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Food 
drive 
collects 
cans 

ELIETH KOULZONS 
Associate Online Editor 

ekoulzons8@talonmarks.com 

The ASCC collected well over 
5,000 cans for the canned food 
drive held for the m o n t h s of N o 
vember and December . 

This food drive was held to help 
the people of low or no income of 
Norwalk . 

"People w h o were no t able to af
ford food the hol idays will be given 
the o p p o r t u n i t y to enjoy a meal," 
said Kevin Mar t inez , ASCC c o m 
miss ioner of fine arts and c o m m u 
nicat ions . 

M a n y of the clubs on campus 
con t r ibu ted to the drive no t on ly 
for charity, b u t as a club compet i 
t ion. 

I l i e C o u r t Repor t ing Club col
lected the majori ty of cans, the re 
fore w i n n i n g the compe t i t ion . 

It is es t imated that it collected 
about 2,000 to 2,500 cans, accord
ing to Mar t inez . 

A l though the club will no t re
ceive any m o n e t a r y m e a n s of com
pensa t ion , it will receive a p laque at 
the awards banque t held this Fri
day. 

The cans that were collected 
were p icked up by an organiza t ion 
that collects cans and dis t r ibutes 
t h e m to those in need. 

"I t h i n k this food drive was a 
wonderfu l idea," A S C C Pres ident 
Michael Barri ta said, "It gave the 
s tudents on c a m p u s the o p p o r t u n i 
ty to con t r ibu te and show suppor t 
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Five teams win 
championships 

for Cerritos 
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Cuts 
GUSTAVO RANGEL 

StaffWriter 
grangel8@talonmarks.com 

Economic confusion has hit the 
country, and the state is in e c o n o m 
ic distress. 

Act ing Pres ident Bill Fa rmer 
expresses that Cerr i tos College isn't 
i m m u n e to cuts from the state. 

Sacrificies would need to b e 
made , like budge t cuts and tui t ion 
increases. 

l h e way th ings are going, there 
migh t be a 59 percent budge t cut 
to classes, a 57 percen t r educe in 
credit classes, and 28 percen t to 
non-c red i t classes. 

Each d e p a r t m e n t has been asked 
to cut a small n u m b e r of classes, bu t 
to be careful no t to cause any h a r m 
and cut classes that are essential to 
g radua t ing or t ransferr ing. 

Cerr i tos College's a n n u a l bud
get is approximate ly $100 mil l ion. 

Eighty-eight pe rcen t of that 
goes to salaries and benifits. That 
leaves $12 mil l ion that is suseptible 
to cuts . 

Also, p lans to raise the pr ice pe r 
un i t on Jan. 1 are in place. The pr ice 
per uni t would go from $20 to $26. 

Futher into the future, the pr ice 
pe r uni t would be p r o p o s e d to go 
up to $30 o n July 1. 

That measure hasn' t been passed 
yet. 

"Most of (the proposa ls for bud
get cuts to c o m m u n i t y colleges) has 
been voted down," said Jesus Olve-
ra, ASCC commiss ione r of budge t 
and finance. 

Some s tudents are wor r i ed 
about the rise in the tui t ion, even if 
the budge t cuts don' t h a p p e n . 

"I a m conce rned that tu i t ion will 
go up , bu t gas prices went down , 
bu t I d o u b t tu i t ion will go d o w n 
too," c o m m e n t e d E i m a n Farooqui , 

See B u d g e t page 3 

ssible at Cerritos 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY TIM DICKERSON & RICK GOMEZ 

SCHOOL'S OUT FOR WINTER 

m 
* 'I 

• jt * *. * ' , v i , ( < 

SCOTT WATKTNS/TM 
S e m e s t e r e n d i n g : Finals are next week. The fall semester ends on Dec. 19 
and Cerritos College will be out of session for the winter break. The spring 
semester will start on Jan. 12. 

Construction continues on campus 
CELIA AUSTIN 

Coi'tributor 
editor@talonmarks.com 

Detours , t hey are wha t the s tudents see 
a r o u n d Cer r i tos College w h e n walk ing on cam
pus to go to the i r classes and even looking for a 
pa rk ing space at the lot. 

There is so m u c h cons t ruc t ion going on at 
Cer r i tos College tha t it is ha rd to ignore. 

The th ree major cons t ruc t ion sites are: 
• t he n e w classroom bu i ld ing next to the Physi

cal Science bui ld ing , 
• t he demol i t ion of t he Research a n d Devel

o p m e n t bu i ld ing to m a k e way for the Auto 

Technology expans ion a n d 
» t he u n d e r g r o u n d piping be tween the Learn

ing Resource Cente r a n d Admiss ions office. 
The n e w Class room Building will house labs 

a n d offices for physical science a n d therapis ts . 

The C-6 lot will be complete ly b locked begin
n ing Feb. 2009, to finish bui ld ing it. S tudents will 
have to find pa rk ing elsewhere. 

Rober t Riffle, d i rector of physical p lan t at 
Cer r i tos College, said tha t the demol i t ion of the 
Research a n d Deve lopment bu i ld ing will be d o n e 
wi th in two weeks, but the expans ion of the Auto 
Technology will s tart on April . 

l h e Research and Deve lopmen t c lassrooms 

were moved to t he Technology Building. 
Cer r i tos College is do ing all of th is improve

m e n t wi th m o n e y from the G O b o n d . The con
s t ruc t ion m a n a g e m e n t c o m p a n y is Bovis Lend 
Lease. 

Jerry Jones of Bovis Lend Lease, said tha t by 
Spring 2009 there shou ld no t be any m o r e block
ing on campus . 

Cabinet moves forward in iFALCON s January launch 
TIM DICKERSON 

Editor-in-Chief 
editor@talonmarks.com 

At the ASCC's Cabine t an
n o u n c e d the forward m o v e m e n t of 
the n e w LCD screen, where the iF
A L C O N campa ign is going toward 
in its January launch and what is be
ing d o n e wi th t he water p roposa ls at 

its last mee t ing on Monday. 
Hol ly Bogdanovich , d i rec tor of 

Student Activities, said the LCD 
screen will be instal led on Friday "if 
the wea ther is good." 

ASCC Pres ident Michael Barri ta 
was surpr i sed it c ame so soon. 

The LCD screen will replace the 
m a r q u e e tha t is cur ren t ly in front of 
the Student Center . 

"I h o p e this will be the start of 
the renovat ion (of the Student C e n 
ter)," Barri ta said. 

If t he L C D screen is installed on 
Friday as p lanned , it will take longer 
unt i l it's r u n n i n g . 

iFALCON has come a long way 
over t he semester. 

"It will be l aunch ing off in Janu
ary," Barri ta said. 

Barri ta said h e wan ted to m a k e 
the pos te rs and adver t i sements to 
represent the major discipl ines at 
Cer r i tos College a n d get one of each 
gender to pose for t h e m . 

H e said there are about 10 disci
pl ines comple ted n o w a n d the goal 
is t o get every major one . 

See C a b i n e t page 2 
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Editor-in-Chief 

editar@talonmarks.com 

With the fires in California that d idn ' t 
affect Cer r i tos College much , Osca r Fran
co dec ided that s o m e t h i n g mus t b e d o n e 
to help. 

l he ASCC commiss ione r of s tudent 
ou t reach has placed blue piggie banks 
a r o u n d c a m p u s at: 
• the Student Center , 
• the S tudent Activities office, 
» the admin i s t r a t ion office, 
• the library, 
• the Social Science Building, 
• the s tuden t heal th center and 
» t he Liberal Ar ts Building. 

" ( t h e s e banks) are for the needs of 
people w h o lost the i r homes," F ranco 
said. 

Franco encourages anyone to dona te 
whatever they can into these b a n k s . 

"Spare change , coins , whatever people 
can give," h e said. 

Ihe dead l ine for this collect ion of 
m o n e y is next Wednesday. 

l h e banks are located in visible ar
eas where they can be kept an eye i n by 
employees , such as the Taco Bell a n d the 
front desk of the library. TIM DICKERSON/'] M 

English department holds reading for Professor Swanson 
ELIETH KOCLZONS 
Associate Online Editor 

ekoulzons8@talonmarks.com 

l he English D e p a r t m e n t held a 
reading for Jack Swanson on Nov. 
20 in the teleconference center. 

Jack Swanson, English professor, 
has been on sick leave since he was 
d iagnosed with th roa t cancer this 
past summer . 

Swanson was one of the mos t 
liked a n d wel l -respected faculty 
m e m b e r s on this campus , said Eng
lish professor Philip Hu. 

Hu was responsible for organiz
ing the event along with help from 
Dave G u n n , Ins t ruc t iona l Media 
P roduc t ion Specialist for the mul t i 
media d e p a r t m e n t . 

