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Free Wi-Fi: Students like biology major Benjamin Nwakanma can now use Wi-Fi.

House
offers

grants

N1cOLE RODRIGUEZ
Staff Writer
m‘cofe.rocm'guez@ralonmarks.com

The nation’s largest grant pro-
gram, the original Pell Grant of
$5000, is increasing in the fall to
$5350 maybe even $3550 due to
the new Student Aid and Fiscal
Responsibility Act passed by the
House of representatives,

The Pel! Grant is considered the
foundation of federal aid for lower
income students enrolling in a col-
lege or university. This grant helps
pay for mmany students’ school ne-
cessities and tuition.

The Peil Grant can now cover a
third of school tuition, fees, or even
housing.

President Barack Obama took
this as an opportunity to invest in
students’ future by making edu-
cation more atfordable in hopes
of building a future with a skilled
workforce to face this economy,
and all at no cost to the taxpayers.

“It is a really good thing for
students in this rough economy
to get a little bit extra money for
their books and classes,” said Jamie
Quiroz, supervisor for the inancial
aid departizent.

Ramon Reyes, computer sci-
ence and technology major said,
“This is awesome but the max right
now is like 35000 but it doesn't
mean Um gelting it all, but it is still
better than no increase at all”

“This increase could really help
pay for books. I think this is good
change,” Erin Johnson, animation
major, said.

Although some may be enthu-
siastic about the increase in funds,
others feel that this increase is not
nacessary,

Amber Myers, undecided major
said, “It scems like financial aid stu-
dents already get more than enough
for books and classes and even
sometimes have money left over”

To see if you qualify for the Pell
Grant or any other type of grant, fill
out a FAFSA application. For fur-
ther assistance you can visit or call
the Financial Aid Office at (562)
§60-2451 Ext. 2397 or go online to
the application itself at http://fwww.
fafsa.cd.gov.

JUSTIN WITRON
Staiff Writer
Jjustinwitron@talonmarks.com

“Free Wi-Fi is now available in the library
and study cubicles, student center and food court
and is available during the times that the library
and student center are opened,” Information
Technology Director Lee Krichmar said.

Wi-Fi is going to be available to students at no
cost, as long as the student is currently enrolled.

To access the {ree Wi-Fi, the faculty and stu-
dents can log in using their faculty information

or student LI, numbers and their passwords,

The steps to access the internet are as follows:

1. Open your wireless connection in your
laptop, PC or MAC,

2. Click on Connect to Cerritos College wire-
less.

3. Enter your student information and pass-
word; faculty members enter your faculty infor-
matton and password,

4. It will re-direct you 1o the Cerritos Col-
lege home page and you can start browsing from
there.

Lawrence Alfred Ervin HI, Graphic Design
major, said, “Offering students the wireless in-
ternet through the student center is beneficial

because students like myself can readily access
available resources and study outside the com-
puter lab”

According to Krichmar, the Information
Technology department is hoping to expand the
free Wi-Fi access to students in the future and
they are currently searching for funds to support
the expansion of this project.

“It is a very smart idea,” David Nguyen, Eng-
lish major added, “and students like myself can
centralize and organize ideas by using the inter-
net at the student center”

Krichmar also said, “We are very excited to
provide this new service to our students!”
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Proposed increase: A proposal has been made by the Legislative Analyst’s Office for community colleges to raise their per unit fee to $40 instead of $26.

LAQ: Tuition hikes ‘make sense’

Legislative office propbses
per unit fee to increase to
$40 next year

REBECA VEGA
Statf Writer
rebeca.vega@talonmarks.com

The Legislative Analyst’s Othce has pro-
posed a $14 per unit increase for California’s
community colleges which would raise tuition
fees from Lhe current $26 per unit to $40 per
unit.

In a webcast refeased on Feb, 25 by the
LAQO along with its recommendations for the
Governor’s 2010-11 budget proposal, Director
of Higher Education Steve Boilard stated the
cost adjustment would “make sense” because
it would “generate about $150 million in new
fee revenue, which would provide funding for
about 26,000 more full-time comuunity col-

lege slots and back-fill an allocated $22 million
cut that the Governor had proposed for the
community colleges.”

According to the report, the fee increase
would have “no effect on most students’ net
costs due 10 muitiple state and federal aid pro-
grams,” such as the long-standing Board of
Governor’s Fee Waiver (BOGFW).

