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Students feel the pine 

AMBERROSE VALCHO/TM 
W a i t i n g f o r c l a s s e s : Students are waiting outside the classrooms for their classes to start. More have been waiting outside classrooms because classrooms are now more full. 

Cuts to classes are making it difficult for students 
SCOTT WATKINS 

Editor-in-Chief 
editor@tahnmarks.com 

M a n y s tuden t s m i g h t have found it difficult to 
get t h e classes they n e e d e d th is semes te r a n d tha t 
is Because Ce r r i t o s Col lege, in an t ic ipa t ion of state­
wide b u d g e t cu ts , have cancel led approx imate ly five 
pe rcen t of t he classes that were to be offered this 
semester . 

That equals abou t 80 sect ions , accord ing to Act­
ing Pres ident Bill Farmer. 

S tuden ts tha t were no t able to get in to the class­
es they n e e d e d have seen class sizes g r o w pas t t he 
n u m b e r of seats available in t he c lass room. 

"In s o m e of m y classes, the re are m o r e s tuden t s 
t h a n seats," bus iness a d m i n i s t r a t i o n major, Jorge 
Legunas said. "Some of t he classes I really w a n t e d I 
found it m o r e difficult to get into." 

O t h e r s tuden t s h a d a different exper ience wi th 
ge t t ing in to t he classes they need . 

"I h a d n o p r o b l e m s ge t t ing in to m y classes, 
bu t classes are ( m o r e full) th is semester," Danie la 
M o r e n o said. 

l h e reason for t he cuts in classes is that th is 
semester Cer r i tos College will no t b e pa id for 
g rowth . 

Vice Pres ident of A c a d e m i c Affairs Mar i lyn 
Brock expla ined tha t g rowth m e a n s tha t if Cer r i to s 
grows pas t the al lot ted a m o u n t of s tudents , t hen it 
is no t pa id to educa te t hose ext ra s tuden ts . 

M a n y of the s tuden t s n o w feeling t he c r u n c h of 
ge t t ing in to classes m a y have wai ted t o long to sign 
up . 
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Summer 
session 
may be cut 

ELIETH KOULZONS 
News Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

The Budget a n d P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e was forced to d is ­
cuss t he idea of cancel l ing o n e of t h e s u m m e r sessions last 
Thursday. 

T h o u g h it is still n o t clear w h e t h e r o r no t a s u m m e r ses­
s ion will b e s u s p e n d e d , it is clear tha t m o r e classes will n e e d 
to be cut . 

Ac t ing Pres ident Bill F a r m e r s tated, "I wou ld l ike for s tu­
den t s to u n d e r s t a n d that if a s u m m e r session is cancel led, t h e 
cut wou ld no t be m a d e by choice or preference , bu t because 
of absolute necessity." 

Based o n c u r r e n t e n r o l l m e n t n u m b e r s , Ce r r i to s Co l ­
lege will have m e t its e n r o l l m e n t target by t he e n d of Spr ing 
2009. 

Therefore, any classes a n d courses offered after July 1 , will 
no t be funded by the state a n d will need to be pa id for by 
Cer r i to s College. , ; u , 

"If we (Cer r i tos ) offer a n y classes after July 1 , they; will 
need to b e pa id for by t he college. The m o n e y will c o m e d i ­
rectly f rom us," expla ined Farmer . 

If t he college dec ides to offer such classes o r courses , t he 
state will no t r e i m b u r s e it for said classes. 

F a r m e r added , "If the college s p e n d s t he m o n e y in s u m ­
m e r sessions, it will have less m o n e y to offer classes in t h e fu­
ture semesters such as Fall 2009 a n d p e r h a p s Spr ing 2010." 

Classes will need to b e cu t s o m e w h e r e anyway, F a r m e r 
i n fo rmed the c o m m i t t e e . 

That is w h y the op t i on of cancel l ing a s u m m e r session is 
b e i n g cons idered . 

The school is cons ide r ing cu t t ing classes n o t on ly in a 
shor t t i m e pe r iod , b u t also in a p e r i o d w h e r e t h e school will 
n o t b e r e i m b u r s e d for the m o n e y it spends . 

If such a dec is ion is m a d e , not if icat ions will be pos t ed 
a n d a n n o u n c e d to s tuden t s so tha t t h e y m a y p lan a h e a d a n d 
p r o c e e d to enro l l ing in t he on ly s u m m e r session tha t will be 
offered. 

Mar ia Fontes , Engl ish major, felt o v e r w h e l m e d tha t t he 
cancel la t ion is even a possibili ty. 

"I 'm t ry ing to finish m y classes as soon as poss ible so I 
was look ing forward to t he two s u m m e r sessions," she said. 
"I a l ready s t ressed ou t over th is s e m e s t e r s classes now, I have 
to p lan to stress ou t for the s u m m e r classes." 
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iFALCON gets ready to be unveiled to students 
DAISY GARCIA 

StaffWriter 
daisy.garcia@talonmarks.com 

iFALCON, t he n e w s tudy 
p r o g r a m at Cer r i to s College, is 
set to l a u n c h in th ree weeks . 

A S C C Pres iden t Michae l 
Barr i ta said, "Everyone is excit­
ed to finally see t he c a m p a i g n 
get i m p l e m e n t e d in t he class­
rooms." 

Teachers will i n t r o d u c e n e w 
s tudy ing habi t s t ha t will h o p e ­
fully he lp t h e m succeed. 

Barr i ta added , "Right be ­
fore this semes te r began , a bou t 
50 teachers went to a m e e t i n g 
whe re they were t augh t h o w to 
teach these successful s tudy ing 
habits." 

" O u r goal is to he lp s tuden t s 
prac t ice helpful s tudy habi ts 
a n d reach the i r goals by suc­
ceed ing in every aspect ins ide 
a n d ou t s ide of the classroom," 
h e expla ined. 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o n the p r o ­
g r a m c o m m e n c e d two years ago 
d u e t o a concep t i n t r o d u c e d by 
Facul ty Senate Pres iden t Bryan 
Reece. 

"I no t i ced tha t s t rong stu­
d e n t s h a d s imilar s tudy habits," 
Reece expla ined . 

H e i n t r o d u c e d the Habi ts 
of t he M i n d c a m p a i g n to the 
faculty d u r i n g the Fall 2008 se­
mester . 

Facul ty m e m b e r s , such as 
Engl ish professor F r a n k Gaik, 
we l comed the idea wi th o p e n 
a r m s . 

"I t h i n k it's a fantast ic idea. 
The s tuden t s can really benefit 
f rom it," said Gaik. 

The c a m p a i g n has b e e n 
p r o m o t e d t h r o u g h o u t school 
by pos te rs , cards , activit ies, a n d 
its ca tchy n a m e , iFALCON. 

The pos te r s are s imilar 
t o those from the iPod c a m ­
pa igns . 

Wi th he lp of Barr i ta , Reece 
was able to test different acro­
n y m s to figure ou t which wou ld 
be m o r e appeal ing . 

"They were all so terr ible , 
I forgot m o s t of them," Reece 
c o m m e n t e d . 

"There was n o contest , m o s t 
s tuden t s chose iFALCON," Bar­
r i ta added . 

Each let ter of i F A L C O N 

represen ts a deta i led s tep that 
s tuden t s can use to the i r ad­
vantage to ob ta in success. 

"F.A.L.C.O.N s tands for Fo­
cus, Advanc ing , a n d Link ing 
up , C o m p r e h e n d , Organ ize , 
a n d N e w Ideas," Barr i ta ex­
p la ined . 

M e m b e r s of t he s t u d e n t 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d faculty are 
sure the c a m p a i g n will b e a 
success. 

"I have 100 m e m b e r s of fac­
ul ty tha t are t each ing t he c a m ­
paign . I a m bu i ld ing toward 
hav ing 100 pe rcen t faculty par ­
t ic ipa t ing in it," Reece said. 

Since it will be the first year 
tha t iFALCON will be t augh t in 
ce r ta in classes, teachers will be 
free to e x p e r i m e n t t each ing the 
c a m p a i g n to s tuden ts . 

W i t h aid f rom the iFAL­
C O N Web site, t eachers will b e 
al lowed t o s h o w v ideos t o the i r 
s tuden t s m a d e by s tuden t s par ­
t ic ipa t ing in t he campa ign . 

The site also inc ludes qu iz ­
zes a n d o the r tools used to 
e n h a n c e t he s tuden t s ' c o m p r e ­
h e n s i o n of wha t the c a m p a i g n 
is really about . 

DANIELA GUZMAN/TM 
i F A L C O N b a n n e r : Students walking out of the library where one iFALCON banner hangs. 

ASCC has 
big plans 
for spring 

DANIELLE GARCIA 
StaffWriter 

danielle.garcia@talonmarks.com 

The A S C C have b e g u n to p lan 
for m a n y renova t ions o n c a m p u s 
for th is semester . 

