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Free Wi-Fi available for students, faculty 
J U S T I N W I T R O N 

Stuff Writer 

justin.witron@talonmarks.com 

F r e e W i - F i : Students like biology major Benjamin Nwakanma can now 

"Free Wi-Fi is n o w available in the l ibrary 

and s tudy cubicles, s tuden t center a n d food cour t 

a n d is available d u r i n g the t imes that the l ibrary 

a n d s tuden t center are opened," In fo rma t ion 

Technology Direc tor Lee Kr i chmar said. 

Wi-Fi is going to be available to s tuden t s at n o 

cost, as long as t he s tuden t is cu r ren t ly enrol led . 

To access t he free Wi-Fi , the faculty a n d stu

den t s can log in us ing the i r faculty in fo rma t ion 

or s tuden t I.D. n u m b e r s and their passwords . 

The steps to access the in te rne t are as follows: 

1. O p e n y o u r wireless c o n n e c t i o n in your 

laptop, P C or M A C . 

2. Click on C o n n e c t to Cer r i tos College wire

less. 

3. Enter your s tuden t in fo rma t ion a n d pass 

word ; faculty m e m b e r s en ter your faculty infor

m a t i o n a n d password . 

4. It will re-di rect you to the Cer r i tos Col 

lege h o m e page a n d you can s tar t b rows ing from 

there . 

Lawrence Alfred Ervin III , Graph ic Des ign 

major, said, "Offering s tuden t s the wireless in

te rne t t h r o u g h the s tuden t cen te r is beneficial 

because s tuden t s like myself can readi ly access 

available resources a n d s tudy outs ide the c o m 

pu te r lab." 

Accord ing to Kr ichmar , t he In fo rma t ion 

Techno logy d e p a r t m e n t is h o p i n g to e x p a n d the 

free Wi -F i access to s tuden t s in t he future a n d 

t h e y are cur ren t ly searching for funds to s u p p o r t 

t he expans ion of this project . 

"It is a ve ry s m a r t idea," Dav id Nguyen , Eng

lish major added , "and s tuden t s like myself can 

cent ra l ize a n d organize ideas by us ing t h e inter

net at t he s tuden t center." 

K r i c h m a r also said, "We are very exci ted to 

p rov ide this n e w service to ou r s tudents !" 

House 
offers 

Xctnts 
N I C O L E R O D R I G U E Z 
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The n a t i o n s largest g ran t p r o 
gram, the or iginal Pell Gran t of 
$5000, is increas ing in the fall to 
$5350 m a y b e even $5550 due to 
the n e w Student Aid and Fiscal 
Responsibi l i ty Act passed by the 
House of representat ives . 

The Pell G r a n t is cons idered the 
founda t ion of federal aid for lower 
i ncome s tuden t s enrol l ing in a col
lege or university. I h i s g ran t helps 
pay for m a n y s tudents ' school ne
cessities and tu i t ion . 

l h e Peil Gran t can n o w cover a 
th i rd of school tu i t ion , fees, or even 
hous ing . 

Pres ident Barack O b a m a t o o k 
this as an o p p o r t u n i t y to invest in 
s tudents ' future by m a k i n g edu
cat ion m o r e aifordable in hopes 
of bu i ld ing a future wi th a skilled 
workforce to face this economy, 
and all at n o cost to the taxpayers . 

"It is a really good th ing for 
s tudents in this rough e c o n o m y 
to get a little bit ext ra m o n e y for 
their books and classes," said Jamie 
Qui roz , supervisor for t he financial 
aid d e p a r t m e n t . 

R a m o n Reyes, c o m p u t e r sci
ence and t echno logy major said, 
" I h i s is awesome b u t the m a x r ight 
n o w is like $5000 bu t it doesn ' t 
m e a n I 'm get t ing it all, bu t it is still 
be t ter t h a n n o increase at all." 

"This increase cou ld really he lp 
pay for b o o k s . I t h i n k this is good 
change," Er in Johnson , a n i m a t i o n 
major, said. 

A l though s o m e m a y be e n t h u 
siastic about the increase in funds, 
o thers feel that this increase is no t 
necessary. 

A m b e r Myers , u n d e c i d e d major 
said, "It seems like financial aid stu
den ts a lready get m o r e t h a n e n o u g h 
for b o o k s a n d classes a n d even 
s o m e t i m e s have m o n e y left over." 

To see if you qualify for t he Pell 
G r a n t or any o the r type of grant , fill 
ou t a FAFSA appl icat ion. For fur
ther assistance you can visit or call 
the Financia l Aid Office at (562) 
860-2451 Ext. 2397 or go on l ine to 
t h e appl icat ion itself at h t tp : / /www. 
fafsa.ed.gov. 

er unit fee $40? 

P H O T O I L L U S T R A T I O N B Y A S H L E Y A G U I R R E A N D S T E V E K I M 

P r o p o s e d i n c r e a s e : A proposal has been made by the Legislative Analyst's Office for community colleges to raise their per unit fee to $40 instead of $26. 

LAO: Tuition hikes make sense 
Legislative office proposes 
per unit fee to increase to 
$40 next year 

R E B E C A V E G A 

StaffWriter 
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The Legislative Analyst 's Office has p ro 
posed a $14 per uni t increase for California's 
c o m m u n i t y colleges which would raise tu i t ion 
fees from the cu r r en t $26 pe r un i t to $40 pe r 
uni t . 

In a webcast released on Feb. 25 by the 
LAO a long wi th its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for t he 
Governor ' s 2010-11 budget p roposa l , Direc tor 
of H ighe r Educa t ion Steve Boilard stated the 
cost ad jus tment would "make sense" because 
it wou ld "generate about $150 mi l l ion in n e w 
fee revenue, wh ich would p rov ide fund ing for 
abou t 26,000 m o r e full-t ime c o m m u n i t y col

lege slots a n d back-fill an al located $22 mi l l ion 
cut t ha t t he G o v e r n o r h a d p r o p o s e d for t he 
c o m m u n i t y colleges." 

Accord ing to t he repor t , the fee increase 
wou ld have "no effect on m o s t s tudents ' ne t 
costs d u e to mul t ip le state and federal aid p r o 
grams," such as the long-s t and ing Board of 
Governor ' s Fee Waiver ( B O G F W ) . 

Cer r i tos College Financial Aid Advisors 
like Juan M e r c a d o will keep an eye ou t for any 
change in legislation in o rde r to he lp s tuden t s 
w h o migh t find themselves as n e w B O G F W 
recipients . 

"More s tuden t s will p robab ly be eligible 
a n d will find ou t w h e n they fill ou t a FAFSA 
form," M e r c a d o stated. 

The B O G F W is automatical ly awarded to 
California c o m m u n i t y college s tudents whose 
Es t imated Family C o n t r i b u t i o n (EFC), as de 
t e r m i n e d by filling ou t B O G F W appl icat ion 
or FAFSA, is less t h a n the Cos t of A t t endance 
( C O A ) — a n a m o u n t d e t e r m i n e d by the state 
and direct ly affected by s tate- issued tu i t ion fee 

hikes. 

t h e L A O est imates tha t "about 90 pe rcen t 
of C C C s tuden t s wou ld qualify for e i ther a fee 
waiver or a full or par t ia l tax offset to the i r fees 
[ t h rough the federal A m e r i c a n O p p o r t u n i t y 
Tax Credi t ] . " 

Whi l e the re has been n o change in the Gov
ernor ' s cu r r en t 2010-11 budge t p roposa l for 
h ighe r educa t ion wh ich or iginal ly d i d no t call 
for any specific fee increase at Cal i fornia c o m 
m u n i t y colleges, w o r d of t h e possible modif i 
ca t ion has sp read across campuses s ta te-wide 
a n d has a l ready caught t h e a t ten t ion of Cer 
r i tos College faculty. 

"We always t r ack legislation," said Vice 
Pres ident of Academic Affairs Bill Farmer , 
" this p roposa l is still early in t he process so 
I don ' t have a secure idea if the state will ap 
prove of this." 

Whi l e Boilard claims "keeping fees low, 
does n o t h i n g to help lower - income s tuden t s " 
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Students 
will begin 
recycling 
program 
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W i t h s u p p o r t f rom Pres iden t 
Dr. L inda Lacy a n d O p e r a t i o n s 
M a n a g e r Arcad io Avila, the Rota-
ract E n v i r o n m e n t a l C lub has es
tabl ished a pi lot recycling p r o g r a m 
o n c a m p u s in co l labora t ion wi th 
G r e e n E a r t h Recycling. 

C a r d b o a r d b ins des igna ted to 
ho ld plast ic a n d glass bo t t l es as well 
as a l u m i n u m cans have b e e n placed 
ins ide all c lass rooms a n d offices 
wi th in the Physical Science bui ld
ing. 

For t he first m o n t h of t he p r o 
g ram, c o m m u n i c a t i o n s major and 
club p res iden t Ka ther ine Garcia , 
wi th t he help of l iberal ar ts major 
Jennifer Hughes , w h o is in charge 
of publ ic re la t ions for the club, will 
e m p t y the b ins themselves in o rde r 
to gauge the program's p rogress . 

"We need s tuden t b o d y a n d fac
ul ty support ," Garc ia said, "because 
we can't really s tar t th is u p unt i l 
peop le p u t t r a sh in to its p r o p e r 
place." 

After 30 days, wha t Garc ia a n d 
H u g h e s h o p e is e n o u g h t i m e for 
s tuden t s a n d faculty to get in t he 
habi t of u s ing the b ins , G r e e n Ear th 
Recycling will p rov ide worke r s t o 
he lp collect bot t les a n d cans f rom 
each c lass room. 

W h a t in teres ted Avila about 
t he c o m p a n y was tha t it p rov ides a 
free p i c k - u p service a n d has , so far, 
b e e n able to p rov ide free b ins whi le 
also r e t u r n i n g 2 0 % of t he profits to 
t he club. 

"Current ly , it is l imi ted in staff
ing a n d fund ing a n d can't h i re a 
specific p e r s o n to go a r o u n d a n d 
d o the work," Avila said. 

After Green Ea r th Recycl ing 
begins c o n d u c t i n g p ick -ups , s tu
den t invo lvement f rom those us ing 
the b ins will still b e necessary in 
m a i n t a i n i n g the program's popu la r 
ity a n d clean d isposa l areas . C lub 
m e m b e r s will likely also he lp in 
e m p t y i n g b ins . 

"We're okay wi th [Green E a r t h 
Recycling] b r ing ing in help, bu t 
we can't jus t let it d o all the work," 
H u g h e s said. 