Teachers from the English de
p a r t m e n t were offered the o p p o r t u 
nity to read ei ther their own origi
nal works or the works of publ ished 
au thors . 

M a n y of the inspirat ional pieces 
as well as mot ivat ional pieces that 
were read touched some of the stu
dents w h o a t t ended the reading. 

F e r n a n d o Acosta, English major, 

said, "He (Swanson) needs suppor t 
and mot iva t ion a n d I 'm glad the 
teachers read pieces that showed we 
got his back." 

Al though mos t of ihe teach
ers read stories and recited p o e m s , 
English professor Frank Gaik shared 
s o m e t h i n g different at the event. 

He presented an aud io clip of 
t he song "Surely C h i s h e l m Trail," 
pe r fo rmed by Swanson and o the r 
m e m b e r s of his onl ine band . 

"He comes out cussing at the be 
g inn ing of the song a n d it showed 
a side of Swanson I didn' t know," 

giggled Jessica Arambula , Swanson's 
former s tudent . 

Swanson is missed very m u c h 
a n d has left m a n y s tudents feeling 
e m p t y wi thou t his cheerful pres
ence, said Angelica Vaasquez, his
tory major. 

This t ime, s tudents and other 
d e p a r t m e n t s and were no t given the 
oppo r tun i t y to read their pieces . 

However, having ano the r read
ing for Swanson in the spr ing se

mester, is a possibility, said Hu. 
The reading was video taped and 

will be given to Swanson. 
"I h o p e Swanson enjoys it, and 

then focuses on his t r ea tment a n d 
rehab, a n d re tu rns to us as soon 
as he is able," Hu hoped, "For m e 
personally, I can't wait to have h i m 
back, l h e end of the Liberal Arts 
hallway is just not the same wi thou t 
Swanson's grace, smile, f r iendship 
and w a r m t h d o w n there as anchor." 

Arcos 
wins 
Poli Sci 
award 

ERNESTO GOMEZ 
News Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

The th i rd M y D e m o c r a c y video 
editorial compet i t ion was he ld in 
the Burnight Cen te r Theatre on 
Nov. 25. 

Political science professor Bry
an Reece served as m o d e r a t o r for 
the compet i t ion , wh ich has been 
sponsored by the Political Science 
D e p a r t m e n t for the past th ree se
mesters . 

The compet i t ion consis ted of 
the top 11 videos , with first, second 
and th i rd place winners . There was 
also the fan favorite. 

The first place w i n n e r was Ca thy 
Arcos wi th her video titled, "Gay 
Marriage." 

Her video was a compi la t ion of 
the different po in t of views on gay 
marr iage . 

Arcos was no t present to receive 
her $500 prize. 

l h e second place w i n n e r was 
F e r n a n d o Villalobos Jr. with his vid
eo titled, "From Civilian to Soldier." 
Villalobos was also no t present to 
collect h is $250 prize. 

l h e th i rd place w i n n e r was 
R icha rd .DeLeon wi th his v ideo ti
tled, "Legalize It." 

He also won the fan favorite 
award, b o t h prizes came wi th a 
$150 check. 

"I 'm happy," h e said. "I 'm going 
to spend the m o n e y on m y car," , r , . , 
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N O W IN WESTFIELD WEST COVINA 

O N L I N E I N F O R M A T I O N C E N T E R 

T a k e y o u r e d u c a t i o n t o t h e n e x t l e v e l 
w i t h a l e a d e r in o n l i n e e d u c a t i o n . 

• Take a self-guided tour of online courses 
• Discover lhe online degrees and certificates available 
• Speak with an advisor to review your goals 
• Learn about available financial aid options 

Visit today and take the next step to higher-level learning. 

National University Online Information Center 
WESTFIELD WEST C O V I N A 
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O p e n House i Tables filled with goodies welcomed curious visitors. 
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TzVri W t r S e s s n 
CUL&R! 

Reach your goals in 2 0 0 9 . . . 
Attend Winter Session at The Beach! 

Move closer to graduation. Earn up to 4 units toward your degree 
in just three weeks. 

T h e r e is s t i l l t i m e t o g i v e y o u r s e l f a g i f t . . . r e g i s t e r n o w ! 
• Fast easy registration 
• No formal admission to CSULB required 
• Transfer Units 

For more information call (800) 9 6 3 - 2 2 5 0 ext. 6 0 0 0 1 
Email: winter@uces.csuib.edu -Mjfjjlj 
Web site: www.uces.csulb.edu/winter 
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Sign u p for Ticket #24589 
Jour 122 - Creat ing Podcast for Med ia 

C o u r s e t e a c h e s t h e p r i n c i p l e s a n d p r a c t i c e of w r i t i n g for a u d i o p o d c a s l s 
e m p h a s i z i n g n e w s a n d i n f o r m a t i o n . Sho r t p o d c a s t s h o w s wil l b e d e v e l o p e d in 
c l a s s . S t u d e n t s wil l l e a r n m i c r o p h o n e t e c h n i q u e s , t h e u s e of a u d i o , s t u d i o p r o c e 
d u r e , a n d h o w to d e v e l o p a p p r o p r i a t e c o n t e n t for a p r o d c a s t s h o w o r n e w s c a s t . 

Class b e g i n s Feb. 5th 
Thursdays 6 - 7:15 p.m. + 1.2 hours arranged 

Donations from 
Best Buy adorn the 
new offices located 
in the Technology 
Building. 

ERNESTO GOMEZ 

News Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

I h e Pathways P rog rams De
p a r t m e n t held its open house on 
Nov. 3 to show the Cer r i tos College 
c o m m u n i t y its new offices. 

Tables full of goodies such as 
chips, cookies and chocolates wel
c o m e d guests interested in explor
ing the n e w facilities. To the left 
en t rance is the Economic Develop
m e n t office and the Research and 
Gran t s office. 

These new offices are still not 
p e r m a n e n t and are cons idered 
swing space, " l h e r e is still no t ime
f r ame" says Na than Durdel la , di
rector of research and p lanning , in 
regards to how long they will be in 
these offices. 

They are in n o rush though , 
since Durde l la states, "these offices 
are more central ; closer to the cen
ter of campus." 

The Foster a n d Care offices were 
the recipients of a compu te r dona
t ion done by Best Buy. They will 
also be dona t ing two more com
pu te r t e rmina l s that will be used by 
the foster you th for resumes , and 
h o m e w o r k . 

The compu te r s will be available 
free of charge for those that are en
rolled in the foster you th p r o g r a m . 

Lori Switanowski states, "We 
love the n e w offices. We are very 
grateful to Cer r i tos (College)." 

gets focus on majors 
Continued from page 1 

So far, the campa ign has: 
• pre- law 
• p r e - m e d 
• music 
• engineer ing , 
• science, 
• business , 
• peace and conflict, 
• m a t h and 
• English. 
O n the Web site, Barr i ta said he 

wants to see focus pages on the stu
den ts that utilize the habi ts of m i n d 
expressed by iFALCON. 

I h e pages would be u p d a t e d to 
show cur ren t s tudents wha t they 

B u d g e t : 

Cuts may 
come 

Continued from page 1 
fine arts major. 

The governor had declared a 
fiscal emergency. 

"I a ssume financial aid will be 
a good idea if tu i t ion is raised," 
said Oscar Franco, ASCC C o m 
miss ioner of Student Ou t reach . 

Financial Aid will no t be af
fected due to the fact that the 
m o n e y comes from the federal 
gove rnmen t and no t from the 
state budget . 

"Students that pay out of the i r 
pocke ts will suffer," said Angelica 
Oren las , economics major. 

California budge ts go more to 
universi t ies t h a n toward the c o m 
m u n i t y colleges. 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY 

TIM DICKERSON 

become . 
"We b e c o m e whoever we envi

sion," Barri ta said. "I wan t this to be 
the under ly ing t h e m e of the iFAL
C O N campaign." 

The water proposa ls are t u r n e d 
in and Barri ta wants the water foun
ta ins to be fixed in the areas that 
need t h e m the mos t first. 

He wants to focus on the Athlet
ics D e p a r t m e n t first. 

Water p roposa ls were t u r n e d in 
by the ASCC Cabine t m e m b e r s as a 
way to evaluate the water fountains 
on c a m p u s to tell facilities which 
ones need work to be u p to a cer ta in 
s t andard . 

Food Drive: 
Cans of 
goodness 

Continued from page 1 

to those in need." 

Foods such as Top R a m e n 

soups , C u p - O - N o o d l e s , bagged 

chips, a n d l iquid p o u c h e d d r inks 

were also con t r ibu ted to the food 

drive. 

Felipe G o m e z , ma thema t i c s 

major, said, "I wou ld walk past 

the Student Activities office a n d 

would get t emp ted to eat all the 

food there." 