Two of A S C C Pres iden t M i ­
chael Barrita's m a i n c o n c e r n s are 
beaut i fy ing t he s t u d e n t cen te r a n d 
increas ing schola rsh ip o p p o r t u n i ­
ties for t he s tuden t s of Cer r i tos . 

The A S C C p lans to comple te ly 
re furn ish t he S tuden t Center . Its 
goal is to m a k e it a su i tab le- looking 
place for s tuden t s t o h a n g ou t a n d 
study. 

O t h e r p lans t he cabine t has tha t 
it finds to b e ve ry i m p o r t a n t are 
to instal l m a p s a n d in fo rmat ion 
b o a r d s o n c a m p u s to he lp s tuden t s 
find the i r way a r o u n d t h e c a m p u s 
a n d to fix water founta ins a r o u n d 
c a m p u s . 
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More construction hits Cerritos New 
BILLY TURNER 

StaffWriter 
billy.turner@talonmarks.com 

For t he last n ine years , the re h a s 
b e e n cons t ruc t i on going on a n d 
a r o u n d Cer r i to s College. 

The cons t ruc t i on is n o w in its 
last p h a s e of in f ras t ruc ture it has 
t aken s o m e t i m e bu t n o w is c o m i n g 
to an end . 

Whi l e d igging of t he school 
g r o u n d was t ak ing place, c o n s t r u c ­
t ion workers are pu t t i ng up n e w 
h i g h / l o w voltage l ines , n e w chill 
water l ines a n d na tu ra l gas l ines, 
accord ing to Dave Turner . 

Robe r t Riffle, d i rec tor of physi ­
cal p lant , said, "We're d o n e wi th the 
d igg ing u p of t he i n n e r c a m p u s a n d 
shou ld be s ta r t ing the beautif ica­
t ion process . There will b e sod p u t 
in a n d the rep lan t ing of p lants that 
were d u g up." 

In m o r e t h a n 12 m o n t h s , the re 
shou ld be a t he n e w c lass room of­
fice complex bui l t . 

"It will ho ld t echno logy ma te ­
rials. Then the re will be a physical 
sc ience division bui l t also." Riffle 
said. 

W h i l e these bu i ld ings are be ing 
buil t , pa rk ing lots will b e o n e of the 
m a n y areas affected. 

I ft \ 

i 
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MARIA MORALES/TM 
C o n s t r u c t i o n : The Fine Arts Building is one of the many sites at Cerritos that are undergoing construction. 

Clubs Classes cut students 
BUDGET CUTS : Continued From PAGE 1 

raise 
funds 

CELIA LIRA 
StaffWriter 

celia.lira@talonmarks.com 

The Associa ted S tuden ts of Cer­
r i tos College, With t h e he lp of clubs 
a n d faculty, will b e fundra i s ing th is 
semes te r to p rov ide s tuden t s wi th 
m o n e y for scholarsh ips . 

The A S C C is t ry ing to p rov ide a 
m e a n s of financial aid to those stu­
den ts tha t have been affected by the 
budge t cuts . 

A S C C Pres ident Michael Bar­
rita said, "We will b e fundra i s ing 
t h r o u g h o u t the semes te r to collect 
m o n e y to offer to s tuden t s h o p e ­
fully by M a y 2009." 

H e said the re are p len ty of 
m e m b e r s of t he faculty a n d abou t 
10 clubs that want t o get involved. 
Their goal is to have 10 to 15 clubs 
he lp ing ou t to raise $2,000 o r 
m o r e . 

M a n y fundra is ing events will be 
o c c u r r i n g t h r o u g h o u t th i s semester . 
The funds will be raised by ho ld ing 
car washes , concer t s , a n d da te auc­
t ions a m o n g o the r events . 

S o m e of t he u p c o m i n g fund-
rais ing events will b e car washes . 

They will no t b e held o n c a m ­
pus . Ins tead, t h e y will be he ld at 
bus inesses s u r r o u n d i n g areas of 
Cer r i tos College. 

The car wash pr ices , so far, will 
be: 
• $10 for faculty cars , 
• $12 for faculty vans , 
» $5 for s tuden t cars a n d 
• $7 for s tuden t vans . 

N o t h i n g is definite at this t ime , 
b u t t h e A S C C w o u l d like to s tar t 
wi th s o m e activities to raise m o n e y 
d u r i n g the m o n t h of February . 

There will be abou t two activi­
ties pe r m o n t h d u r i n g t h e semes ­
ter. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r of S tuden t O u t ­
reach, Osca r Franco , said, "The 
ea rn ings of the fundra is ing will be 
available to any Cer r i to s College 
s tudent , regardless of the i r i m m i ­
gra t ion status." 

A c o m m i t t e e will b e crea ted to 
dec ide what s tuden t s will benefits 
f rom these scholarsh ip funds . 

The process t o award t h e funds 
m a y b e o n an appl icat ion basis 
a long wi th an essay wr i t t en by t he 
s tuden t tha t w o u l d l ike to receive 
benefi ts . 

Tickets for t he car washes will 
be sold in advance to gua ran tee 
s o m e m o n e y c o m i n g on the da te of 
the event . 

"The s tuden t s that sign u p early 
a n d for as m a n y un i t s as they can 
will have n o p rob l ems get t ing the 
classes they need," Brock said. "The 
biggest i m p a c t will c o m e to s tuden t s 
w h o wait unt i l tha t last m i n u t e t o 
sign u p for classes. 

A n o t h e r area that is be ing af­
fected by t he budge t crisis is Cos t of 
Living Allocat ion. 

C O L A is given to employees of 
Cer r i to s College based on the cost . 
of l iving in the area. 

l h e r e are n o layoffs p l a n n e d 
r ight n o w at Cer r i to s College. 

" O u r goal is to keep everyone 
working," Brock said. 

' Ihis m i g h t be on ly t h e beg in ­
n i n g of the cuts a r o u n d Cer r i to s 
College. 

"Right now, all the cuts to col­
leges by t he state h i v e no t b e e n 
approved , they are jus t proposed," 
Brock said. "We will no t see t he 
wors t of these p r o b k m s probab ly 
unt i l next semester." 

Wi th the p r o p o s e d s ta tewide 
b u d g e t cuts , Ce r r i to s is no t in any 
dange r a n d will con t i nue to provide 
for all s tuden t s tha t a t t end it. 

" l h e biggest t h i n g r ight n o w is 
tha t n o b o d y panics," Brock said. 
"Cerr i tos is do ing a lot be t t e r t h a n 
m o s t colleges in t h e area." 

New sign will arrive 
SCOTT GARITE 

StaffWriter 
scott.garite@talonmarks.com 

In an effort to catch Cer r i tos 
u p to the 21st century , the re have 
b e e n projec ts all a r o u n d c a m p u s 
to u p d a t e t he school , the n e w 
A S C C m a r q u e e be ing one . 

"It's p a r t of t he c a m p u s t r ans ­
formation," expla ins A S C C Presi­
den t Michae l Barri ta . 

l h e n e w A S C C m a r q u e e is 
loca ted in a" h igh ly visible area,' ' 
r ight in front of t he s tuden t cen­
ter w h e r e Barr i ta says, "It's r ight 
in t he m i d d l e of s tuden t traffic 

a n d s tuden t s are able to get qu ick 
in fo rma t ion o n what 's go ing on 
a r o u n d school." 

H e added , " I h i s cou ld b e very 
beneficial for n e w i n c o m i n g stu­
den t s . They will b e able t o find 
n e w in fo rma t ion for o p p o r t u n i ­
t ies tha t the school offers tha t t hey 
m i g h t no t k n o w about." 

The sign is no t qui te finished 
t h o u g h . 

"We have a l ready looked in to 
get t ing a n e w A S C C sign to re­
place t he old one . It's p a r t of the 
bigger plan for tha t area," he ex­
plains . 

plans 
for 
ASCC 
PLANS : Continued 
From PAGE 1 

l h e cabine t also d iscussed the 
n e w Habi t s of M i n d campa ign . 

A S C C Vice Pres iden t Shola 
Shodiya shared, "We have s tar ted 
dr i l l ing for a ga rden (for the s tu­
den t center) ." 

T h o u g h it is u n s u r e w h e n the 
S tuden t C e n t e r will b e complete ly 
finished, Barr i ta said t he goal is for 
it to b e finished by the Spr ing b a n ­
que t awards . 

"So far, eve ry th ing looks like 
it's o n schedule," Barr i ta said. "The 
facilities lost several h o u r l y pay 
worke r s t h o u g h a n d I don ' t k n o w 
if o r h o w tha t m i g h t affect ongo ing 
projects." 

The A S C C is also w o r k i n g wi th 
several c lubs to increase t he funds 
for scholarsh ips oppo r tun i t i e s . 

Eight clubs have a l ready agreed 
to pa r t i c ipa te in car washes a n d 
o t h e r fundra is ing activities to fund 
these scholarsh ips . 

Their goal is to raise the funds 
to abou t $3,000 to $5,000. 