See R E C Y C L I N G Page 2 
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DECREASE 

C a l i f o r n i a enro l lment 
f o r t h e past five years 

Emoujbttiar 
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1MJ 

Information courtesy of California Community College Chancellor's Office 

GREGORY HORSEY JR/TM 

First decrease in five years 
] For the first time in five 
: years, California's enroll-
; ment projected to drop 
I M A R Q U I S H A H A M E S 

' StaffWriter 
; marquisha.hames@talonmarks.com 

The Cal ifornia c o m m u n i t y colleges systems 
: is the largest h igher educa t iona l sys tems in t he 
: US. For the first t i m e in five years the California 
• C o m m u n i t y College system has seen a d r o p in 
i en ro l lment . 

As for local C o m m u n i t y Colleges the i r en
ro l lment has increased and are near the i r capac

i t y . 
s He re is an example , ou r very o w n Cer r i tos 
- C o m m u n i t y College h a s doub led i t s e n r o l l m e n t 
s a m o u n t . " £ v * r 

«I Bill Farmer , Vice Pres ident of Academic Af-
> fairs and Assistant Supe r in t enden t , said, "I a m 

happy tha t we are serving as m a n y s tuden t s as we 
: • are a n d I a m d i sappo in ted tha t we c a n n o t serve 
-1 all the s tuden t s w h o wants ou r classes. But the 

state is no t paying us for every s tuden t tha t we 
are serving. We c a n n o t con t i nue to offer classes 
that we are no t get t ing pa id for from the state or 
else we will be bank rup t . " 

Fa rmer con t i nued to speak abou t the legisla
tor and his o w n op in ion on the status of enrol l 
m e n t here at Cer r i tos College. 

"However, t he state does no t have a b u d g e t 
yet for next year so we d o no t k n o w h o w m u c h 
the state will al low us to grow. The governor 's 
p r o p o s e d a b u d g e t has two pe rcen t g rowth in i t , 
bu t we will no t k n o w if it will survive the legisla
tors," F a r m e r con t inued . 

" l h e legislator are suppose to have t he b u d 
get in by July 1, bu t we will k n o w bet te r w h e n 
[Governer Schwarzenegger] p roposes his revised 
b u d g e t in May. 

However, he has been late wi th his budge t 
for several years now. So we will no t k n o w what 
next year will be like. M y o w n pe r sona l o p i n i o n 
is that the budge t will be similar to this year," 
Fa rmer said. 

Here , D a n n i a Hall S tudent Worke r for Ad
miss ions said, "I feel it's g o o d that s tuden t s are 
enrol l ing in to classes daily. However , the classes 

m a y b e full a n d tha t m a y cause s o m e s tuden t s to 
d r o p completely." 

l h e shift reverses five years of en ro l lmen t 
g rowth , wh ich b r o u g h t the total of en ro l lmen t 
last year to near ly 3 mi l l ion for Cal ifornia C o m 
m u n i t y Colleges. 

C o m i n g from a s tudent 's perspec t ive , Kathy 
Gas te lum, bus iness major, said, "I t h i n k it is 
unfair to peop le tha t are jus t c o m i n g from h igh 
school to get t u r n e d away be ing told that there 
is n o m o r e r o o m for enro l lment , so again t ry in 
the fall." 

G a s t e l u m added , "I h a d a p l an to enro l l in to 
some specific classes, bu t I cou ld no t get in be 
cause it was t oo full. I wan ted to also take classes 
toward m y major as a b a c k u p plan, bu t I could 
no t d o tha t either. So, n o w I have to see if I cou ld 
enrol l in to those classes next semester." 

StepJien Johnson , Vice Pres iden t of S tudent 
Services a n d Assis tant Super in tenden t , spoke 
abou t h o w he personal ly feels abou t t he enrol l 
m e n t s tatus. 

"The college is work ing ha rd to b e c o m e suc
cessful and we t ry to do ou r best n o w and for the 
nea r future as well all at t he same t ime," h e said. 

Students receive free flash thumb drives 
G I G I C E R V A N T E Z 

StaffWriter 
gigi.cervantez@talonmarks.com 

w 
' e b au thors can n o w be 
c o m e C o n t e n t Manage 
m e n t System certified 

a n d can receive a free 1 GB USB 
flash/ t h u m b dr ive wi th t he Ce r r i 
tos College logo p r i n t e d in it. 

"In o rde r to b e c o m e certified, 
Web au thors m u s t take and pass 
th ree quizzes which are o p e n -
b o o k and open-no te , " said Samuel 
Chavez , of t he publ ic affairs office. 

There are approximate ly 30 
ques t ions on the test a n d web au-

William Farmer 
on the move 

A N D R E A M O R A 
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Cerr i tos College Vice Presi
den t of Academics Affairs Bill 
F a r m e r is o n e of the three final 
candida tes in the r u n n i n g for Su
p e r i n t e n d e n t / P r e s i d e n t pos i t ion 
at Glenda le C o m m u n i t y College. 

O n M a r c h 3 Glenda le C o m 
m u n i t y College released a news 
release a n n o u n c i n g its final 
candida tes w h o are r u n n i n g . 
Farmer 's o p p o n e n t s are Dr. 
D a w n Lindsay, In te r im Super
in t enden t /P re s iden t of Glenda le 
C o m m u n i t y College a n d Dr. 
Steve Marad i an , Vice Pres ident / 
Policy a n d Research from Ac
cred i t ing C o m m i s s i o n for C o m 
m u n i t y a n d Junior Colleges. 

l h e w i n n i n g cand ida te will 
be a n n o u n c e d on April 19 at t h e 

; Board Meet ing . 

t h o r s are al lowed to miss u p to 
t h r ee ques t ions to pass the quiz . 

"It is a great asset for web au
thors to pu t on the i r resume," 
Chavez said. 

S tuden ts can take the test all 
year long Monday-Fr iday f rom 8 
a.m. t o 5 p .m. 

Th e first 30 m i n u t e s of the quiz 
is used to review and discuss 
t he quiz , bu t there is n o t ime 

l imit for t he test. 
"Each of the quizzes are differ

ent," Chavez said, " the first one fo
cuses o n C M S , t he second o n e on 
Edit Lite a n d the th i rd on Web ac

cessibility." 

S t uden t s in teres ted in t ak ing 
the quizzes receive e-mails 
f rom Chavez tha t take t h e m 

to l inks to help t h e m p repa re for t h e 
quizzes. 

Chavez said, "Students w h o 
wish to take the test wi thou t s tudy
ing are also welcomed." 

"I t h i n k it is a great idea for t h e m 
to offer th is , at very least it is a way 
for s tudents to get a free flash drive. 
It definitely m a k e s sense for some 
s tuden t s w h o migh t no t be able to 
afford it otherwise," said nu r s ing 
major, Ar r i ana Hohne r . 

The certification is self-paced 

a n d Web au tho r s d o no t have to 

take all t h r ee quizzes wi th in o n e 

week. 

"I t h i n k it is cool tha t you 

don ' t have to take all th ree quiz

zes in u n d e r a week. I t h i n k it will 

encourage m o r e people to t ry this 

out," said u n d e c i d e d major, Jackie 

Diaz. 

S t u d e n t s w h o wish t o take 

the quizzes can schedule an 

a p p o i n t m e n t in the Innova

t ion Cen te r (LC 121). 

Cerritos College 
has new neighbor 
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A n e w Habi ta t for H u m a n i t y 
ReStore will be o p e n i n g its d o o r s 
on Apr. 22 across the street f rom 
Cerr i tos College on A l o n d r a Blvd. 

In the m e a n t i m e , s tudents w h o 
are 18 a n d over a n d will ing to gain 
volunteer exper ience could d o so. 
O n March 10, s tudents will b e al
lowed to volunteer the i r t ime to get 
the store in to shape. 

Undec ided major Fleur Florian, 
t h inks that bu i ld ing an H F H is im
portant ," As long as the re is a con
t r i bu t ion m a d e to the poor." 

Since the heavy labor has b e e n 
finished, volunteers will work o n 
light cons t ruc t i on tasks such as 
s t o c k i n g 
s h e l v e s , K * - * - * ^ t " 
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pa in t i ng , ' ' 
b u i l d i n g 
o f f i c e s , 
a n d 
c l e a n i n g 
up. 

F o r 
t h o s e 
w h o are 
i n t e r 
e s t e d 
just go 
to www. 
habi ta t la . 
o rg to register a n d sign up . There 
will be a list of c u r r e n t projects to 
choose from, find t he N o r w a l k lo 
cat ion a n d sign up. Volunteer ing 
is no t on ly for indiv iduals , bu t for 
g roups , c lubs, or o rganiza t ions as 
well. 

Regina Wyatt , vo lun teer coor
d ina to r for Habi ta t for Human i ty , 
encourages s tudents to sign up , "It's 
a lot of fun a n d a lot of ha rd w o r k 
bu t you feel g o o d because in the 
e n d you he lped the c o m m u n i t y , 
she said" 

Pres ident of the Archi tec ture 
a n d Technology Club Steven Ca -
m a r e n a , said tha t h e p lans on hav
ing t h e c lub volunteer t ime and he lp 
ou t in any way poss ible to benefit 
t he c o m m u n i t y a n d those in need . 

In add i t ion , he also said that , "It 

\ ...V 
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N e i g h b o r s : H.F.H start final restorations today 

will he lp us out , no t only as a club, 
bu t as indiv iduals as well, in get t ing 
a bet ter u n d e r s t a n d i n g in o u r field 
of work." 

Aside f rom m a n u a l labor stu
den t s w h o still w a n t to con t r ibu t e 
can m a k e a d o n a t i o n . H F H is still 
col lect ing funds for the Hait i relief; 
a n d are in works of pu t t i ng toge ther 
a relief fund for Chi le . 

Because H F H is a nonprof i t or
ganizat ion, individuals w h o dona te 
get a tax write-off. 

Indiv iduals can also dona te 
mater ia l to the ReStore as long as 
it's in work ing cond i t ion . I t ems 
that can be d o n a t e d are as follows: 
p o w e r tools , door s , w indows , light 
fixtures, furni ture , any type of ha rd 
ware , or any th ing tha t wou ld go in
side a h o m e . 

F l e u r 
F l o r i a n , 
u n d e c i d 
ed major, 
t h i n k s 
tha t it's 
a g o o d 
idea t o 
d o n a t e 
u n u s e d 
m a t e r i a l 
to people 
in need . 
She said 
t h a t , " M y 

f a m i l y 
always dona tes stuff wheneve r we 
can." 

For t hose w h o are in teres ted 
in d o n a t i n g mater ia l , H F H offers a 
d o n a t i o n p ick u p service. Just call 
N ikk i C o r d e r o , d o n a t i o n coord i 
nator , at 310-323-4663 ext. 127 to 
m a k e an a p p o i n t m e n t . 

