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VP takes
control of
iFALCON

Fee
remains
at $16

Castaneda is in the
process of forming
an iFALCON club.

ELIETH KOULZONS

News Editor
news@talonmarks.com

An error was pirnted in last
week's issue of Talon Marks regard
ing the health fee increase.
The health fee did not increase
by $10.
So in fact, the health fee has
only increased $2 from the previ
ous price of $14.
The proposal for the increase of
the fee was presented to several de
partments on campus including the
ASCC and the Board of Trustees,
which later approved the increase.
The school would not be ca
pable of increasing the fee by more
than $3.
Therefore, if Cerritos decided to
make another health fee increase, it
would only be $ 1 more.
Student Health Services Coor
dinator Nancy Montgomery stated
that the increase was necessary be
cause the Student Health Services
Center is funded solely by student
helth fees; it does not receive mon
ey from the district, unless a grant
is written.
lhe money from the increase
will be used to meet a higher de
mand of needed supplies.
"My first semester, the center
only tended to about 20-30 pa
tients. T r i e second semester, it was
seeing about 50-60 patients," Mont
gomery said.
Now in her second year, she
added that the student health cen
ter tends to about 90-100 students
a day.
"That is why I have to person
ally go out and find 3-4 companies
to try to bargain which one will
provide the most supplies at the
cheapest price," she said.
Montgomery believes the in
crease comes to a benefit for stu
dents. Not only has the number of
students being seen a day increased,
but several progams have been es
tablished in order to provide even
further help for them.
Programs such as the Family
PACT program and the Pound by
Pound program have been estab
lished this year. Services such as
free pap smears, birth control, STD
checks, and dietary services are
now available to student.
The student health center tries
to provide great services at a low
price, Montgomery said.
Other clinics and hospitals
would have charged a lot, but the
student health center offers stu
dents consultations for free and the
medications prescribed do not ex
ceed more than $2-$4.

RICK

GOMEZ

Editor-in-Chief
editor@talonmarks.com

ASCC Vice President Rosa Cas
taneda will assume responsibilities
of iFALCON this semester after be
ing launched by former ASCC Pres
ident Michael Barrita in Spring.
Castaneda has teamed up with
English professor Stephen Clifford
to innovate iFALCON as a premier
program for students at Cerritos
College.
"The goal is to ensure that iF
ALCON is institutionalized at Cer
ritos College and it's not just a flash
in the pan or a quick trend that
goes away," Clifford said.
Castaneda is in the process of
setting up an iFALCON club that
will produce fundraisers for the iF
alcon schol
arship.
L a s t
year,
the
scholarships
were
able
to raise ap
proximately
$1500, ac
ASCCVP
cording
to
ROSA
CASTANEDA
Castaneda.
W i t h
the club, Castaneda plans to raise
more money this semester and is
also looking to alter the criteria for
the scholarship, allowing more stu
dents to qualify for it.
The front page on iFALCON's
website has also been modified and
includes updated videos of Cas
taneda and ASCC President Oscar
Franco speaking about the pro
gram.
Castaneda explained the im
portance of iFalcon for students,
"These (acronyms) totally make a
big difference. All of students don't
know about it though, " Castaneda
said.
"We want to make 'Habits of
Mind' a real habit for students,"
Clifford said.
Popular social networks like
Twitter and Facebook are also be
ing promoted and implemented to
the program to reach the ultimate
goal of spreading the iFALCON
word to students, Castaneda said.
She is looking to delegate the
task of updating these social net
works to club members.
Castaneda and Clifford, along
with other faculty members, have
created a taskforce.
See iFALCON Page 2
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C h i r p ! : Cerritos will be offering a service alert called ALERTU, a mass notification system that will only be used in emergency

situations.

Cerritos alerts 2 ur phone
MEGAN

Opinion

WINTERS

Editor

megan.winters@talonmarks.com

Chief of police Richard Bukowieki and
Vice President of Student Services Stephen
Johnson introduced ALERTU 'to the students
and staff at Cerritos College at the Faculty
Senate meeting on last Tuesday at 11 a.m.
ALERTU is a mass notification system that

will only be used in emergency situations such
as natural disasters, transportation disasters,
and any event that can impact students and
staff at Cerritos in a harmful way.
After the shooting at Virginia Tech, all col
lege campuses around the U.S. have looked for
a more effective way to get the message out to
their student about any emergency issues, and
Cerritos .College has found the tool to make
it easier for their students and staff to get the

message.
There are other methods to finding out
information on emergencies at Cerritos, Bu
kowieki explains how ALERTU is beneficial,
"We have different options in place, but its one
piece of the big picture to get people to infor
mation as quickly as possible."
The text messages will be sent out through
Cerritos College campus police. Ihis system
will expand the police department's ability to
See A L E R T U Page 2

Fine Arts division suffers from thefts
JOEY B E R U M E N

Staff

writer

joey.berumen@talonmarks.com

There have been more than five
different thefts on campus within
the past week.
Property that ranges from back
packs, to money and teaching sup
plies, have been reported stolen.

