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Students matter: Yesenia Concepeion and fellow
students protest prior to the Faculty Senate meeting.

“Jory BERUMES/TM

JoEY BERUMEN
Staff writer
joey.berumen@talonmarks.com

The recent struggle for the ASCC-
appointed student member to be part of
the full-time faculty employment selec-
tion committee has ended Tuesday after
the Faculty Senate voted that the student
member would be optional.

The vote arrived after several weeks
of students, ASCC members and faculty
voiced their opinions and debated on
whether or not to include a non-voting
student member on the hiring comumit-
tee; many of the students and faculty were
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present during the final vote. Most arrived
early holding signs in hopes of encourag-
ing the Faculty Senate to vote in favor of
the students.

The final results were: eight votes man-
datory involvement, 12 votes for optional
student involvenent and five votes for no
student participation,

“Tt was the least we could have expect-
ed, that is how they decided to vote, we
fust have to work with it,” said ASCC Vice
President, Rosa Castaneda,

lhe vote did not cowne with any ease
and it was under constant debate up un-
til the very end. Several Facully Senate
members lashed out as to how exactly the

votes were to be counted. Were the votes
to be disseminated ta the individual rep-
resentatives in each department, or was
there supposed to be one overall vote that
was supposed to speak for its respective
Jepartment?

Debra Moore, President of the Facuity
Senate, said she could not give a straight
answer as to how they were to vote. So
while there was no consensus on how ex-
acily to vote, it led many departments to
vote in an unorthodox fashion,

Debbije Johnson, the physical educa-
tion major adviser, said she voted three
different times, voting mandatory, op-
tional and no to fully represent the feel-

ber now optional

ings of the physical education depart-
ment. “Voting no, had nothing to do with
us as a department not wishing for the
students’ success. We just didn't feel that
the vote would impede with student suc-
cess,” she added.

Despite the uncertain process, the
ASCC and students still look at this as a
partial win. “It's a compromise, it’s a win,
win,” said senate member Terrell Berry.

“If they felt that strong about it they
would have voted differently. I am just
very proud of the students, and I encour-
age students to be there during the hiring
comimittees when called upon,” added
Castaneda,

Wi-Fiis
put on

hold

FRANK GONZALEZ
Staff writer
frank.gonzalez@talonmarks.com

Free Wi-ti Internet, which has
become a comunon staple at cam-
puses nationwide, remains an un-
answered, if not delayed, question
mark at Cerritos College.

Although Internet services are
offered and provided at the Cer-
ritos College Campus library stu-
dents still remain unable to access
a campus-wide Wi-Fi connection.

Steve Kim, commnissioner of
technology, stated, “We're doing
our best to work out the kinks in
the service so that students can gain
access to a {ree and secure connec-
tion.”

Although the topic has re-
mained on the minds of members
of the Information Technology
Standards Committee, issues have
remained concerning the Wi-Fi
connections securilty and vulner-
ability.

lhe program, which had been
making progress, recently took a
step back when a delay was encoun-
tered with the campus-wide intro-
duction of Windows 7, which, ac-
cording to Kim, “has caused delays
concerning security issues.”

Despite these issues, however,
students seem optimistic that the
Wi-Fi will be up in the near future.

Robert Ruiz, engineering ma-
jor, said, “T don't mind that it’s not
up yet but when we finally get free
campus-wide Wi-Fi, it’s going to
make things so much easier”

With a meeting scheduled for
Friday, the committee has made it
a point to address and resolve these
issues in its upcoming agenda,

Because of the unfortunate set-
backs with the campus-wide free
Wi-Fi connection students have
been encouraged to use the campus
library’s Wi-Fi connection which is
still being offered and currently has
1o issues regarding security or vul-
nerability.
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Under the hood: Firemen gather to end a burning engine in a car oo Tuesday in Lot C-10. The result of the fire was unknown.

Student flees from her burning vehicle

A car catches fire in the
C-10 parking lot on
Tuesday.

Erierd Koulzons
News Editor
News@atalonmarks.com

A 1998 Chrysler Lebaron unexpected-
ly caught on fire in the C-10 parking lot at
around 11 a.m. on Tuesday and was forced to
be exhausted by firemen.

Undecided major Frin Ponce parked her
convertible and was applying her make-up
when she saw smoke coming out of the hood
of her car.

In an attempt to get out of her car as soon
as possible in fear of what could happen, she
left her keys in the car and had locked the door.

She said, “(The police and firemen) had ‘o
bust the window open”

When the fire department arrived, the
campus police and Traflic Conirol Officers

blocked off the area and were not letting any-
one get near the site.

Firefighters then resorted to popping open
the hood and putting out the engine that was
on fire.

Once the Are was put out, they busted the
window open in order to retrieve the keys and
allow Ponce to remove her remaining articles
from her car.

Firefighter Anthony Madrid stated that
when the fire Jepartment arrived at the scene,
the engine compariment was fully involved
with fire, the car was determined a total loss
and the origin of the fire was undetermined
but no one was hurt.

Anthropology major Jessica Rojas saw the
firefighters arrive and watched them put out
the fire in Ponce’s car,

“Once they finished putting it out there
was so much smoke everywhere. You just saw
this big white and grey cloud over the parking
lot,” she said.

Though fircfighters could not determine
what the origin of the fire was, Ponce claimed
the car had not been giving her any trouble

lately and doubted that it had over heated.

“It has been working fine,” she said, “It just
kind of happened out of nowhere.”

She admitted she was extremely upset that
this even happened. What she was most upset
about was that she had a test at the same time
and she would no longer be able to make it.

See Fire Page 2

MICHAEL AGupo/
Blazin’: The engine fire was finally exhausted by
firemen. The cause of the fire was unknown and the
car is beyond vepair according to firemen.

Franco
chooses

Grimaldo
for VP

Felipe Grimaldo is
up for VP nomina-
tion after Rosa Cas-
taneda resigns.

JOEY BERUMEN
Staff writer
joeyberumen@talonmarks.com

Oscar Franco, ASCC president,
has nominated student trustee Fe-
lipe Grimaldo as new ASCC vice
president.

Although the nomination is
pending Grimaldo’s grades and pa-
perwork, all sipns point to him be-
ing the next ASCC Vice President.

"After observing multiple can-
didates, I think that Felipe is best
suited for the job,” Franco said.

Grimaldo, who will serve as
both the student trustee on the
board of trustees and the ASCC
vice president, is already an inte-
gral part of the Cerritos College
campus, serving as president for
the Student Veterans Club and a
member of the art society.

“Iam all about Cerritos College,
it embraces me and I'm embracing
back,” said Grimaldo.

Grimaldo, having so many
things on his table, is confident that
his prior commitments won't take
away from his doing his jobs cor-
rectly.

“Since I already have to be at the
senate meeting, it would be easier
for me to fulfill my responsibilities,’
Grimaldo added.

This ASCC vice president nom-
ination comes directly after the
current vice president, Rosa Cas-
taneda,

See Grimaldo Page 2
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