Consue lo Mar t inez , u n d e 

c ided major, said, "It feels g o o d 

to k n o w that the s tudents of Cer

ri tos care e n o u g h to provide food 

for others." 

She added , "It makes m e 

p r o u d to see h o w m a n y people 

actually care." 

Woodworking classes may go through the buzzsaw 
AMARIS CERVANTES 

Contributor 

editor@talonmarks.com 

T h e laying off of i n s t ruc to r s , 

as well as the cu t t i ng of classes, is 

wha t the W o o d w o r k i n g D e p a r t 

m e n t at Ce r r i t o s College faces th is 

c o m i n g semester . 

Two of the in s t ruc to r s were 

s t uden t s for abou t 10 years , bu t are 

be ing laid off because they don ' t 

have the p r o p e r college degree . 

Budge t cuts in t he d e p a r t m e n t 

have also played a role in this si tu

a t ion , as well as be ing respons ib le 

for classes be ing cu t next semester . 

T h e i n s t ruc to r s , w h o s e n a m e s 

have n o t b e e n disc losed, have b e e n 

t each ing for t h r ee to five years , 

a n d o n e has even b e e n r u n n i n g 

his o w n bus iness for well over 10 

years based on w h a t h e l e a rned as 

a s t uden t in the w o o d w o r k i n g p r o 

g r a m . 

W o o d w o r k i n g Professor A n 

t h o n y Fo r tne r says tha t these in

s t ruc to r s are capable of t each ing 

a n d are great t eachers . " T h e y are 

l iked by all, t he p r o d u c t t ha t comes 

ou t of the i r classes is p h e n o m e n a l , " 

F o r t n e r said. 

He also s ta ted tha t the concep t 

of voca t iona l educa t ion is tha t you 

have a profess ional p e r s o n from 

the t r ade t each ing the craft or p r o 

fession of w o o d w o r k i n g . 

T h e i n s t ruc to r w h o has been 

r u n n i n g his o w n bus iness teaches 

a n d shares that expe r i ence wi th his 

s tuden t s , bu t s ince h e is one Eng

lish class off, he will no t be able to 

teach a n y m o r e . 

"Tradi t ional ly , tha t has always 

b e e n m o r e valued; real wor ld ex

pe r i ence r a t h e r t h a n academics . A 

w o o d w o r k i n g s tuden t wou ld ra th

er have a guy wi th real wor ld ex

pe r i ence , in bus iness , wi th cl ients 

pay ing money , t h a n a text book," 

F o r t n e r said. 

T h e in s t ruc to r s h a d b e e n 

w a r n e d that t hey n e e d e d to have 

the i r p r o p e r degree for over a two 

years , bu t they have no t ac ted o n 

it. 

T h e y were s u p p o s e d to be laid 

off th is pas t August , bu t because 

of t he b u d g e t cu ts , t h e y will m o s t 

likely be t e r m i n a t e d th i s January, 

a long wi th s o m e classes. 

"It is real u n f o r t u n a t e for the 

s t uden t s s ince m a n y will be t u r n e d 

away," F o r t n e r said. 

flT'V ? c c 

EDITING AUDIO 
M o n d a y s & W e d n e s d a y s 2 - 4:30 p m 

I tCKET # 24593 3.0 U N I T S 

Digital audio production 
n radio broadcasting 

centered around the 
computer. Students will 
make actual broadcasts, 
podcasts, and .wav files 
on a digital medium that 
will result in an audio 
portfolio. 
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EDITORIAL' 

ASCC and Talon Marks, communicate 
Congra tu la t ions to the ASCC on all of its ac

compl i shmen t s this semester, 

It has formed commi t tees that serve to make 
this campus better. 

It is in the process of beautifying the c a m p u s 
wi th n e w fountains that utilize recycled water. 

It he lped wi th the launch of the "Habi ts of 
M i n d " campaign . 

It was succesful in ma in t a in ing the Hill a n d 
preven t ing it from be ing demol i shed . 

It is work ing on replacing the m a r q u e e in front 
of the Student Cen te r with a LCD screen. 

For these accompl i shments , Talon Marks con
gratulates you. 

However, the ASCC mus t follow t h r o u g h with 
plans that were s tar ted in the spr ing. 

This will be difficult because traditionally, in the 
first m o n t h of the spr ing semester, rep lacements 
for senate and cabinet m e m b e r s that r e n o u n c e d or 
t ransferred, are found. 

l h e ASCC and Talon Marks need to work to 
gether to help s tudents on this campus , ins tead of 
fighting over difference of op in ions . 

Rather than j u m p i n g to conclusions about why 
Talon Marks criticizes what is and isn't h a p p e n i n g 
on this campus , the ASCC needs to inform and 
keep it u p d a t e d on their plans. 

Talon Marks criticizes and calls people out be 
cause one of the ma in responsibil i t ies of the news
paper is to be a wa tchdog for the campus . 

W i t h o u t the wa tchdog e lement to the paper , it 
wou ld no t be helping the campus bu t ra ther hu r t 
ing it because atrocit ies would go on not iced. 

O p e n c o m m u n i c a t i o n be tween b o t h sides is the 
key to the overall improvemen t of the campus . 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n canno t take place unless bo th 
sides are wil l ing to cross that br idge to talk to the 
o the r side. 

After all, we bo th want the same th ings and we 
b o t h want the campus to be bet ter for s tudents . MCT 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. They may be submitted both online and in person. In all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered 
for publication, either online or in print. Campus-related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for length, '.hough online versions tend to include full content, as 
long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You may deliver letters to FA 42 or contact the editor by e-mail at editor@talonniarks.com. 

Give 'The Simpsons' a second chance 
MANY OF YOU WILL AGREE THAT 
"THE SIMPSONS" HAS SEEN 
BETTER DAYS, UNTIL NOW. 

I have been watch ing "The Simpsons" for as long 
as I can remember . As a child, I watched the show 
for the c rude language and the simple h u m o r , never 
qui te grasping the a b u n d a n t use of satire it cleverly 
employed to create one of the mos t we l l - rounded car
toons ever. 

As I grew up and began to u n d e r s t a n d all the liter
ary devices it used, I b e c a m e a m u c h bigger fan. But 
after a while, it seems as t h o u g h the wri ters gave up. 
Season 11 was w h e n the downfall began, l h e show 
star ted buy ing into the "fart joke" era. 

It was as if the wri ters s topped t rying. They start
ed d e p e n d i n g on guest appearances , and the wri t ing 
got sloppy. H o m e r was d u m b e d d o w n way too m u c h , 
Barney b e c a m e sober and Patty and Selma s topped 
smoking . 

I was shocked w h e n I sat t h r o u g h a whole episode 
wi thout l aughing once. The show got so b a d that I 
gave up o n it altogether, t u r n i n g to o the r ca r toons to 
fill the void left by it. 

"Family Guy" was okay for a while, bu t it s tar ted 
get t ing too political. It was funny w h e n it was subtle, 
bu t lately it slaps you across t he face wi th it. "South 
Park" is good, but it was bet ter w h e n the an imat ion 
was sub-par . 

No, " I l i e S impsons" was un ique . 
It taught m u c h of my c h i l d h o o d learn ing . My vo-
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cabulary grew after watching a few episodes; I k n e w 
what fjord mean t . 

Luckily, it has been improving greatly. 

H o m e r is once again the lovable goof w h o still 

cares for his chi ldren. 

l h e wri ters are employ ing satire in a m u c h m o r e 

clever fashion, such as in the last ep isode I wa tched 

whe re they pa rod ied Apple. 

The Simpsons has rec la imed an old faithful fan, 

and n o w I feel comfor table r e c o m m e n d i n g it to ev

eryone . 

Most Popu la r 
Read stories on l ine 

• Women's soccer team 
repeats as state champs 

• Cerritos brings employ
ment opportunit ies wi th 
job fair 

• Turkey Trot Results (A-
L) 

• Where is the play? 

Most C o m m e n t e d 
Share your c o m m e n t s onl ine 

• Editor Coming At You 

• Court Reporting Club 
rep. w ins Homecoming 
Queen for third straight 
year 

• Jaywalking dangerous or 
protected? 

Guest Edi tor ia ls 
Read these opinions from other 
college papers at ta lonmarks.corn 

• Riding to class my put 
student's wallet at risk 
E l Camino College The 
Union 

• D o e s the VP Really Mat
ter? 
Fresno City College Ram
page 

• Support Our Troops 
The Cypress Chronicle 

On l i ne Pol l 
Vote onl ine at ta lonmarks.corn 

What are your plans for 
winter break? 

