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Waiting for classes: Students are waiting outside the dassrooms for their classes to start. More have been waiting outside classrooms because classrooms are now more full.

Cuts to classes are making it difficult for students

ScoTT WATKINS
Editor-in-Chief
editor@talonmarks.com

Many students might have found it difficult to
get the classes they needed this sentester and that
is because Cerritos College, in anticipation of state-
wide budget cuts, have cancelled approximately five
percent of the classes that were to be offered this

Students that were not able to get into the class-
es they needed have seen class sizes grow past the
number of seats available in the classroom,

“In some of my classes, there are more students
than seats,” business administration major, Jorge
Legunas said. “Some of the classes I really vanted I
found it more difficult to get into

Other students had a different experierce with
getting into the classes they need.

The reason for the cuts in classes is that this
semester Cerritos College will not be paid for
growth.

Vice President of Academic Affairs Marilyn
Brock explained that growth means that if Cerritos
grows past the allotted amount of students, then it
is not paid to educate those extra students.

Many of the students now feeling the crunch of
getting into classes may have waited to long to sign

semester.

ing President Bill Farmer.

That equals about 80 sections, according to Act-

Moreno said.

“t had no problems getting into my classes, up.
but classes are (more full) this semester,” Daniela

See BUDGETS CUTS Page 2

IFALCON gets ready to be unveiled to students

Daisy GARcIA
Stakf Writer
daisy.garcio@talonmarks.com

IFALCON, the new study
program at Cerritos College, is
set to launch in three weeks.

ASCC President Michael
Barrita said, “Everyone is excit-
ed to finally see the campaign
get implemented in the class-
rooms.”

Teachers will introduce new
studying habits that will hope-
fully help them succeed.

Barrita added, “Right be-
fore this semester began, about
50 teachers went to a meeting
where they were taught how to
teach these successful studying
habits.”

“Our goal is to help students
practice helpful study habits
and reach their goals by suc-
ceeding in every aspect inside
and outside of the ctassroom,’
he explained.

Construction on the pro-
gram commenced two years ago
due to a concept introduced by
Faculty Senate President Bryan
Reece.

“T noticed that strong stu-
dents had similar study habits,’
Reece explained.

He introduced the Habits
of the Mind campaign to the
faculty during the Fall 2008 se-
mester.

Faculty members, such as
English professor Frank Gaik,
welcomed the idea with open
arms.

“I think it’s a fantastic idea.
The students can really benefit
from it said Gaik.

The campaign has been
promoted throughout school
by posters, cards, activities, and
its catchy name, iFALCON.

The posters are similar
to those from the iPod cam-
paigns. :

With help of Barrita, Reece
was able to test different acro-
nyms to figure out which would
be more appealing.

“They were all so terrible,
I forgot most of them,” Reece
commented.

“There was no conlest, most
students chose iIFALCON,” Bar-
rita added.

Each letter of iFALCON

represents a detailed step that
students can use to their ad-
vantage to obtain success.

“FEA.L.C.ON stands for Fo-
cus, Advancing, and Linking
up, Comprehend, Organize,
and New Ideas,” Barrita ex-
plained.

Members of the student
government and facully are
sure the campaign will be a
success.

“I have 100 members of fac-
ulty that are teaching the cam-
paign. I am building toward
having 100 percent faculty par-
ticipating in it,” Reece said.

Since it will be the first year
that iIFALCON will be taught in
certain classes, teachers will be
free to experiment teaching the
campaign to students.

With aid from the iFAL-
CON Web site, teachers will be
allowed to show videos to their
students made by students par-
ticipating in the campaign,

The site also includes quiz-
zes and other tools used to
enhance the students’ compre-
hension of what the campaign
is really about.
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Summer
session
may be cut

ELieTH KOouLZONS
News Editor
news@talonmarks.com

The Budget and Planning Committee was forced to dis-
cuss the idea of cancelling one of the summer sessions last
Thursday.

Though it is still not clear whether or not a summer ses-
sion will be suspended, it is clear that more classes will need
to be cut.

Acting President Bill Farmer stated, “I would like for stu-
dents to understand that if a summer session is cancelled, the
cut would not be made by choice or preference, but because
of absolute necessity”

Based on current enrollment numbers, Cerritos Col-
lege will have met its enrollment target by the end of Spring
2009,

Therefore, any classes and courses offered after July 1, will
not be funded by the state and will need to be paid for by
Cerritos College. o e e,

“If we (Cerritos) offer any classes after July 1, they will’
need to be pald for by the collége. The money will come di-
rectly from us,” explained Farmer,

If the college decides to offer such classes or courses, the
state will not reimburse it for said classes.

Farmer added, “If the college spends the money in sum-
mer sessions, it will have less money to offer classes in the fu-
ture semesters such as Fall 2009 and perhaps Spring 2010

Classes will need to be cut somewhere anyway, Farmer
informed the committee,

That is why the option of cancelling a summer session is
being considered.

The school is considering cutting classes not only in a
short time period, but also in a period where the school wilt
not be reimbursed for the money it spends.

If such a decision is made, notifications will be posted
and announced to students so that they may plan ahead and
proceed to enrolling in the only summer session that will be
offered.

Maria Fontes, English major, felt overwhelmed that the
cancellation is even a possibitity. :

“I'm trying to finish my classes as soon as possible so I
was looking forward to the two summer sessions,” she said.
“I already stressed out over this semester’s classes now, I have
to plan to stress out for the summer classes.” '

See SUMMER SCHOOL Page 2

ASCC has

big plans
for spring

DANIELLE GARCIA
Staff Writer
danielle.garcia@talonmarks.com

The ASCC have begun to plan
for many renovations on campus
for this semester.

Two of ASCC President Mi-
chael Barrits’s main concerns are
beautifying the student center and
increasing scholarship opportuni-
ties for the students of Cerritos,

The ASCC plans to completely
refurnish the Student Center. Its
goal is to make it a suitable-looking
place for students to hang out and
study. : Co

Other plans the cabinet has that
it finds to be very important are
to- install maps and information
boards en campus to help students
find their way around the campus
and to fix water fountains around
campus.