The N o r w a l k H F H ReStore is 
o n e of t he few stores that have an 
associa t ion wi th several movie 
s tud ios a n d television s tudios like 
Sony a n d W a r n e r Brothers . 

This m e a n s w h e n e v e r a mov ie 
is finished filming o r a T V show : ) s 
n o longer in p r o d u c t i o n t he stu
d ios d o n a t e the i r u n u s e d p rops to 
the ReStore which is t h e n sold at a 
d i s coun ted pr ice . 

All p roceeds go to bu i ld ing n e w 
h o m e s for t h e less for tunate . 

' I . 

R e c y c l i n g : N e w pilot 
program starts 
Continued from Page 1: Even 
w i thou t a s t u d e n t - r u n recycling 
p r o g r a m , Cer r i to s College is cur
rent ly s ta te -compl ian t as far as re 
cyclable mater ia l s be ing separa ted 
from non-recyc lab le t rash and 
d i sposed of p roper ly by a consol i 

da ted waste company . 

"California requi res tha t we 
diver t at least 50 % of o u r t rash 
in to recycling, a n d we cu r ren t ly 
exceed that amount , " Avila said. 
He suppor t s the idea of a recycling 
p r o g r a m because " the state sug
gests we d o more." 

O n c e the p r o g r a m gains p o p u -

at Cerritos 
lar i ty a n d the club is able to fund-
raise for a larger effort, the found
ers h o p e to establish a p e r m a n e n t 
c a m p u s - w i d e recycling p r o g r a m , as 
early as next fall. Bin locat ions are 
n o w be ing discussed. 

"I w a n t the b ins ou t s ide , w h e r e 
they won ' t interfere wi th class
rooms," Avila said. 

As t he p r o g r a m takes its first 
steps, Garc ia is m a i n l y c o n c e r n e d 
wi th elici t ing the help of the s tuden t 
b o d y a n d faculty. 

" W h a t we n e e d n o w is for peop le 
to par t ic ipa te , show en thus i a sm, 
a n d to use [ the bins] ," she said. 

I n c r e a s e : $14 unit fee boost 
may hit as soon as next fall 
Continued from Page 1: s ince the 
LAO calculates that m o s t s tuden t s 
a t t end ing Cal i fornia c o m m u n i t y 
colleges a l ready receive state-is
sued financial assistance, F a r m e r 
believes that s tuden t s w h o cur
rent ly d o no t mee t the s t andards 
of necessi ty bu t are s t ruggl ing to 
pay for school will likely give u p 
o n p u r s u i n g a h igher educa t ion 
al together. 

"If [this proposa l ] does go 
t h rough , it will have a negative 
impac t on s tuden t s because w h e n 
ever en ro l lmen t fees increase, en
ro l lment decreases," Fa rmer said. 

S tuden ts like u n d e c i d e d major 
Richard Cervan tes share Farmer ' s 
conce rn . "There's a reason peop le 
a t tend c o m m u n i t y colleges a n d 
that's because they 're no t as ex
pensive as UCs . No t everyone 
has that k ind of m o n e y so this in
crease is no t fair," Cervan tes said. 

He, like o the r local c o m m u n i t y 
college s tudents w h o receive "some, 
bu t no t much" financial assis tance 
f rom the state will t h i n k twice about 
a t t end ing school if the fee increase 
goes in to effect. "Personally, I will 
be asking myself if I want to con
t inue at Cerri tos," he said. 

Wi th t he possible fee increase 
l o o m i n g over California's c o m m u 
ni ty colleges, Fa rmer wants to re
m i n d s tudents they have the l igh t 
to take an active approach in im
p o r t a n t decis ions which affect their 
educa t ion a n d future. 

S tudents w h o wish to have an 
impac t on whe the r or no t next 
year's budge t will reflect the fee h ike 
can "contact legislatures a n d w o r k 
t h r o u g h s tuden t g o v e r n m e n t lobby
ing efforts," Fa rmer said. "There are 
m a n y g roups to c o n n e c t with a n d 
increase the power of the s tuden t 
voice o n the issue," he added . 

CSULB MAY INTERSESSION! 

MAY 24 - JUNE 14, 2010 

Earn Units Toward Your Degree 
• Three-week session 
• Over 70 courses available 
• New courses are continually being added 

Registration begins April 5. 

Follow us on Twitter 
http://twftter.com/CSUL8_interssn 

Web site: www.ccpe.csuib.edu/lntersesslon 
Email: info@ccpe.csulb.edu 
Call: (800) 963-2260. 

California State University, Long Beach 
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ASCC in 
search of 
president 

V A N I A P I N E D A 

StaffWriter 

vania.pineda@talonmarks.com 

If you feel tha t you ' re jus t o n e 

n u m b e r a m o n g the t h o u s a n d s of 

s tuden t s at Cer r i to s College, the 

chance for you to s tand ou t has ar

rived. The Associa ted S tuden ts of 

Cer r i to s College (ASCC) , is p repa r 

ing for the i r pres ident ia l e lect ions, 

wh ich are he ld in April . 

The appl ica t ions for p res idency 

will be available in t he Student Ac

tivities Cen t e r on M a r c h 1 for stu

den t s tha t are in teres ted in r u n n i n g 

for s tuden t g o v e r n m e n t . 

Accord ing to t he Cons t i t u t i on 

of the Associa ted S tuden t s of Cer 

r i tos College, t he p res iden t a n d vice 

pres iden t shall have a t ta ined the 

academic s t and ing of a s o p h o m o r e 

by the first full semester of office 

a n d shall have an overall 2.25 g r a d e 

p o i n t average o n the i r r epo r t card 

at t he t i m e of t he e lect ion. 

C u r r e n t A S C C pres ident , Oscar 

Franco , said "Personal ly I wouldn ' t 

r u n again, it doesn ' t leave a chance 

for o the r s tuden t s t o r u n . The elec

t ions are a great way for s tuden t s 

to learn h o w to choose the i r lead

ers. You can go to t he publ ic f o r u m 

a n d ask ques t ions to the candida tes , 

find ou t wha t they s t and for." 

The appl icat ions are d u e M a r c h 

19 at 3 p .m. in t he S tuden t Activi

ties Center . 

Treats still nee o aid troops 
T I F F I N I T H I G P E N 

StaffWriter 

tiffini.thigpen@talonmarks.com 

!>ibVEK.iM/lM 
T r e a t s : President of the Student Veterans club, Felipe Grimaldo, donates goods to the Treats for Troops cause. The campaign continues to 
collect non-perishable goods for soldiers overseas. 

Treats for T roops is a c a m p a i g n that has b e e n in o p 

era t ion o n Cer r i to s College c a m p u s s ince 2008. 

The p u r p o s e of t h e c a m p a i g n is t o give b a c k to 

t roops w h o are fighting overseas . 

"What 's ent i t led is basically to get non -pe r i shab l e 

food items," said Felipe G r i m a l d o , A S C C vice p res iden t 

a n d s tuden t t rus tee , "used C D s , n e w C D s , D V D s , bas i 

cally different toi letr ies to s e n d ou t to t r o o p s in I r aq a n d 

Afghanis tan tha t are se rv ing for o u r country." 

The c a m p a i g n has two camouflaged b ins wi th yel

low le t ter ing ent i t led "Veterans C l u b Treats for Troops 

Campaign." The b ins are loca ted in the A S C C bu i ld ing 

a n d Admiss ions bu i ld ing a n d d o n a t i o n s are collected 

o n c e a m o n t h . 

The C a m p a i g n has previous ly collected two r o o m s 

full of d o n a t i o n s tha t are be ing s tored. 

To be t te r d i s t r ibu te t he dona t i ons , Treats for Troops 

is cu r ren t ly in t r ans i t ion wi th co l labora t ing wi th orga

n iza t ion Project Gra t i tude . 

Project Gra t i t ude divides the i tems on assembly 

lines a n d sor ts t h e m out , t h e n sends t h e m out to differ

en t t r o o p s a n d un i t s m o r e effectively. 

G r i m a l d o encourages n o t only s tuden t s , bu t every

o n e to get involved. 

"We're asking t h e c o m m u n i t y , no t jus t on ly t he s tu

den t s , bu t anyone in t he communi ty , " s tated G r i m a l d o . 

Dale Karr, u n d e c i d e d major, t h i n k s tha t th is is a 

great way t o s h o w o u r t r o o p s suppor t . 

"I t h i n k it's a g o o d idea to s h o w o u r s u p p o r t to t h e m , 

they need s o m e comfor t f rom h o m e , a n d have to k n o w 

tha t we still care," Karr said. 

The Treats for Troops C a m p a i g n is a year r o u n d a n d 

is always accept ing d o n a t i o n s o n c a m p u s . 

For m o r e in fo rma t ion con tac t Felipe G r i m a l d o at 

(310) 706-1033 o r f e l i peg r ima ldo j r@yahoo .com. 

1/Vomens history 
Mont ft 
March 16 

Panel Discussion on Women in Religion 
11-12 p.m. 

S201 

March 17 
WHM Film Series: "North Country 

2-4pm 
S201 

March 18 
Tribute to Women Writers 

Board Room 
6-9 p.m. 

For More Information contact Diane Keenan (562) $60-2451 ext. 2765 

ONLINE INFORMATION CENTER 
Earn your degree with a leader in online education. 

• Take a self-guided tour of online courses 
• Discover the online degrees and certificates available 
• Create a plan to achieve your educational goals 
• Learn about available f inancial aid options 

National University Online Information Center 

WESTFIELD WEST C O V I N A 
591 Plaza Drive 
West Covina, CA91790 
626.939.1600 

degrees.nu.edu/WestCovina 
The University of Values 
Art Affiliate of lhe Motional University System 

field West Covina today! 
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E D I T O R I A L 

Another 
The newest p r o p o s e d increase in fees is an ad

di t ional $14 to per unit . This would m a k e the total 
pr ice $40 for each uni t a s tuden t takes. W h i l e it 
is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e that wi th budge t cuts l o o m i n g 
for h igher educa t ion , s o m e t h i n g needs to h a p p e n 
to m a k e up the difference, but w h e n is it going to 
stop? 

The cu r r en t cost for a s tuden t to a t tend Cer r i 
tos College is es t imated at $868 per semes te r for a 
full- t ime s tuden t (12 uni ts , plus fees and es t imated 
b o o k s ) . At Cal ifornia State Univers i ty Long Beach, 
the es t imated cost for a full- t ime s tuden t is $9,426. 