• Hang out with family 
• Sleep 
• I probably won't 
r emember winter break 
. Work 

Last W e e k ' s Pol l 
Vote onl ine at ta lonmarks.corn 

How did the fires affect you? 

They didn't 17% 

I had to evacuate my 
house 0% 

My house burned 
down 0% 

I need to wash my car 
down 83% 

17% 

83*'o 

What are your plans for winter break? 
COMtMl ED UV. KRNfcSIO GOMKZ 

P h o t o s by: E s . y i h u l d a L n f a n i e 
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Juan R e n d o n 
liberal arts major 

"(I am going to) party and 
stuff. Also work and be with 
my girlfriend." 

J e n e l l e D i a z 
medical assistant major 

"(My winter break plans are 
to) work and hang out with 
friends, and also with my 
boyfriend." 

D e s t i n i e Z e p e d a 
child development major 

"(I'lii) not spending time 
with my family. I 'm counting 
down the minutes 'til I don't 
see their faces again." 

T r i m A s c e n c i o 
zoology major 

"(My winter break plans are 
to) spend time with my boy
friend and family." 

J o n a t h a n B e c e r r a 
public relations major 

"(My winter break plans are 
to) relax, party and eat a lot. 
Also study for next semester." 

J a n n e W a r m e n 
firefighter major 

" ( I am going to) party and get 
wasted. (Then I'll) eat tama-
les, and champurrado." 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:editor@talonniarks.com
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'sDe Donde?' puts the 
truth right in your face 

ESMERALDA INFANTE 
Arts Editor 

arts@talonmarks.com 

Chills ran u p and d o w n my 
spine as the ray of br ight light 
shun into the terrified faces of 
three Hispanic immig ran t s w h o 
were just caught by the U.S. bor
der patrol . Two m e n and one 
w o m a n were the vic t ims of what 
would be their worst n igh tmare 
coming t rue , their way out was far 
from their grasp, they were hope
less souls in hands of the U.S. gov
e r n m e n t . 

" ;De Donde?," by M a r y Gal
lagher o p e n e d last Friday night in 
the Burnight Studio Theatre. Seats 
filled u p quickly as we were all 
eager to watch the play that was 
highly talked a m o n g the Cerr i tos 
s tudent body. 

The play focused on the treat
men t immig ran t s receive from 
the U.S. gove rnmen t . The to r ture , 
the pain , and the injustice d o n e to 
t h e m and how they are completely 
powerless against them. 

Men w h o were r ipped away 
their sense of p r ide and groveled 
at the feet of the INS agents beg
ging to stop being bea ten up. 

W o m e n w h o were t o rn away 
their sense of decency as the INS 
officials r ipped open their clothes 
and raped t hem. 

O n e w o m a n in the play kept 
her ident i ty concelaed. C o u n t 
less a t tempts and threats kept the 
w o m a n to remain silent, a n d thus 
was n a m e d "La Extrana" (Jennifer 
Garcia) in the play. 

O n e of my favorite characters 
h a d to be Felicia (Bianca Mei-
loaica) w h o played the fiancee of 
a INS official n a m e d Teto (Israel 
Lopez) . 

She gave it he r all in her per

formance, she was the only one I 
saw that gave real tears and from 
exper ience that's difficult to do in 
a shor t a m o u n t of t ime. 

Of course there was ano the r 
actor w h o m a d e it on my list tha t 
n ight and that was Pete (Paul Tul-
ly). He played a lawyer t ry ing to 
help those immigran t s get out of 
pr i son. 

His pe r fo rmance was flawless, 
there was n o single mis take m a d e 
in his par t . He slowly won the 
hear t of "La Extrana" and won my 
hear t over too. 

As m u c h as I wan ted to hate 
the INS officials Teto and Willy 
(Derr ick Michael Lemos) because 
they played the par t of such hur t 
ful pigs, their pe r formances were 
ou ts tand ing . 

They delivered their lines wi th 
such power and hate towards the 
immigran t s . 

O n e line that m a d e me want 
to go and slap Willy was w h e n 
he told Narcisco (Enzo Canepa ) 
"You're not a m a n , you're a wet
back." 

l h a t h u r t m e because it was 
said with such repuls ion that it al
mos t seemed t rue . But that's good 
act ing, w h e n they get the audience 
to feel like they are the ones in the 
actors shoes. 

Every actor in the play gave a 
little piece of themselves , and that 
to me is wha t counts and makes 
a play en te r ta in ing and w o r t h 
watching, and the "^De D o n d e ? " 
cast d id that perfectly. 

I k n o w I wasn't the only one 
w h o left the thea t re feeling a little 
emot iona l , after seeing that this 
play is taken from real-life i m m i 
grants w h o shared their stories, 
and h o w this immig ran t p rob l em 
still exists in our world today. 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 » www.talonmarks.com 

Hagop Najarian 
Peace in Our Time, 2008 

1 

Jessica Swanson 
Woodless Birds Eye View, 
2008 
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7 
Rebecca Guzak 
Mirando de las Muertas, 
2008 
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F a c u l t y A r t E x h i b i t i o n : Alejandrina Sruisezo, photography major, admires a teacher's work of art. 
ERNESTO GOMEZ/TM 

Teachers display their work 

Daniel Du Pless 
No More Blue Sonrjs, 2005 

ESMERALDA INFANTE 
Arts Editor 

arts@talonmarks.com 

Chr i s t i na F e r n a n d e z was one of 
the m a n y teachers showcas ing the i r 
a r t pieces in this years Facul ty Ar t 
Exhibi t ion . 

T h e recept ion and the o p e n 
ing of the exhib i t ion was held last 
W e d n e s d a y in t he ar t gallery. 

"I have no t d o n e it every year, 
bu t I love pa r t i c ipa t ing w h e n I 
can," F e r n a n d e z said. 

H e r ar t p iece th is year was a 
p h o t o she took of a s tore w i n d o w 
in the s t reet of Cesar Chavez . 

"I was a t t rac ted to the street 
because of it's n ight life, it's one of 
the on ly s t reets in LA tha t still has 
one," F e r n a n d e z expressed. 

She wasn' t the only tha t ad
m i r e d he r work , s tuden t s as well 
s topped a n d t o o k a m i n u t e to also 
c o m m e n d it. 

"She is m y p h o t o g r a p h y teacher , 
and her work is always good," said 
Ale jandr ina Sruisezo, p h o t o g r a p h y 
major. 

Each teacher was al lowed to 
on ly showcase one piece of art , so 
t eachers were except ional ly careful 
in wha t piece they chose . 

"I was w o r k i n g on a n o t h e r 
piece, bu t I d idn ' t have e n o u g h 
t i m e to finish it, so I dec ided to pu t 
m y " M i r a n d o de las Muer tas ," said 
Rebecca Guzak , ar t teacher. 

Her p a i n t i n g was in h o n o r to 
her mother ' s recent dea th . 

"I find it w h e n I pa in t it's like 
therapy. It he lps you go t h r o u g h 
the emot ions ," Guzak expla ined. 

H a r d w o r k a n d ded ica t ion was 
pu t in to every ar t piece displayed, 
o n e in pa r t i cu la r t ook a t eacher al
mos t two days to comple te it. 

"My ar t piece is a C r o s s h a t c h 
d r a w i n g of pass ion flower v ines . 
It t ook m e abou t 40 h o u r s to fin

ish it. 
It's a lmos t like kn i t t ing , the re

pet i t ive ac t ion , you get lost in the 
act of do ing it," said A n d r e a Bera-
gluer i , a r t teacher. 

As s tuden t s sat ou t s ide the ar t 
gal lery enjoying the beverages a n d 
snacks p r o v i d e d at the recep t ion , 
t hey in t e r changed ideas of the i r fa
vor i te pieces . 

N a n c y Lopez, u n d e c i d e d major, 
shared tha t h e r favorite p iece h a d 
to be "Woodless Birds Eye View." 

"It was jus t fascinat ing h o w t h e 
view of the b i rd was actual ly cap
tured," Lopez said. 

L inda Mon te longo , u n d e c i d e d 
major, t h o u g h t o the rwise . 

"I really l iked the p a i n t i n g 'No 
m o r e b lue s o n g s ' it jus t l o o k e d so 
real," M o n t e l o n g o said. 

T h e Facul ty ar t exhib i t ion will 
be o n display n o w t h r o u g h Jan. 21 
for all Ce r r i t o s College s tuden t s to 
enjoy. 

mailto:arts@talonmarks.com
http://www.talonmarks.com
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V. ampire Classics 'Twilight': Good or bad? 

Sexiest \> 

Comedy 

Anime 

Interview with a Vampire 
(1994) 

Hol lywood hot t ie Brad Pitt takes 
us into his life full of love, betrayal , 
loneliness, and the endless hunger . 

