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Vela fails Faculty Senate survey
SCOTT WATKINS
Editor-in-Chief
editor@talonmarks.com

The results of the Academic Leadership Outcome
Survey were released by the Faculty Senate during its
meeting on Tuesday.
It also voted to put the vote of no confidence for Dr.
Noelia Vela of the agenda for its next open meeting on
Feb. 26.
"It is time to call the question to a vote," said Dr.
Bryan Reece, Faculty Senate president.
There will be three options that the Senate to vote.
The options are:
• Vote of Confidence in the Cerritos College Presi
dent,
• Vote of Concern in the Cerritos College President
or
» Vote of No Confidence in the Cerritos College Pres

ident.
" l h e process began when the Fine Arts Division
voted on no confidence for Vela in late October, early
November," Reece said. "Since then, four other divi
sions voted for no confidence."
l h e Senate began putting together the survey after
two divisions, Liberal Arts and Science Engineering
and Math asked it to do so late last semester.
All together, 230 official surveys were passed out
and of those 134 were completed and returned.
There were 91 surveys submitted by the faculty, 19
by administrators, eight by staff, six by students and 10
submitted surveys by individuals that declined to indi
cate what group they represented.
The survey was broken up into five sections:
• college community,
• constituent organization,
• decision making and governance,

•
.
•

academic agenda,
specific initiatives and projects and
overall.
The survey is available in the Faculty Senate office
located in the administrative quad.
The people that took part in the survey had a rat
ing scale that scored from one, meaning never meets
expectations, to five, meaning consistently meets expec
tations.
On average, administrators scored Vela the lowest
and students scored her performance highest.
The results will be distributed throughout Cerritos
College and a copy will be sent to the Board of Trust
ees.
If the result of the vote is in favor of no confidence,
Reece said that, "I hope the Board takes the action of
the Faculty Senate seriously and I expect it will."
The Health, Physical Education & Athletics Division

was one of the divisions that voted no confidence in one
of its divisional meetings.
The main reason that the division cast the vote was
because of the change to the Master Plan.
Some of the changes include changing four tennis
courts and the school's current soccer field into a park
ing lot.
Mike McPherson, health instructor, claims that by
imparting the document, the HPEA department will be
losing instructional space.
"We are just disappointed in the lack of communica
tion between Vela and the HPEA division in the chang
es she made," he said.
But adding the vote of no confidence to the next
meeting's agenda does not mean that it will happen.
"If anyone comes and presents new evidence about
the matter we will be able to push back the vote," Reece
said.

Reece speaks
to ASCC Senate
be held on Feb. 26 to decide among
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Dr. Bryan Reece, Faculty Senate

that she is performing well here

president, opened the ASCC Senate
meeting Wednesday with some new
and fresh ideas that are designed to

at the college,
•

»

During the meeting, the Senate

states the president is perform
ing at a low level- and- not meet
ing academic standards.

vote it will give college president Dr.

As Reece explained, "There are

Noelia Vela.
Also, new commissioners were

negative and positive factors to this

develop

matter. On the negative side all fo

ments in the free water bottle refills

cus will be on Vela, but the good

for students were announced.

thing that comes out of this is we

appointed

The

and further

main

ideas

that

stressed were to make

Reece
Cerritos

College a great institution, to help

will be able to define what we ex
pect from the president."
In other news, Nelson Aguilar

students achieve their goals, and to
have an ongoing commitment to

was appointed

student success. To do that, the col

athletics. Even though he's not cur

lege has to keep improving on:
•

student learning,

•

teaching expertise,

•

instructional support and

•

academic support.

can pass the class without reading

has played football in the past. He
will be ready to help out coaches
and players.
Jasmin Gonzalez was named as
sociate justice.

the book," Reece said.