DNIELA GuzMan/TM

iFALCON banner: Students walking out of the library where one (FALCON banner hangs. See PLANS Page 2
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More constructwn

BiLLy TURNER
Staff Writer
billy.turner@talonmarks.com

For the last nine years, there has
been construction going on and
around Cerritos College.

'The construction is now in its
last phase of infrastructure it has
taken some time but now is coming
to an end.

While digging of the school
ground was taking place, construc-
tion workers are puiting up new
high/low voltage lines, new chill
water lines and natural gas lines,
according to Dave Turner.

Robert Riffle, director of physi-
cal plant, said, “We're done with the
digging up of the inner campus and
should be starting the beautifica-
tion process. There will be sod put
in and the replanting of plants that
were dug up.”

In mere than 12 months, there
should be a the new classroom of-
fice complex built.

“It will hold techuology mate-
rials. Then there will be a physical
science division built also” Rifile
said.

While these buildings are being
built, parking lots will be one of the
many areas affected.

Clubs
raise

funds

CELIA LIRA
Staff Writer
celia.fira@talonmarks.com

'lhe Assocjated Students of Cer-
ritos College, with the lielpiof elubs
and faculty, w1ll be fundralsmg this

semester to provrde students with '

money for scholarships,

The ASCC is trying to provide a
means of financial aid to those stu-
dents that have been atfected by the
budget cuts.

ASCC President Michael Bar-
rita said, “We will be fundraising
throughout the semester to collect
money to offer to students hope-
fully by May 2609."

He said there are plenty of
members of the faculty and about
10 clubs that want to get involved.
Their goal is to have 10 to 15 clubs
helping out to raise $2,000 or
more.

Many fundraising events will be
occurring throughout this semester.
The funds will be raised by holding
car washes, concerts, and date auc-
tions among other events,

Some of the upcoming fund-
raising events will be car washes.

They will not be held on cam-
pus. Instead, they will be held at
businesses surrounding areas of
Cerritos College.

The car wash prices, so far, will
be:

«  $10 for faculty cars,
« $12 for faculty vans,
»  $5 for student cars and
+  $7 for student vans,

Nothing is definite at this time,
but the ASCC would like to start
with some activities to raise money
during the month of February.

There will be about two activi-
ties per month during the semes-
ter.

Commissioner of Student Qut-
reach, Oscar France, said, “lhe
earnings of the fundraising will be
available to any Cerritos College
student, regardless of their immi-
gration status”

A committee will be created to
decide what students will benefits
from these scholarship funds.

The process to award the funds
may be on an application basis
along with an essay written by the
student that would like to receive
bernefits.

Tickets for the car washes will
be sold in advance to guarantee
some money coming on the date of
the event.

Construction: The Fine Arts Building is one of the many sites at Cerritos that are undergoing construction.

Classes cut students

BUDGET CUTS : Continued From PAGE 1

“The students that sign up early
and for as many units as they can
will have no problems getting the
classes they need,” Brock said. “The
biggest impact will come to students
who wait until that last minute to
sign up for classes.

Another area that is being af-
fected by the budget crisis is Cost of
Living Allocation.

COLA is given to employees of

- Cerritos College based on the cost.

of living in the area,

There are no layoffs planned
right now at Cerritos College.

“Our goal is to keep everyone
working,” Brock said.

This might be only the begin-
ning of the cuts arcund Cerritos
College.

“Right now, all the cuts to col-
leges by the state have not been
approved, they are just proposed;,
Brock said. “We will not sce the

worst of these problems probably .

until next semester”

With the propoced statewide
budget cuts, Cerritos is not in any
danger and will contirué to pr0v1de
for all students that attend it.

“lhe biggest thing right now is
that nobody panics,” Brock said.
“Cerritos is doing a lct better than
most colleges in the area”

School out for summner
SUMMER SCHOOL : Continued From PAGE 1

David Marlinez, sociology ma-
jor, feels ditferently.

He stated, “1 would prefer for the
school to cut summer classes than
to cut classes in the Fall or Spring
where more students enroll. 1 think
they would be wise to do so”

Though the possibility is still be-
ing discussed, cancelling the second
summer session does look to be way

Dodge déal_ r?
Paid on the job training?

Cerritos

College

If 50, the College Automotive Program (CAP)] at
Cerritos College is looking for you!

Learn more about it:
Call 562.860-2451 x29/4
or email: raragon@cerritos.edu

Classes start October 19th!

to go in order to save money to pro-
vide more classes to stadents,

“It is not a sure thing yet,
Farmer clarified. “Tle possibility
is still being discussed. However, if
the school does decide to offer both
summer sessions, it will need to cut
even more classes and courses of-

fered in fulure semestérs.”
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New sign will arrive

ScoTT GARITE
Staff Writer
scott.garite@talontndarks.com

and students are able to get quick
information on what’s going on
around school”

He added, “This could be very
benelicial for new incoming stu-
dents. They wil] be able to find
new information for opportuni-
ties that the school offers that they
might not know about”

The sign is not quite finished
though.

In an effort to catch Cerritos
up to the 21st century, there have
been projects all around campus
to update the school, the new
ASCC marquee being one.

“It’s part of the campus trans-
formation,” explains ASCC Presi-
dent Michael Barrita.

The new ASCC marquee is
“located in a highly visible area"“
“nght in front of the student cen-

ter where Barrita says, “It’s right
in the middle of student traffic

getting a new ASCC sign to re-

bigger plan for that area,” he ex-
plains,

U

* Take q self-guided tour of online courses

National University Online Information Center

WESTFIELD WEST COVINA
2498 Plaza Drive

West Covina, CA 21790
426.939.1600

www.nu.edu

“We have already looked in 1o -

VERSITY

ONLINE INFORMATION CENTER

Take your education to the next level
with a leader in online education.

® Discover the online degrees and certificates available
* Speck with an advisor fo review your goals
* [earn about availoble financial aid options

Visit today and take the next step to higher-level learning.

plans
for
ASCC

PLANS : Continued
From PAGE 1’

The cabinet also discussed the
new Habits of Mind campaign.