Tom Cru ise comes into Pitt's 
life and gives h i m the gift of e ternal 
life. 

The Lost Boys 
(1987) 

Jason Patric a n d Corey H a i m 
are two b ro the rs w h o are convinced 
that their n e i g h b o r h o o d is full of 
vampires . 

They sleep du r ing the day and 
par ty at night . 

From Dusk Till Dawn 
(1996) 

George C looney shoot ing up 
vampires in a Mexican str ip club, 
e n o u g h said? 

Well, one of the vampires is 
n o n e o the r than Salma Hayek. 

Dracula: Dead and Loving 
(1995) 

Leslie Nielson a n d Mel Brooks 
t eam up to create a very funny spoof 
of the classic Dracula . 

Blood: The Last Vampire 
(2000) 

Saya, and undercover d e m o n 
dest royer is sent to a miss ion just 
before Hal loween. 

She soon discovers two of her 
friends are vampires p l ann ing a vi
cious attack. 

IVEli'E G R A C I A 

StaffWriter 

igracia8@tatonmarks.com 

Many 

Hons ofnov-

e!$S(usmlly 
do not live 
up to rccd-
ers' expec
tations but 
"Twilight" 
is definitely 
one wot th 
watching. 

"Twilight," s tar r ing Kristen Stewart ("The 

Strangers") and Rober t Pal l inson ("Harry 

Potter and the O r d e r of the Phoenix") pierced 

its audience wi th act ion and romance . 

Pal l inson perfectly po r t r ayed the m a n y 

m o o d changes in Edward's facial express ions 

and his voice flawlessly emphas ized the pas

sion in Edward's every word . 

Whi le "Twilight" was m o d e r n i z e d a bit in 

o rde r to appeal to its audience , it still followed 

t rue to the or iginal plot f rom the novel, with 

the except ion of a d i sappoin t ing end ing . 

l h e e n d should have been left as it was in 

the novel . 

M a n y film adapta t ions of novels usually 

do n o t live up to readers ' expecta t ions bu t 

" Twilight" is definitely one wor th watching. 

GUSTAVO RANGEL 
StaffWriter 

grangel8@tabnmarks.com 

"Twilight" wasn' t the movie everyone 
c la imed it to be , a n d for m a n y reasons , the first 
o n e be ing tha t the s toryl ine was o n e that was 
used to m a n y t imes . 

l h e c inematography was poor, a n d so was 
the m a k e up o n the so-cal led "vampires" as 
well as the special effects. 

Wi th the a m o u n t of m o n e y this movie h a d 
in its budget , it should have h a d be t te r actors , 
like one that d idn ' t die in "Ha r ry Poller." 

A n o t h e r b o o k has been des t royed by its 
movie coun te r -pa r t . Also m a n y vampi re mov
ies leave this in the dust . 

The biggest failure of this movie is the fight 
scene; it was too shor t a n d no t en te r ta in ing . 

For two vampires fighting over a girl I 
t h o u g h t this would have a lot of b loodshed , 
bu t I was mis taken . 

The Best Performances 

With the 
amount of 
money this 
movie had, 
in its bud
get, it should: 
have hiid: 
better actors, 
like one that 
didn't die in' 
"Harry Pof-
ten 

Wesley Snipes 

He took wha t was 
usual ly a very still crea
tu re and m a d e it cool as 
hell. 

Bela Lugosi 

He's the a lmighty 
classic Dracula . N o o n e 
could top t he legacy 
Lugosi has built . 

Christopher Lee 

Just look at h i m . 
He's a perfect vampi r e 
w h e n he's no t t ry ing to 
be. ' : 

Count Chocula 

He's t he first v a m 
pire t o ever m a k e it 
o n t o a cereal box. 
gets p r o p s for that!. 

H e 

Bill Nighy 

In "Underworld ," h e 
s tar ted dead and grew 
to rule the Dea th Deal
ers a n d gave a vibe of 
p u r e power. 

Student Health & Wellness Center 

We are caring, sensitive, and understanding of student needs. 

Our mission is to strengthen student learning and student success by providing quality 
health care services to a multi-cultural population through the promotion of health 

education, prevention and wellness. 

We offer walk-in service and appointments for the following needs: 
Physical exams and sports exams 
Women's health including annual gynecological exams, pregnancy testing, 
contraception, sexually transmitted disease and other issues 
Immunizations 
Medical Consultations 
Men's health including exams, contraception, sexually transmitted disease and 
testicular and prostate issues 
Pharmacy Services 
Laboratory Services 
Chiropractor / Acupuncture 
Optometry 
Mental health needs and referrals 
Family Pact Program for men and women - Free STD/STI Testing 

Most Services free of charge or low cost such as Laboratory fees and Optometry fees. 
List of charges posted in Student Health and Wellness Services 

I FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE 
£ $5.00 Students - $15.00 Staff and Faculty 

Our Student Health and Wellness Center offers preventive health care which includes 
routine care for students and staff with acute minor illness and injuries. Our center is 
funded with student fees and Cerritos College funding. SHWC is funded and follows all the 
guidelines of the Department of Public Health Services in regards to strict confidentiality 
and care of each patient. 

We are located on the southeast corner of campus 
Hours of operation: Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Students must have a current Student ID card to obtain services. 

For more information, call (562) 860—2451 ext. 2321 

We are fully funded through Cerritos College each year. 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:igracia8@tatonmarks.com
mailto:grangel8@tabnmarks.com
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, women win state title 
Cerritos Col lege 
women's soccer 
t e a m w i n s back- to -
back state title in 
overt ime. 

RICK GOMEZ 
Online Community Editor 

onlinecomm@talonmarks.com 

Forward Elba Menjivar's goal, in 
the 68th , m i n u t e b r o u g h t life back 
into the s t ruggl ing Cer r i tos College 
women's soccer t e am against Santa 
Clara after trai l ing, 2 - 1 , Sunday af
t e rnoon . 

But it was midfielder C o r i n a Vil-
legas' two goals in over t ime to c o m 
plete a hat t r ick and lead t he Falcons 
to a 4-2 v ic tory a n d a back- to -back 
state championsh ip title. 

" [Cor ina] is amazing . She pu t 
this t eam o n her shoulders," said 
head coach Ruben Gonzalez . 

The Falcons played wi thou t lead
ing scorer M o n i q u e Cisneros forc
ing Gonzalez to adjust the l ineup 
and move Villegas to forward. 

The Falcons s t ruck first wi th an 
early lead w h e n Villegas scored in 
the 9 th minu te . 

Forward Niki Poole of the Bear 
Cubs answered back in t he 19th 
m i n u t e end ing the first half in a 1-
1 tie. 

"The first goal was a mat te r of 
lack of communica t ion , " defender 
Tara Corco ran said. "I t h i n k for a 
second we pu t ou r heads down." 

In t he first half, Falcons looked 
confused a n d ou t of r h y t h m , some
th ing they were n o t used to. 

Pr ior to the state final, the Fal
cons have kept t eams scoreless in 

- - y - ; . - - T T T 
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SCOTT WATKINS/TM 
S p i n n i n g a w a y : Forward Corina Villegas splits two Santa Rosa defenders on her way to scoring one of three goals. 

the last six games . 
"They played th ree forwards. 

We had to adjust at halftime," G o n 
zalez said. 

In t he 2 n d half, p rob lems con
t i nued w h e n Santa Rosa scored a n d 
took the lead in the 55th minu te . 

It was the first t ime Falcons 
trailed since p laying Mt . San A n t o 
n io back on Oct . 17. 

Menjivar scored in the 68 th m i n 
ute off a t h row- in pass from forward 

Desiree Cardenas send ing the g a m e 
in to over t ime. 

After scor ing the first goal, Bear 
Cubs began double t eaming Ville
gas effectively, l imi t ing touches a n d 
oppor tun i t i e s for Villegas a n d the 
Falcons. 

"It was frustrating," Villegas 
said. "I h a d to keep it up." 

In over t ime, Villegas capitalized 
o n two counte r at tacks scor ing b o t h 
in the first pe r iod of over t ime. 

"I k n e w the whole t e am was de 
p e n d i n g o n me," Villegas said. 

The two goals f rom Villegas were 
e n o u g h to secure a v ic tory over the 
Bear cubs . 

Villegas was n a m e d state tour
n a m e n t M V P scor ing four goals in 
the t o u r n a m e n t . 

The Falcons finished the regular 
season r a n k e d No . 1 in c o u n t r y and 
shou ld win the tit le after w i n n i n g 
the state title. 

Cerritos Col lege 
m e n s soccer t e a m 
defeats Mt. SAC, 
1-0, to w i n s e c o n d 
title in three years. 