Students vote, president gets split

With that main concern in mind,
a campaign for student success is in
creation to see if it will help the stu

students how to learn and to bring
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The majority of the students that
voted last week were for the separa
tion of the ASCC President and Stu
dent Trustee positions.
Election booths were placed in
front of the cafeteria, Elbow Room
and the Health Science building.
A yes vote supported two sepa
rate positions for the president and
student trustee. A no vote supported

Lasers
burn
Falcons
. . See Sports page 4

one person filling both positions.
The results were in on Thursday
night and 72 percent of the students
voted yes.

past elections," said Linda Nelson,
electoral clerk. But being a special
election, "There were not many
(students) informed."

I h i s special election was confus
ing to some, "because of the com
plexity," said Pat Powers, election
clerk. "Many students were con
fused."

This election was special because
students had the power to tweak the
rules of Cerritos College's student
government.

Out of an estimated 19,000 stu
dents, only 118 cast votes in this
election.
"We had more people voting in

\r

•

.'.11

"Other elections are for voting
for somebody, but this time it was
for by-laws," said Nancy Bonilla,
student affairs tech for Student Ac
tivities.

them into an academic lifestyle that
The adjustments to the by-laws
include a new section for the Stu
dent Trustee and his position's role.

will be easy for them to understand

The student trustee represents
the student body and also has a seat
on the Board of Trustees.

with the students," Reece said.

"I do not want anyone with a 2.0
representing me," said Eric Logan,
computer animation major.

See V o t i n g Page 2

"I've had experience in this job
before and I am available for every
meeting all the time," she said.
Ending the meeting, ASCC Vice

dent body.
The campaign will help teach

President

Barrita

once

proposal was all good to go.
Some facts he announced about
the proposal were:
•

The campaign will be accessible
to all students and one main goal is

Michael

again announced that the free water

and use.
"I want a campaign that engages

commissioner of

rently playing a sport at Cerritos, he

"Students actually think they

V o t i n g t i m e : Last Wednesday and Thursday Cerritos College took part in a special election to decide whether or not to split the president and trustee position.

Vote of no confidence-which

also discussed the upcoming Facul
ty Senate meeting concerning what
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Vote of Concern-she needs im
proving and

help the student community here at
Cerritos.

Vote of Confidence-which states

hit will cost the college $93 a
month,

•

to help all Cerritos College students

35 gallons of drinking water will
be provided a month,

achieve their goals and make them
successful and independent for the

•

16 oz per service and

future.

•

students need an updated stu

A Faculty Senate meeting will

dent I.D.
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ASCC Cabinet
draws up proposal
"There are currently 12 tennis
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courts," Macias said. "The Master
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Plan holds for eight."
ASCC President Jason Macias

Macias added that, "We wouldn't

and Vice President Michael Bar

be able to hold regional tourna

rita discussed the furthering of the

ments (anymore)."

water proposal, the Master Plan for
remodeling the campus and the

Regional

The Master Plan also adds 970
more parking spots.

Monday.

As the campus is now, there is

Macias also announced that the
Budget Committee will be meeting
two weeks before originally sched

one parking spot for every seven
students.
The Cabinet took a vote and de

uled.
Also during the meeting, Fine

cided it doesn't want more parking.

Arts Commissioner Sun-Hee Kim

In other business, Barrita passed

had some words about the Talon

out an outline of "Tips by Students

Marks.

for Students."
Things that will be in the guide

A draft has been made for the

for new students are:

water proposal.
"We're looking at $93 per month

•

academics,

for 35 gallons (of water)," Barrita

•

economics,

said.

•

student support,

Barrita emphasized that funds
shall not exceed $1,500 in a given

•

student life

•

and student activities.

year.
Any student coming into the
Student Activities office for free wa
PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSE DE JESUS GOMEZ

Blood Drive: Evan Hernandez, psychiatry major, patiently donates blood to the Red Cross.

ter must have a student I.D. with a
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Rob Torrez, Red Cross field man

jor, said, "My niece is always in and

ager and coordinator.

out of the hospital."