All of the thefts have been re
ported in the theatre and Music De
partments.
On Monday, there was an indi
vidual (non-student) that somehow
made his way behind a desk in a fac
ulty member's office.
When confronted, he had no
answers to indicate he had any
business being on campus and pro

O O B

ceeded to leave quickly after the
incident.
"It has truly become a sad state,
with budget cuts and the economy
being the way it is, it is sad what
some people have to resort to dur
ing these hard times," said Rose
mary Medina, secretary of the Mu
sic Department.

On Tuesday, there was a mass
e-mail sent out to help restore the
security on campus from Dean of
Fine arts Connie Mayfield.
"I contacted all members of
faculty and staff, informed them of
the thefts and gave suggestions on
how to make faculties more secure,"
Mayfield said.
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Student Activities
Office offers tickets
to Knott's, movies
able to enjoy the rides at Knott's by
using
their student discount.
X.
*
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. •i
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alnas.zia@talonmarks.com
"We just thought that it was go
ing to be a good idea for this facility
Knott's Berry Farm tickets will to be available to students," Jones
now be available to Cerritos College said.
students and staff members, in ad
There is no limit on the number
-V'- t
s * X *#**• I* •• >
dition to movie
of tickets that
tickets, at a spe
can be pur
cial discounted
chased
and
price.
the students
The
tickets
can also buy
are now on sale
tickets
for
at the student
their
family
v
activities
office
and friends.
for $28 for adults
"It is re
and $20 for chil
ally nice that
dren.
Whereas
they are sell
the actual ticket
ing the tickets
prices range from
for such a low
$52.99 to $41.99
price, espe
if
purchased
Karan Dhungana
cially in times
from
Former Cerritos College student
of a budget
MLGAN
1M directly
Knott's.
E v e n l o n g e r l i n e s : Students have to wait in line outside the Admissions and Records Building to see a counselor even longer now that counselors have had their hours
crisis. I wish
cut. Whether it may be for enrollment, class schedules, or transfer issues, students have no choice but to deal with the longer lines so that they may be seen.
This idea has
they
had
been
materialstarted selling
ized due to the efforts of Secretary these tickets when I was a student,"
of Judicial Affairs Nikki Jones and said Karan Dhungana, a former
Director of Student Activities Holly Cerritos College student.
Bogdanovich.
MEGAN WINTERS
Peer
counsel
advisers'
hours
had
been
cut
vices, explains, "Every community college re
Movie tickets are also still avail
They wanted the students to be able for $6 each.
Opinion Editor
sponds to the budget crises in different ways. down as well.
megan. win ters@taion
marks.com
Peer counselor Diana Gonzales express
I highly value all of our part-time counselors;
es her thoughts on this issue, "It gets hard at
this was only a response to the cut."
The Cerritos College part-time counseling
Chomiak, who has been dean of counseling times with not only our hours being cut and
staff has been hit with cuts in hours due to the for more than three years, is very upset for the the large amount of students we take care of,
budget cuts in California.
but I always come to work with a smile and I'm
loss of her "wonderful part-time staff."
Continuedfrom Page I
State funding has been cut at all UC, CSU,
She has expected a staggering 60 to 62 per ready to help anyone who needs my help."
The taskforce is open to the with a new web site and bookmarks
and community college campuses.
Because it will be a while until the economy
cent cut in matriculation funds.
public, including students and fac handed out in the bookstore pro
l h e cut has affected Cerritos College ma
Although the part-time counselors have gets on track, there has been several studenttriculation funds the worst, which had effect lost hours, Chomiak has helped to keep coun friendly ways to proceed in a quicker process ulty, and will meet twice a month, moting it.
starting July 1.
every first and third Monday.
Toward the end of the semes
selors hours as much during "peak time," due to the new changes.
Matriculation is the process where students which would be considered registration time,
The first meeting will be on Aug. ter, the promotion of the campaign
Boardroom counseling is a group of multi
get through enrollment. Those areas include but may have to cut back more after enroll ple students to be counseled in a group setting.
31 due to a conflict with Labor Day. failed to reach the majority of stu
enrollment, assessment testing and counseling. ments have settled, also known as "non-peak
MyCerritos is a quick way to get informa
lhe task force will consist of dis dents on campus.
Part-time money comes out of matricula time."
tion; numerous computers are supplied in the
cussions on how to develop certain
"When (iFALCON) first started,
tion funds. Unfortunately, desperate times re
To accommodate the 24,000 students en office for students' convenience.
features for the programs and how
quires desperate measures.
It is advised that students stay with a spe
rolled this semester, peer student counselors
we knew it was going to hit a small
With the new budget cut and the loss of have also been offered.
cific counselor, particularly a counselor who faculty and staff are implementing audience," said Clifford.
iFALCON in the classroom.
full service counselors, lines at the admission
Their services are to answer any questions, specializes within their major.
He hopes that as time progress
The initial launch of iFALCON
and counseling office have become larger and and to help screen and direct students into the
It is also easier as the semester goes on for
longer.
right direction in line to help meet needs as students to book an appointment with that was a pilot test in spring which fea es, the campaign is taken on by an
same counselor to stay on the right track.
Renee Chomiak, dean of counseling ser quickly as possible.
tured posters around campus along even larger amount of students.
ALNAS ZIA
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It is really nice that they
are selling the tickets for
such a low price, espe
cially in times of a hudget crisis. I wish they had
started selling these tick
ets when I was a student.
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Counselors' hours are cut