SCOTT WATKINS 
Online Editor 

online@talonmarks.com 

Forward Luis Gonza lez scored 
the on ly goal of the g a m e to lead the 
Cer r i tos College men's soccer t e am 
to its 1-0 v ic tory over rival Mt . SAC 
to w in the state title for t he second 
t i m e in the last th ree years, S u n d a y . 
af ternoon at College of the C a n 
yons . 

"Mt. SAC prepared us for the 
playoffs," head coach Benny Art iaga 
said. "The Moun t i e s pressured us 
for four games this season a n d play
ing t h e m m a d e us a bet ter team." 

Gonza lez led the Falcons wi th 
led the t e am in goals t h r o u g h o u t 
t he season a n d that con t inued in 
t he playoffs. 

He was awarded the M V P of t he 
t o u r n a m e n t after the game. 

"Cerr i tos is lucky to have a play
er like Gonzalez , he migh t be one 
of the best players in the country," 
Ar t iaga said. 

The Falcons were r anked No . 
13 in the na t ion accord ing to final 
regular season polls, bu t they feel 
conf ident tha t they still can win the 
na t iona l title. 

"I like ou r chances of w i n n i n g 
the na t iona l title th is season," Ar
t iaga said. 

O n the goal, Gonza lez k icked 
the ball across the front of t he net 
a n d appeared to be going in w h e n 

Mt. SAC defender George Gonza lez 
slid to keep the ball ou t bu t ins tead 
inadver ten t ly kick the ball into his 
o w n net. 

The g a m e was back-and- fo r th 
a n d very physical wi thou t very 
m a n y fouls be ing called. 

" W h e n you play a t e a m four 
t imes in a season, a r e sen tmen t 
bu i lds u p a n d games seem to get 
m o r e physical," Art iaga said. "But, 
we still have a lot respect for the 
Mount ies ." 

The Falcons finished the season 
wi th record of 24-4-1 and w o n the 
South Coas t Conference . 

They were r a n k e d No. 2 in 
Sou the rn California for the playoffs 
a n d Mt. SAC was ranked No . 1 in 
Sou the rn California. 

"We play in the toughes t con
ference in the na t ion and this game 
p roved why," Ar t iaga said. 

Mt. SAC finished the season in 
second in the Sou th Coas t Confer
ence wi th an overall record of 19-
5-3. 

RICK GOMEZ/TM 
E m b r a c i n g t h e M V P a w a r d : 
Forward Luis Gonzalez (R) gives head 
coach Benny Artiaga (L) a hug after 
named the MVP of the state tourna
ment 

C J " t » h c 3 d o s s e r s y o u n d » 

For the d e g r e e y o u w a n t . 

Finish y o u r d e g r e e fas ter . A t C S U D H . 
You've made it this far. N o w make your move t o CSUDH. 
Convenient ly located in the South Bay, CSUDH makes it easy t o 
transfer your credits, f ind your classes, and f inance your educat ion 
More than a degree, you' l l f inish w i th an excel lent educat ion f rom 
a university recognized for its academic s t rength. 

C S U D H is t h e smar t cho i ce f o r t r ans fe r s t u d e n t s , w i t h : 
• Small classes taught by exper t faculty ded ica ted to your success 

-> Af fordab le tu i t ion and f lexible financial aid 
• A w ide select ion of programs in h igh-demand f ields 
• Access t o the classes you need so you can graduate sooner 
• Ease of t ransferr ing credits you 've already earned 

••••>• Oppor tun i t ies for hands-on research 

So if y o u ' r e ready t o c o m p l e t e you r e d u c a t i o n , w e ' r e ready 
t o h e l p . Call the C S U D H transfer hot l ine (877) 8 2 2 - / 8 3 4 or 
t ransfer@csudh.edu. 

C S U D H . E D U 
1000 E. Victoria Street • Carson, California 90747 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:onlinecomm@talonmarks.com
mailto:online@talonmarks.com
mailto:transfer@csudh.edu
http://CSUDH.EDU
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2008: The year of champions 
T o p : Women's water polo Goalie 
Miranda Bakke attempts to 
block a shot during the Falcon's 
championship season. 

U p p e r l e f t : Men's soccer For
ward Michael Paz head the ball 
toward the net during a Second 
round match against Riverside 
College. 

U p p e r r i g h t : Football Wide re
ceiver Sheldon Smith Stretches 
for the first down in the Falcons 
loss to Palomar College 38-88, 
in the Golden Empire Bowl. 

B o t t o m l e f t : Women's Soccer 
Forward Monique Cisneros 
tries to get past a Pierce Col
lege defender during the state 
playoffs. 

B o t t o m r i g h t : Wrestling 184-
pound Caleb Gerl takes down 
his opponent from Mt. SAC. 

PHOTOS BY RICK GOMEZ AND 
SCOTT WATKINS/TM 

Three state titles and 
the possibility of two 
national championships 
highlight the Fall 2008 
Season. 

Women's water polo 

The women's water po lo t eam finished 
the regular season on way to w i n n i n g its 
first state championsh ip . 

In the playoffs the Falcons lost to Long 
Beach in the Sou thern California regional 
bu t still advanced t h r o u g h to play Long 
Beach again in t he finals for t he state t i
tle. 

They also h a d one of their coaches, 
Brenda Villa play in the Olympics and 
help the Uni ted States win a silver meda l . 

Women's Soccer 

l h e women's soccer t eam went un 
defeated this season and won its second 
straight state title. 

After finishing last season ranked 
No. 2 in the na t ion the Falcons finished 
this season undefeated and have a good 
chance of w i n n i n g the na t ion title that 
will be a n n o u n c e d next Tuesday. 

Forward M o n i q u e Cisneros , w h o 
broke the single season goal record that 
was previously held by t e a m m a t e Cor ina 
Villegas, wi th 36 goals this season. 

The women's soccer finished the sea
son 22-0-4 and was ranked No. 1 in the 

c o u n t r y the ent i re season. 

JVten's soccer 

The men's soccer t eam won the state 
title for the second t ime in three year's 
and won the South Coast Conference . 

The Falcons won the South Coast 
Conference and finished wi th an overall 
record of 22 -4 -1 . 

For ward Luis Gonza lez led t he t eam 
with 21 goals a n d was n a m e d South Coas t 
Conference Player of the Year a n d M V P 
of the state t o u r n a m e n t . 

Football 

The football team finished the season 
7-4 and was one yard shor t of w i n n i n g the 
Nat iona l Division Cent ra l Conference . 

l h e Falcons got their first bowl bid 
since 2003 and lost 38-33 to Pa lomar Col
lege in the Golden Empi re Bowl. 

Wrestling 

The wrest l ing t eam finished in sec
o n d in the Sou thern California regional 
t o u r n a m e n t wi th two wrestlers w inn ing 
their weight class, Caleb Gerl, 184-pound 
weight class, and 285 -pounde r Juan En-
r iquez. 

The Falcons finished in second in the 
South Coast Conference with a record of 
10-2 overall and 4-1 in conference play. 

They will send seven wrest lers to the 
state championsh ip that will be held Fri
day a n d Saturday at Victor Valley Col
lege. 

Women's Cross Country 

The women's c ross -count ry t eam fin

ished fifth in the state finals wi th its best 

finisher be ing Sarah M u n i z finishing in 

21st. 

The Falcons won the South Coas t C o n 

ference for the th i rd t ime in five years. 

Men's Cross Country 

The men's c ross -count ry t eam finished 

in th i rd in t he South Coas t Conference 

and 11th in at the state meet . 

Geovann i Popoca finished 42nd a n d 

was the Falcons best finisher in the state 

t o u r n a m e n t . 

http://www.talonmarks.com
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Women's water poio wins ric title 
W o m e n ' s w a t e r p o l o 
p o s t s e a s o n a w a r d s 

South Coast Conference Coach of the Year 
Sergio Macias 

South Coast Conference Player of the Year 
Stephanie Rosero 

1st Team All-South Coast Conference 
Natalie Peng 

Yvonne Ruvalcaba 
Adrianna Rodriguez 

Karen Aguirre 

2nd Team All-South Coast Conference 
Denise Vega 

Hannah Llamas 

Honorable Mention All-South Coast Conference 
Miranda Bakke 

Source: www.cerritos.edu 

ONLINE SPRING 2009-
REGISTER TODAY! 