ASCC Vice President Shola
Shodiya shared, “We have started
drilling for a garden (for the stu-
dent center)”

Though it is unsure when the
Student Center will be completely
finished, Barrita said the goal is for
it to be finished by the Spring ban-
quet awards,

“So far, everything looks like
it’s on schedule,” Barrita said. “The
facilities lost several hourly pay
workers though and I don't know
if or how that might affect ongoing
projects”

'The ASCC is also working with
several clubs to increase the funds
for scholarships opportunities.

Eight clubs have already agreed
to participate in car washes and
other fundraising activities to fund
these scholarships.

Their goal is to raise the funds
to about $3,000 to $5,000.

Another plan the ASCC has

~that it finds to be very important

is to install maps and information

boards on campus to help students

find their way around the campus.
Among these changes, fixing

~the water’ fountams is'another goal

) € Barrita has.
place the old one. It's part of the

Athlellcs is my main concern
(for the water fountains),” he add-
ed.
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Abraham Lincoln
March 4, 1865

Wirh malice
toward none, 4

with charity for all, with
Sfirmness in the right as
God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to fin-
ish the work we are in, to
bind up the nation's
wounds ...

By ROBERT 8. Bovn
McClatchy Newspapers

he inauguration of the first

black president will long be

remembered as 3 momentous
day in history, but many past inaugurals
also bave had their memorable
moinents,

Even Barack Obama’s arrival in the
nation’s capital aboard a special train
recalis his fellow Illinoisan Abraham
Lincoln’s similar {rain ride in 1861,
Lincola had to travel the last part of the
trip at night because of an assassination
threat in Baltimore.

Inaugurals are a mixture of pomp,
festival and gravity, the American
equivalent of a coronation. Their rituals
are laden with symbols of nationai pur-
pose, continuity and unity. For 220
years, they have marked 1he peaceful
transfer of power, a feat few vther
countries have achieved.

Presidents have tinkered with the
ceremony o rellect their personal style
and the state of the nation,

‘There’ve been lop hats and bare

" heads, cheers and boos along parade
routes, uniuly mobs in the White
House, pocts and preachers, brilliant
sunshine and bitter cold, glamorous
balls and (ragic circumstances

Almost always the day has featured
a solemn swearing in, an inaugural
address, one or mnore parades, plus par-
ties, receptions and fancy balls far into
the night.

The heart of the affair is the inau-
gural oath, first recited by George
Washington on the balcony of New
York City’s Federal Hall, the original
seat of government, on April 30, 1789.

“ The 35-word oath is prescribed in
the Constitution, but Washinglon added

- the phrase “'So help me God,” and

placed his left hand on a Bible hastily
borowed from a Masonic Lodge on

Wall Street. Most later presidents have

followed the founding father's prece-
dent.

Washington’s successor, John
Adams, took the oath in Philadelphia’s
Independence Hall. Thomas JelTerson
did it in the new Senate chamber in the
District of Columbia in 1801. James
Monroe moved the ceremony outside to
the east front of the Capitol in 1317.

It remained there until 1981, when
Ronald Reagan switched it to the
Capitol's west [tont as a giant stage
prop for his inauguration.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Sirm belief that the only
thing we huve to fear is
Sfear itself — nameless,
unreasoning, unjustified
terror which paralyzes
needed efforts ro convert
relreat info advance.”

OBAMA INAUGURATION ¥

March 4, 1933

So, first of all,
let me assert my

John F. Kennedy
Jan. 20, 1961

Ard so,

my fellow
Americans: Ask not what
Your country cen do for
you — ask what you cun
do for your country,”

s
‘-** ol

it

look.”

JiM,MY CARTER LiBRARY/NATIONAL ARCHIVES/MCT

President Jimmy Carter, center left, and wife Rosalynn walk down
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington during his 1977 inauguration,

. Syb-zero temperatures drove Reagan
inside the Capitol building in 1985 for
his second oath-taking and forced the
cancellaiion of his parade, disappoint-
ing 12,000 marchers, 66 floats and 57
bands.

Thomas Jeiferson and Andrew
Jackson showed their cominon touch
by eschewing carriages and walking up
to Capitol Hill to be sworn in. Jinuny
Carter delighted the crowd and horri-
lied the Secret Scrvice by leaving his
armored limousine after the swearing-
in, and strolling down Pennsylvania
Avenue with his wife and children to
the White House. Both Bushes and the
Clintons walked part of the way at their
inaugurals as well,

Until Benjamin Harrison’s 1889
inauguration, the parades usvally
moved up the hill to the Capitol. Since
then, they've flowed down the hill past
the White House reviewing stand.
Seme grander parades lasted well into
darkness.

After his 1829 parade, Andrew
Fackson openecd the White House to
thousands of his hungry and thirsty fol-
Iowers, who (racked in mud, broke
windows and wrecked furniture, After
Lincoln’s second inaugural in
1865, unruly guests stole silver
and draperies.

There've been awkward
moinents

bulween incoming and putgoing presi-
derts. Adams boycotted Jefferson’s
inaoguration in 1803, Ulysses Grant
refased o ride in the same carriage as
Asadrew Johason in 1869, Herbert
Hoover and ranklin D. Roosevelt
drove to the Capitol in chilly silence in
1933, '

Not ail inaugurals have been joyous
occasions. Andrew Johnson took the
oath in his boarding house the day afier
Lircoln’s dssassifiation in April 1865.
In 1901, Theodore Roosevelt was
swurtt in in Buffalo, N.Y., where

Ronald Regan
Jan. 20, 1981

We have every
right ro dream
heroic dreums. Those who
suy that we are in a lime
when there are no herves
Just don’t know where to

.
Geo
Jan. 20, 1989

A

of a saint: In crucial

things, diversity; in all
things, generosity.”

William McXinley had died earlier that
day.

A grim-Taced Lyndon Johnson was
sworn in aboard Air Force One on the
day John F. Kennedy was shot in
Dallas. Gerald Ford tock the oath in the
East Roout of the White House after
Richard Nixon resigned in 1974,

Ever since Washinglon, most presi-
deuts have launched their term with a
formal address, usvally calling for
national reconciliation and setting out
their vision for the future.