W i t h the add i t ion of the p r o p o s e d increase, es
t ima ted costs wou ld be m o r e t h a n a t h o u s a n d dol 
lars . 

W h i l e the re is qui te a difference be tween the 
two costs, if t he every-o the r - semes te r fee increases 
keep h a p p e n i n g , Cer r i to s College will soon b e jus t 
as cost ly as the four-year universi t ies . 

If t he fees d o con t i nue to rise, it is beseeched 
tha t admin i s t r a t i on b e t r anspa ren t as to wha t ex
actly t he a d d e d m o n e y is be ing used for. S tudents 
tha t are cons tan t ly pay ing m o r e for educa t ion 
shou ld k n o w where tha t m o n e y is going. 

Joshua K a a n a n n a , Engl ish major, says, "All I 
wan t f rom this school is cons is tency a n d if t hey 
wan t to change the pr ice pe r uni t so dramatical ly , 
t h e n it is obvious it isn't t h i n k i n g abou t its stu
dents." 

S tudents aren't we lcoming the t hough t of yet 
ano the r fee increase after the one in the fall of 2009 
w h e n fees were raised $6. Again, this doesn ' t s o u n d 
like a big increase, bu t if those addi t iona l raises 
con t inuous ly appear, ou r costs will be e x p o n e n -
t ionally greater t h a n they cur ren t ly are. 

It is asked that the admin i s t r a t ion ser iously 
t h i n k about wha t they are charg ing the i r s tuden t s 
for an educa t ion . A n d if t hey cons ider it impera t ive 
to increase fees, be t r anspa ren t about wha t exactly 
the m o n e y is be ing used for. 

osed increase 

I L L U S T R A T I O N B Y M O S E S L O P E Z / T M 

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R are welcome. They may be submitted both online and in person. In all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered 
for publication, either online or in print. Campus-related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for length, though online versions tend to include full content, as 
long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You may deliver letters to FA 42 or contact the editor by e-mail at editor@talonmarks.com. 

should beat for title 
"Sugar" Shane Mosley a n d "Pre t ty Boy" Floyd 

Mayweather , Jr. are set to square off on May 1 in the 
M G M G r a n d Cas ino in Las Vegas, Nev. The b o u t will 
be for Mosley's wel terweight title, wh ich Maywea the r 
will m o s t likely win . 

Mosley is going in to t he fight wi th a record of 46 
wins , five loses, a n d o n e n o contes t ; wi th 39 k n o c k o u t 
wins . Maywea the r approaches t he b o u t wi th an u n 
defeated r eco rd of 40 wins a n d 25 k n o c k o u t vic tor ies . 

Mosley a n d Maywea the r agreed t h e t e r m s of r an 
d o m b l o o d a n d u r ine tes t ing for the fight, wh ich were 
t h e s ame s t ipula t ions M a n n y Pacqu iao didn ' t agree 
to in his negot ia t ions wi th Maywea the r a couple of 
m o n t h s earlier. 

Mosley is a speedy boxer w h o t ends to d r o p his 
h a n d s and t h r o w s o m e h a y m a k e r s which p a c k a lot of 
power b e h i n d t h e m . This rare c o m b i n a t i o n of fight
ing styles has he lped Mosley against the likes of Ri
ca rdo Mayorga , the "Golden Boy" Oscar De La Hoya , 
a n d A n t o n i o Margar i to . 

Though his style has b rough t h i m great fame, it 
has also given h i m m u c h t rouble . W h e n h e goes in to 
tha t brawler- l ike s tance he exposes his face a lot and 
t ends to take p u n i s h m e n t from o the r styles of boxers , 
or "smar t" boxers . 

This weakness showed in b o t h of his fights wi th 
Vernon Forres t tha t he lost . In the first fight versus 

S t e v e n Quintana 
StaffWriter 
steven quintana® talonmarks.com 

Forrest , Mosley t h o u g h t he saw an o p p o r t u n i t y in the 
second r o u n d a n d wen t o n the attack, bu t failed to 
b r ing his h a n d s u p a n d b lock a n d went d o w n , for 
the first t i m e in his career, f rom a c lear ly- landed u p -
percu t . 

As ide from his two fights wi th Forrest , Mosley 
m e t defeat at the h a n d s of W i n k y Wrigh t a n d from 
Miguel Co t to . T h o u g h h e has never b e e n k n o c k e d 
out , Mosley lost by po in t s w h e n it went to the score-
cards . 

Mayweather , t he former p o u n d - f o r - p o u n d c h a m 
pion , has not lost a fight in his career t h o u g h the re 
was m u c h controversy in his fight against D e La Hoya. 
He's a s t ra ight u p boxer wi th u n m a t c h e d h a n d speed. 

Maywea the r tries not to waste too m a n y p u n c h e s 
a n d waits for the r ight l ime to str ike. He is a very 
calculated boxer w h o b reaks you d o w n as each r o u n d 
goes by. If he injures you, he works the par t of your 
b o d y that 's injured. 

H e has t aken d o w n the likes of Zab Judah , Jose 

Luis Casti l lo, Ricky Hat ton , a n d Juan Manue l Mar-
quez us ing these tactics. Though they have been ef
fective for h i m , they can't work all the t ime . Most of 
t he t imes it seems as if he doesn ' t t ire, but he mus t be 
exhaus ted by the sixth r o u n d . 

If Mosley wants to win h e has to keep his h a n d s 
u p a n d fight smar t . He can't swing carelessly and has 
to wait to attack. Mosley can easily over -power May
wea the r and b r eak h i m d o w n if he works the b o d y 
in t he early r o u n d s t h e n at tacks the h e a d a r o u n d the 
seventh r o u n d . He m i g h t even get a k n o c k o u t win if 
he t imes it r ight . 

Mayweather , be ing the faster of the two fighters, 
shou ld stay away from Mosley. He shou ld work the 
j ab for a g o o d five r o u n d s . It shou ld be a jab- jab-cross 
c o m b o t h e n re t reat and Mosley will mos t likely get 
f rus t ra ted a n d d r o p the h a n d s and begin t h r o w i n g 
the haymakers . W h e n that occurs , Maywea the r mus t 
stay o n his toes, for a clean shot from Mosley will 
have h i m tas t ing the canvas. 

Maywea the r will take a bea t ing for a good four 
r o u n d s , bu t be ing the smar t e r fighter, he will catch 
o n to Mosley's game a n d frustrate h i m . Mosley won ' t 
go d o w n once in the whole match , bu t will lose to 
Maywea the r w h e n it goes to the scorecards . So after 
going d o w n in t he th i rd round , Maywea the r will take 
h o m e a swollen eye and the split decis ion title victory. 

"Mayweather, the former pound-for-pound champion, has not lost a fight in his career 
though there was much controversy in his fight against De La Hoya." 
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What are your thoughts on the newest proposed fee increase? 
C O M P I L E D B Y : D A V I D K A A N A A N A ( C O N T R I B U T O R ) 

P H O T O S B Y : J O S H U A K A A N A A N A 

K R I S T I N P R I C E 

business major 
"Forty dollars!? Why? We 
pay enough. Are they going 
to pay for our books with the 
increase?" 

A L E X A G U A Y O 

political science major 
"I think that there are certain 
times to increase fees. Dur
ing a recession is not one of 
them." 

B O N N I E L E E 

undeclared major 
"It's preposterous! I can 
barely afford the $26 fee." 

C H R I S T I N A H E F E N E R 

undecided major 
"It's ridiculous. Why are they 
building more rooms when 
they're cutting classes?" 

J A S O N W A R R E N J R . 

graphic design major 
"I think they need to stop 
construction and worry 
about our books. It's too 
expensive." 

M I C H A E L R E E V E S 

undecided major 
"It's crap, and I'm bothered, 
and it's not right because 
they raised the fee last year." 

^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Band is looking to 'Sproose things up 

C O U R T E S Y O F E R I C K G A L I N D O 

M e m b e r s o f " S p r o o s e G o o s e " : (left to right) Alex Sandoval, Carlos Lopez, Carlos Garcia, Jose Velasquez. 

Rock band gains 
fame across south
ern California 

V I C T O R D I A Z 

StaffWriter 
victor. diaz@talonmarks. com 

A n o t h e r loca l b a n d l o o k s t o 
c l i m b t h e r a n k s of t h e m u s i c b u s i 
nes s . 

S p r o o s e G o o s e is a b a n d t h a t 
spec ia l i zes in p l a y i n g A l t e r n a t i v e 
R o c k m u s i c . It p lays m o s t l y i n 
t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r ea s of C e r r i t o s 
Co l l ege s u c h as D o w n e y , N o r 
w a l k , a n d L o n g B e a c h . 

A c c o r d i n g to E r i c k G a l i n d o , 
t h e b a n d ' s M a n a g e r a n d C e r r i 
t o s a l u m n u s , t h e b a n d h a s b e e n 
f ea tu red in m e d i a o u t l e t s s u c h as 
t h e r a d i o s t a t i o n Star 98.7 a n d t h e 
N B C L A show, "MusicRaw." 

T h e b a n d ' s m e m b e r s cons i s t 
of l e a d s i n g e r / l e a d g u i t a r i s t Jose 

Ve la squez , g u i t a r i s t C a r l o s L o p e z , 
Alex S a n d o v a l o n bass , a n d C a r l o s 
G a r c i a o n d r u m s . 

T h e b a n d h a s p e r f o r m e d at 
p o p u l a r v e n u e s s u c h as Ho l ly 
w o o d ' s K e y C l u b a n d t h e W h i s 
k e y - a - g o - g o . The b a n d h a s a l so 
p l ayed at U C San D i e g o , t h e LA 
C o u n t y Fair, Baja Ca l i f o rn i a a n d 
p a r t s of O r a n g e C o u n t y . 

S p r o o s e G o o s e a lso s p e n d s 
its t i m e c o n t r i b u t i n g t o c h a r i t y 
w h e n e v e r it can . The b a n d s t a r t e d 
a c h a r i t y p r o g r a m in 2008 e n t i 
t l ed , " T h e D o l l a r C a m p a i g n . " 

I n th i s c a m p a i g n , t h e b a n d d o 
na t e s o n e d o l l a r of all t i cke t a n d 
m e r c h a n d i s e sa les t o w a r d f igh t ing 
b r e a s t cancer , H I V a n d c l i m a t e 
c h a n g e , a c c o r d i n g to t h e b a n d ' s 
w e b site. 

Ga rc i a , t h e b a n d ' s d r u m m e r , is 
a f o r m e r C e r r i t o s s t u d e n t . D u r i n g 
h i s t i m e h e r e , h e focused h i s s t u d 
ies o n m u s i c , t a k i n g c lasses s u c h 
as m u s i c f u n d a m e n t a l s . 

