Sta Writer
jim.brannon@talonmarks.com

e Financial Aid Department
was not able to provide disburse-
ments to Cerritos students who
were awarded Cal Grants for the fall
semester last Friday as a result of a
state budget stalemate.

California has gone three
months without adopting a new
budget, failing to deliver to the
state's community colleges $840
million in funding.

Veronica Castro,
account techni-
cian for the
Financial
Aid De-
partment,
said that
if the bud-
get was
passed
today, the
process
would  take
around one
month before the
Cal Grants reach Cer-
ritos College.

“Disbursals were supposed to
happen [Sept. 24] and they didn't”
Castro said.

Concerning the delay, John
Nunes, business major, said that,
“ eyde nitely needto get straight-
ened out up in Sacramento.

“ ings are all screwed up over
there, apparently. Especially edu-
cation and bene ts toward people
trying to get an education,” Nunes
said.

Of the three di erent Cal Grant
types, two are directed toward com-
munity colleges like Cerritos; Cal
Grant B and Cal Grant C.

Castro explained the circum-
stances surrounding each grant.

“ edi erence between both is
Cal Grant B is for students that are
going to get their associates degree
and/or transfer, and Cal Grant C is
for students that are coming for a
vocational education, so they're just
coming to get a certi cate.

“ e di erence is money: C
is much smaller than the

Cal grant B”

John An-
thony, English
major, said,
“For the
people who
worked
hard, to

get where
theyre at
right now

and get their

Cal Grant, and

for the govern-

ment to push that
aside is really messed

up.

“As students, [we] should speak
up to the people that are in Sacra-
mento," Anthony said.

Students that are interested in
obtaining a Cal Grant will need to
ful 1l the requirements.

Cal Grants have two deadlines
one on March 2 that applies to the
upcoming fall semester, and anoth-
er on Sept. 2.

See: Grants Page 2

Anti-abortion group lands on the Cerritos College campus

Laura Chau/TM
Surviving: Team member Daniel Rivera spent most of the day explaining the ef-
fects of abortions at Cerritos College. One of the facts that was presented was that
more than 500 babies are aborted a day in the United States.
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Survivors, an anti-abortion
group, set up stands around cam-
pus last Tuesday informing students
about the e ects of abortion.

Members of the group handed
out vyers and tabloids with various
nationwide abortion statistics.

Campus Outreach  Director
Kristine Garza said, “We go to col-
lege campuses to educate about
abortion in the hopes that people

will realize what abortion does to
babies and to women, and that,
hopefully, they’ll choose life”

Team members, such as Dan-
iel Rivera, spent the day providing
several statistics to students, such as
the statistic that 53 million babies
were Killed in the U.S. last year, av-
eraging 500 babies on a daily basis.

Rivera also mentions that the
group received mixed reactions
from students that walked by and
observed the displays, which fea-
tured pictures of unborn fetuses and
illustrations of the abortion process.

“So far, people have been inter-
ested and some people don't really
like us, so they’ll give us rude re-
marks or they might want to learn
more about it,” Rivera said.

Garza adds, “Many people are
thankful that we're here and educat-
ing what this does.

“Many people know what abor-
tion is, but when you see the visual,
that really makes it click”

She also mentioned that stu-
dents that were sitting on the hill in
Falcon Square claimed they could
not eat a er seeing the many signs

being displayed.

Garza said that Cerritos was
a stop on what is called a “Cam-
pus Life Tour,” a nationwide tour
that Survivors takes part in, visit-
ing schools such as San Bernardino
Valley College, Cypress College and
Santa Monica College.

Later that day, two community
service o cers approached Garza’s
group and informed them that they
had been receiving complaints of
“pushing and shoving” around the
group’s stands.

See: Abortion Page 3
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