A n o t h e r p lan t he A S C C has 
tha t it finds to be very i m p o r t a n t 
is to instal l m a p s a n d in fo rma t ion 
b o a r d s o n c a m p u s to he lp s tuden t s 
find the i r way a r o u n d the c a m p u s . 

A m o n g these changes , fixing 
the water founta ins iS" a n o t h e r goal 
Barr i ta has . 

"Athletics is m y m a i n c o n c e r n 
(for the water fountains) ," he add­
ed. 

School out for suminer 
SUMMER SCHOOL : Continued From PAGE 1 

David Mar t inez , soc io logy m a ­
jor, feels differently. 

H e stated, "I wou ld prefer for the 
school to cut s u m m e r classes t h a n 
to cut classes in the Fall o r Spr ing 
w h e r e m o r e s tuden t s enroll . I t h i n k 
they w o u l d be wise to d o so." 

T h o u g h the possibi l i ty is still b e ­
ing discussed, cancel l ing the second 
s u m m e r session does look to be way 

to go in o rde r to save m o n e y to p r o ­

vide m o r e classes to s tuden t s . 

"It is n o t a sure th ing yet, " 

F a r m e r clarified, " l h e possibi l i ty 

is still be ing discussed. However , if 

the school does dec ide to offer b o t h 

s u m m e r sessions, it will need to cut 

even m o r e classes a n d courses of­

fered in future semes t t r s . " ^ 

Interested in a career as a professional 
automotive technician? 
Job security with a successful Chrysler, Jeep or 
Dodge dealer? 
Paid on the job training? 

If so, the College Automotive Program (CAP) at 
Cerritos College is looking for you! 

f* n L e a r n m o r e a b o u t , t : 

V j C r r i l O O Call 562-860-2451 x23/4 

V J U I I V S V Classes start October 19th! 
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Take your education to the next level 
with a leader in online education. 

• Take a self-guided four of online courses 
• Discover the online degrees and certificates available 
• Speak with an advisor to review your goals 
• Learn about available financial aid options 

Visit today and take the next step to higher-level learning. 

National University Online Information Center 
WESTFIELD W E S T C O V I N A 
2 4 9 8 P laza Drive 
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Visit National University in Westfield West Covina, today! 
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O B A M A I N A U G U R A T I O N T R A N S F E R O F P O W E R 

A b r a h a m L i n c o l n 
M a r c h 4, 1865 

/ I 1 

I I malice 
I J toward none, 

with charity for all, with 
firmness in the right as 
God gives us to see the 
right, let us strive on to fin­
ish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation's 
wounds..." 

* s *> A -

F r a n k l i n 0 . R o o s e v e l t 
M a r c h 4, 1933 

| I So, first of all, 
1 I let me assert my 

firm belief that the only 
thing we have to fear is 
fear itself— nameless, 
unreasoning, unjustified 
terror which paralyzes 
needed efforts lo convert 
retreat into advance." 

J o h n F . K e n n e d y 
J a n . 2 0 , 1 9 6 1 

j I 
Americans: Ask not what 
your country can do for 
you — ask what you can 
do for your country." 

A/id so, 
my fellow 

R o n a l d R e g a n 
J a n . 20, 1981 

We have every 
right to dream 

heroic dreams. Those who 
say that we are in a time 
when there are no heroes 
just don't know where to 
look." 

G e o r g e H . W . B u s h 
J a n . 20, 1989 

' I • We must act on 
\ J what we know. I 

take as my guide the hope 
of a saint: In crucial 
things, unity; in important 
things, diversity; in all 
things, generosity." 

B i l l C l i n t o n 
J a n . 2 0 , 1 9 9 3 

i m 
I • There is 

.__J nothing wrong 
with America that cannot 
be cured by what is right 
with America." 

Reviewing inaugural history 
B y R o b e r t S. B o y d 

McClatchy Newspapers 

T he inauguration of the first 
black president will long be 
remembered as a momentous 

day in history, but many past inaugurals 
also have had their memorable 
moments . 

Even Barack Obama ' s arrival in the 
nat ion 's capital aboard a special train 
recalls his fellow lllinoisan Abraham 
Lincoln 's similar train ride in 1861. 
Lincoln had to travel the last part of the 
trip at night because of an assassination 
threat in Baltimore. 

Inaugurals are a mixture of pomp, 
festival and gravity, the American 
equivalent of a coronation. Their rituals 
are laden with symbols of national pur­
pose, continuity and unity. For 220 
years, they have marked the peaceful 
transfer of power, a feat few other 
countries have achieved. 

Presidents have tinkered with the 
ceremony to reflect their personal style 
and the state of the nation. 

There 've been top hats and bare 
heads, cheers and boos along parade 
routes, unruly mobs in the White 
House, poets and preachers, brilliant 
sunshine and bitter cold, glamorous 
balls and tragic circumstances 

Almost always the day has featured 
a solemn swearing in, an inaugural 
address, one or more parades, plus par­
ties, receptions and fancy balls far into 
the night. • 

The heart of the affair is the inau­
gural oath, first recited by George 
Washington on the balcony of New 
York City 's Federal Hall, the original 
seat of government, on April 30, 1789. 

' The 35-word oath is prescribed in 
the Constitution, but Washington added 
the phrase "So help me God," and 
placed his left hand on a Bible hastily 
borrowed from a Masonic Lodge on 
Wall Street. Most later presidents have 
followed the founding father's prece­
dent. 

Washington 's successor, John 
Adams, took the oath in Philadelphia 's 
Independence Hall. Thomas Jefferson 
did it in the new Senate chamber in the 
District of Columbia in 1801. James 
Monroe moved the ceremony outside to 
the east front of the Capitol in 1817. 

It remained there until 1981, when 
Ronald Reagan switched it to the 
Capitol 's west front as a giant stage 
prop for his inauguration. 

JrMMY C A R T E R LIBRARY/NATIONAL A R C H I V E S / M O T 

P r e s i d e n t J i m m y C a r t e r , c e n t e r l e f t , a n d w i f e R o s a l y n n w a l k d o w n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e i n W a s h i n g t o n d u r i n g h i s 1 9 7 7 i n a u g u r a t i o n . 

t Sub-zero temperatures drove Reagan 
inside the Capitol building in 1985 for 
his second oath-taking and forced the 
cancellation of his parade, disappoint­
ing 12,000 marchers, 66 floats and 57 
bands. 

Thomas Jefferson and Andrew 
Jackson showed their common touch 
by eschewing carnages and walking up 
to Capitol Hill to be sworn in. J immy 
Carter delighted the crowd and horri­
fied the Secret Service by leaving his 
armored limousine after the swearing-
in, and strolling down Pennsylvania 
Avenue with his wife and children lo 
the White House. Both Bushes and the 
Clintons walked part of the way at their 
inaugurals as well. 

Until Biiijjinin I f . i i i j s i ' n ^ l^sO 
inauguration, ihe p.u.idos u-iiali> 
moved up lhe lull to the Capitol S i i k c 

then, they've l lnwid do a h ihe lull pi^i 
the White Motive ic\i<-\\ing » m h I 
Some grander p.u.idcs Listed a>.1I into 
darkness. 

After his l !0> \\u ide. A n d a v 
Jackson o j x ' k J ihe White House lo 
thousands ot his hungi) .md ilin*-l> I d -
lowers, who ikukcd .ii ii'tid. bloke 
windows and *wc\ lcd Uir.'iUue Xll^r 
Lincoln 's second niaugiiial in 
1865, unrul\ quests v.ti»Io s ihci 
and drape 11 L S 

There ' \ c K e n a<\k.\jid 
moments 

. b t l t v e e n incoming and .outgoing presi­
dents. Adams boycotted Jefferson's 
inauguration in 1801. Ulysses Grant 
refused lo ride in the same carriage as 
Andrew Johnson in 1869. Herbert 
Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
drove to the Capitol in chilly silence in 
1933. 

Not all inaugurals have been joyous 
occasions. Andrew Johnson took the 
oath in his boarding house the day after 
Lincoln 's assassination in April 1865. 
In 1901, Theodore Roosevelt was 
sworn in in Buffalo, N.Y., where 

•'•jV 

William McKinley had died earlier that 
day. 

A grim-faced Lyndon Johnson was 
sworn in aboard Air Force One on the 
day John F. Kennedy was shot in 
Dallas. Gerald Ford took the oath in the 
East Room of the White House after 
Richard Nixon resigned in 1974. 

Ever since Washington, most presi­
dents have launched their term with a 
formal address, usually calling for 
national reconciliation and setting out 
their vision for the future. 

Washington and Adams gave their 
inaugural speeches in person. Jefferson 
and a century of his successors sent 
theirs to Congress in writing. Wilson 
renewed the personal address in 1913. 

Some inaugural addresses have 
etched lines in the national memory: 

• Thomas Jefferson: "We are all 
Republicans, we are all Federalists ." 