Cerritos College Financial Aid Advisors
like Juan Mercado will keep an eye out for any
change in legislation in order to help students
who might find themselves as new BOGFW
recipients. :

“More students will probably be eligible
and will find out when they fll out a FAFSA
form,” Mercado stated.

The BCGFW is automatically awarded to
California community college students whose
Estimated Family Contribution (EFC), as de-
termined by filling out BOGFW application
or FAFSA, is less than the Cost of Attendance
{COA)—an amount determined by the state
and directly affected by state-issued tuition fee

hikes.

The LAO estimates that “about 90 percent
of CCC students would qualify for either a fee
waiver or a full or partial tax offset to their fees
[through the federal American Opportunity
Tax Credit]”

While there has been no change in the Gov-
ernor’s current 2010-11 budget proposal for
higher education which originally did not call
for any specific fee increase at California com-
munity colleges, word of the possible modifi-
cation has spread across campuses state-wide
and has already caught the attention of Cer-
ritos College faculty.

“We always track legislation,” said Vice
President of Academic Affairs Bill Farmer,
“this proposal is still early in the process so
I don't have a secure idea if the state will ap-
prove of this”

While Boilard claims “keeping fees low
does nothing to help lower-income students”

See INCREASE Page 2

Students
will begin
recycling
program

REBECAVEGA
Staff Writer
rebeca.vega@talonmarks.com

With support from President
Dr. Linda Lacy and Operations
Manager Arcadio Avila, the Rota-
ract Environmental Club has es-
tablished a pilot recycling program
on campus in collaboration with
Green Earth Recycling.

Cardboard bins designated to
hold plastic and glass bottles as well
as aluminum cans have been placed
inside all classrooms and offices
within the Physical Science build-
ing.

For the first month of the pro-
gram, communications major and
club president Katherine Garcia,
with the help of liberal arts major
Jennifer Hughes, who is in charge
of public relations for the club, will
empty the bins themselves in order
to gauge the program'’s progress.

“We need student body and fac-
ulty support,” Garcia said, “because
we can't really start this up until
people put trash into its proper
place”

After 30 days, what Garcia and
Hughes hope is enough time for
students and faculty to get in the
habit of using the bins, Green Earth
Recycling will provide workers to
help collect botiles and cans from
each classroom,

What interested Avila about
the company was that it provides a
free pick-up service and has, so far,
been able to provide free bins while
also returning 20% of the profits to
the club.

“Currently, it is limited in staff-
ing and funding and can't hire a
specific person to go around and
do the work,” Avila said.

After Green Earth Recycling
begins conducting pick-ups, stu-
dent involvement from those using
the bins will still be necessary in
maintaining the program’s popular-
ity and clean disposal areas. Chub
members will likely alse help in
emptying bins,

“We're okay with [Green Earth
Recycling] bringing in help, but
we can't just let it do all the worly”
Hughes said.

See RECYCLING Page 2
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First decrease in five years

For the first time in five
2 years, Californias enroll-
- ment projected to drop

; MarqQuisHA HAMES
' Staff Writer
marguisha.hames@talonmarks.com

The California community colleges systems
- is the largest higher educational systems in the
. US. For the first time in five years the California
- Comumunity College system has seen a drop in
. enrollment,

As for local Community Colleges their en-

. rollment has increased and are near their capac-
] Lty

(.

+  Here is an example, our very own Cerritos

EVCommumty Lollege has c}goubh.d it’s enrgl,hy,ent .

samount .,
: " Bill Farmer, Vice President of Acadelmc Af-
falrs and Assistant Superintendent, said, *I am
‘. happy that we are serving as many students as we
"are and I am disappointed that we cannot serve
-2all the students who wants our classes. But the

ST
.

state is not paying us for every student that we
are serving, We cannot continue to offer classes
that we are not getting paid for from the state or
else we will be bankrupt.”

Farmer continued to speak about the legisla-
tor and his own opinion on the status of enroll-
ment here at Cerritos College.

“However, the state does not have a budget
yet for next year so we do not know how much
the state will allow us to grow. The governor's
proposed a budget has two percent growth in it
but we will not know if it will survive the legisla-
tors,” Farmer continued.

“The legislator are suppose to have the bud-
get in by July 1, but we will know better when
{Governer Schwarzenegger} proposes his revised
budget in May.

However, he has been late with his budget

.der, S5y ’g&al years now. So we will not know what
next year will be like. My own ‘personal opmlon :

{s that the budget will be similar to this year,
Farmer said.