Washington and Adams gave their
inaugural speeches in person. Jefferson
and a century of his svccessors sent
theirs to Congress in wriling. Wilson
renewed the personal address in 1913.

Soine inaugural addresses have
etched lines in the national memory:

Thomas Jelferson; “We are all
Republicans, we are all Federalists.”

3 Abrahain Lincoln: “With malice
toward none, with charity for ali, (let
us) bind up the natien’s wounds.”

# Franklin Roosevelt: “The oaly
thing we have 1o fear is fear itself”

M John Kennedy: “Ask not what
your country can do for you — ask
what you can do for your country,”

Ml Gerald FFord “Our long national
nightmare is over.”

At Kennedy's snow-swept inaugural
in 1961, the glare of the sun and a suff
breeze kept Robert Frost from reading
a poem he had written for the oceasion.
Vice President Lyndon Johnson tried to
shade the lectern with his top hat, but
the 86-year-old poet protested “Tcan't
see in this light.” Instead, he recited
from memory one of his earlier poems,
“The Gift Qutright.”

William Heney Harrison's 1841
address — an hour and 40 minutes
long, delivered without hat or coaton a
cold, damp day — turned (ragic. The
68-year-old Harrison developed pneu-
monia and died a month later. His vice
president, John Tyler, was sworn in at
his hotel and never gave an inaugural
address.

The most receng inaugural, George
Bush’s second, was marred by scuftles
with angry protestors. Cries of “war-
monger” and “impeach Bush™ clashed
with chants of “USA” and “support our
troops' as 13,000 police and soldiers

stood guard. ‘
This year, Obama’s whistle-stop
train ride from Philadelphia to
Washington,

rge H.W. Bush

We must act on
what we know. [
take as my guide the hope

things, unity, in important

Wednesday, January 21, 2009 « www.talonmarks.com

Bill Clinton
Jan. 20, 1993

There is

i %l nothing wrong
with America that cannot
be cured by what is right
with America.”

naugural history

picking up Vice President-elect Joseph
Biden on the way, follows a long line
of wravels to the capital by incoming
presidents. George Washingon rode his
horse and carriage from his beloved
home at Mount Vernon to New York.
Lincoln whistle-stopped from
Springfield, the 1llinois capital where
Obama declared his candidacy Feb. 10,
2007.

To read the inaugural addresses of
former presidents: www.
homeofheroes.com/presidents/
inauguralfindex.html

President George W, Bush
defivers his 2005 inaugural
speech after taking the oath of
office during ceremonies on the
west front of the U.S. Capitol in
Washington.

MET POOL PHOTOGRAPH BY WIN MGNAMEES
GETTY IMAGES
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Softball looks to defend t

tle Ata
Glance

This Week

Rick Gomez
Sports Editor
sports@talonmarks.com

9 Sprin

Rick GomEeZ
Sports Editor
sports@talonmarks.com

3

Men’
S “It's always about winning state’
t ]

head coach Alvin Kim said.
Even with arguably the best teams

in the state being in the same division,
Kim is not ready to sell his team short.

The South Coast Conference went
under a restructure resulting in three of
the top five teams competing against Lhe
Cerritos College men's tennis team.

“Winning conference will be
challenge,” Kim said.

The Falcons will have all key re-
turners with an addition to incom-
ing frestunan, Tinm Lee, who will be
added to the top starting line-up.

“(Lee) gives us more depth,” Kim said.

Also returning is doubles team, Doug Ed-
wards and Jason Wall.

The duo finished second in state after reaching "
the state championship match for the first time in
school history.

Espectations will be high for the Cerritos College softball
team as they enter the 2009 season with a state championship title

g Previe

Wednesday
Basketball
Women vs, El Camino 5:30 p.m.
Men vs. El Camino 7:30 p.m.

to defend.

The PFalcons were crowned 2008
state champions for the 2nd time
in Cerritos College softball his-
tory after defeating Mt. SAC
5-1in the final.

The Falcons will
" have only three re-
{urning players from
last year’s champion-

Friday
Basketball
Women vs. LBCC 5:30 p.m.
Men’s vs. LBCC 7:30 pm

Next Week

- ship team including Tuesday
- starting centerfield- Fennis
. er, Jennifer Salas. Women vs. Fullerton 2 p.m,
This  year the Men @ Cypress 2pm
Falcons will rely on
a promising core of Baschalt
" incoming  freshmen, @ Golden West 2pm
.- which includes Catcher
‘Samantha Vaaulu and Pitch- Softball
er Lauren Castrellon. vs. Santa Barbara City 3pm
“We have a very talented group
of freshmen” head coach Kodee Murray Wednesday
said. Basketball
“I think it is going to be a journey and I know Women @ Compton 5:30 p.m.
they will make mistakes this season because they are Men @ Compton 7 p.m.
freshmen.” Murray added.
With a state title to defend, Murray believes it brings more Thu rsday
* excitement to the dugout. Tennjs
“I dort think there is any pressure, they want to make a Men vs Glendale 2 p.m.
name for themselves this year” Women @ Rio Hondo 2 p.im,
Friday
Track & Field

@ Northern Arizona University

Softball
vs Ventura 9 a.m.
vs Santa Ana 11 am.

Baseball
vs Glendale 2 p.m.

.
o . i ;. R S ‘1, : 5 !ﬁ
e - s . . Basketball
Women vs LA Harbor 5:30 p.m
Men vs LA Harbor 7:30 p.m.

Saturday
Track & Field
Top: Catcher Samantha Vaaulu swings @ Northern Arizona University
for the fences during batting practice.
Coach Murray believes she will have a

big impact this season.

Softball
vs. Imperial Valley 11 a.m.

Baseball
vs, Rio Hondo 12 p.m.

Middle: Nik Bote hits the ball to dur-
ing practice.

Sunday
Baseball
vs College of the Canyons 11 a.m.

Results
Last Wednesday

Basketball
Women vs. Mt. SACL 63-73
Men vs. Mt. SAC L 67-74

Bottom: Emerson Mendoza swims
down using the breastroke technique.