Jazz, Pop 
bands 
entertain 

V I C T O R D I A Z 

StaffWriter 
victor.diaz@talonmarks.com 

The Cer r i tos College Music 
d e p a r t m e n t p re sen ted ano the r ex
change concer t on March 3, th is 
t i m e featuring t he Cer r i tos Jazz 
Ensemble , Pop /Rock Ensemble and 
the C a r m e n i t a Midd le School Jazz 
Band. 

l h e C a r m e n i t a Jazz Band played 
a four -song set, wh ich inc luded , 
"Ran Kan Kan," a song c o m p o s e d 
by the late Ti to Puen te . 

Alan Halfback, the band ' s d i rec
tor, was able to not ice the ne rvous 
ness and anxie ty of his s tudents 
playing on a college campus . "I 
t h i n k they felt good abou t it. They 
get a little ne rvous w h e n they ' re 
playing solos. I t h i n k the fact tha t 
t hey were able to get t h r o u g h t h e m 
is a g o o d confidence bu i lde r in t he 
future for them," Hal lback said. 

The Cer r i tos Jazz Ensemble 
began its set wi th a song ent i t led 
"Deep Freeze," wh ich featured a 
solo by bassist Rusty Kennedy. 
W i t h the help of guest vocal
ist David Page, t he ensemble also 
p layed " C o m e Fly W i t h Me," a song 
m a d e famous by F rank Sinatra. Its 
r h y t h m sect ion was also featured in 
a song ent i t led, "All The Things You 
Are." 

T r o m b o n e player Jon Orloff was 
pleased by the way the b a n d per
formed. "We p e r f o r m e d well, we 
didn ' t m a k e any major mis takes of 
any sort and it just flowed really 
well," Orloff said. 

The last g r o u p tha t p e r f o r m e d 
on the n ight was the Cer r i tos Pop / 
Rock Ensemble . The g r o u p per
fo rmed a total of eight songs , in
c luding James Brown's "Papa's G o t 
a Brand N e w Bag," which featured 
a solo by Danie l M o o n e y o n t r o m 
b o n e , and Shania Twain's "Man! I 
feel Like a Woman," which featured 
all six of the group's female vocal
ists. 

O t h e r songs t he g r o u p per
fo rmed inc luded Alanis Mor r i s -
sette's "You O u g h t a Know," and 
"Respect," a song which was m a d e 
famous by Are tha Frankl in . The 
n ight conc luded wi th "Lady Mar
malade," a song featured in the hi t 
movie , "Moul in Rouge." l h e song 
featured solos by ba r i t one sax play
er Steven McEvilly and Gui tar i s t 
A r t u r o Mar t inez . 

S tudents in the aud ience 
s eemed to have enjoyed the expe
r ience. "It was the best s h o w I've 
ever seen," said Rigober to Arenas , 
a s tuden t w h o a t t ended the event. 
Arenas went o n to say, "I got ta say 
it was a good show." 

C o u n t s * u r A S H A I C A M A H H E W S 

T a k e o n e : (left to right) Flower Munguia (Rose of Sharon) is being comforted by Felicia Buffington (Ma) and Cindy De Leon (Ruthie) after a heart break. 

'Grapes' ripe for picking 
E L I E T H K O U L Z O N S 

Editor in Chief 
editor@talonmarks.com 

If you want to be d i sappoin ted , watch the 
play "Grapes of Wra th" p e r f o r m e d by the stu
den ts of Cer r i tos . 

Set yourself up for d i s appo in tmen t . Buy a 
$10 ticket (if you have your s tuden t ID wi th 
t he Spr ing 2010 b lue activity s t icker) , and go 
watch t he play ei ther Thursday, Friday, or Sat
u rday at 8 p .m. or M o n d a y at 2 p .m. 

C h o o s e your po ison . C h o o s e wha t day you 
want to go watch the play and be d i sappo in ted 
because you are going to wish, bet ter yet de 
m a n d , t ha t th is play be longer. 

You are going to be left wan t ing more ; 
m o r e of the play, m o r e acts, m o r e l ight ing ef
fects, m o r e s o u n d effects, and especially m o r e 
act ing. 

The cast of Grapes of W r a t h does an out 
s t and ing job in its pe r fo rmance . 

Every th ing from the accent to t he e m o t i o n 
por t raya l is excellent. 

These actors are the very definit ion of wha t 
ac t ing is and should be like. 

S tudents Richard Mar t inez (Jim Casy) , 
Paul Mar t i nez (Tom Joad) , Felicia Buffington 
(Ma) , and Dar io Estrella (Pa) go b e y o n d ex
pec ta t ions and comple te ly surpass the level of 
act ing that is expec ted of a college s tudent . 

Their pe r fo rmances were amaz ing and 
m a d e you believe you were wa tch ing a play 
from a professional ac t ing company . 

Those four s tuden t s are des t ined for great
ness if they decide to p u r s u e the i r careers as 
actors . 

The play revolves a r o u n d the classic novel 
"Grapes of Wrath," wr i t ten b y John Steinbeck. 

It takes place d u r i n g the Grea t Depress ion 
in t he 1930s in O k l a h o m a whe re dus t bowls , 
created by d rough t s , forced families to lose 
the i r c rops , therefore losing the i r profits, a n d 
forcing t h e m to give u p the i r h o m e s to banks . 

The play is based o n the j o u r n e y tha t t he 
Joad family takes from O k l a h o m a to Califor
nia in its search of w o r k o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d a 
be t te r life. 

The family exper iences m a n y t ragedies 
such as dea th , s ta rvat ion , be t raya l , hea r tb reak , 
a n d is even forced to leave s o m e of its o w n 
m e m b e r s beh ind . 

There is absolutely n o b o d y else tha t can 
p o r t r a y t he charac te r s a n d the e m o t i o n s the 
family was feeling as well as the actors tha t d id 
so in th is play. 

There are two scenes in pa r t i cu la r tha t 
t ru ly d e m o n s t r a t e h o w ta len ted these s tuden t s 
are. 

The scene toward the e n d of t he play whe re 
Rose of Sharon is in labor a n d the m e n are 
t ry ing to bui ld a d i tch so tha t the water does 
no t go t h r o u g h a n d des t roy the p lace w h e r e 
they are livir g at is full of i n c o m p a r a b l e act
ing skills. 

Whi l e the m e n are bu i ld ing the di tch, you 
can feel the anguish , you can feel the anxiety, 
the need and the u rgency to m a k e sure they 

d o it because they k n o w tha t if it is no t c o m 
pleted, the i r families will i ndeed die. 

At t he s ame t i m e tha t is h a p p e n i n g , Rose of 
Sharon, p layed by Flower M u n g u i a , is in labor. 

She is sc reaming , c ry ing in pa in , t h r o w i n g 
he r h e a d back wish ing the labor is over soon . 

You could see it in he r face, you could hea r 
it in he r sc reams, you cou ld see it in he r eyes 
tha t she was in ter r ib le pa in . 

Both th ings were h a p p e n i n g at the s ame 
t ime . You h a d to go b a c k a n d forth a n d back 
a n d forth b e t w e e n ac t ions , b u t in b o t h places 
t he ac tors went al l -out a n d were d e t e r m i n e d 
to show the e m o t i o n s r equ i red for tha t scene. 

They pu t themselves i n tha t family's shoes . 
They displayed e m o t i o n s tha t were so in tense 
a n d so real that you would t h i n k they h a d 
gone t h r o u g h it themselves . 

To be able to act ou t e m o t i o n s that you 
have yet to exper ience , n o w that 's called talent . 

There is also a banjo scene whe re t he fam
ily par t ic ipa tes in a dance wi th t he rest of t he 
folks they are l iving wi th . 

The actors are so jolly wi th big smiles o n 
the i r faces. 

You could feel the ene rgy they give off so 
m u c h tha t it makes your feet t ingle a n d wan t 
to get up and dance . 

The play is excellent overall . The actors are 
b e y o n d a m a z i n g a n d the fact t ha t t he it does 
n o t lose the genu ine feeling of the book , is in
credible . 

You will definitely wish to see this play. 

A c c o r d i n g t o G a r c i a , t h e c lass

es h e l p e d h i m h o w to r e a d m u s i c 

as wel l as assis t h i m in h i s m u s i c a l 

t i m i n g abi l i t ies . 

S o m e of h i s m u s i c a l i n f luences 

i n c l u d e S t ing , C h e v e l l e a n d N e i l 

Pea r t , d r u m m e r for t h e P r o g R o c k 

b a n d R u s h . 

S a n d o v a l , t h e b a n d ' s bass i s t , 

sees h i s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e b a n d 

as m o r e t h a n j u s t s o m e t h i n g t o d o 

i n h i s s p a r e t i m e . 

"It's s o m e t h i n g else. A lo t of 

p e o p l e p l a y jus t as a h o b b y a n d 

to en joy t h e m s e l v e s , b u t w e t ake 

it rea l ly ser ious ly , w e t a k e it as a 

s e c o n d job," S a n d o v a l sa id . 

S p r o o s e Goose ' s u p c o m i n g 

p r o j e c t s i n c l u d e i n c o r p o r a t i n g 

"So G o o d Records , " a r e c o r d la

be l w h i c h w o u l d focus o n h e l p 

i n g o t h e r l o c a l b a n d s , r e l ea s ing its 

s e c o n d fu l l - l eng th a l b u m e n t i t l e d 

"Love P u m p " a n d h o s t i n g a r e 

l ease p a r t y for t h e a l b u m . 

Dance 
goes to 
nationals 

M E G A N W I N T E R S 

Arts Editor 
arts@talonmarks.com 

D a n c e D e p a r t m e n t Cha i r Janet 
Sande r son selected eight d a n c e stu
den ts tha t a t t ended the A m e r i c a n 
D a n c e Festival in t he N e w Eng land 
Regional , wh ich t ook place in Bos
ton , Mass . in February. 

A long wi th 32 o the r colleges 
a n d univers i t ies , Ce r r i t o s Col lege 
a t t ended the festival a n d advanced 
to the festival Gala in a piece, entjic 
t ied "ESL School Boys at a bus s top 
in Mont rea l , Quebec." 

Cer r i tos was chosen to a t tend 
na t iona l s as a n o n - r e g i o n select ion 
w h i c h will b e he ld May 27-29 at the 
John F. K e n n e d y Cen t e r for t h e Per
fo rming Ar t s in Wash ing ton , D.C. 

"This is t he Super Bowl of 
dance," f i rs t - t ime compe t i t o r Ed
gar Rodr iguez expla ined, "for a 
c o m m u n i t y college to m a k e it wi th 
such a d iverse g r o u p of s tuden t s 
a n d wi th different skill levels is an 
honor." 