• Abraham Lincoln: "With malice 
toward none, with charily for all, (let 
us) bind up the nation's wounds . " 

• Franklin Roosevelt: "The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself." 

• John Kennedy: "Ask not what 
your country can do for you — ask 
what you can do for your country." 

9 Gerald Ford "Our long national 
nightmare is over." 

At Kennedy 's snow-swept inaugural 
in 1961, the glare of the sun and a stiff 
breeze kept Robert Frost from reading 
a poem he had written for the occasion. 
Vice President Lyndon Johnson tried to 
shade the lectern with his top hat, but 
the 86-year-old poet protested "I can ' t 
see in this light." Instead, he recited 
from memory one of his earlier poems, 
"The Gift Outright." 

William Henry Harrison's 1841 
address — an hour and 40 minutes 
long, d c l i u red without hat or coat on a 
(.old. damp day — turned tragic. The 
ftX-\cur old ll.n rison developed pneu­
monia and died a month later. His vice 
picsiduit, John Tyler, was sworn in at 
his hotel and never gave an inaugural 
addicss 

1 he most iccent inaugural, George 
Bush 's second, vas marred by scuffles 
•a nh aiigi> pioicstors. Cries of "war­
monger" and " impeach B u s h " clashed 
\ nh e hauls of USA" and "support our 

Hoops" as 1 3 . I I H 0 police and soldiers 
stood guard. 

I his \>.ar. Obama ' s whistle-stop 
(i .nii i ide from Philadelphia to 

Washington, 

picking up Vice President-elect Joseph 
Biden on the way, follows a long line 
of travels to the capital by incoming 
presidents. George Washingon rode his 
horse and carriage from his beloved 
home at Mount Vernon to New York. 
Lincoln whistle-stopped from 
Springfield, the Illinois capital where 
Obama declared his candidacy Feb. 10, 
2007. 

To read the inaugural addresses of 
former presidents: w w w . 
h o m e o f h e r o e s . c o m / p r e s i d e n t s / 
i n a u g u r a l / i n d e x . h t m l 

Trivia quiz 
• W h o g a v e 
t h e l o n g e s t 
i n a u g u r a l 
a d d r e s s ? 
W i l l i a m H e n ­
r y H a r r i s o n , 
r i g h t , M a r c h 
4 , 1 8 4 1 . H i s 
S p e e c h w a s 
8,445 w o r d s l o n g , d e l i v e r e d o n , 
a n i n c r e d i b l y c o l d d a y . 

9 W h o g a v e t h e f i r s t t e l e v i s e d 
i n a u g u r a l a d d r e s s ? H a r r y S . 
T r u m a n o r t J a n . 2 0 , 1 9 4 9 . 

• W h o g a v e t h e f i r s t i n a u g u r a l 
a d d r e s s t o b e b r o a d c a s t l i v e 
o n t h e I n t e r n e t ? B i l l C l i n t o n i n 
h i s s e c o n d a d d r e s s , J a n , 20 , 
1997. 

• W h o g a v e a n i n a u g u r a l a d ­
d r e s s o n e y e a r , t h e n g a v e t h e 
o n e A F T E R t h e n e x t p r e s i ­
d e n t ? G r o v e r C l e v e l a n d g a v e 
h i s s e c o n d i n a u g u r a l a d d r e s s o n 
M a r c h 4 , 1 8 9 3 . T o d a t e , t h i s i s 
t h e o n l y t i m e a p r e s i d e n t h a s 
b e e n e l e c t e d , l o s t t o h i s o p p o ­
n e n t i n t h e n e x t e l e c t i o n c y c l e , 
t h e n b e e n e l e c t e d a g a i n t o s e r v e 
a s e c o n d t e r m . 

P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e W . B u s h 
d e l i v e r s h i s 2 0 0 5 i n a u g u r a l 
s p e e c h a f t e r t a k i n g t h e o a t h o f 
o f f i c e d u r i n g c e r e m o n i e s o n t h e 
w e s t f r o n t o f t h e U . S . C a p i t o l i n 
W a s h i n g t o n . 

MCT P O O L P H O T O G R A P H BY WIN MCNAMEE/ 
GETTY IMAGES 

' ' J D . i l T : ' 
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Softball looks to defend tide A t a 

RICK GOMEZ 
Sports Editor 

sports@talonmarks.com 

t 

• i 

Expec ta t ions will b e h igh for t he Cer r i to s College softball 
t e am as t h e y enter t he 2009 season wi th a s tate c h a m p i o n s h i p title 

to ck lend . 
Hie Falcons were c rowned 2008 

state c h a m p i o n s for the 2 n d t i m e 
in Cer r i to s College softball h i s -

•%' 

« -

* 

i 
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t o ry after defeat ing Mt. SAC 
5-1 in t he final. 

The Falcons will 
, , have on ly th ree re­

t u r n i n g players f rom 
•*.** • last y e a r s c h a m p i o n ­

ship t eam inc lud ing 
s ta r t ing centerfield-
er, Jennifer Salas. 

' . ' This year t h e 
" Falcons will rely o n 

* 'v";,:' , a p r o m i s i n g core of 
i n c o m i n g f reshmen, 

wh ich inc ludes Ca tcher 
S a m a n t h a Vaaulu and Pi tch­

er Lauren Cas t re l lon . 
" W e have a very ta len ted g r o u p 

of f reshmen" h e a d coach Kodee M u r r a y 
said. 

"I t h i n k it is going to b e a j o u r n e y a n d I k n o w 
ihey will m a k e mis takes th is season because t h e y are 

fusli inen. M M u r r a y added . 
Wil li a state tit le to defend, M u r r a y believes it b r ings m o r e 

tAuk -Mi tn t to t he dugou t . 
" [ don ' t t h i n k the re is any pressure , t hey w a n t to m a k e a 

n a m e for themselves this year." 

2009 Spring Preview 
Mens 
tennis 
adds 
depth 

RICK GOMEZ 

Sports Editor 
sports@taionmarks.com 

"It's always about w i n n i n g state," 
h e a d coach Alvin Kim said. 

Even wi th arguably the best t e ams 
in t he state be ing in the s ame division, 
K im is no t ready to sell h is t e am shor t . 

The South Coas t Confe rence wen t 
u n d e r a r e s t ruc tu re resul t ing in th ree of 
the t o p five t eams c o m p e t i n g against t he 
Cer r i to s College men's t enn is t eam. 

" W i n n i n g conference will be a 
challenge," Kim said. 

The Falcons will have all key re­
t u r n e r s wi th an add i t ion to i n c o m ­
ing f reshman, T i m Lee, w h o will b e 
a d d e d to t he top s ta r t ing l ine-up. 

"(Lee) gives us m o r e depth," K im said. 
Also r e t u r n i n g is doubles t eam, D o u g I d-

wards a n d Jason Wall. 
The d u o finished second in state after r each ing 

the state c h a m p i o n s h i p m a t c h for the first l ime in 
school history. 

Top: Catcher Samantha Vaaulu swings 
for the fences during batting practice. 
Coach Murray believes she will have a 
big impact this season. 

Middle: Nik Bote hits the ball to dur­
ing practice. 

Bottom: Emerson Mendoza swims 
down using the breastroke technique. 

PHOTOS TAKEN BY 
RICK GOMEZ, DANIELA GUZMAN 

AND M A R I A M O R A L E S / T M 

Glance 
This Week 

Wednesday 
Basketball 

Women vs. El Camino 5:30 p.m. 
Men vs. El Camino 7:30 p.m. 

Friday 
Basketball 

Women vs. LBCC 5:30 p.m. 
Men's vs. LBCC 7:30 pm 

Next Week 

Tuesday 
Tennis 

Women vs. Fullerton 2 p.m. 
Men @ Cypress 2pm 

Baseball 
@ Golden West 2pm 

Softball 
vs. Santa Barbara City 3pm 

Wednesday 
Basketball 

Women @ Compton 5:30 p.m. 
Men @ Compton 7 p.m. 

Thursday 
Tennis 

Men vs Glendale 2 p.m. 
Women @ Rio Hondo 2 p.m. 

Friday 
Track & Field 

@ Northern Arizona University 

Softball 
vs Ventura 9 a.m. 

vs Santa Ana 11 a.m. 

Baseball 
vs Glendale 2 p.m. 

ti 
1 Basketball 

Women vs LA Harbor 5:30 p.m 
Men vs LA Harbor 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday 
Track & Field 

@ Northern Arizona University 

Softball 
vs. Imperial Valley 11 a.m. 

Baseball 
vs. Rio Hondo 12 p.m. 

Sunday 
Baseball 

vs College of the Canyons 11 a.m. 

Results 
Last Wednesday 

Basketball 
Women vs. Mt. SAC L 63-73 

Men vs. Mt. SAC L 67-74 

Last Friday 
Basketball 

Women vs. LA Southwest L 61-66 
Men vs. LA Southwest W 68-64 

Mens swimming three headed monster ready for season 
ELIETH KOULZONS 

News Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

R e t u r n e r Loui Esp inoza h o p e s to lead the men's 

s w i m t e a m of Ce r r i t o s Col lege t o t h e state c h a m p i o n ­

sh ip th is season. 