P11OTOS TAKEN BY
Rick GoMmEz, DANIELA GUZMAN
AND MARIA MORALES/TM

Last Friday
Basketball
Women vs. LA Southwest L 61-66
Men vs. LA Southwest W 68-64

Men's swimming three headed monster ready for season

ELIETH KouLzoNs
News Editor

peints at swim meets, Abing said the speed of this in-

coming freshman will outstandingly help the

news@talonmarks.com

team throughout the season. He

i . , Freshinan Maithew Mendoza

Returner Loui Espinoza hopes to lead the men's . .

) . . hopes that he too will help the swim

swim team of Cerritos College to the state champion-
o ' teamn reach state.

ship this season. .

) e Tknow I can help my team
Espinoza said, “As a returner, I feel 1 could not only )
reach the state champion-
set an example for the new members of the team, but [ e

. S Y ships,” Mendoza con-

could also help them in a competitive aspect. ¢ d
. essed,
Because he, along with a few other returners, are

on the men’s water pelo team, he feels they have a
major advantage over the freshman.

“Most of us returning are on the water polo
team,” he admitted, “So we pretty much know what’s
it’s like to be competing at a college level, unlike the
new members where they've only competed at a club
or high school level”

Head coach Joe Abing believes freshman Berner
Figueroa will be one of the swimmers who will take
on a major role in contributing to the team.

“It’s just going to take a lot of dedication and prac-

Because speed is definitely a factor in obtaining

ce! : this season, Abing believes it is still a good group of

He will also try to break the Cerritos College re-
cord for fastest freestyle swim,

might be fast, but I'm faster.
I want to break the record

‘Though there are very few swimmers on the team

guys,

“It’s a pretty good size group. Plus (the team) has
bragged, “{Espinoza) Espinoza who is its fastest breaststroker, Mendoza its
fastest long distance swimmer, and Figueroa who is
the faster incoming freshman. So I definitely think
and prove to people that  they have the potential to make it to state,” he said,
a fat guy could still Not only that, but it also has two new divers that
swim fast.” could possibly earn it critical points in competitions.
Speed and endurance will be two major require-
ments that will enable this team to succeed.

Abing added, "These guys will have to work on
their speed and endurance if they want to have a
good season, I to0 get in the pool and swim with
them sometimes. So I'll be getting in shape at the
same time they are”

Despite the fact that there are only a few mem-
bers on the team, Espinoza believes they have the
potential, skills, and ability to make this a success-
ful season,

“We have everything it takes to make it to

state,” he said, “Everyone on the team just needs to

come to practice and take this season seriously”
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Basketball: Guard Gregory Preer dribbles the ball between three Mounties defenders and prepares to shoot ind deliver one of the key points to end a losing streak and ensure a victory.

Close victory

TaLYA RICHARDSON
Staff Writer
talyarichardson@talonmarks.com

After a rough month, the
Cerritos College men's bas-
ketball team came away witha
victory at Los Angeles South-
west College in its first South
Coast™ Coiferénce game on
Friday, 68-64, to snap a sev-
en-game losing streak.

Forward Marcellus Jack-
son led the way with a team
high, 18 points and 20 re-
bounds.

The Falcons led by as
much as 11 but the Cougars
were not going down without
afight.

The Falcons saw its lead
drop to one, 60-59, with over
two minutes remaining.

Clutch free throws late in

the game secured the Falcons
the win.

Prior to Friday’s victory,
problems continued for the
Falcons as it dropped its sev-
enth in a row to rival Mt. San
Antonio, 74-67, last Wednes-
day at the Aviary in Cernlos
College.

Falcons guard Gregory
Peer’s team high 18 points
and 10 rebounds were shad-
owed by Mounties guard Aar-
ron Chamberlin’s 26 points,
20 of which came in the sec-
ond half.

‘the Faleons got off to a
quick start leading 13-7 in the
first half and kept it close go-
ing into halftime only trailing
33-29,

“lhe team started off
strong with (its) adrenaline
pumping at the beginning of

each quarter,” said head coach
Jesse Teplitzy.

With a little more than
seven minutes left in the
game, the Falcons took a 58-
53 lead.

The small lead soon van-
ished as the Mounties went
on 2'13-0 run, led by Cham-
berlin, scoring nine of the 13
in a span of five minutes.

The Mounties' aggressive
play in the paint sent them to
the free throw line, convert-
ing 17 of the 26 attempts.

The Falcons will look to
have back-lto-back wins as
they host El Camino tonight
at 7:30 p.m,

ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY
Rick GoMEZ
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Falcons fall
short by 10
to Mounties

MicHAEL GONZALEZ
Staff Writer
michael.gonzalez@talonmarks.com

‘The game was close, but the Cerritos womer's bas-
ketball team fell short on Wednesday, losing 73-63.

Tt was certainly a test for the Falcons as they were
going up against Mt. SAC {19-2},

In a South Coast Conference crossover game the
Falcons were certainly ready to show what they got.

‘The game was pretty much an inside dominance
for Cerritos as 16 of its 24 points came from inside
the paint.

Much of the points came from fast break or put
backs from misses or offensive rebounds,

Fourteen points were scored through 16 min-
utes in the paint up until forward Rachel Butler hit a
jumper from the left wing.

A key play in the first half was when guard Male-
ta Daughtery drove strong to the basket getting the
score and the foul.

Diving for balls and playing good defense helped
the Falcons finish the half on a 7-0 run and lead 24-22
at halftime,

Daughtery saw the second half as a “Good Effort”
as they went in the second half with the lead.

Although, the second half momentum seemed to
be on the side of Mt. SAC as it scored 51 points and
held Cerritos to 39 points.

The majority of the half was each team going at one
another, scoring right after the other team would.

Tt was more of a loose type play of basketball from
both teams as more shots from outside were taken
and turnovers, more on Cerritos behalf,

A crucial 7-1 run from the Mounties seemed to
put away the Falcons from the field and the free throw
line.

Throughout the game the Mounties were 23 of 33
from the line, while Cerritos were a subpar 2 of 10,

Even with the last minute shooting spree from
guard Daughtery, it was not enough to get around Mt.
SAC, losing 73-63.