A l t h o u g h the t r ip s eemed 
d o o m e d f rom the s tar t wi th flight 
delays, r o o m cancel la t ions , a n d 
n o t be ing able to pa r t i c ipa te in t he 
w o r k s h o p s , t h e Cer r i to s dancer s 
pu l led it off. 

"We've b e e n r ehea r ing for this 
c o m p e t i t i o n s ince last semester , 
we've b e e n p u t t i n g in a lot of w o r k 
in th i s especial ly because we were 
be ing judged," fellow dancer , D i a n a 
Gonza le s said. 

A l o n g wi th Gonza les a n d Ro
dr iguez t he o t h e r dance r s inc lude: 
Shaun F u i m a o n o , Victor Garcia , 
Steve Rosa, Popy Sarade th , Br ian 
Sholes, a n d M a l e n o Van Zitter. 

The d a n c e will b e p re sen ted at 
t he Spr ing 2010 D a n c e C o n c e r t 
tha t will t ake p lace M a r c h 25-27 in 
t he Burn igh t C e n t e r Theatre . 

O R L A N D O D O M I N G U E Z / T M 

H a r d w o r k p a y s o f f : Popy 
Saradeth(top) along with Edgar 
Rodriguez (middle) and Brian Sholes 
(bottom) rehearse for nationals. 
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Posada finds music for a getaway 
From a struggling 
childhood, Posada escapes 
and finds music 
at Cerritos 

W E N D Y S O L O R I O 

Staffwriter 
wendy.solorio@talonmarks.com 

W h e n life t h r o w s you a cu rve ball , you can 
ei ther learn from it a n d grow, or let it be an 
excuse to no t do s o m e t h i n g wi th your life. 

For Archy Posada, life jus t d idn ' t t h r o w a 
curve ball; It t h r e w a series of t h e m . 

F rom gang b a n g i n g to homelessness to 
d r u g addic t ion , his s tory of s t ruggle a n d ha rd 
ships to b e c o m e a successful college s tuden t 
can inspire anyone to get t h r o u g h college. 

Posada was b o r n a n d raised in C o m p t o n , 
Calif, s u r r o u n d e d by c r imina l activity that he 
eventual ly b e c a m e a pa r t of. 

"In e l emen ta ry school , I was a pre t ty g o o d 
kid w h o got good grades . I was even o n t h e 
h o n o r roll," Posada said, "but as I got older, 
I got involved wi th gangs, a n d s tar ted d o i n g 
d r u g s . " 

Being b o r n into a family wi th a h i s to ry of 
violence and gangs m a d e it even ha rde r for 
h i m to b reak away from living the life of a 
gangster. 

His on ly role mode l s as a child were o ther 
people w h o were involved wi th d r u g dea l ing 
and mos t of t h e m were m e m b e r s of his own 
family. 

"It was just a cycle of c r i m e a n d gangbang -
ing a m o n g the m e n , a n d it was h a r d to b reak 
away from it," he explained. "Everyone in m y 
family has some k ind of c o n n e c t i o n to t he 
streets. So w h e n I got involved it really wasn' t 
a surpr i se to anyone." 

Aside from life o n t he streets , Posada's life 
at h o m e wasn' t any better . G rowing up wi th an 
abusive father drove h i m even m o r e to find a 
sense of be long ing a m o n g c r imina ls . 

"I was k icked ou t of t he h o u s e w h e n I was 
16," Posada said. "Growing up, I always h a d to 
deal with d r a m a at h o m e , violent th rea t s f rom 

m y father, t h ings like that." 
Living the life of a c r imina l was wha t 

Posada cons ide red to be his on ly op t ion at the 
t ime . 

He l ea rned early o n that c r imina l s t ended 
to get m o n e y a n d mater ia l is t ic i tems m u c h 
quicker than those w h o were actual ly work ing 
toward a good career. 

"I saw so m a n y gangsters gain respect f rom 
o thers . I h e y m a d e a lot m o r e m o n e y t h a n m y 
teachers d id . So I t h o u g h t ' W h y w o u l d I wan t 
to go to school , w h e n I can have all of that 
now? ' " he said. 

So h o w is it tha t s o m e o n e like Posada 
b roke away f rom a reckless life of c r ime a n d 
violence? 

For h i m , it wasn't a single event that led 
h i m to t u r n his life a r o u n d . 

It t o o k several b lows to his m i n d and spirit 
in o rde r for h i m to beg in w o r k i n g on ob ta in 
ing a n e w life for himself. 

"I can't say it was s o m e t h i n g that clicked 
in to my h e a d overnight . It just c ame from 
years of l iving in anguish that m a d e me real
ize the re h a d to be s o m e t h i n g bet ter out the re 
t h a n this." 

H e enrol led in to Cer r i tos College af
ter g r adua t ing early from D o m i n g u e z High 
school in 2001 . He was 16 a n d didn ' t really 
have a major in m i n d yet. 

"I enrol led, b u t I d idn ' t really take it seri
ously," he said. "Music was always m y th ing . 
But at t he t ime , I d idn ' t k n o w you could pur 
sue a career in it. So I kept d r o p p i n g out a n d 
go ing back to sell ing drugs." 

Whi l e selling d r u g s , Posada often found 
himself in and ou t of jail to pay for the c r imes 
h e c o m m i t t e d . 

It t ook several s t ints in jail for h i m to fig
ure ou t wha t it was tha t h e really w a n t e d to do . 

"Each t ime I wou ld get sent to jail, I'd say 
to myself, 'Ok, w h e n I get out I 'm going to d o 
th ings r ight . I 'm going to get t h r o u g h school 
a n d d o s o m e t h i n g wi th m y life,' bu t t h e n I'd 
end u p get t ing ou t a n d screwing up again." 

It wasn' t unt i l t he s u m m e r of 2007 that 
Posada began to take his educa t ion at Cer r i tos 
College seriously. 

Today he is a vocal pe r fo rmance major 
a n d is very active in the Music d e p a r t m e n t . 

He is cu r ren t ly work ing wi th the Music 
d e p a r t m e n t to organize a schola rsh ip p r o 
g r a m tha t will benefit t hose s tudy ing mus i c at 
Cer r i tos College. 

Facul ty m e m b e r s in the Music D e p a r t 
ment , like Dr. DeMiche le , have also seen h i m 
grow as a s tuden t . 

"With his d e t e r m i n a t i o n and ha rd w o r k 
and wi th the help of his appl ied mus i c teach
er, Archy has m a d e great s t r ides in his voice 
a n d has explored I tal ian, F rench a n d Engl ish 
art song reper to i re and ope ra arias," she said. 
" W h a t also makes Archy special is his encour 
agemen t to o thers in the p r o g r a m . He's always 
oifering a special w o r d of pra ise or an ext ra 
loud applause." 

Posada has a few words of advice for o th 
er s tuden t s o n c a m p u s w h o m a y c o m e from 
b a c k g r o u n d s tha t are s imi lar to h i s own . 

"I 'm still no t d o n e s t ruggl ing . I still go 
t h r o u g h a lot of stuff ever s ince I s ta r ted c o m 
ing to school . I still have m o m e n t s w h e r e I 
want to go b a c k to do ing what I used to do," 
he said, "but for o the r peop le s t ruggl ing to get 
t h r o u g h college, don ' t ever t h i n k you can't d o 
it. You can d o wha t you wan t to do , a n d be 
w h o you wan t to be." 

Posada is p r epa r ing t o t ransfer at t he e n d 
of the spr ing semester . 

H e has a l ready been accepted to a few col
leges l ike Cal State Ful ler ton , a n d UC I rv ine , 
bu t is wai t ing to hea r f rom o n e of t w o schools 
he really wan t s to a t tend, wh ich are San Jose 
and San Francisco State. 

. g m u m m i i 

Music was always my thing. But 
at the time, I didn't know you 
could pursue a career in it. So 
I kept dropping out and going 
back to selling drugs. 

A r c h y Posada 
vocal perfomance major 

99 
S i n g i n g i n t u n e : Archy Posada sang in a recent concert that was put on by the Music Club 
to raise funds for Haiti earthquake relief victims. Posada is the treasurer and ICC representa
tive for the Music Club. 

I S E F R O M 
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Within every one of us is the power to heal. It's 
called marrow, and thousands of patients could 
potentially be saved by a marrow transplant. 

Join the Be The Match® marrow registry and fight 
for those with life-threatening diseases. Who knows? 
You could be the one to save a life. 

Take the first step at BeTheMatch.org. 
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Basketball gets coach and player of year 

T h e P a y O f f : Sophomore forward Marcellus Jackson flying high last season. He has since earnedc 
D A N I E L S A N D O V A L / 1 M 

nference play^ oft$e<yfe%tj? • 

S T E V E N Q U I N T A N A 

StaffWriter 
steven.quintana@talonmarks.com 

l h e South Coas t South Divis ion Conference player 

of the year and head coach of the year titles have been 

awarded to m e m b e r s of the Cer r i tos College Basketball 

p r o g r a m . 

Head coach Russ May is n o w coach of the year, 

while s o p h o m o r e forward Marcel lus Jackson has be

c o m e player of the year after the end of last season. 

"Honestly, I t h i n k if you are coach of the year you 

need to have players of the year, and I was for tunate to 

have some really good , t ough kids tha t really c o m p e t e d 

for me." May said. 

May led the Falcons to an 18-11 record this year and 

to a No. 12 seed in the playoffs. 

They faced Mt. San An ton io College Feb. 26 in t he 

second r o u n d and were b u m p e d out of the pos t - season 

in what Jackson called a very winnab le game. 

"Of course w h e n I look back I wou ld wan t to change 

some th ings but I t h i n k we all d id good as a team," Jack

son said. 

There were cer ta in th ings we could have d o n e be t t e r 

and that's p robably the mos t i m p o r t a n t par t , wha t cost 

us the g a m e is the little things," he added . 

Jackson was pleased to hear May was a n n o u n c e d 

coach of the year because of the adversi t ies the t e am 

faced and h o w May led t h e m t h r o u g h it. 

May was offered the pos i t ion of head coach after 

fo rmer h e a d coach Jesse Teplitzky res igned as coach 

after o n e year. "I 'm happy for the oppor tuni ty ," c o m 

m e n t e d May. "It was a great exper ience and there were 

a lot of challenges." 

Jackson said, "He came in late a n d he basically h a d 

what he h a d . . . a lot of kids wan ted to transfer ou t af

ter the s i tuat ion with ou r pe rv ious coach bu t we all jus t 

s tar ted work ing wi th him." 

"He worked with us and we just k n e w it was going to 

be a good season," he added . 