Esp inoza said, "As a re turner , I feel I cou ld no t only 

set an example for the n e w m e m b e r s of t he t e am, bu t I 

could also he lp t h e m in a compet i t ive aspect." 

Because he , a long wi th a few o the r r e tu rne r s , are 

o n the men's water po lo t eam, h e feels they have a 

major advantage over the f r e shman . 

"Most of us r e t u r n i n g are o n t h e water p o l o 

team," he admi t t ed , "So we p re t ty m u c h k n o w what 's 

it's like to b e c o m p e t i n g at a college level, un l ike t he 

n e w m e m b e r s w h e r e they 've only c o m p e t e d at a c lub 

o r h igh school level." 

H e a d coach Joe Abing believes f reshman Berne r 

F igueroa will b e o n e of t h e s w i m m e r s w h o will take 

o n a major role in con t r i bu t i ng to t he t eam. 

Because speed is definitely a factor in ob t a in ing 

po in t s at s w i m mee t s , Abing said the speed of ih is in­

c o m i n g f reshman will ou t s t and ing ly he lp the 

t e am t h r o u g h o u t t he season. 

F r e s h m a n M a t t h e w M e n d o / a ^ ĵjjjĵ j 
h o p e s that he too will help t he swin: 

t e a m reach state. 

"I k n o w I can he lp m y t e a m 

reach the state c h a m p i o n ­

ships," M e n d o z a coii-

f e s s e d , 

• f a * * ' ; . 

H e will also t ry to b r eak the Cer r i to s College re­

cord for fastest freestvle swim. 

ed, " (Espinoza) 

fast, bu t I 'm faster, 

to b reak the r eco rd 

p rove t o peop le tha t 

a fat guy cou ld still 

swim fast." 

V 

"It's jus t going to take a lot of ded ica t ion a n d p r a c -

tice. 

T h o u g h the re are ve ry few s w i m m e r s o n the t eam 

guys. 

"It's a p re t ty g o o d size g roup . Plus ( the t e a m ) has 

Esp inoza w h o is its fastest breas ts t roker , M e n d o z a its 

fastest long d i s tance swimmer , a n d F igueroa w h o is 

t h e faster i n c o m i n g f reshman . So I definitely t h i n k 

they have the po ten t i a l to m a k e it to state," h e said. 

N o t on ly that , bu t it also has t w o n e w divers tha t 

cou ld poss ib ly ea rn it crit ical po in t s in compe t i t i ons . 

Speed a n d e n d u r a n c e will b e two majo r r equ i re ­

m e n t s tha t will enable th is t e am to succeed. 

Abing added , "These guys will have to w o r k on 

the i r speed a n d e n d u r a n c e if t h e y wan t to have a 

g o o d season. I t o o get in t he p o o l a n d swim wi th 

t h e m s o m e t i m e s . So I'll b e ge t t ing in shape at t h e 

s ame t i m e they are." 

Desp i te t he fact tha t there are on ly a few m e m ­

bers o n t he t eam, Esp inoza believes they have t he 

po ten t ia l , skills, a n d ability to m a k e this a success-

' ful season. 

"We have eve ry th ing it takes to m a k e it to 

state," h e said, "Everyone on the t e a m jus t needs to 

th i s season, Ab ing believes it is still a g o o d g r o u p of c o m e to prac t ice a n d take th is season seriously." 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:sports@talonmarks.com
mailto:sports@taionmarks.com
mailto:news@talonmarks.com
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Safest 
v a s t s 

DANIELA GUZMAN/TM 
B a s k e t b a l l : Guard Gregory Freer dribbles the ball between three Mounties defenders and prepares to shoot xnd deliver one of the key points to end a losing streak and ensure a victory. 

victory for basketball 
TALYA RICHARDSON 

StaffWriter 
talya.richardson@talonmarks.com 

After a r o u g h m o n t h , t he 
Cer r i to s College men's bas ­
ketball t e am came away wi th a 
v ic to ry at Los Angeles Sou th ­
west Col lege in its first South 
Coast" C6hfe rence g a m e o n 
Friday, 68-64, to snap a sev­
e n - g a m e losing s t reak. 

Fo rward Marcel lus Jack­
son led the way wi th a t e am 
high , 18 po in t s a n d 20 re­
b o u n d s . 

' Ihe Falcons led by as 
m u c h as 11 bu t the Couga r s 
were no t go ing d o w n wi thou t 
a fight. 

The Falcons saw its lead 
d r o p to one , .60-59, wi th over 
two m i n u t e s r ema in ing . 

Clu tch free t h r o w s late in 

t he g a m e secured the Falcons 
t he win . 

Pr ior to Friday's victory, 
p r o b l e m s con t i nued for t he 
Falcons as it d r o p p e d its sev­
e n t h in a r ow to rival Mt . San 
A n t o n i o , 74-67, last W e d n e s ­
day at t he Aviary in Cer r i tos 
College. 

Falcons g u a r d Gregory 
Peer's t e am h igh 18 po in t s 
a n d 10 r e b o u n d s were shad­
owed by M o u n t i e s g u a r d Aar-
r o n Chamber l in ' s 26 po in t s , 
20 of wh ich c a m e in the sec­
o n d half. 

The Falcons got off to a 
qu ick start l eading 13-7 in t he 
first half a n d kept it close go­
ing in to half t ime on ly t ra i l ing 
33-29. 

"The t eam s ta r ted off 
s t rong wi th (its) ad rena l ine 
p u m p i n g at the b e g i n n i n g of 

each quarter," said head coach 

Jesse Teplitzy. 

W i t h a little m o r e t h a n 

seven m i n u t e s left in t he 

game , t he Falcons t ook a 58-

53 lead. 

The smal l lead soon van ­

ished as t he M o u n t i e s wen t 

o n a 13-0 r u n , led by C h a m -

ber l in , scor ing n ine of the 13 

in a span of five m i n u t e s . 

The Moun t i e s ' aggressive 

play in t he pa in t sent t h e m to 

t he free t h r o w l ine, conver t ­

ing 17 of t he 26 a t tempts . 

The Falcons will look to 

have back - to -back wins as 

they hos t El C a m i n o ton igh t 

at 7:30 p . m . 

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY 

RICK GOMEZ 

SCC Men's Basketball 
Standings 

Team Name Conference Overall 

Long Beach City 1-0 
Cerr i tos 
C o m p t o n 
El Cam ino 
LA Sou thwes t 
LA Harbor 

1-0 8-11 
1-0 5-12 
1-0 5-16 
0-1 8-11 
0-1 7-13 
0-1 3-16 

Source: Coaspor t s . o rg 

Falcons fall 
short by 10 
to Mounties 

MICHAEL GONZALEZ 

StaffWriter 

michael.gonzalez@talonmarks.com 

The g a m e was close, bu t the Cer r i to s women 's bas ­
ketbal l t e am fell shor t on Wednesday , los ing 73-63. 

It was cer ta in ly a test for the Falcons as they were 
go ing u p against Mt, SAC (19-2) . 

In a Sou th Coas t Confe rence crossover g a m e t h e 
Falcons were cer ta in ly ready to show wha t they got. 

The g a m e was pre t ty m u c h a n ins ide d o m i n a n c e 
for Cer r i to s as 16 of its 24 po in t s c a m e from ins ide 
the pa in t . 

M u c h of the po in t s c ame from fast b r eak or pu t 
backs from misses or offensive r e b o u n d s . 

F o u r t e e n po in t s were scored t h r o u g h 16 m i n ­
utes in the pa in t u p unt i l forward Rachel Butler hi t a 
j u m p e r f rom t h e left wing . 

A key play in t h e first half was w h e n g u a r d Male -
ta D a u g h t e r y d rove s t rong to t he basket ge t t ing t he 
score a n d the foul. 

Div ing for balls a n d playing g o o d defense he lped 
the Falcons finish the hal f on a 7-0 r u n a n d lead 24-22 
at half t ime. 

D a u g h t e r y saw the second half as a " G o o d Effort" 
as they went in t he s econd half wi th t he lead. 

A l t h o u g h , t he s econd half m o m e n t u m seemed to 
be o n the side of Mt. SAC as it scored 51 po in t s a n d 
he ld Ce r r i t o s t o 39 po in t s . 

The major i ty of t he half was each t eam going at one 
another , scor ing r ight after the o the r t e am would . 

It was m o r e of a loose type play of basketbal l f rom 
b o t h t eams as m o r e shots f rom outs ide were t aken 
a n d tu rnove r s , m o r e o n Cer r i to s behalf. 

A crucial 7-1 r u n from the Moun t i e s s e e m e d to 
pu t away the Falcons from the field a n d the free t h r o w 
line. 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e g a m e t h e M o u n t i e s were 23 of 33 
f rom the l ine, whi le Cer r i to s were a subpa r 2 of 10. 