Daughtery was the leading scorer in the game with
21 points which also came with five three-pointers.

Even with the outcome of the game Butler, said
about her team, “We played really well as a unit”

When asked how she saw the seascn so far she
said, “We've gi‘own a lot so far and we got a good
group of girls

Despite losmg, head coach Karen Williver sald
“I'm proud of the team, (it) played hard.”

ScorTt WATKINS/TM
Women's basketball; Guard Maleta Daughtery dribbles
upcourt during the women's basketball teams loss to Mt.
SAC last Wednesday.

Artiaga, Villegas win national, regional soccer awards

Artiaga named Far West Re-
gion Coach of the Year

and finished the sea-
son ranked No. 2 in the

RicK GOMEZ
Sports Editor
sports@talonmarks.com

e country.

For the second time
in four years, Benny Ar-
tiaga was named Far West
Region Coach of the Year
after leading
the Cerritos
College men’s
soccer team
to its second
state  cham-
pionship in
three years,

The Falcons defeat-

. f . N
ed rival Mt. San Anto. of the first time since

nio College in the state
championship final 1-0

2

Artiaga received the
same award (wo years
ago as well as the Na-
tional Coach of the Year

2004 when they were
co-champions with Pasa-
dena City College.

award when the
team won its
first state title in
school history.
Artiaga also
led the Falcons
to a South Coast
Conference
championship

e
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Scorr Warxans/TM

Spinning away: Forward Corina Villegas : plits two Santa Rosa defenders on her way to scoring for the state title,

Villegas celebrates National
Player of the Year award

Rick GoMEZ Player of the Year and
sports Editor was also naned Athlete
sports@talonmarks.com

- of the Month for Decem-

Midfielder Corina ber.

Villegas was celebrating The sophomore Ville-

the state championship gas earned first team All
American honors.
Fle -

gas racked up

MVP award after scoring
three goals in
the champi-
onship game 21 goals and
to lead the

women’s soc-

marked a single
season  school

cer team to ils record of 18 as-

back-to-back
title, but the
celebration didn't end

S, mko sists.
She also tal-
lied seven goals

there in the stale champion-

On Dec. 18, Villegas ship tournament, scoring

was awarded National 0 all five of the team's

postseason games.
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classes in order to cope with these harsh economic times,
Classes have been cut by five percent for this semester with the possibil-

ity of more cuts to come.

With the vast majority of problems resulting from the crippling econ-
omy for many college students, getting into classes and graduating from

college should not be one of them.

Many people go back to college during times like these; especially to

3udget cu

With the country in an economic meltdown, Cerritos College is cutting

community college in order to learn a trade and have better jobs opportu-
nites to be able to overcome the hard economic times.

In these times, more money should be put into education and not taken
away from it.

In the 1940s, the government came up with the GI bill and that gave
people that served in the military an opportunity to get an education and
ensure that future generations would have opportunities to fulfill their
learning potential.

Why is this hmportant, you ask?

The last time the future economy seemed as bleak as it does today was
in the 1930s during the great depression.

Back then, the government understood that it was important, especially
during hard economic times, to invest in education,

It understood that being more proactive in educating its citizens was
going to help, maybe not right away, but in the long run for the economic

stability of this country.

Now with people uncertain about their futures, the government has de-
cided that it needs to cut spending in education.

[t makes no sense whatsoever. 'The one thing that can overcome an eco-
nomic dewnturn is an educated sociely. By cutting funding on education,
the government is depriving its citizens the possibility of even having one.

Communily colleges are the stepping stone for most of America’s mid-
dle class to get an education and now it is harder to get classes that will

ensure that future,

Instead of cutting education, this country should be putting more mon-
ey into education to reap the rewards, maybe not right away, of that of a

stronger, more educated work force that is ready for the future.

MCT

Most Popular

Read stories online

Should Juvenile Offend-
ers Be Tried As Adults?
PRO-Minors or not, no
excuse for murder

Preachers again on cam-
pus

Most Commented

Share your comments online

* Summer session may be
cut

* Court Reporting Club
rep. wins Homecomin
Queen for third straight
year oo

» Jaywalking dangerous or

protected?
Guest Editorials

Read these opinions from other
college papers at talonmarks.com

ST o R

-, BT T M A P S R TR I T

S

pra

T T it SR

R 2 T 5 e e, 4 el o TR AR T,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. They may be submitted both online and in person. L1 all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered for publication, either
online or in print, Campus-related issues are given priority. Letters may be cdited for length, chough online versions fend fo include full confent, as long as if is not libelous or in poor taste, You may
deliver letfers to FA 42 or contact the editor by e-mail at editor@talonmarks.com,

e R IR R s ey

Comics are not just for kids anymore

Ghost World, 30 Days of Night and
Wanted have something in common, other
than being rated-R movies.

They are based on comic books.

Comic books aren't just for kids anymore
like they were in the ‘60s.

In fact, they are becoming almost the op-
posite.

# " Every medium goes through changes.

The comic book has gone through chang-
es to the point where some have ratings now,
not unlike ratings used in movies, TV shows
and video games.

Why would comics have ratings if they
were all for kids?

Making a general statement that comic
books are immature and childish is like
making that same statement about cartoon
shows.

And saying that cartoons are childish
would mean that South Park and Family Guy

are for kids.
Comics aren't just about Spider-Man
stopping Dr. Octopus from robbing a bank

anymore.

They're about more mature issues for
more mature azdiences.

In a mini-series called “Daredevil: Re-
demption,” the lawyer Matt Murdock was
defending a man that was being accused of
murdering and mutilating a young boy,

Many parents wouldn't allow their chil-
dren to read a story {with detailed artwork)
like that.

Another storyline, involving your {riend-

TaLon MaRks isa
First Amendment publication.

Editorials express the views of the
Executive Editorial Board. Other
opinions express the view of the

author and are not ta be

considered opinions of the publi-
cation's staff, the Editorial Board,

the adviscrs, the Cerritos College
Associated Students, the college
administration or the Board of

Trustees.