Schools have a l ready been con tac t ing Jackson with 

offers to jo in their p r o g r a m s . 

"Right n o w I haven't really m a d e any final decis ions, 

bu t at first I wan ted to leave California bu t n o w I 'm re

cons ider ing it." Jackson said. 

He wants to stay local but can't over look the offers 

presented from all over the country . 

"If I choose to stay in California, I will mos t likely 

go to Peppe rd ine or Riverside if I decide to leave, t h e n 

1 Iff l ook ing at bigger opt ions," he added . 

Wi th such a successful season b e h i n d h i m , May p re 

pares for next season wi th s t ronger recru i t ing process 

and some invaluable r e tu rne r s , like f reshman forward 

Willie Edwards . 

" [Edwards] is a first t e am All-League guy and a 

very s t rong and s teady influence and skilled." said May, 

"We're recru i t ing ha rd a n d t ry to b r ing in some guys to 

help bu i ld on the t radi t ion." 

It is still no t sure tha t May will be r e t u r n i n g next 

year, bu t there's n o compe t i t i on in sight. 

"I definitely want to be back and I 'm look ing for

w a r d to the o p p o r t u n i t y a n d I've appl ied for t he pos i 

t ion full-time," said May. 

May left his 10-year h e a d - c o a c h i n g j o b for t he Los 

Alami tos H igh School basketbal l t eam to take the o p 

p o r t u n i t y to coach the Falcons. 

As head coach at Los Alami tos , May led the Griffins 

to n ine league c h a m p i o n s h i p s as well as two CIF South

e rn Section championsh ip s in 2006, Divis ion I-A, a n d 

in 2007, Divis ion I-AA. 

Before his t ime as head coach at Los Alami tos , 

C o a c h May was assistant coach for the Cer r i to s College 

basketbal l t e am u n d e r head coaches Jack Bogdanovich 

a n d D e a n Ackland from 1994-1999. 

May spent some t i m e wear ing a Falcons jersey as 

well. His f reshman year in 1989 Cer r i tos w o n the C o n 

ference title and c a m e in second his s o p h o m o r e year. 

May also was awarded a South Coas t H o n o r a b l e M e n 

t ion his s o p h o m o r e year. 

May was cons ide red for the coach ing j o b last year 

t h o u g h it was given to Jesse Teplitzky. After Teplitzky 

left for an assistant coach ing j o b for a professional t e a m 

in Mexico, May was offered the job . 
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* A ( W o r l e f fffcss May planning inpr'eparation for next season. 

Offense strikes out in Cerritos baseballs defeat Baseball 
S C O T T W A T K I N S 

StaffWriter 
scott.watkins@taionmarks.com 

In the b o t t o m of the n in th wi th 
the g a m e clearly ou t of reach th i rd 
b a s e m e n Jacob Mayoral hi t a single 
t o r ight to b reak u p a no-h i t b id by 
C o m p t o n College p i tcher M a r t i n 
Vil lanueva, as the Cer r i tos College 
baseball t e am fell to C o m p t o n 8-0 
M o n d a y af te rnoon at Kincaid field. 

"I t h i n k the rain delay gave Vil
l anueva a chance to get some ex
tra rest and c o m e out t oday very 
strong," C o m p t o n h e a d coach Shan
n o n Wil l iams. "He was able to hit 
his spots , get ahead in coun t s a n d 
at tack the lefties on Cerri tos." 

The g a m e was originally sched
uled for Saturday bu t was p u s h e d 
back because of rain. 

l h e Falcons were also shut ou t 
by Mt. SAC on Friday losing 4-0. 

"We really jus t are no t very g o o d 
offensively r ight now," h e a d coach 
Jack Brooks said, "we can't w in play
ing like this." 

The Falcons are n o w 1-2 in the 
South Coas t Conference a n d 5-9 
overall. 

D u r i n g Thursday's game against 
Mt. SAC the Falcons failed to get 
any th ing going offensively. 

"At this level you have to m a k e 
ad jus tments d u r i n g games to be 
able to compete," Falcons ' assistant 
coach A n t h o n y M o r e n o said. "We 
do not do that a n d it is s o m e t h i n g 
that t he players will have to do n o w 
mov ing forward." 

This m a r k s the four th defeat in 
a row, inc lud ing be ing swept for 
the first t ime in the i r history, for 
the Falcons against the Tartars . Last 
season was m u c h different, whe re 
Cer r i to s d o m i n a t e d the Tar tar base 
ball t eam. 

Wi l l i ams said, "We have b e e n 
able to get basebal l players here , 
in the pas t we have got ten great 
a thletes bu t they were no t basebal l 
players, it is easy to coach w h e n you 
have great basebal l p l a y e r s , " 

The Falcon coaches believe tha t 

this C o m p t o n t eam is a formidable 

o p p o n e n t . 

" C o m p t o n does a lot of th ings 

well, it is very fast a n d athlet ic , r uns 

a lot on t he base pa ths a n d plays a 

very aggressive style of baseball," 

M o r e n o said. 

The Tartars were aggressive on 

the base pa ths against the Falcons 

s teal ing five bases a n d be ing picked-

off th ree t imes by Falcons ' s ta r t ing 

p i tcher Chr i s Villalobos. 

Vil lalobos went 4 and two-

th i rds giving u p six r u n s a n d s t ruck 

ou t four. 

"Wi th the offense going like 

that , there's defiantly pressure , I feel 

like I have to be perfect every t i m e 

out," he said. 

The bu l lpen p i tched fairly well 

wi th 3 r u n s in t h r ee and one - th i rd . 

"The bu l lpen was the lone br igh t 

spot in today's game," Brooks said. 
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S t r o n g d e f e n s e : Chris Villalobos pitched well in last Monday's loss to Compton. 

Work out tip of the week: low impact leg workouts 
M I G U E L S A L A S 

staffwriter 
miguel.salas@talonmarks.com 

This m o n t h we've dec ided to s tar t ou r a th

letic t ip of the week; it will inc lude th ings such 

as workou t s , s t retches, t ips a n d suggest ions . 

W i t h March be ing woman 's h i s to ry m o n t h , 

we've dec ided start ou r athlet ic t ip series wi th 

a workou t rou t ine m o r e d i rec ted toward the 

ladies. 

W o m e n usual ly have different p rob lem ar

eas, different fitness goals and have to des ign 

the i r workou t p r o g r a m s accordingly. 

However a n y b o d y can d o these workou t s ; 

W h e t h e r its school , work, kids , or all of the 

above, m o s t of us here at Cer r i tos College 

don' t have the t ime to fit a t w o - h o u r g y m ses

sion into ou r day. So an quick workou t you 

can d o at h o m e wi th little to n o e q u i p m e n t is 

m o r e t h a n ideal. Here is an easy rou t ine you 

can d o to workou t your lower body. 

A n y workou t shou ld be s tar ted ou t wi th a 

w a r m - u p , an easy 5 m i n u t e l ight jog should 

be sufficient followed by a n o t h e r 5-10 m i n u t e 

s tretch to avoid any injuries. 

These exercises could be d o n e with l ighter 

weights of about 10-15 lbs in each h a n d or n o 

weight at all d e p e n d i n g on your s t rength level. 

D o a set of each, o n e after the other, 

s t re tch ing in be tween as n e e d e d unt i l you are 

d o n e . 

Calf Raise: Wi th the dumbbe l l s at your 

side, s tand on the edge of a step or small ledge 

so that your heels fall off the back and your 

toes are ho ld ing you up. Slowly lower your 

heels d o w n as far as they go. Slowly push 

yourself up us ing your toes and tense the calf 

muscles . 

Pause at this top pos i t ion for one second 

and repeat . D o 5 sets of 12. 

Squats: Cross your a rms ho ld ing the 

weights at your shoulders . 

Keep legs a bit wider than shoulder wid th 

a n d your back straight . Squat d o w n to a po in t 

where your u p p e r legs are a lmost paral lel 

wi th the floor as if si t t ing in a chair. Pause for 

a brief second t h e n p u s h back up to s t and ing 

pos i t ion . D o 4 sets of 10. 

Lunges: Stand with your feet toge ther a n d 

hold the dumbbe l l s at your side. 

Keeping your back straight , slowly s tep 

forward with your left leg so your knee is ben t 

at about a 90-degree angle. 

Step your leg back to s tar t ing pos i t ion and 

repeat with your r ight leg. To avoid injury, 

don ' t let your knees touch the g r o u n d . D o 4 

sets of 15. 

By keeping the reps h igh you will tone and 

firm the musc le you a l ready have ins tead of 

bu i ld ing new muscle mass . Low weight will 

p reven t an increase in size in the muscle . 

The m o r e lean musc le mass you have the 

m o r e b o d y fat you will b u r n du r ing the day 

a n d even in your sleep. 

As your t e chn ique gets bet ter you can 

a d d s o m e m o r e sets a n d increase the weight. 

Make sure to pick up next weeks issue of Talon 

M a r k s for ou r women's u p p e r b o d y workou t . 
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wins game 
A N D R E W P E R E Z 

StaffWriter 

andrew.perez@talonmarks.com 

Nick Q u e z a d a t h r e w a comple te 

g a m e shu tou t to lead the Cer r i tos 

College basebal l to a 4-0 v ic tory 

over visi t ing Los Angeles Valley 

College, last Friday. 

The f reshman p i tcher ea rned 

his first v ic tory of the season a n d 

his record is n o w 1-1. 

"I was able to hit m y spots with 

m y slider a n d felt like I was jus t in 

g roove all game, ' he said. 

The Falcons have n o w w o n two 

s t ra ight games after los ing the i r 

p rev ious four - in -a - row and the i r 

r eco rd is 4-7. 

"It is big for us a n d it is big for 

Nick because he was been a t ough 

luck loser so far this season," head 

coach Jack Brooks said. 

" O u r offense was a little stag

nate bu t that t ends to h a p p e n w h e n 

you have a great p i t ch ing perfor

mance," he said. 

The M o n a r c h s were shor t -

h a n d e d for Friday's g a m e because 

of a b e n c h c lear ing brawl the game 

before against Mt. SAC a n d the i r 

b e n c h was s u s p e n d e d for r u n n i n g 

o n to the field. 

The two have been playing base 

ball toge ther since the age of 4 a n d 

accord ing to Se r r ano b e g a n catch

ing his cous in as f reshman in h igh 

school . 

"I k n o w wha t h e wan t s to t h r o w 

a n d h o w his ball moves so the re de

fiantly a comfor t level be tween us," 

Se r r ano said. "I k n o w h o w his fast

ball breaks d o w n and in to r ight

h a n d e r s a n d tha t helps because 

h e is ha rd to catch because all the 

m o v e m e n t o n his pitches." 

