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Cerritos
remains
cautious
of HIN1

MEGAN WINTERS
Opirion Editor
megan.winters@talonmarks.com

Student Health Services will be
offering HIN1 vaccines to the stu-
dents of Cerritos. 'The date is not
set, but Student Health Services are
anticipating the end of October.

Approximately 3000 vaccines
will be available, There will be no
fee for the services. Students will
have to read a consent and sign.

2009 HIN1 is a new influenza
virus that is spreading from per-
son-to-person.

HIN! {also known as “swine
flu”) was first detected in people in
the United States in April 2009, and
has hit people globally.

HINE flu has caused a greater
disease burden in people younger
than 25 years of age.

There are various methods in
protecting yourself from the flu, ac-
cording 1o CDC Center for Disease
Control. There are 3 steps to follow,
those include. Take time to get vac-
cinated. Take everyday preventive
actions and take flu antiviral drugs
if recommended.

There are two different vaccines,
one is for seasonal flu and the other
is strictly for the HIN1 virus.

The vaccinations will take place
in the gym.

Taking the HINI vaccine will
help build up immunity from the
flu.

CDC expresses how severe the
flu virus can be, “Each year, in the
United States, on average 36,000
people die from flu-related com-
plications and more than 200,000
are hospitalized from flu-related
causes.’
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Sob faiv: Students gather information of particular jobs during lust Tuesday’s job fair.

Job fair becomes essential in economic struggle

JEANMICHEL RODRIGUEZ
Staff Writer
jeanmichel rodriguez@talonmarks.com

A bigger-than-expected turnout mrarked
the Career Services Center’s Fall Job Fair last
Tuesday.

More than 25 employers from places such
as Target and the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment set up tables along the library sidewalk
in order to meet with a steady stream of job
seekers from Cerritos College and the general
public.

The free event, which ran from 9:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m., was coordinated by Student Place-
ment Specialist Christina lhe.

“The fair went very well,” she said. “We had
a lot more people {than previous fairs) who
carue to attend.” She placed the number of job

seekers at “roughly over 500, with a larger
amount of non-students than before.

‘The added that local television news sta-
tions covired the fair for the first time in the
event’s hittory. She also believes that live re-
porting by Fox 11 helped inform the public
about the ;ob fair,

“I understand it brought someone from
Riverside,” she said.

Univis;on also covered the fair for a later
broadcast.

Aya Abelon, the college’s Coordinator of
Media Releases was in charge of alerting the
public abcut the job fair,

“We've never had this much turnouwt,
Abelon confirmed. “It’s just a reflection of the
times”

For mzny attending the fair, inding work
has indeed been difhcult.
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“It's been awful,” said court reporting ma-
jor Tehani Kaalekahi. “I've been unemployed
for over a year. I've gotten interviews for two
percent of all the applications I've fhiled out”

Of those interviews, she said, they either
required her to “drive 20 miles” as a commute
or “take a 20 percent pay cut”

“T have an associates in Business and a
bachelor’s in Justice Administration and this is
what [ get?” Kaalekahi asked. .

Lakewood resident Michael Quinn’s {rus-
tration was similar.

“I was laid off back in February from Ma-
cy’s” he said. “U was involved with Operations
and Logistics. Of the 7,500 (employees that
were laid off at that time), 7,200 of them were
in my beat”
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Shakeout
drill waits
for spring

IvoNNE BURCIAGA
Staff Writer
venne.burciaga@talonmarks.com

Cerritos College’s plans on par-
ticipating on the Great California
ShakeOut Earthquake prepared-
ness drill have been partially post-
poned.

The purpose of the drill accord-
ing to ShakeQOut.org is to “practice
how to protect ourselves during
earthquakes, and to get prepared at
work, school, and home.”

Cerritos College is susceptible
to earthquakes especially because
it hives right on the active San An-
drea’s Fault.

ShakeQut stresses the impor-
tance of getting ready, last year
about 5.5 million Southern Cali-
fornians participated, the event is
establistied to happen on the third
Thursday of October each year,

Wednesday at 10:15 a.m, many
businesses, facilities and schools in
California participating in the drill
will be experiencing a 30-minute
long alarm in which Californtans
are asked 1o “drop, cover and hold”
as if experiencing an earthquake,

During that time, the Great
California ShakeOut requires the
sounding of evacuation alarms for
30 minutes.

Unfortunately, at Cerritos, some
faculty and students will be pinned
to final exams for nine-week class-
es.

The decision to postpone the
drill came in consideration of those
students, they can’t be interrupted

by loud alarms during their finals.

See Shakeout Page 4

SHEILA OLALZ
Staff Writer
sheila.claizatalonmarks.com

¢ Lauren Castaneda, ISA

+  Evie Mendoza, Student Veterans
Club

»  Suzette Vega, Phi Theta Kappa

the first of the two-week homecom-
ing events took place on Oct. 13 in the
Student Center. All seven women of the
2009 Homecoming Court were formally-
intioduced.

»  liffany Gaskin, BSU

»  Monica Reyes, Court Reporting

s June Romo, independent

+  Sana Khan, ASET

Each woman had her moment to
shine on stage.

They were announced individually
and introduced to the audience.

Standing at the microphone, each
woman would draw a random question
out & basket, then having to give the an-
swer right then and there.

Homecoming court gets introduced

Gaskin, who is in the process of writ-
ing a book and hopes to transfer to UC
Riverside, was asked, “If you won the lot-
tery of $60 million, what would you do
with the money?”

She replied, “T would build us a new
church, since the backside of it was
burned in a fire a few years ago, buy my
mom a house, help my school because my
school has helped me so much, give mon-
ey to charity and definitely go shopping”

See Homecoming Page 4
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