Here, Dannia Hall Student Worker for Ad-
missions said, “1 feel it's good that students are
enrolling into classes daily. However, the classes

may be full and that may cause some students to
drop completely”

The shift reverses five years of enrollment
growth, which brought the total of enroliment
last year to nearly 3 million for California Com-
munity Colleges.

Coming from a student’s perspective, Kathy
Gastelum, business major, said, “T think it is
unfair to people that are just coming from high
school to get turned away being told that there
is no more room for enrollment, so again try in
the fall”

Gastelum added, “I had a plan to enroll into
sowme specific classes, but T could not get in be-
cause it was too full. T wanted to also take classes
toward my major as a backup plan, but I could
not do that either. So, now I have to see if I could
enroll into those classes next semester.”
Ste&l}en johnson, Vice President of Student
Services and Assistant Superintendent, spoke
about how he personally feels about the encoll-
ment status,

“lhe college is working hard to become suc-
cessful and we try to do our best now and for the
near future as well all at the same time,” he sajd.
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G161 CERVANTEZ
Staff Writer
gigi.cervantez@talonmarks.com

eb authors can now be-
come Content Manage-
ment System certified
> and can receive a free 1 GB USB
tlash/ thumb drive with the Cerri-
tos College logo printed in it,

“In order to become certified,
Web authors must take and pass
three quizzes which are open-
book and open-note,” said Samuel
Chavez, of the public affairs office.

There are approximately 30
questions on the test and web au-
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William Farmer
on the move

ANDREA MoORA
Staff Writer
andrea.mora@talonmarks.com

Cerritos College Vice Presi-
dent of Academics Affairs Bill
Farmer is one of the three final
candidates in the running for Su-
perintendent/President position
at Glendale Community College.

On March 3 Glendale Com-
munrity College released a news

release announcing its final
candidates who are running.
Farmer’s opponents are Dr.

Dawn Lindsay, Interim Super-
intendent/President of Glendale
Community College and Dr.
Steve Maradian, Vice President/
Policy and Research from Ac-
crediting Commission for Com-
munity and Junior Colleges.

1he winning candidate will
_be announced on April 19 at the
Board Meeting.

L3I N

thors are allowed to miss up to
three questions to pass the quiz.

“It is a great asset for web au-
thors to put on their resume,’
Chavez said.

Students can take the test all
year long Monday-Friday from 8
a.m. to 5 p.mn.,

he first 30 ininutes of the quiz

is used to review and discuss

the quiz, but there is no time
limit for the test.

“Each of the quizzes are differ-
ent,’ Chavez said, “the first one fo-
cuses on CMS, the second one on
Edit Lite and the third on Web ac-

:Students receive free flash thumb drives

cessibility”

tudents interested in taking

the quizzes receive e-mails

from Chavez that take them
to links to help them prepare for the
quizzes,

Chavez said, “Students who
wish to take the test without study-
ing are also welcomed”

“ITthink it is a great idea for them
to offer this, at very least it is a way
for students to get a free flash drive,
It definitely makes sense for some
students who might not be zble to
afford it otherwise” sald nursing
major, Arriana Hohner.

Increase: $14 unit fee boost
may hit as soon as next fall

Continued from Page [: since the
LAO calculates that most students
attending California community
colleges already receive state-is-
sued financial assistance, Farmer
believes that students who cur-
rently do not meet the standards
of necessity but are struggling to
pay for school will likely give up
on pursuing a higher education
altogether.

“If [this proposal] does go
through, it will have a negative
impact on students because when-
ever enrollment fees increase, en-
rollment decreases,” Farmer said,

Students like undecided major
Richard Cervantes share Farmer’s
concern. “There’s a reason people
attend community colleges and
that’s because they’re not as ex-
pensive as UCs. Not everyone
has that kind of money so this in-
crease is not fair,” Cervantes said,

He, like other local community
college students who receive “some,
but not much” financial assistance
from the state will think twice zbout
attending school if the fee increase
goes into effect. “Personally, T will
be asking myself if I want to con-
tinue at Cerritos,” he said,

With the possible fee increase
looming over California’s commu-
nity colleges, Farmer wants to re-
mind students they have the right
to take an active approach in im-
portant decisions which affect their
education and future.

Students who wish to have an
impact on whether or not rext
year’s budget will reflect the fee hike
can “contact legislatures and work
through student government lotby-
ing efforts,” Farmer said. “There are
many groups to connect with and
increase the power of the student
voice on the issue” he added.

