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Board 
deals 
with 
HaOaREi 

STEVEN MARTIN 
Ed/tor-in-CWef 

editor@talonmarks.com 

Members of the community 
filled the Board room last Wednes
day to petition the Board to make 
Project H.O.P.E. part of the cur
riculum at the Board meeting last 
Wednesday. 

Also, Deborah msmmmmmtum 
Shelpley, of tBP 
architecture, gave 
an update of the 
Campus Imple
mentation pro
gram. 

During the 
public forum ses
sion of the meet
ing, current and 
former members 
of Project H.O.P.E. 
along with their 
parents, teachers 
and staff mem
bers spoke to the 
Board, asking it to 
make the program 
part of the school's 
curriculum. 

R o s e m a r i e 
Medina, music 
department clerk, H H u a m 
was the first per
son to speak in the 
open forum. 

"I find it puzzling that a program 
as successful as Project H.O.P.E. has 
yet to be institutionalized," Rose-
marie Medina, music department 
clerk, said to the Board. 

"Why isn't it being supported 
for more than one year? It can't be 
because of funding. There are re 

"Others Have 
come and 

voiced their 
concerns 
about tfte 

program. 
'But they 

weren't taken 
seriousfy 

untiinow." 
- 'ASCC Vice 

Tresident 
•Michad 
Barrita 

See B o a r d page 2 

ASHAKA MATHEWS/TM 
H o l y d a y : Members of the Muslim Student Association thank the audience for celebrating Ramadan with them during the celebration, which took place last Thursday in the Student Center. 

Muslim students celebrate Ramadan 
FLOR D E LA SANTOS 

Staff Writer 
fdelasantos7@talonmarks.com 

Students who practice the religion of Islam 
celebrated one of their most holy festivities of 
the year, Ramadan, in the Student Center last 
Thursday. 

The Muslim Student Association sponsored 
the event and brought two guests speakers who 
are currently enrolled at UC Irvine and they 
explained what Ramadan means. 

Robin Mahmud, economics major, opened 
up with a prayer in Arabic and then translated 
it to English. 

Ramadan is the name of the ninth month of 
the Islamic calendar. 

It's a month were Muslims fast for 29 days 
and are encouraged to read the entire Qur'an. 

It is also believed the Qur'an was revealed. 
Mahmud described the word Islam as sub

mission to God to surrender and to be obedi

ent to him. 
During the fasting period there is no con

sumption of food or liquid. If it's taken without 
being dware , then that is excusable. 

There are many things that are prohibited, 
including food, smoking, foul language and 
sexual intercourse with their spouses. 

Muslims get up before dawn to eat and per
form their prayer. They usually bow down and 
pray five times a day. The fast is over for that 
day when the fourth prayer of the day is due. 

Aslam Abbas, biochemistry major, said, 
"When we pray, we go all the way to the floor, 
indicating that we are nothing without the 
Most High." 

Abbas said Muslim is a universal religion 
and the one who started this religion was God 
and the ones who follow were Noah, Jesus, 
Abraham, Mohammed, and many others men
tioned in the Qur'an. 

He also explained that a lot of people think 

that Mohammed was the founder of this reli
gion but he wasn't he was just a faithful servant 
and the one who was the most respected and 
trustworthy in the city of Mecca. 

When the Ramadan is over, they celebrate 
by giving presents to children and pay their 
fees and that money goes to a poor family. 

For example, someone who lives in Orange 
county and has a family of four would be pay
ing around $50 to who ever is in need. 

Syntia Hadiningtias, geology major and 
President of the MSA, said, "We had some 
problems and couldn't present the PowerPoint 
that we had, but the guest speakers did a won
derful job in explaining the Ramadan and it 
worked out great. 

After the guest speaker, Hadiningtias had a 
fashion showof how Muslim women dress for 
different occasions. 

A DAY IN RAMADAN 
• Wake up/Say Duaa for Make * 

Wudhu/Pray Tahajjud 
• Prepare/Eat Suhoor : 
• Pray Salatul Fajr s 

• Brief Ramadan family meet- t 

• Learning activities, such as • 
T'J Ramadan 

• Pray Dhuhr/kmch P r a y : 

• Read Qur'an or Ramadan- | 
related articles ) 

. Iftar I 
• Pray Salatul "> 
. Eat dinner \ 
• Clean up * 
• Pray Isha J 
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ASHAKA MATHEWS/TM 
W o r k i n g h a r d : Itzygueri Florez and Robby Florez, members of the 
Child Development Club, begin to build the club's float for the home
coming parade. The theme of its float is called "Animal Crackers". 

Scholarship opportunities 
presented at Cabinet meeting 

SHOWNADI GARNER 
StaffWriter 

sgarner7@talonmarks.com 

Holly Bogdanovich, director 

of Student Activities, announced 

that an outside corporation AXA 

Achievement has offered schol

arships during Monday's ASCC 

Cabinet meeting. 

Also, ASCC President Jason 

Macias announced plans to in

form students about the Master 

Plan document. 

AXA Achievement provides 

resources that help make college 

possible. 

AXA is giving out 10 $25,000 

national winners and 42 $10,000 

state winners scholarships. 

To qualify, you mush demon

strate: 

• Ambition and drive, 
• Determination to set and 

reach goals, 
• Respect for self, family and 

community, 
• The ability to succeed in col

lege. 

The deadline for applications 

for the AXA Achievement Schol

arship is Dec. 15. 

Bogdanovich said it's a great 

opportunity for someone to get 

scholarship money for classes. 

For additional information 

students can visit their website: 

www.axa-achievement.com. 

"Its connected through our 

school foundation," Bogdanovich 

said. "It gives out great scholar

ships." 

ASCC president Jason Macias, 

announced the different commit

tees throughout the school. 

He has attended a Campus 

Transformation Committee that 

talked about the Master Plans for 

Cerritos College. 

Macias informed others about 

the plans he have received. 

The Master Plan discusses 

changes that will take affect with

in the next seven or eight years. 

"I would like to schedule a 

meeting with as many student 

government members as possible 

to discuss the concerns and pres

ent what's going on," Macias said. 

Students can then learn about 

the Master Plan and give feed 

back. 

Canned 
food drive 
to begin 

RACHEL GRAHAM 
Contributor 

editor@talonmarks.com 

Cerritos College will be spon
soring a canned food drive from 
Oct. 29 - Nov. 16 that will help peo
ple in the local community. 

Nancy Bonilla, a staff member 
in Student Activities, said that cans 
will be collected so that they can be 
distributed to families in need dur
ing the Thanksgiving season. 

Students at Cerritos College can 
partake in this drive by bringing 
can foods to school to be donated. 
For every 10 cans students bring, 
they will receive one Show Pride 
point. 

All the cans will then be turned 
into Student Activities, where they 
will be counted and then given to 
the Norwalk Chamber, who will 
distribute them to the community. 
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