18-week classes 
Jan. 12 - M a y 22 

Administrative Secretarial 
Procedures (Ticket #22794) 

BCOT 155 (Online) 
Orientation: Wed, Jan 14 

4:00 p.m., BE 14 

MS Excel 2007 for 
Windows (Ticket #23945) 

BCOT 113 (Traditional) 
Tues/Thurs 

5 - 7 p.m. BE 14 

•15-week classes 
Feb . 2- M a y 22 

Work Experience 
(Ticket #23544) 

BCOT 173 

Work Experience 
(Ticket #23545) 

BCOT 174 

1st 9-week classes 
Jan. 12 - March 13 

Keyboarding Speed/Control 
(Ticket #23622) 

BCOT 63 (Online) 
Orientation: Mon, Jan. 12 

4:00 p.m. BE 14 

2nd 9-week classes 
March 16 - M a y 22 

Keyboarding Speed/Control 
(Ticket #21381) 

BCOT 63 (Online) 
Orientation: Mon., Mar. 16 

4:00 p.m. BE 14 

Microsoft OneNote 
(Ticket #23628) 

BCOT 95 (Online) 
Orientation: Mon., Mar. 16 

4:00 p.m. BE 14 

Microsoft Outlook Core 
(Ticket #22052) 

B C O T 97 (Online) 
Orientation: Tues, Mar. 17 

5:30 p.m. BE 14 

Computer Keyboarding 
(Ticket #23626) 

BCOT 62 (Online) 
Orientation: Mon, Mar. 16 

5:30 p.m. BE 14 

Teacher Information 
Prof. S a n d r a E . E l i z o n d o 

Email: s e l i z o n d o @ c e r r i t o s . e d u 
Website: T a l o n N e t o r 

w w w . c e r r i t o s . e d u / s e l i z o n d o 

Interested in a career as a professional 
automotive technician? 
Job security with a successful Chrysler, Jeep or 
Dodge dealer? 
Paid on the job training? 
If so, the College Automotive Program [CAP] at 
Cerritos College is looking for youl 

Cerritos 
College 

Learn more about it: 
Call 562-860-2451 x2974 
or email: raragon@cerritos.edu 
Classes start January 12th! 

mmSm 
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SCOTT WATKINS/TM 
S t a t e C h a m p s : Attacker Andrea Garcia looks for a teammate to pass the ball to during one of the women's water polo team's victories in its state championship season. 

RICK GOMFZ 

Online Community Editor 

onlinecomm@taloru: <arks.com 

There is a first t ime for every

th ing and head coach Sergio Macias 

proved it by taking the women's wa

ter po lo t eam to its f m t state cham

pionsh ip title in Cer r i tos College 

history. 

"It's a big accompl i shment . O u r 

goal from the very beg inn ing of the 

season was to win a state title. We 

wan ted to surpass last year's accom

plishment ." 

The No. 2 ranked Falcons capped 

off a 31-3 season with a win over 

c ross - town rivals, Long Beach City 

Vikings in the final, 11-6. 

O n its quest for the state title, 

Cer r i tos defeated Amer i can River 

College, 8-4, and came back from a 

large deficit to defeat the top seeded 

defending state champion , River

side College. 

Riverside j u m p e d to an early 7-2 

lead bu t Cer r i tos closed the gap by 

halft ime only trail ing 9-7. 

The Falcons' defense he ld River

side to only three poin ts in the sec

o n d half a n d took a 12-11 lead and 

secured it late in the game. 

In the championsh ip game, b o t h 

Cer r i tos and Long Beach looked 

evenly ma tched before utility De

nise Vega b roke a 3-3 tie in t he sec-

VenZOtlwireless 

. m ^ ^ i l l i i c e r 

I w a n t to w o r k w i t h a c o m p a n y tha t thinks as progressively as 
do . H e r e I c a n m a x i m i z e m y poten t ia l . 

[ W i t h Ver izon Wireless, t h e oppor tun i t i es are endless.] 

W o r k i n g at Ver izon Wireless m e a n s b e i n g par t o f a t e a m 
that 's c o m m i t t e d t o d o i n g a n d b e i n g t h e best . W e don ' t 
rest o n our laurels a n d w e don' t sit still. We're always looking 
a n d t h i n k i n g a h e a d . That's exact ly w h y we're a leader o n so 
m a n y fronts. F rom i n n o v a t i o n t o techno logy , f r o m service 
t o diversity, it's n o w o n d e r we' re cont inuously inc luded o n 
n u m e r o u s 'best o f lists. We're a b o u t p e a k p e r f o r m a n c e a n d 
are wi l l ing t o r e w a r d a j o b wel l done. If you're looking to 
launch your career w i th a company that values the skills you 
bring and the work you put in, consider your fu ture w i t h us. 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s current ly exist for: 
P A R T - T I M E A N O F U L L - T I M E 
C U S T O M E R S E R V I C E R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
R E T A I L S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
G R E E T E R S 
W e offer a pay di f ferent ia l for 
b i l ingual representat ives. 

: 'C^ir^ei'jsi.Fo^ jE^|^0^||3ftiM' A r e 
www.verizonwireless.com/careers 

Verizon Wireless is an ciual opportunity employer, m/f/d/v. 

I 

o n d quarter . 

The Falcons offensive at tack 

con t inued to resul t ing in a 11-6 vic

to ry over the Vikings. 

"Not only d id we beat our cross-

town rivals, we beat the defending 

state champions and we were able 

to fight back w h e n we were d o w n 

against (Riverside)," Macias said. 

l h e Falcons went undefeated in 

conference play a n d set a school re

cord of 22 wins in a row. 

Season Leaders 
G o a l s 

Stephanie Rosero 92 
Adriana Rodriguez 65 

A s s i s t s 
Stephanie Rosero 32 
Hannah Llamas 25 

S t e a l s 
Yvonne Ruvalcaba 
Adriana Rodriguez 65 

60 
S a v e s 

Miranda Bakke 133 
Mandy Perez 86 

www.cerr i tos .edu 

TALON MARKS 
CLASSIFIEDS 

EMPLOYMENT 

Brazen St. 
Corp. 

Welcomes 
You!!! 

The Brazen Street Corporat ion 
welcomes you to the begin

ning! The beginning of launch
ing a world wide global com
pany that will be shared with 
the world. The first products 
to be launched are our high 

quality beverage lines: 1. The 
Tastiest Buzz 2. The Advance 
Cola Series The company is 

design to provide opportunity 
to market and promote our 

beverage products. 
Please go to 

WWW. THETASTIESTBUZZ. COM 

for more information. Reply to 
: sales@fhetastiesfbuzz.co 

r 

http://www.talonmarks.com
http://www.cerritos.edu
mailto:selizondo@cerritos.edu
http://www.cerritos.edu/selizondo
mailto:raragon@cerritos.edu
http://arks.com
http://www.verizonwireless.com/careers
http://www.cerritos.edu
mailto:sales@fhetastiesfbuzz.co
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n e m p l o y m e n t is u p ; o u r 4 0 1 ( k ) s a r e d o w n . B a n k s a r e l o o k i n g f o r 
b a i l o u t s , a n d h o m e o w n e r s a r e t r y i n g t o a v o i d f o r e c l o s u r e . It is 
c e r t a i n l y n o t t h e h o l i d a y s e a s o n t o b e s t r i n g i n g g a r l a n d s o f $ 1 0 0 
b i l l s u p y o u r s t a i r c a s e . 

B u t t h a t d o e s n ' t m e a n y o u h a v e t o c a n c e l C h r i s t m a s . It is p o s s i b l e t o 
c e l e b r a t e w i t h o u t c o n s p i c u o u s c o n s u m p t i o n . 

W e ' v e t a l k e d t o f r u g a l i t y e x p e r t s t o b r i n g y o u a g u i d e t o h a v i n g a 
th r i f t i e r — b u t st i l l w o n d e r f u l — h o l i d a y s e a s o n . 

Uncertain economic times are a 
reminder that the best gifts come 

from the heart, not the wallet 
B y W e n d y Z a n g , M c C l a t c h y - T r i b u n e 

Jj 
5> 

rHOUGHTFUL GIFT GIVING 
While less cash for gifts can seem like a major 

holiday downer, spending cutbacks can be an oppor
tunity to re-examine the meaning of the holidays. 

"When we don ' t have the money to spend, we ' re 
forced to focus," said Gary Foreman of 
TheDollarStretcher.com. It 's a time to look at the 
quality of the gifts we ' re giving, not just the quantity. 

And giving quality gifts requires some pre-plan
ning. 

Sharon Harvey Rosenberg, "The Frugal Duchess," 
suggests taking an inventory of the folks on your gift 
list before you start shopping: W h o are they? What do 
they like? What do they need? The results can be very 
thoughtful, meaningful gifts that don ' t necessarily 
cost a thing. 

Here are a few suggestions for thoughtful gifts: 

• G i f t b a s k e t s : Customize a basket to your recip
ient 's interest. Home-assembled baskets can cost as 
little as $10 to $15 (compared to pre-assembled bas
kets running $50 and up). A few theme examples: Spa 
items from the discount racks at Marshall 's , TJ Maxx, 
Bed Bath & Beyond or even the drug store; bakeware 
and supplies from the dollar store; gardening supplies 
from Home Depot or Target. The items can be assem
bled in a basket/container you already own or pick up 
a thrift shop and personalized with things like notes 
or recipes. Package the whole thing up with cello
phane and a big bow. 