"(Cerritos

College) is the No. 1 college at Val

Valentine's Day at Cerritos Col
lege means that the Red Cross is
back in the Student Center for three

entine's Day."

The Red Cross will be at Cerri
tos College from Tuesday to Thurs

Torrez said the Red Cross, as of
Tuesday, signed up about 450 peo
and 300 walk-ins on top of that.
He said it "started a little slug
gish" but it had picked up nicely.

day, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Pena was on her sixth time do

Her niece is 10 years old and has

nating blood.

gotten at least two blood transfu

ple. He is expecting between 200

days.

ery time (the Red Cross) is here."

sions.

Alberto Mata, pharmacy tech
major, said he donated blood last

Vallejo went in on Tuesday, it
was her first time giving blood.
"Most of my family gives blood,"

time for the free Warped Tour back
stage pass, which he never used.
This time, however, he didn't

she said.
Vivian Pena, business

major,

come for the gift certificate.

"People like to give from the

has an O positive blood type, but

"I used to work at Mimi's so I

heart (and) Valentine's Day touches

she doesn't feel it's her duty to give

don't really care (about the gift cer

"Valentine's is the best time of

the hearts of many people," he said.

blood.

tificate)," Mata said. "I'll probably

the year (for the Red Cross)," said

Alvina Vallejo, technology ma

Donors will be rewarded with a
$10 gift certificate for Mimi's Cafe.

"I just do it," she said. "I do it ev

spend it on booze or something."

Voting: Students vote to split the presidents position
Continued from page 1
Presidential candidates' require
ments remained the same:
. a 2.25 CPA,
•
•
•

sophomore status,
no prior failures of classes and
an I.D with the current semes
ter's sticker.
"Maybe that was important,"
added Bonilla, "to keep the G.P.A.
at 2.25, it's the same as all ASCC
members."
Although the separation of po
sitions happened, one candidate
still has the chance to run for both
seats.
"It can be stressful economically,
meaning the amount of money and

m

Suena
Park
Schoof
District

time for the campaign," said Mi

The economics portion would
have included a tip on using www.
half.com as an alternative to buying
textbooks.

current sticker.

onating blood for Valentine's

tournaments

require 12 courts.

guide entitled "Tips by Students for
Students" at the Cabinet meeting on

tennis

However, Holly Bogdanovich,

The water dispenser will be lo
cated in front of Secretary of Stu

director of Student Activities, said

dent Activities Trudy Foster's desk.

the contract with the bookstore says

Barrita said someone will not be

that portion cannot be included.

checking every student for I.D., "It

However, if the book exchange

doesn't add an extra duty (to a staff

is established, it will be included

member)."

there.

"We're going to run a threemonth trial," Barrita said.
Macias brought up the Master
Plan at the meeting, mentioning
that it is not set in stone.

Also, Kim updated the Cabinet
on what her friend, who has a BA
and an MA in English, had to say
about the Talon Marks.
Originally,

He said the removing of the
area known as "The Hill," located

Kim quoted her

friend, saying that, "It looked like

near the Amphitheater, is not in the

someone who doesn't know how to

plan.

speak English."
Kim now said her friend says,

"We definitely want to keep the
hill," Barrita said.

Suena
Park ,
School
District

"It sounds better."

BILINGUAL TEACHER ASSISTANTS

Election Results

chael Barrita, ASCC vice president.
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"But I am glad that the legisla
tion left it open (for students) to

Pait-time and substitute j o b s available for bilingual (Spanish/
l-nglish and Korean,-Lnglisli) assistants. Starting pay $14.76/
hour. Apply today! UUHNA PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT,
www.bpsd.kl2.ca.us or (714) 736-4284 for more info.

(

run for both positions."
The Student Trustee is not an
officer's position within the ASCC,
but the trustee must attend at least
two Senate meetings a month per
semester.
The application

and election

location for the Student Trustee
information was in the agenda in
Tuesday's ASCC Court meeting at

SOI-RCK VSOt.