: L J 
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Falcons win 
in nailbiter 

A N D R E W P E R E Z 

StaffWriter 
andrew.perez@talonmarks.com 

Natalie Garcia's g a m e - w i n n i n g RBI walk he lped 

p u s h the Cer r i tos College softball t e a m to a 3-2 South 

Coas t Confe rence v ic tory over Mt. San A n t o n i o Col

lege on Tuesday at N a n c y Kelly field. 

Wi th the bases loaded a n d one ou t in the b o t t o m 

of the seventh inn ing , Garcia's pa t i ence at the plate was 

awarded wi th a four-pi tch walk to h a n d the Falcons the 

victory. 

"I was really nervous," Garc ia said. 

"It feels good to win because this was a big g a m e in 

the conference," she added . 

The stage for Garcia's game w i n n i n g - o p p o r t u n i t y 

was set wi th a lead off walk to s o p h o m o r e second base

m a n Lindsey M a r q u e z a n d a pa i r of o n e - o u t singles 

from f reshman Rochell R o m e r o a n d s o p h o m o r e th i rd 

b a s e m a n Brandi R u m m e l . 

The Falcons improved the i r r ecord to 19-3 on the 

season a n d p u s h e d the i r South Coas t Confe rence re

cord to 6-0 after the i r v ic tory over t he defend ing state 

c h a m p i o n Moun t i e s . 

"It was intense," said Saman tha Garcia, whose single 

in the four th i nn ing t ied the g a m e at o n e apiece. 

"I t h i n k we shou ld have w o n by a lot more," she 

added . 

"It's really o u r first close g a m e that we've finished 

a n d won," H e a d C o a c h Kodee M u r r a y said. 

The Falcons defensive play was once again errorless 

t h r o u g h o u t the g a m e b e h i n d the p i t ch ing of s o p h o 

m o r e Hi l lary Perez-Ashley. 

She p i tched a comple te g a m e s t r ik ing ou t five ba t 

ters whi le giving u p seven h i t s t o t h e Moun t i e s , o n e of 

wh ich was a h o m e r u n , to improve h e r record to 15-0. 

S o p h o m o r e leftfielder Dev in Sa lmones d idn ' t wan t 

t he pas t to repeat itself as t he defending state c h a m p s 

were able to escape N a n c y Kelly field wi th a v ic tory last 

season. 

"It's always a c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e a us" said Sa lmo

nes . "I was just do ing m y part," she added . 

The Falcons will nex t b e visi t ing Los Angeles Har 

bo r o n Thursday at 3 p .m. 

Cerritos alumnus now a Met 

Whenever I talked to my 
agent, the Mets' name al
ways came up. Vm just 
happy to be here. 

Rod Bara jas 

w 

A N D R E W P E R E Z 

Sta f fWr i t e r 
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Rod Barajas, former Al l -Amer ican 
ca tcher for the Cer r i tos College base
ball t e am, s igned a one-year con t rac t 
t ha t guaran tees h i m at least $500,000 
wi th t h e N e w York Mets this u p c o m i n g 
season. 

His con t rac t doesn ' t e n d 
the re , his salary 
cou ld increase u p 
to $900,000 if he 
makes the 2 5 - m a n 
active rOster dur 
ing t he regular 
season, a n d w h e n 
inc lud ing perfor
m a n c e bonuses , he 
can ea rn u p to $1.1 
mi l l ion d e p e n d 
ing on> h o w m a n y 
games h e s tar ts 
as ca tcher for the 
Mets . 

" W h e n e v e r I ta lked to my agent , t he 
Mets n a m e always came up," Barajas 
said. "I 'm jus t h a p p y to be he re now." 

Barajas played for the Cer r i tos Col 
lege basebal l t e a m in 1994, whe re he hi t 
four h o m e runs a n d 33 runs ba t ted in 
as he was n a m e d 1st Team All-South 
Coas t Confe rence as des ignated hi t ter 
his f reshman year. 

His second season wi th the Falcons 
in 1995 was even be t te r t h a n his first as 
h e be l ted ou t n ine h o m e r u n s a n d 45 
r u n s ba t t ed in wi th a .387 ba t t ing aver
age to ea rn Ai l -Amer ican h o n o r s and 
help lead the Falcons to a South Coas t 
Confe rence championsh ip . 

H e also showed off h is skills wi th his 
glove by spli t t ing t ime at first base and 
ca tcher for the Falcons. 

Rod is a local w h o a t t ended a n d 
g r adua t ed from Santa Fe High School 
in 1994 whe re after be ing ineligible to 
play baseball for the Chiefs his j un io r 
year, he r e s p o n d e d wi th his senior year 

by ea rn ing 1st t e a m All-League h o n o r s . 
"Best ca tcher tha t I have ever been 

around," said Steve Hendry , fo rmer h igh 
school coach of Barajas, "he's jus t an all 
a r o u n d great baseba l l player a n d a g o o d 
teammate . " 

O u t of the 26 games played in his se
n io r season, Barajas h a d at least o n e hit 
in 25 of t h e m to help lead t he Chiefs to 
a CIF semi-finals appea rance . 

" R o d cou ld al
ways be c o u n t e d on 
to c o m e t h r o u g h 
in t he clutch," said 
Eric Mallory, fo rmer 
h igh school t e a m 
m a t e of Barajas, 
"you could always 
c o u n t o n h i m to 
b e a h a r d - w o r k i n g 
player." 

Mal lo ry m o s t 
a d m i r e s Barajas' 
resi l ience, for after 
be ing ove r shadowed 

by h igh school t e a m m a t e M a r k Kotsay, 
future college basebal l G o l d e n Spikes 
Award w i n n e r a n d major leaguer, he 
still kept his w o r k e th ic t o p no tch a n d 
neve r gave up . 

Barajas, n o w at t he age of 34, has a 
major league career ba t t ing average of 
.238 and since 2002 , has t h r o w n ou t at 
least 33 per cent of w o u l d b e base steal
ers . 

Last year wi th Toron to Blue Jays, 
Barajas h a d o n e of his best seasons as he 
l a u n c h e d 19 h o m e r u n s , hi t career h igh 
71 r u n s ba t t ed in a n d a .226 ba t t i ng av
erage in 429 at -bats . 

His 71 runs ba t ted in is t he m o s t any 
Mets player h a d all last season, except 
for al l-star t h i r d b a s e m a n Dav id Wright . 
Also, h is 19 h o m e r u n s su rpassed the 
Mets h o m e r u n leader by seven. 

Barajas is also durab le b e h i n d the 
plate as h e played in at least 104 ou t of 
162 games in four of h is last six major 
league seasons . 

In the 2008 and 2009 seasons c o m -

b incd , w h e n catching, h is p i t che r^ERAs 
were a 3 .81, t he four th lowest a m o n g 
major league catchers . 

But still ne i ther Barajas no r t he Mets 
got the i r first choice, for Barajas was 
wish ing for a con t rac t that lasted m o r e 
t h a n a season, a n d the Mets would have 
preferred ve te ran ca tcher Bengie M o -
Una, bu t negot ia t ions fell ou t w h e n he 
dec ided to r e tu rn to the San Francisco 
Giants . 

Barajas also h a d the op t ion of s ign
ing wi th his former t e a m the Texas 

Rangers as a b a c k u p catcher, bu t the 
possibil i ty of be ing an everyday catcher 
is w h a t "swayed h i m towards t h e Mets . 

Now, wi th the s igning of Barajas, the 
Mets n o w have the d i l e m m a of choos 
ing a s ta r t ing ca tcher ou t of six, all of 
w h o m played in t he major leagues l a s t ; 
season . 

W i t h the 2010 season jus t a r o u n d 
the corner , Barajas will have o p p o r t u n i - . 
ties to catch for al l-stars Johan San tana 
a n d closer Frankie Rodr iguez while 
m a k i n g a r u n for t he Wor ld Series r ing. 

P H O T O C O U R T E S Y O F J O R D A N B A S T I A N / M L B . C O M 

M r . M e t : Former Cerritos baseball player Rod Barajas recently signed a contract with the 
New York Mets. Barajas led the Falcons to a South Coast Conference championship in 1995. 

Falcon F i t n e s s 
Tip of -the Week 

Ta lon Marks now brings you weekly health tips in
spired by real college level athletic conditioning. Look 
for t h e m in the Ta lon Marks print edit ion and online 

at lalonmarks.com! 

TM CLASSIFIEDS 
JOBS 

Bartenders 
Bartenders Wanted for FT/PT. N o experience required. Earn $20-$70 per hour. 

Call 213.261.4153. 

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY! 
WWW.TALONMARKS.COM 

Summer Sessions J 
2010 at CSULB 1 

No formal admission to CSUIQ required 
Earn units toward your degree • Enroll on a "space available" basis 

TVVO 0-WEEK SESSIONS 
Juno 1-July 9 ($13) 

July 12*AugU8t 20 ($33) 

ONE 12*WEEK SESSION 
Juno ^August 20 (330) 

Registration begins April 0. 
Call: ( 800 ) 9 0 3 - 3 2 6 0 ext . 6 0 0 0 1 for more Information. 

www .ccp0,«iulMdu/»umnwr omalli *ummer<9ccpe,«$ulb.edu 

Higher Learning. 

CSUDH 15 S H U A C C E P T I N G APPLICATIONS F O R TRANSFER A N D G R A D U A T E STUDENTS. 
APPLYTO0AYATCSUMENTOS.EDU 
S o d o n ' t w a i t . A p p l y w h i l e t h e r e ' s s t i l l s p a c e . S e e f o r y o u r s e l f w h y a p p l y i n g 

t o C S U D H is a s m a r t I n v e s t m e n t i n y o u r f u t u r e , w i t h : 

A f f o r d a b l e t u i t i o n a n d f i n a n c i a l a i d o p t i o n s 

• • S i m p l i f i e d t r a n s f e r p r o c e s s 

~* C o n v e n i e n t location c l o s e t o h o m e a n d w o r k 

• W i d e s e l e c t i o n o f I r v d e m a n d d e g r e e p r o g r a m s 

~> H i g h c l a s s a v a i l a b i l i t y f o r t h e c l a s s e s y o u n e e d 

S m a l l c l a s s e s t a u g h t b y d e d i c a t e d f a c u l t y 

- * U n i q u e i n t e r n s h i p a n d r e s e a r c h o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

C$UDM.EDU/Future$tu<Jent$ 
1000 E, Victoria Street • Carson, California 90747 

California State University 
WJ DOmiNGUEZ MILS 
Call (310) £43*369$ to team more. 
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