Production and printing of TALON
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Associated Students of Cerritos
College.

Facilities and academi¢ supervision
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located in the Fine Arts Building,
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ly neighborhood Spider-Man, featured a
sniper who tried to kill Peter Parker. He and
Mary Jane managed to get out of the way, but
ike bullet hit Aunt May. )

Spider-Man decides that he wants re-
vinge in the worst way possible, by reviving
ke black suit.

Spider-Man has always been about stop-
ping the bad guy, but this: story was more
about cold-hearted revenge than seeking
justice,

Some characters, such as Spawn, have
their origins come from very dark stories,

Spawn is a deceased special agent that
agreed to become a hellspawn in order to see
his wife again.

Not only are there contic book storylines
that are too mature for younger audiences,
tkere are stories that children may simply
net find interesting.

In recent Marvel conics, the government

What interesting thing did you do over winterbreak? =~

issued a registration act after a crowded
school was accidently blown up by an ama-
teur superhero.

The story continued with the Marvel uni-
verse split on different sides, those support-
ing and those against the registration act,

This isn't exactly too mature for kids, but
it’'s a story that a lot of kids won't care for or
have the attention span for.

‘There are comic books for everybody.
Little kids have the Disney cartoon comics
and “Marvel Adventures” 'the regular super-
hero series are more {or the teens and adults;
there are even pornographic comic books.

Just like movies, television, books and
other mediums, comic books aren't centered
toward one age group.

‘The way comics are today, just about any-
one can find one that interests him or her.
Not all of them are about superheroes.
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Arts Editor
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The Masked Villains are plaguing
Cerritos College with a disease of
nonconformity and chaos through
their punk rock music and rebeltious
attitude,

Bubba Villain, drummer, and
Dimy Villain, lead guitar, currently
attend Cerritos.

The Masked Villains began in
2004 with only three members and
are now clawing their way up to local
stardoit with two additional mem-
bers and an increasing loyal group
of fans,

The first official B.P. consists of 6
songs and is set to debut Feb. 13.

QXA

Talon Marks: What was the inspi-
ration for ihe name The Masked
Yillains?

Bubba Villain: We didn't want to be
like a hero band.

Adam Villain: Al these people who
are supposed to be our heroes, they
f***en lie. Yeah, we may supposedly
be the “bad guys” or whatever, but
we actually do a lot of good things.
Like right now we're looking into
doing things for charities, and yet
we're tabeled delinquents. So if
they're going to call us villains then
we're going to act like villains.

TM: How many in total are there in
the band?

ILLALINS

P1o10 COURTESY OF THE

AV: Gizmo Villain bass, Scum Vil-
fain guitar, Dimy Villain lead gui-
tar, Adam Villain lezd singer, Bub-
ba Villain drums.

TM: What kind of music do you
play?

AV: We play a litile bit of every-
thing. We iry not to label anything
too much,

BV: Mostly we're just a punk rock
band.

TM: Where do you mostly play?
BV: We started of arcund 2006
playing backyard shows in Wilm-
ington, By 2007 we had a lot of
shows in East LA, Compton, South
Central, Los Angeles, ete,

AV: Actually, our first show was in
Rio Alto. It was a horrible show.

BV: Our second show, also in 05,
wis fun and exciting and horrible
at the same time. [t was like a battle
of the bands at the showcase the-
atre like three months before it
closed down.
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TM: Do you think that you've got-
ten better since then?

AVY: We've definitely gotten better.
We couldn’t get any worse,

BV: If it wasi't for the band Drunk-
en Society we would serjously be at
least a year or two behind of where
we are right now. They forced us to
play our very first show.

AYV: Drunken Society, Oi Gang-
sters, Worst Enemy, Chaotix, all
the Long Beach and Wilmington
bands really helped pull us out of
the garage.

TM: Are you planning on record-
ing anytime soon?

AV: We actually have our E.P. com-
ing out on Feb. 13. It is our first
actual, professional, self-titled E.P.
and can be picked up at Headline
Records, Dr. Strange Records, Tn-
terpunk, or at any of the Masked
Villain shows.

BV: All of the songs on the E.P. we
made drunk.

AV: We used to have this little play-
school recorder thing and we used
to record on that,

TM: When are your upcoming
shows?

AV: Qur nearest show is on Feb. 6 in
South Central,

BV: On March 20th we are opening
for The Adicts at the Key Club in
West Hollywood.

TM: Do you make any money off
of it?

BV: Nope...Well on occasion maybe
like 50 bucks but we usually spend
it on the same night.

AV: Usually they'll pay us in beer,
which T think is really nice, ‘cause
theyre culting out the middle man,
‘cause that saves us the trouble of
having to go out and buy beer.

TM: Any final thoughts?

BV: We're a pretly hard working
band. lis been 5 years and we've suf-
fered a lot. Got screwed over many
times. We've gained so much and

lost a lot. A lot of hard work has
been put into this band. We've lost
jobs and education over it.

AV: I've sacrificed a s**t load be-
cause I found my music more im-
portant. ' o

BV: But it all works out for the
best.

TM: Who are your influences?
« The Business,

» Cock Sparrer,

+  Cockney Rejects,

»  Major Accident,

» The Adicts,

+ Alice Cooper, b
« Poison,

»  Motley Crue,

«  KISS,

« B.B King,

» Ray Charles,

« GG Allin,

+ The Temptations,

»  The Masked Villains,
. SeX,

+ more sex and
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“We can't change the world un-
less we change ourselves,” is the
enigmatic remaining phrase ut-
tered by Biggie Smalls, performed
by Jamal Woolard, in the enthrall-
ing and highly anticipated motion
picture, “Notorious”.

“Notorious”™ begins with the
infamous murder of Christopher
Wallace, otherwise known as Biggie
Smalls or the Notorious B.I.G., on
Wilshire Boulevard in 1997 at the
mere age of 24.

By defying the East/West Coast
rap war to promote his new album,
Smalls was gunned down in a storm
of bullets by a drive-by shooter only
six months after Tupac Shakur was
murdered in Las Vegas, Nevada.