• C h i l d h o o d b o o k s : Find out your recipient 's 
favorite book. You can look for a vintage book (even 
some first editions can be had inexpensively) on eBay 
or Amazon.com and at second hand bookstores. 
Customize with an inscription. 

• W r i t t e n n o t e s : Telling someone how you feel 
about them is truly priceless. Write a personal letter 
about "what you mean to me" or "what you taught 
me." You can also frame the note for added impact. 

• H a n d i c r a f t s : Do you knit? Sew? Scrapbook? 
Bake? Put those skills to good use on handmade gifts. 
The key, however, is to know your audience and be 
careful about what you spend on supplies. Buying 
hundreds of doodads for your scrapbook can easily 
set you back more than a traditional gift. Watch those 
pennies. 

; i 
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for a photo 

infinitely more 
meaningful than 

another jogging suit. 

GIFT-GIVING 
STRATEGY 
When you are buy

ing for your family, 
your extended family, 
your in-laws, your 
mailman and half the 
teenage babysitters in 
town, Christmas can 
easily get out of hand. 

Here are a few sug
gestions to cut down on 
the number of gifts 
you ' re buying and 
regain some sanity: 

• G r a b b a g : Get 
family or extended 
family to go in for a 

grab bag. Have everyone pick names and purchase a 
gift for just one other person. Set a dollar amount on 
the gifts. Instead of buying 20 gifts, you end up pur
chasing one; and hopefully getting one you actually 
want. You may want to have participants submit sug
gestions, along with their names. 

• G r a b b a g , p a r t 2 : G o for a fun and silly holi
day game (often called White Elephant or Yankee 
Swap). Everyone brings a $5 gift and contributes it to 
the pile. Take turns picking — or stealing — each 
others gifts. 

9 G r a b b a g , p a r t 3 : Really, we could go on with 
parts 4, 5 and 6, but we'l l end here. Kick the White 
Elephant up another notch by bringing items from 
your household that you no longer want or need. You 
eliminate all spending and participate in some recy
cling at the same time, Foreman said. One man's avo
cado green fondue pot is another man 's treasure. 

M S k i p t h e g i f t s : Plan a family get-together 
instead of exchanging gifts. Play games, watch old 
family videos or share favorite memories. Quality 
time is priceless. 

M T h a n k y o u n o t e s : Rather than buy every ser
vice provider on your list a mug or candy jar, write a 
note of appreciation. 

M T e a c h e r d o n a t i o n : Ask your child's teacher 
what he or she really needs for their classroom. 
Books? Toys? School supplies? Instead of a teacher 
appreciation gift, donate items from your household 
or spend the money on new classroom supplies. 

M W a i t : Not seeing friends or family 'til after the 
holiday? Or shipping gifts to people who wouldn' t be 
offended by a late present? Shop the after-Christmas 
sales and exchange gifts in early January. 

FOR THE KIDS 
Cutting back on gifts for the kids is undoubtedly 

the toughest part of having a thriftier holiday. But 
there is a chance to turn the holidays into a learning 
experience, and at the same time cut out the excess of 
the season. 

Some strategies for buying for the kiddos: 

• F o c u s o n o n e b i g g i f t a c h i l d r e a l l y w a n t s . 
Cut out some of the little extra gifts that, often, are 
just there to put more bulk under the tree. 

• G e t y o u r k i d s t o c r e a t e a l i s t a n d p r i o r i t i z e 
w h a t t h e y ' d l i k e . And, make sure they know that 
they can' t get everything they want. "That 's a great 
present for any parent to give," Harvey Rosenberg 
said. 

• C o n s i d e r u s e d t o y s o r g a m e s . Video games 
especially offer an opportunity for buying used. 
Stores like EB Games and Game Stop even offer 
exchange programs where you can trade in old 
games. 

• G e t y o u r e n t i r e f a m i l y i n v o l v e d i n a c h a r i t a 
b l e c a u s e t h i s h o l i d a y s e a s o n . It's a great opportu
nity to teach your children compassion, said Nikki 
Willhite of www.alllhingsfrugal.com. Activities can 
range from cleaning out old toys and clothes to 
donate to charity to volunteering time at a soup 
kitchen. 

• F o c u s y o u r e n e r g y o n s p e n d i n g q u a l i t y t i m e 
t o g e t h e r , i n s t e a d o f s h o p p i n g f o r c a r f u l s o f g i f t s . 
Look for free holiday events listed in your local 
paper. Enjoy special time together as a family. 

ENTERTAINING 
What are the holidays without a party or a big 

family meal? But the cost of entertaining can be 
astronomical. A fancy cut of meat; fresh, organic veg
etables; the right centerpiece; several bottles of high-
end wine — it adds up quickly. But there are ways to 
cut back, without being a complete party pooper! 

• D o n ' t b e a s h a m e d t o t a k e p e o p l e u p o n 
t h e i r " W h a t c a n I b r i n g ? " o f f e r , said Foreman, of 
TheDollarStretcher.com. An appetizer is always more 
welcome than a hostess gift that will get shoved to the 
back of your closet. Plus, it makes guests feel like 
they're contributing! So, when they ask, be ready with 
some simple requests — an appetizer, bread, a salad, 
wine, etc. 

• T a k e t h e " W h a t c a n I b r i n g " p l a n t o t h e n e x t 
l e v e l a n d h o s t a p o t l u c k i n s t e a d . It 's a great way to 
get people involved, and taste lots of interesting dish
es. One tip: Find out what people are bringing to 
avoid having five green bean casseroles and no 
desserts. 

• S k i p t h e e x p e n s i v e c u t o f m e a t . Give up on 
the standing rib roast. There are lots of tasty, cheaper 
options. Have a pasta party, or go with soup and sand
wiches as a centerpiece. 

• H a v e w h a t H a r v e y R o s e n b e r g c a l l s a n " a r t 
g a l l e r y p a r t y . " Serve finger foods or desserts only, 
plus cocktails (just like they do at gallery openings), 
but no main course. The key is having it a time when 
people are not expecting a meal. Harvey Rosenberg 
suggests mid-afternoon between 2 and 5:30 p.m. or 
post-dinner between 8 p.m. and midnight, and making 
it clear on invitations ("Join us for coffee and 
dessert," for example). 

DECORATING 
"Deck the halls with boughs of holly" may just be 

the best frugal decorating advice yet — especially if 
you cut those holly boughs from your own backyard! 
Here are some more tips to help you make your home 
a seasonal showplace without breaking the bank: 

• K e e p i t s i m p l e . Use what you already have and 
supplement with fresh greens from your yard. G o for 
elegance, not excess. "Excess is out," Harvey 
Rosenberg said. 

• D e c o r a t e w i t h f l o w e r s . Buy flowers from 
wholesalers or plants from big garden stores like 
Home Depot. 

• T u r n d e c o r a t i n g i n t o a n e v e n t . Host a tree-
tr imming party for family and friends. 

• S h o p t h e d o l l a r s t o r e . You'll be amazed at 
what you can find. Even inexpensive children's toys 
arranged in a glass bowl can be a festive centerpiece. 

• H a n g y o u r p r e s e n t s . Take down your photos 
and wrap them up like gifts. Rehang them as holiday 
wall decorations. 

• U t i l i z e C h r i s t m a s c a r d s . Save those favorite 
cards and display them. Frame them, hang them on 
strips, put them under the glass of a table. Willhite, of 
www.allthingsfrugal.com, also suggests using old 
cards to make gift tags, postcards and tree ornaments. 

• A s k f o r d e c o r g i f t s . Put ornaments, candles or 
other holiday decor on your Christmas list. It 's amaz
ing how quickly one or two items received a year will 
add up. 

MORE TIPS 
• S e n d y o u r h o l i d a y c a r d s l a t e . Clip off the 

front page of the cards you receive and use them as 
holiday postcards (just be careful who you ' re sending 
them to). Alternately, keep this year 's card fronts and 
use them next year. 

• M a k e u s e o f t h e I n t e r n e t f o r c o m p a r i s o n 
s h o p p i n g . Even if you decide to purchase in person, 
you can cut down on the time and gas it takes to go 
shopping. 

• T h i n k a b o u t 2 0 0 9 . Hit the stores Dec. 26 and 
buy cards, d£cor and even gifts for next year. 

• S t o p a n d r e f l e c t . It 's time to remind yourself, 
and others, of the true meaning of the season. And 
that costs nothing. 

http://www.talonmarks.com
http://TheDollarStretcher.com
http://www.alllhingsfrugal.com
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