11:00 AM in BK-111/112.

n

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED

L
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Earn a min. $ 1 0 0 / d a y ! If y o u have a B A / B S (or 9 0 units) an
C B E S T e x a m , y o u m e e t m i n . qualifications for a sub permit.
M o r e info @ w w w . b p s d . k l 2 . c a . u s or ( 7 1 4 ) 7 3 6 - 4 2 8 4 .
B U E N A PARK S C H O O L D I S T R I C T hires sub teachers to
work on-call, as-needed throughout the s c h o o l year.
A p p l y today!

M y Real Estate School

DRE Approved—LIVE Real Estate Classes
401K Program—Flexibility—Unlimited Income
In House Training & Mentoring

(562) 927-2626
Darlene—ext. 119

T M CLASSIFIEDS
EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

Engineer,

Cabinet Builder

Mechanical:

and/or Install

Develop & analyze feedwater heater
designs. M S M E req'd. F/ T. Jobsite
& Intvw: Santa Fe Springs, CA.
Resume t o T E i HR,
10375 Slusher Dr.
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Needed for Commercial
Cabinet Co. - Using latest
C N C Machines
Email
KameronRado@earthlink.net

30% Off Tax
Prepartion
N E E D HELP FILING
YOUR TAX RETURN?
We'll D o It Fast & Make
It Easy For You. Call
TAX PROS U S A (888)
990-1040 Ext. 5 8 2

Place your
classified ad
today!
Your ad will be
published on
our high- traffic
website just as it
will appear in the
printed version of
our newspaper!
WW W.TALON MARKS.COM

teaching tip °H3
Life coach takes o n a whole new meaning.
If you have not yet completed your bachelor's degree and are at
least 22 years old with 60 college units or more:
APU can help you earn your degree and become a teacher through our
Human Development (HDEV) Program, taking classes one night a week
over 19 months. APU offers an innovative, alternative degree-completion
program designed to provide preparation for prospective elementary
school and special education teachers.
Accelerated programs also offered in:
• Christian Leadership
* Nursing (RN to BSN)
• Computer Information Systems
• Organizational Leadership
• Management Information Systems
Programs available at 8 convenient
locations and/or online.
E 3 g E (626) 815-5301
t&!B}& www.apu.edu/expfore/caps
l4M$lQ>

aps@apu.edu

M
AZUSA PACIFIC
U N I V E R S I T Y

901 E Afosta Ave.
Azusa,CA91702

K-12, bachelor's to doctorate, we know teaching.
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Super Tuesday, super disappointmen

First Amendment
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Executive Editorial
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staff, the Editorial

W h o cares about California's

community

formation given to students, faculty and staff so
they could make an educated decision about it.

college students?
After the results of Super Tuesday and the
failure to pass Prop. 92, it is obvious that the

The fault of why Prop. 92 failed is not as im
portant as the fact that it did.
There wasn't just one specific thing that led

voters at-large d o not.
Prop. 92 could have helped c o m m u n i t y col

to the proposition's defeat.

lege students, but it was voted d o w n on Feb. 5,

If people were more informed and weren't

with 52.41 percent voting n o and 47.59 voting

over-anxious about the state of the economy,

yes, according to www.lavote.net.

maybe the outcome would have been different.

There are several reasons as to w h y the prop

But even though it didn't pass, Prop. 92 has
done s o m e good.

osition didn't pass.

Board, the advisers,

Maybe it wasn't becausfie people didn't care;

the Cerritos College

It has brought c o m m u n i t y college funding to

it could have been because of poor timing due

the surface and encouraged students to b e c o m e

Associated Students,

to California facing a budget crisis. Maybe p e o 

more politically active

the college

ple were scared that funding w o u l d have been

administration or
the Board of Trustees.

cut from K-12 schools and other educational

members to make sure that c o m m u n i t y college

programs.

funding stays on the m i n d s of the legislators.