iFALCON: A S C C V i c e P r e s i d e n t
will b e r e v a m p i n g t h e w e b s i t e .

Budget limits new library hours

r

library is averages out to 4,000, said Lcpez.

GUSTAVO RANGEL

Arts

—

Editor

'ir

Service lines in the library have become much

arts@talonmarks.com
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longer for things like the copier and to check out
The Cerritos College library has suffered severely
from the budget cuts.
Since the new budget was adopted, it has had
to cut 17 hours per week from its previous busi
ness hours.
The old hours used to run from Monday
through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and on Satur
day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
"It is affecting everyone. Having to cut back
on Saturday hours is affecting Friday hours," said
librarian Monica Lopez.
She added, "It is also affecting staff, faculty,
and students."
Students go into the library in search of a
quiet study area, a place to gather their thoughts,
and to check out textbooks when they do not
have the money to buy their own.
"Students are indeed coming into the library.
I've never seen as many students in the library as
I've seen this semester," said library clerk Paula
Perelia.
The daily number of students coming into the

textbooks.
"It has been really tough. A lot of the traffic
coming in are students who need help. We try to
help out as much as we can and that causes us to
fall behind sometimes on other library duties,"
said journalism major Jean Rodriguez, 'the cuts
have reduced workers on the floor and now I'm
working a double shift."
Many students look to the library as their
information resource regarding class locations
and other questions, he added, but later into the
semester the new students will find their way
around campus.
The library has also been forced to lay a work
er off, and will not be hiring any time soon. Also,
as a result of cutting back hours, it will prevent
anymore serious lay offs for the library workers.

MICHAEL

Culinary arts opens cafe with savory treats
JANELLE CARTER

StaffWriter
janelle.carter@talonmarks.com

Delicious food is what came to mind while
English major, Monica Lopez, waited for her
food Monday, shortly after the culinary arts cafe
opening at 11 a.m.
Lopez said she was very excited to be able to
once again enjoy some amazing food.
Cafe classics prepared fresh and placed out
for display were hard to miss as she entered the
cafe.
While many dishes are delicious, Lopez ex
pressed her continued enjoyment of the curry
coconut shrimp.
Many different items are prepared in the

cafe, including salads expressed culinary arts
major Violeta Robles.
She felt very happy to be able to be a part of
the group, which prepared the chicken Ceasar
and Chinese chicken salads.
Robles, currently midway through her culi
nary arts program, stated that this was her sec
ond time working in the cafe, and she has really
enjoyed the experience.
Undecided major, Nathan Romero, also
spoke about his experience in the culinary arts
course, which includes making food served in
the cafe.
He felt that it was a fun experience and came
out to support the cafe and enjoy some good
food.
As the crowd continued to grow and food

AGUDO/TM

C o m p a c t e d l i b r a r y : Business major Greg Howell is one of the many students who turn to the library to be attended by
library clerks like Paula Pereira with classroom, textbook, and other school related questions.

was being sold, culinary arts staff member Car
los Torres expressed how wonderful and pleased
he was with the turnout.
Torres, a former graduate of the culinary
arts program joined the staff this semester.
Due to many budget cuts and the abundance
cf students, he felt at one point the cafe opening
might have been delayed.
He was really pleased with everything being
able to be pulled together on deadline for the
cafe opening.
Torres watched as the staff refilled desserts
ar.d prepared orders for customers with culi
nary arts teacher, and one of the founders of the
cafe, Chef Perini.

A l e r t U : Cerritos C o l l e g e
i m p l e m e n t s texting alert s y s t e m .
Continuedfrom Page 1
get messages out at a rapid
pace.
Other ways students and
faculty can get information is
on the MyCerritos home page.
Posters are also posted around
school campus if there are any
necessary messages that need to
be addressed.
It is a simple process to sign
up. Text CERRITOS to 253788
(ALERTU) and you will then
receive a welcome text message.
To sign up to the CERRITOS
Emergency SMS System, reply

back Y (YES).
Programming '253788' as
"ALERTU" into your contact list
is important so if messages are
being sent it is easy to distin
guish the alert.
Up to four text messages will
be received in the first year of
subscription to remind you of
your services.
Text STOP to unsubscribe to
the alert system.
It is a web-based application
that is free to use; only standard
text messages rates apply.