Even wi th t he last m i n u t e shoot ing" spree f rom 
gua rd Daughte ry , it was no t e n o u g h to get a r o u n d Mt. 
SAC, losing 73-63. 

D a u g h t e r y was the leading scorer in the g a m e wi th 
21 po in t s which also came wi th five th ree -po in te r s . 

Even wi th the o u t c o m e of the g a m e Butler, said 
abou t he r t eam, "We played really well as a unit." 

W h e n asked h o w she saw the season so far she 
said, "We've g r o w n a lot so far a n d we got a g o o d 
g r o u p of girls." 

Despi te losing, h e a d coach Karen Will iver said, 
"I 'm p r o u d of the t eam, (it) played hard." 

t ! 
\ 

SCOTT WATKINS/TM 
W o m e n ' s b a s k e t b a l l : Guard Maleta Daughtery dribbles 
upcourt during the women's basketball teams loss to Mt. 
SAC last Wednesday. 

Artiaga, Villegas win national, regional soccer awards 
Artiaga named Far West Re­
gion Coach of the Year 

RICK GOMEZ 
Sports Editor 

sports@talonmarks.com 

For (he second t i m e 

in four years , B e n n y Ar­

t iaga was n a m e d Far West 

Region C o a c h of t he Year 

after leading 

the Cer r i to s 

Col lege men's 

soccer t e a m 

to its second 

state c h a m ­

p ionsh ip in 

t h r ee years . 

The Falcons defeat­

ed rival Mt . San A n t o ­

n i o College in the state 

c h a m p i o n s h i p final 1-0 

llpj 
• P 

a n d finished the sea­

son r a n k e d No . 2 in t he 

count ry . 

Ar t i aga received t h e 

s ame award two years 

ago as well as the Na­

t iona l C o a c h of t he Year 

award w h e n the 

<. t e a m w o n its 

first state title in 

school history. 

Ar t iaga also 

led t h e Falcons 

lo a Sou th Coas t 

C o n f e r e n c e 

c h a m p i o n s h i p 

for t he first t i m e since 

2004 w h e n they were 

c o - c h a m p i o n s wi th Pasa­

d e n a Ci ty College. 

B 
.•*n 4 Villegas celebrates National 

Player of the Year award 

S< o I I \V\ I MSS,' 
S p i n n i n g a w a y : Forward Corina Villegas tplits two Santa Rosa defenders on her way to scoring for the state title. 

IM 

RICK GOMEZ 
Sports Editor 

sports@talonmarks.com 

Midfielder C o r i n a 

Villegas was celebrat ing 

the state c h a m p i o n s h i p 

M V P award after scor ing 

th ree goals in 

the c h a m p i ­

onsh ip g a m e 

to lead the 

women 's soc­

cer t e am to its 

b a c k - t o - b a c k " 

title, bu t the 

celebrat ion didn ' t 

there . 

O n Dec . 18, Villegas 

was awarded Na t iona l 

1 V 

e n d 

Player of t h e Year a n d 

was also n a m e d Athlete 

of t he M o n t h for D e c e m ­

ber. 

The s o p h o m o r e Ville­

gas e a r n e d first t e a m All 

A m e r i c a n h o n o r s . 

V i 1 1 e -

gas racked u p 

21 goals a n d 

m a r k e d a single 

season school 

record of 18 as-

\ sists. 

She also tal­

l ied seven goals 

in t he state c h a m p i o n ­

ship t o u r n a m e n t , scor ing 

in all five of t he team's 

pos t season games . 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:talya.richardson@talonmarks.com
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mailto:sports@talonmarks.com
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EDITORIAL 

Budget cuts threaten education 
W i t h the c o u n t r y in an e c o n o m i c me l tdown , Cer r i tos College is cu t t ing 

classes in o rde r to cope wi th these ha r sh e c o n o m i c t imes . 

Classes have b e e n cut by five pe rcen t for this semes te r wi th t he possibi l ­

ity of m o r e cuts t o come . 

W i t h the vast major i ty of p r o b l e m s resul t ing from the c r ipp l ing econ­

o m y for m a n y college s tuden t s , get t ing in to classes a n d g r a d u a t i n g f rom 

college shou ld n o t be o n e of t h e m . 

M a n y peop le go back to college d u r i n g t imes like these; especial ly to 

c o m m u n i t y college in o rde r to learn a t r ade a n d have be t t e r jobs o p p o r t u -

ni tes to b e able to ove rcome the h a r d e c o n o m i c t imes . 

In these t imes , m o r e m o n e y shou ld b e pu t in to educa t ion a n d no t t a k e n 

away f rom it. 

In t he 1940s, t h e g o v e r n m e n t c a m e up wi th t he GI bill a n d tha t gave 

peop le tha t se rved in t he mi l i t a ry an o p p o r t u n i t y to get an educa t ion a n d 

ensu re that future genera t ions wou ld have o p p o r t u n i t i e s to fulfill the i r 

l ea rn ing potent ia l . 

W h y is th is i m p o r t a n t , you ask? 

The last t i m e the future e c o n o m y s e e m e d as b leak as it does today was 

in t he 1930s d u r i n g the great depress ion . 

Back t h e n , t he g o v e r n m e n t u n d e r s t o o d tha t it was i m p o r t a n t , especial ly 

d u r i n g h a r d e c o n o m i c t imes , to invest in educa t ion . 

It u n d e r s t o o d tha t be ing m o r e proac t ive in educa t ing its ci t izens was 

go ing to help, m a y b e no t r ight away, bu t in the long r u n for t he e c o n o m i c 

stabili ty of th is count ry . 

N o w wi th peop le u n c e r t a i n abou t the i r futures, the g o v e r n m e n t has de ­

c ided tha t it needs to cu t s p e n d i n g in educa t ion . 

It m a k e s n o sense whatsoever . The one th ing that can ove rcome an eco­

n o m i c d o w n t u r n is an educa ted society. By cu t t ing fund ing o n educa t ion , 

t he g o v e r n m e n t is dep r iv ing its ci t izens the possibil i ty of even hav ing o n e . 

C o m m u n i t y colleges are t he s tepping s tone for m o s t of America 's m i d ­

dle class to get an educa t ion a n d n o w it is h a r d e r to get classes tha t will 

ensu re tha t future, 

Ins tead of cu t t ing educa t ion , this c o u n t r y shou ld b e p u t t i n g m o r e m o n ­

ey in to educa t ion to reap the rewards , m a y b e no t r ight away, of tha t of a 

s t ronger , m o r e educa t ed w o r k force tha t is ready for the future. 

V > . 

•. f ,v 
MCT 

IS] LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. They may be submitted both online and in person, l.i all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered for publication, either 
online or in print. Campus-related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for length, '.hough online versions tend to include full content, as long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You may 
deliver letters to FA 42 or contact the editor by e-mail at editor@talonmarks.com. 
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Comics are not just for kids anymore 
G h o s t Wor ld , 30 Days of N igh t a n d 

W a n t e d have s o m e t h i n g in c o m m o n , o the r 
t h a n be ing ra ted-R movies . 

They are based o n comic b o o k s . 

C o m i c b o o k s aren't jus t for kids a n y m o r e 
l ike they were in the '60s . 

In fact, t h e y are b e c o m i n g a lmos t the o p ­
pos i te . 

;* Every m e d i u m goes t h r o u g h chariges. 
The c o m i c b o o k h a s gone t h r o u g h chang­

es to t he p o i n t whe re s o m e have ra t ings now, 
n o t un l ike ra t ings used in movies , T V shows 
a n d v ideo games . 

W h y wou ld comics have ra t ings if t hey 
were all for kids? 

M a k i n g a genera l s t a t emen t tha t comic 
b o o k s are i m m a t u r e a n d chi ld ish is like 
m a k i n g tha t s a m e s t a t emen t abou t c a r t o o n 
shows. 

A n d saying tha t c a r t oons are chi ld ish 
wou ld m e a n tha t Sou th Pa rk a n d Family G u y 

T i m Dicker sort 
O I I / : ; V Editor 

are for k ids . 
C o m i c s aren't jus t about, Sp ide r -Man 

s topp ing Dr, O c t o p u s f rom robb ing a b a n k 
a n y m o r e . 

They're abou t m o r e m a t u r e issues for 
m o r e m a t u r e aud iences . 

In a min i - se r ies called "Daredevi l : Re­
dempt ion , " t he lawyer Mat t M u r d o c k was 
de fend ing a m a n tha t was be ing accused of 
m u r d e r i n g a n d mut i l a t ing a y o u n g boy. 

M a n y pa ren t s wouldn ' t a l low thei r chil­
d r e n to r ead a s tory (wi th de ta i led a r twork) 
l ike that . 