N o matter what the reason, it is sad that the
Production and
printing of
TALON MARKS is
partially funded by the
Associated Students of
of Cerritos College.

Facilities and

sion are provided by
the Department of
Journalism.
Newsroom offices are
located in the
Fine Arts Building,
Room FA42.

Though there's n o use in crying over spilled
milk, there are still things that we can d o to

voters voted Prop. 92 down.
The voters were so worried about having
their pockets affected that they couldn't see the
bigger picture.

make this happen.
Let's get it back on the ballot for 2010. We
can write to our local representatives and let

C o m m u n i t y colleges help people get certifi

them k n o w that as c o m m u n i t y college students
we feel cheated. We feel as though our voices

cates and start their college careers.

academic supervi

It is u p to us as students and c o m m u n i t y

People with a higher education can get bet

weren't heard.
History tells us that w h e n y o u get e n o u g h

ter jobs and earn more money.
If they make more money, they will make a
greater contribution to society and the e c o n o 
my, therefore pay more in taxes.

voices together that is a w h o l e y o u can make a
difference.
Recall Proposition 187 back in 1994. Prop

But the voters' failure to see this is not the

187 received the majority yes vote and was then
later overturned after being d e e m e d unconsti

only reason why the proposition didn't pass.
There was hardly any advertising throughout

tutional, in court.

the media and most voters probably had n o idea
Cerritos College is
located at
111 10 .Alondra Blvd.,

of what Prop. 92 was going to accomplish.

for this bill get together, then maybe we could

Even at Cerritos College, a place where Prop.
92 would have helped, there was hardly any in

Norwalk, CA 90650

If e n o u g h students, teachers and advocates
get a second chance to make up the margin dif
ference that lost Prop. 92.
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are welcome. They may he submitted both online and in person. In all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered for publication, either online or in print.
Campus related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for length, though online versions tend to include full content, as long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You may deliver letters to FA 42 or contact the
editor by e-mail at e d i t o r @ t a l o n m a r k s . c o m .
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Valentines Day gone commercial
Do you remember what Valentine's Day was
like in elementary school when students would
buy Valentine cards and candies for classmates?
In our time, we rely on materials and gifts as
a demonstration of love.
In addition, this is probably a result of the
commercial sales we hear in the media and the
satisfaction of receiving materialized love.
"America started the Valentine's craze in
Michigan in the 1880s when the first Valentine's
Day card was mass-produced.
"Today, Americans send more cards to cel
ebrate Valentines Day than any other holiday,"
wrote Professor B.H. Pontefract in an article for
www.candywarehouse.com
There are greater stories behind this average
day of dates and matchmaking that now revolves
around the saint's day.
l h e first story being about Roman priest
named Valentinus who was persecuted and im
prisoned for helping Christian martyrs.
"On the eve of his beheading, he wrote a fare
well note to his friend, the daughter of the jailer.
He signed the note "From your Valentine,"' ac
cording www.toamericanantiquarian.org

Hector
Colchado
ItcitVv'nUr
hcok hado8(g

tohiriiiivrks.com

The second story was also in Rome around
the year 270 after Valentine, bishop of Interamna, disregarded Emperor Claudius' II mandate
that abolished marriage.
"Valentine realizing the injustice of the de
cree, defied Claudius and continued to perform
marriages for young lovers in secret. When
Valentine's actions were discovered, Claudius
ordered that he be put to death," claims History,
com
Leo Wierzbowski, professor of the Univer
sity of Florida, goes even deeper in the origins of
Valentine's Day.
"As early as the fourth century B.C., the Ro
mans engaged in an annual young man's rite of
passage to the god Lupercus.
"The names of teenage women were placed in
a box and drawn at random by adolescent men;
thus, a man was assigned a I o n i a n companion,

for their mutual entertainment and pleasure (of
ten sexual), for the duration of a year, after which
another lottery was staged."
"From the Church's standpoint, Valentine (or
Valentinus) seemed to be the ideal candidate to
usurp the popularity of Lupercus. So in the year
496, a stern Pope Gelasius outlawed the midFebruary Lupercian festival.
"But he was clever enough to retain the lot
tery, aware of Romans' love for games of chance.
"Now into the box that had once held the
names of available and willing single women
were placed the names of saints.