The certification is self-paced
and Web authors do not have to
take all three quizzes within one
week.

“I think it is cool that you
don't have to take all three quiz-
zes in under a week. I think it will
encourage more people to try this
out,” said undecided major, Jackie
Diaz.

tudents who wish to take

the quizzes can schedule an
appointment in the Innova-
tion Center (LC 121). i

Cerritos College
has new neighbor

ANDREA MORA
Staff Writer
andrea.mora@talonmarks.com

A new Habitat for Humanity
ReStore will be opening its doors
on Apr. 22 across the street from
Cerritos College on Alendra Blvd.

In the meantime, students who
are 18 and over and willing to gain
volunteer experience could do so.
On March 10, students will be al-
lowed to volunteer their time to get
the store into shape.

Undecided major Fleur Florian,
thinks that building an HFH is im-
portant,” As long as there is a con-
tribution made to the poor”

Since the heavy labor has been
finished, volunteers will work on
light construction tasks such as

will help us out, not only as a club,
but as individuals as well, in getting
a better understanding in our field
of work.”

Aside from manual labor stu-
dents who still want to contribute
can make a donation. HFH is still
collecting funds for the Haiti relief;
and are in works of putting together
a retief fund for Chile,

Because HFH is a nonprofit or-
ganization, individuals who donate
get a tax write-off.

Individuals can also donate
material to the ReStore as long as
it's in working condition. Items
that can be donated are as follows:
power tools, doors, windows, light
fixtures, furniture, any type of hard-
ware, or anything that would go in-
side a home.

stocking Fleur
shelves, Florian,
painting, undecid-
building ed major,
offices, thinks
a nd that it
cleaning a good
up. idea to
For donate
those unused
who are material
inter- to people
ested in need.
just  go She said
to www, V!
habitatla. Nelghbors. H.FH start ﬁnal restorgtions today ft:?: 11\1/!?

org to register and sign up, There
will be a list of current projects to
choose from, find the Norwalk lo-
cation and sign up. Volunteering
is not only for individuals, but for
groups, clubs, or organizations as
well.

Regina Wyatt, volunteer coor-
dinator for Habitat for Humanity,
encourages students to sign up, “It’s
a lot of fun and a lot of hard work
but you feel good because in the
end you helped the community,
she said”

President of the Architecture
and Technology Club Steved Ca-
marena, said that ke plans on hav-
ing the club volunteer time and help
out in any way possible to benefit
the community and those in need.

In addition, he also said that, “It

always donates stuff whenever we
can” '

For those who are interested
in donating material, IIFH offers a
donation pick up service. Just call
Nikki Cordero, donation coordi-
nator, at 310-323-4663 ext. 127 to
make an appointiment.

The Norwalk HFH ReStore is
one of the few stores that have an
association with several movie
studios and television studios fike
Sony and Warner Brothers.

1his means whenever a movie

‘is finished filming or a TV show js

no longer in production the stu-
dips donate their unused props to
the ReStore which is then sold at a
discounted price.

All proceeds go to building new
homes for the less foriunate.

Recycling: New pilot
program starts at Cerritos

Continued from Page 1: BEven
without a student-run recycling
program, Cerritos College is cur-
rently state-compliant as far as re-
cyclable materials being separated
from non-recyclable trash and
disposed of properly by a consoli-
dated waste company.

“California requires that we
divert at least 50 % of our trash
into recycling, and we currently
exceed that amount,” Avila said.
He supports the idea of a recycling
program because “the state sug-
gests we do more”

Once the program gains popu-

larity and the club is able to fund-
raise for a larger effort, the found-
ers hope to establish a permanent
campus-wide recycling program, as
early as next fall. Bin locations are
now being discussed.

“I want the bins outside, where
they won't interfere with class-
rooms,” Avila said.

As the program takes its first
steps, Garcia is mainly concerned
with eliciting the help of the student
body and faculty.

“What we need now is for people
to participate, show enthusiasm,
and to use {the bins],” she said,

« Threg—week session
- Over 70 courses available

Reglstration begins April 5.
Follow us on Twitter

Email: info@cepe.csulb.edy
Call: (800) 963-2250.

http://twitter.com/CSULB_interssn

Web site: www.cepe.csuib.edu/Intersession

MAY 24 - JUNE 14, 2010

Earn Units Toward Your Degree

- New courses are continually being added
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