The movie then proceeds to
backtrack through Smalls’ life, un-
til reaching his childhood, which
is played by his actual son Christo-
pher Jordan Wallace.

From drug dealing, to jail, to
being a dad, to becoming a celeb-
rity, Smalls’ life was a controversial
legend in the making.

Woolard flawlessly depicted the
charismatic and charming charac-
teristics that identified Smalls as
one of the greatest rappers in his-

tory.

Alongside Woolard were ac-
tors Derek Luke as Sean “Diddy”
Combs, Angela Bassett as Voletta
Wallace, Anthony Mackie as Tupac
Shakur, Antonique Smith as Faith
Evans and Naturi Naughton as the
illustrious Lil’ Kim.

Naturi Naughtons representa-
tion of LiI' Kim was exceptionally
distinct. Naughton was very pro-
ficient in capturing the passionate
fury, strength and pain that mani-

fested itself through her music,

making her one of the greatest
alongside the Notorious B.I.G.

The only tlaw is that Lif’ Kim’s
relationship with Smails appeared
1o be only sexual and did not
demonstrate the genuine bond
that they truly shared.

Notorious is intensely pro-
found and proves that no detail in
a personss life is too sirall to make
a difference.

Eastwood feels lucky, punk

Clint Eastwood proves
why he’s one of the
greatest leading men
in Hollywood with this
exceptional offering.

CHRISTOPHER DIERS
Staff Writer
christopher. diers@z‘q!onmarks.com

These days, it scems all of
Hollywood's aging action stars are
returning to the tough-guy game,
ultimately with mixed results.

In the last two years, we've seen
Sylvester Stallone in the compas-
sionate, but ultimately unbeliev-
able “Rocky Balboa” as well as the
gratuitously bad “Rambo.”

Harrison Ford bombed in the
excruciatingly disappointing “In-
diana Jones and the Kingdom of
the Crystal Skull”

Bruce Willis pretty much went
through the motions when he re-
prised his role as John McClane
in the lifeless rehash “Live Free or
Die Hard,” just to name a few.

While “Gran Torino” isn’t a
continuation of an established
Eastwood action franchise, I must
admit that T was a bit skeptical
when I first saw the trailer.

Despite my initial hesitance,
“Gran Torino” more than de-
fied my expectations, completely
catching me off grard and dispel-
ling any of my worries of another
unrealistic action movie starring
an obviously incapable senjor citi-
zen.

Clint Eastwood, in addition to
directing and producing the film,
plays Walt Kowalski, 2 hardened
Korean War veteran.

The first ten minutes effective-

ly introduce us to the character; his
wife has recently passed away, his
self-absorbed children and grand-
children view him as a stubborn old
Cold War relic, and his neighbor-
hood cutside of Detroit where he
now lives alone has changed dras-
tically in the decades since he first
settled there, becoming culturally
diverse, but also impoverished.

He spends his days afterward
parked in his lawn chair on his front
porch muttering racial slurs under
his breath in regards to the Hmong
family that have moved in next door
to him, mowing his lawn, drinking
Pabst Blue Ribbon, and aveiding
family members and Father Janov-
ich, who's eulogy at his wife’s funer-
al was less than impressive,

This all changes one night when
Thao, one of the young men from
the immigrant family next door,
breaks into his garage in an attempt
to steal his prized possession, a 1972
Gran Torino, after being pressured
by his older cousin who is the head
of a local street gang.

After Walt interrupts the at-
tempted theft, Thao flces the scene
causing the gang to pay him a visit
a few nights later in retribution for
his failure,

After the ensuing fight spills out
onto Walt’s property, he threatens
the gang members with a shotgun,
telling them to get off of his lawn.

They comply, but not before
promising to return.

‘lhe Vang Lor familyris extreme-

ly grateful to Walt afterwards, and
they pile gifts and food onto his
front porch, though he still remains
standoffish. g

It isn't until Sue, Thao's sister,
befriends Walt and invites him into

' theu‘ home that Wa,lt begms to overs

come his prejudlces and becomq
fond of the family, thou gh he would
never admit to it.

After Thao apologizes for trying

to steal the Gran Torino Walt puts
him to work around the neighbor-
hood and begins, in his own old
school way, to teach him how to be
a man. :
When the gang returns and vio-
lently attacks the Vang Lor family,
Walt decides to handle the situation
once and for all.

Just as my conception of what
to expect from this movie was com-
pletely defied, so does the character
of Walt defy the odds by slowly (and
painfully) putting his deep-seeded
bigotry to the side.

Eastwood plays his character ex-
ceptionally well, and by the end of
the movie I felt that I had reached
an understanding of a character
who, on the surface, appears to be a
grumpy, racist drunk.

Through masterful storytelling,
[ found myself beginning to feel
sympathy and affection towards
Walt, who is initially so unlikeable
at times that it's comical. .

“Gran Torino” is- a story that
is undeniably American in both a
time-honored and modern way, re-
flecting in many ways the clashing
of generational and cultural values.

Arriving in theaters just in time
for awards season, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised in the least if this poignant
film earns a few Oscar nods.

Just in case any of you happen
to be Dirty Harry fans, don't worry;
there are plenty of amazing one-
liners and Eastwood’s classic stony
sneer has lost none of it potency
over the years.
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-» Opportunities for hands-on research
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1000 E. Victoria Street * Carson, California ¢0747

Still accepting applications for spring and fall )009
Finish your degree faster. At CSUDH. |

You've made it this far. Now make your move to CSUDH.
Conveniently located in the South Bay, CSUDH makes it easﬁf to
transfer your credits, find your classes, and finance your education.
More than a degree, you'll finish with an excellent education from
a university recognized for its academic strength.

CSUDH is the smart choice for transfer students, with:

— Small classes taught by expert faculty dedicated to your succaess
Affordable tuition and flexible financial aid

-+ A wide selection of programs in high-demand fields

— Access to the classes you need so you can graduate sooner

— Ease of transferring credits you've already earned

So if you're ready to complete your education, we're ready
to help. Call the CSUDH transfer hotline (8]7) 822- 78"’ }or
transfer@csudh.edu.
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