POLL OF T H E
WEEK
What's your reaction to
last Tuesday's p r i m a r y
election results?
Legend:
Dissatisfied
67%
Satisfied
22%
Who circs
11%

"Both men and women extracted slips of pa
per, and in the ensuing year they were expected
to emulate the life of the saint whose name they
had drawn."
This brought on more jobs helping the entrepreneurships of many companies. Alas, more
help for capitalism.
If one thing, this holiday reminds us to do is
go out and fall in love or address the love you
have to those who deserve it.
However, should we not all express this
through out the whole year?

.

Esmeralda Infante

Page Designer
Kyle Edquist

This Talon Marks poll is not scientific and reflects the opinions
of only those internet users who have chosen to participate.
The results cannot be assumed to represent the opinions of
Internet users In general, nor the public as a wliole.

"If one thing, this holiday reminds us to go out and fall in love or address
the love you have to those who deserve it."

Source: www.talonmarXs.com

Faculty Adviser
Rich Cameron

What are you going to do for Valentine's

Instructional Aide
Alicia Edquist

C o m p i l e d by: H k c t o r
P h o t o s by: S c o t t

Day?

Colchado
Watkins

WINNER
General Excellence
2005-2007
State Conference
Journalism Association of
Community Colleges

Luis G o m e z

Christina

psychology

libera! arts

major

"I am going to school. (Then)
I'm going to a single's night
out."

Aguilar

major

"(I am) going to go to a club
and meet some cool guys."

Emilio Wunfiu

Tiffany

undecided

art

major

"I'm going out on a date with
my girlfriend and then go to
Sea World."

Smith

major

"My boyfriend is surprising
me with some event for me."

Christian
engineering

Valencia

major

"I'm doing nothing. Probably
get laid."

Angela

Johnson

education/liberal

arts

major

"I'm going to the movies with
my sister then we're going to
the club."
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SCOTT WATKINS/TM

T h e d i n g o f t h e b a t : First baseman Trevor Blood (No. 15) connects with the ball and drives the ball into the field of play.

Baseball wins four, loses one
just didn't go out and compete."

SCOTT WATKINS
Editor-in-Chief

Starting pitcher George Sanchez

editor@talonmarks.com

gave up three runs in four and one-

„
. .,
Despite scoring four runs in the
c

first three innings, the Cerritos Col
lege baseball team lost to Irvine Val

out zero batters.
John Garcia, relief pitcher, came

ley College, 9-5, Friday afternoon at

in relief of Sanchez and didn't fair

Kincaid Field.
l h e Falcons went 4-1 last week

much better.

In other games last week, the
team beat:
. Golden West, 5-3, last Tuesday,
. Victor Valley, 12-3, last Ihurs-

He led the team in return yards
*

b

d

n

a b l e

t 0

d

a n

t h i n

USt

f

St.

S

v'*

t h e r e

twice and scored a run.

J i l l
A.

Offensively

dale, starting pitcher John Ortega

l e a d i n g >

threw a two-hitter in the Falcons

w e n

y-

b u t

baseman, singled in two runs in the
first.

After pitching four solid innings
holding the Lasers scoreless through

s h o r t s t o p

J e r r y

were
P

e

n

cornerback

t 3-4

b k
a c

o

n

o u r

i

e a (

j i

n s t e

Trevor

Blood,

first

baseman,

.

contributed with one hit in five at

'

o

n

e

f o r

a

n

8 6

-/

a r d

t o u c h

eighth and pitched one and two-

s

h e

a l s o

-

compiled 56 tackles

F a l c o n s

f o r

B e l 1

w i t h

-

l a s t
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