A n o t h e r s toryl ine , involving y o u r fr iend­

ly n e i g h b o r h o o d Sp ider -Man , featured a 
sn ipe r w h o t r i ed t o kill Peter Parker . H e a n d 
M a r y Jane m a n a g e d to get ou t of the way, bu t 
t he bullet hi t A u n t May. 

Sp ide r -Man decides tha t he wan t s re­
venge in t he wors t way possible , by reviving 
the b lack suit. 

Sp ide r -Man has always b e e n abou t s top­
p ing the b a d guy, bu t t h i s ; s to ry was m o r e 
abou t co ld -hea r t ed revenge t h a n seeking 
just ice. 

S o m e charac te rs , such as Spawn, have 
the i r or ig ins c o m e f rom very da rk stories . 

Spawn is a deceased special agent that 
agreed to b e c o m e a he l l spawn in o rde r to see 
his wife again. 

No t on ly are the re comic b o o k s toryl ines 
tha t are t o o m a t u r e for y o u n g e r audiences , 
the re are stories tha t ch i ld ren m a y s imply 
n o t find in teres t ing . 

In recent Marvel comics , the g o v e r n m e n t 

issued a regis t ra t ion act after a c rowded 

school was accident ly b l o w n up by an a m a ­

teur supe rhe ro . 

The s tory c o n t i n u e d wi th the Marvel u n i ­

verse split o h different sides, those suppo r t ­

ing a n d those against the regis t ra t ion act. 

This isn't exactly t o o m a t u r e for k ids , b u t 

it's a s to ry tha t a lot of k ids won't care for or 

have the a t ten t ion span for. 

There are comic b o o k s for everybody. 

Little kids have the Disney c a r t o o n comics 

a n d "Marve l Adventures ." The regular super­

h e r o series are m o r e for t he teens a n d adul ts ; 

the re are even p o r n o g r a p h i c comic b o o k s . 

Just l ike movies , television, b o o k s a n d 

o t h e r m e d i u m s , comic b o o k s aren't cen te red 

t o w a r d one age g roup . 

Ilie way comics are today, jus t abou t any­

o n e can find o n e that interests h i m or her. 

No t all of t h e m are abou t supe rhe roes . 
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The Masked Villains are p laguing 
Cer r i tos College wi th a disease of 
n o n c o n f o r m i t y a n d chaos t h r o u g h 
the i r p u n k rock mus ic a n d rebel l ious 
a t t i tude . 

Bubba Villain, d r u m m e r , a n d 
D i m y Villain, lead guitar, cu r ren t ly 
a t tend Cer r i tos . 

The Masked Villains began in 
2004 wi th on ly th ree m e m b e r s and 
are n o w clawing the i r way up to local 
s t a r d o m wi th two addi t iona l m e m ­
bers a n d an increas ing loyal g roup 
of fans. 

l h e first official E.P. consists of 6 
songs a n d is set to debu t Feb. 13. 

Q&A 

Talon Marks: W h a t was the inspi­
rat ion for the n a m e l h e Masked 
Vil lains? 
Bubba Vil lain: We didn ' t wan t to be 
like a h e r o b a n d . 

A d a m Vil lain: All these peop le w h o 
are supposed to be o u r he roes , t hey 
f***en lie. Yeah, we m a y supposed ly 
be t he "bad guys" o r whatever , bu t 
we actual ly d o a lot of g o o d th ings . 
Like r ight n o w we're look ing in to 
do ing th ings for chari t ies , and yet 
we're labeled de l inquen t s . So if 
they ' re going to call us villains t h e n 
we're going to act like villains. 

TM: H o w m a n y in total are there in 
the band? 

v. — r*.. • i'* 

*<t-f.~. r 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MASKED VILLAINS 

AV: G i z m o Villain bass , S c u m Vil­
lain guitar, D i m y Villain l e ad ' gu i ­
tar, A d a m Villain le^d singer, Bub­
ba Villain d r u m s . 

TM: W h a t k ind of mus ic d o y o u 
play? 
AV: We play a little bit of every­
th ing . We t ry no t to label any th ing 
too m u c h . 

BV: Most ly we're just a p u n k rock 
b a n d . 

TM: Where d o y o u m o s t l y p lay? 
BV: We s tar ted oif a r o u n d 2006 
playing backyard shows in W i l m ­
ing ton . By 2007 we h a d a lot of 
shows in East LA, C o m p t o n , South 
Cen t ra l , Los Angeles , etc. 
AV: Actually, ou r first show was in 
Rio Alto. It was a hor r ib le show. 

BV: O u r second show, also in '05 , 
was fun a n d exci t ing a n d hor r ib le 
at the s ame t ime . It was like a bat t le 
of the b a n d s at the showcase the ­
a t re like t h r ee m o n t h s before it 
closed d o w n . 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE M A S M D VIM M N S 

TM: D o y o u th ink that you've got ­
ten better s ince then? 
AV: We've definitely got ten better . 
We couldn ' t get any worse . 

BV: If it wasn' t for t he b a n d D r u n k ­
en Society we wou ld seriously b e at 
least a year o r two b e h i n d of w h e r e 
we are r ight now. They forced us to 
play o u r very first show. 

AV". D r u n k e n Society, O i G a n g ­
sters, Wors t Enemy, Chaot ix , all 
the Long Beach a n d W i l m i n g t o n 
b a n d s really he lped pull us out of 
the garage. 

TM: Are y o u p lanning o n record­
ing anyt ime soon? 

AV: We actually have ou r E.P. c o m ­
ing ou t on Feb. 13. It is o u r first 
actual , professional , self-titled E.P. 
a n d can b e picked u p at Head l ine 
Records , Dr. S t range Records , In-
t e r p u n k , or at any of the Masked 
Villain shows. 

BV: All of the songs on the E.P. we 
m a d e d r u n k . 

AV: We used to have this little play­
school r ecorder t h i n g a n d we used 
to record on that . 

TM: W h e n are your u p c o m i n g 
shows? 
AV: O u r nearest show is o n Feb. 6 in 
Sou th Cent ra l . 

BV: O n M a r c h 20th we are o p e n i n g 
for The Adicts at the Key C lub in 
West Hol lywood . 

TM: D o y o u make any m o n e y off 
of it? 
BV: Nope. . .Well o n occas ion m a y b e 
like 50 bucks bu t we usual ly spend 
it o n t he same night . 

AV: Usually they' l l p a y us in beer, 
wh ich I t h i n k is really nice, 'cause 
they ' re cu t t ing out t he m i d d l e m a n , 
'cause that saves us t he t rouble of 
hav ing to go ou t a n d b u y beer. 

TM: A n y final thoughts? 
BV: We're a p re t ty h a r d work ing 
b a n d . Its been 5 years a n d we've suf­
fered a lot. Go t screwed over m a n y 
t imes . We've ga ined so m u c h a n d 

lost a lot. A lot of h a r d w o r k has 

b e e n pu t in to this b a n d . We've lost 

jobs and educa t ion over it. 

AV: I've sacrificed a s**t load be­
cause I found my mus i c m o r e im­
por t an t . 

BV: But it all works ou t for t he 
best . 

TM: W h o are your influences? 
• l h e Business , 
• Cock Sparrer, 
• C o c k n e y Rejects, 
• Major Accident , 
• l h e Adicts , 
• Alice Cooper , <<• • • • 
• Poison, 
• Mot ley Crue , 
. KISS, 
. B.B King, 
• Ray Char les , 
. G G Allin, 
• The Tempta t ions , 
• The Masked Villains, 
• sex, 
• m o r e sex a n d 
• beer. 

IV* r 

s 
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NOTORIOUS 'BIG' hit 
M o v i e R e v i e w 

Notorious 

Starring: Jamal 
Woolard 
Director: George 
Tillman Jr. 

Rating: & & < f c < f o 

I V E T T E G R A C I A 
Arts Editor 

arts@talonmarks.com 

"We c a n t change t h e wor ld u n ­
less we change ourselves," is t he 
en igma t i c r e m a i n i n g p h r a s e u t ­
te red b y Biggie Smalls , p e r f o r m e d 
by Jamal Woola rd , in t h e en thra l l ­
ing a n d h ighly ant ic ipated m o t i o n 
p ic tu re , "Notorious". 

"No to r ious" beg ins wi th the 
in famous m u r d e r of C h r i s t o p h e r 
Wallace, o the rwise k n o w n as Biggie 
Smalls o r t he N o t o r i o u s B.I.G., o n 
Wi lsh i re Boulevard in 1997 at t he 
m e r e age of 24. 

By defying t he Eas t /West Coas t 
r ap w a r t o p r o m o t e his n e w a lbum, 
Smalls was g u n n e d d o w n in a s t o r m 
of bul le ts b y a d r ive-by shoo te r on ly 
six m o n t h s after Tupac Shakur was 
m u r d e r e d in Las Vegas, Nevada . 

The movie t h e n p roceeds to 
back t r ack t h r o u g h Smalls ' life, u n ­
til r each ing his ch i ldhood , wh ich 
is p layed by h i s ac tual son C h r i s t o ­
p h e r Jordan Wallace. 

F r o m d r u g dea l ing , to jail, to 
be ing a dad , t o b e c o m i n g a celeb­
rity, Smalls ' life was a cont rovers ia l 
l egend in t h e m a k i n g . 

Woola rd flawlessly dep ic ted t he 
char i smat ic a n d c h a r m i n g cha rac ­
teris t ics t ha t identif ied Smalls as 
o n e of t h e greates t r appe r s in h i s ­

tory. 

Alongs ide Woola rd were ac­

tors De rek Luke as Sean "Diddy" 

C o m b s , Angela Bassett as Voletta 

Wallace, A n t h o n y Mackie as Tupac 

Shakur , A n t o n i q u e Smi th as Faith 

Evans a n d Na tu r i N a u g h t o n as the 

i l lust r ious Lil' Kim. 

N a t u r i Naughton ' s represen ta ­

t ion of Lil' Kim was except ional ly 

d is t inc t . N a u g h t o n was very p r o ­

ficient in cap tu r ing t he pass iona te 

fury, s t r eng th a n d p a i n tha t m a n i ­

fested itself t h r o u g h h e r mus ic , 

m a k i n g he r o n e of t he greatest 

a longs ide the N o t o r i o u s B.I.G. 

l h e on ly flaw is th at Lil' Kim's 

re la t ionship wi th Smalls appea red 

t o b e on ly sexual a n d d id n o t 

d e m o n s t r a t e t he genu ine b o n d 

that t hey t ru ly shared . 

N o t o r i o u s is in tensely p r o ­

found a n d proves that n o detai l in 

a person 's life is too smal l to m a k e 

a difference. 

Eastwood feels lucky, punk 
Clint Eastwood proves 
why he's one of the 
greatest leading men 
in Hollywood with this 
exceptional offering. 

CHRISTOPHER DIERS 
Staff Writer 

christopher.diers@talonmarks.com 

These days, it s eems all of 
Hol lywood 's aging ac t ion stars are 
r e t u r n i n g t o t he t o u g h - g u y game , 
u l t imate ly wi th m i x e d results . 

In t he last two years , we've seen 
Sylvester Stal lone in the c o m p a s ­
s ionate , b u t u l t imate ly unbel iev­
able "Rocky Balboa" as well as the 
gra tu i tous ly b a d "Rambo." 

H a r r i s o n Ford b o m b e d in t he 
excrucia t ingly d i s appo in t ing " In­
d i a n a Jones a n d the K i n g d o m of 
t he Crys ta l Skull." 

Bruce Willis p re t ty m u c h went 
t h r o u g h the m o t i o n s w h e n h e re­
p r i sed his role as John M c C l a n e 
in the lifeless r ehash "Live Free or 
Die Hard," jus t to n a m e a few. 

W h i l e "Gran Tor ino" isn't a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of an es tabl ished 
Eas twood ac t ion franchise, I m u s t 
a d m i t tha t I was a bit skeptical 
w h e n I first saw the trailer. 

Desp i te m y init ial hes i tance , 
"Gran Tor ino" m o r e t h a n de­
fied m y expec ta t ions , complete ly 
ca tch ing m e off g u a r d and dispel­
l ing any of m y worr ies of a n o t h e r 
unrea l i s t ic ac t ion movie s t a r r ing 
an obviously incapable sen ior citi­
zen. 

Cl int Eas twood , in add i t ion to 
d i r ec t ing a n d p r o d u c i n g the film, 
plays Walt Kowalski , a h a r d e n e d 
Korean War ve teran . 

The first t en m i n u t e s effective­

ly i n t roduce us to t he charac ter ; his 

wife has recent ly passed away, h i s 

se l f -absorbed ch i ld ren a n d g r a n d ­

ch i ld ren v iew h i m as a s t u b b o r n old 

Co ld War relic, a n d his ne ighbor ­

h o o d ou t s ide of Det ro i t w h e r e h e 

n o w lives a lone has changed d ra s ­

tically in the decades s ince h e first 

set t led there , b e c o m i n g cul tura l ly 

diverse, bu t also impover i shed . 

H e spends h i s days af terward 

p a r k e d in h i s l awn chair o n h i s front 

po rch m u t t e r i n g racial slurs u n d e r 

his b rea th in regards to the H m o n g 

family tha t have m o v e d in next d o o r 

to h i m , m o w i n g h i s lawn, d r i n k i n g 

Pabst Blue Ribbon , and avoid ing 

family m e m b e r s a n d Father Janov-

ich, who's eu logy at h is wife's funer­

al was less t h a n impressive. 

This all changes o n e n igh t w h e n 

Thao, o n e of t he y o u n g m e n from 

the i m m i g r a n t family next door , 

b reaks in to his garage in an a t t empt 

t o steal h i s p r ized possess ion , a 1972 

G r a n Tor ino , after be ing p ressu red 

by his o lder cous in w h o is t he h e a d 

of a local s treet gang. 

After Wal t i n t e r rup t s t he at­

t e m p t e d theft, Thao flees t he scene 

caus ing t he gang to pay h i m a visit 

a few n igh ts later in r e t r ibu t ion for 

his failure. 

After t he ensu ing fight spills ou t 

o n t o Walt's p roper ty , h e t h r ea t ens 

the g a n g m e m b e r s wi th a sho tgun , 

tel l ing t h e m to get off of h is lawn. 

They comply, b u t n o t before 

p r o m i s i n g to r e t u r n . 

The Vang Lor family is e x t r e m e ­

ly grateful t o Walt af terwards, a n d 

t h e y pi le gifts a n d food o n t o his 

front p o r c h , t h o u g h h e still r e m a i n s 

standoffish. 

It isn't un t i l Sue, Thao's sister, 

bef r iends Walt a n d invites h i m in to 

the i r h o m e t h a t Walt begins to over­

c o m e his pre judices and b e c o m e 

fond of t h e family, t h o u g h h e w o u l d 

never a d m i t t o it. 

After Thao apologizes for t ry ing 

to steal t he G r a n Tor ino Walt pu t s 

h i m to w o r k a r o u n d t he ne ighbor ­

h o o d a n d beg ins , in his o w n o ld 

school way, to teach h i m h o w to b e 

a m a n . 

W h e n the g a n g r e t u r n s a n d v io ­

lent ly a t tacks t h e Vang Lor family, 

Walt dec ides to h a n d l e t he s i tuat ion 

o n c e a n d for all. 

Just as m y c o n c e p t i o n of wha t 

to expec t f rom this mov ie was c o m ­

pletely defied, so d o e s t he charac te r 

of Walt defy t he o d d s by slowly ( a nd 

painfully) p u t t i n g his deep - seeded 

b igo t ry t o t h e side. 

E a s t w o o d plays his charac te r ex­

cept iona l ly well, a n d by the e n d of 

t he mov ie I felt tha t I h a d reached 

an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of a charac te r 

w h o , o n t he surface, appears to b e a 

g rumpy , racist d r u n k . 

T h r o u g h masterful s torytel l ing, 

I found myself b e g i n n i n g to feel 

s y m p a t h y a n d affection towards 

Walt , w h o is init ially so unl ikeable 

at t imes tha t i t s comica l . 

"Gran Tor ino" is a s tory tha t 

is u n d e n i a b l y A m e r i c a n in b o t h a 

t i m e - h o n o r e d a n d m o d e r n way, re­

flecting in m a n y ways t he c lashing 

of genera t iona l a n d cu l tu ra l values . 

Ar r iv ing in thea te rs jus t in t i m e 

for awards season, I wouldn ' t b e sur­

p r i s ed in t he least if th i s p o i g n a n t 

film ea rns a few Oscar n o d s . 

Just in case any of you h a p p e n 

to b e D i r t y H a r r y fans, don ' t wor ry ; 

t h e r e are p l en ty of amaz ing one -

l iners a n d Eas twood ' s classic s tony 

snee r has lost n o n e of its p o t e n c y 

over the years . 

You're so close. 
Fortunately, S O a r e W e . 

Still accepting applications for spring and fall 2009. 
Finish your degree faster. At CSUDH. 
You've made it this far. N o w make your move t o CSUDH. 
Convenient ly located in the South Bay, CSUDH makes it easy t o 
transfer your credi ts, f ind your classes, and f inance your educa t ion . 
M o r e than a degree , you ' l l f inish w i th an excel lent educat ion f r o m 
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CSUDH is the smart choice for transfer students, with: 
Small classes taugh t by exper t faculty ded ica ted t o your success 
A f fo rdab le tu i t ion and f lex ib le f inancial a id 

-> A w ide select ion o f p rograms in h igh -demand f ields 
-> Access t o the classes you need so you can g raduate sooner 
-> Ease o f t ransferr ing credits you 've already earned 
~> Oppor tun i t i es for hands-on research 

So if you're ready to complete your education, we're ready 
to help. Call the CSUDH transfer hotline (877) 822-7834 or 
transfer@csudh.edu. 
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