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Falcons 
lose on 

home turf 
S e e SPORTS p a g e 9 

ONLINE EXCLUSiy ES 
• Day of the Dead video 

• Movie Review: Night of the Living Dead 
• Defense Secretary Rumsfeld resigns 

See talonmarji,s.com 

Solution to 
the energy 

crisis? 
page 6 

Skid Row Survivor 
CNN's Ron Roberson gives 

Cerritos students insight 
on growing up on the 
streets and making his big 
break in the news studio. 

See N e w s page 4 

CC track 
gets new 
shoes 

KRISTIN PARKER 

StaffWriter 
kparker6@talonmarks.com 

Falcon S tad ium con t inues to 
u n d e r g o a face lift as the A m a t e u r 
Athle t ic F o u n d a t i o n gave a $50,000 
g ran t to Cer r i tos College last week 
to he lp fund the r enova t ion of t he 
college's t r ack a n d field facility. 

The AAF is a pr ivate non-prof i t 
o rgan iza t ion that was e n d o w e d 
wi th surp lus funds from the 1984 
Los Angeles O lympic G a m e s . 

The school h a d to wait 
six m o n t h s in o rde r to find 
ou t it h a d received t he grant . 

Several guidel ines h a d to b e m e t 
in o rde r for t he college to be eligi­
ble for the grant . 
These guidel ines 
inc luded use of 
t he facility by the 
c o m m u n i t y and 
cps t - re la ted cri te­
ria, a m o n g o the r s . 

Taba tha Lee, 
p r o g r a m associ­
ate for AAF, said 
t he college m e t 
all t he cri ter ia 
n e e d e d to qua l ­
ify for t h e grant . 

"The Boa rd 
of Di rec tors a p ­
p roved t h e award 
based o n the fact 
tha t a large por ­
t ion of t he fund­
ing for t he t rack 
was a l ready in 
place a n d tha t 
the facility will 
be used no t 
on ly for the col- m M n s H H 
lege popu la t ion , bu t will be o p e n 
to the communi ty ," she said. 

Dr. D a n Smith , d e a n of hea l th , 
physical educa t ion a n d athlet ics , 
said tha t one of t he key s t ipula t ions 
of the g ran t was tha t the college 
h a d to prove that a large n u m b e r of 
you th pa r t i c ipan t s were going to be 
able to m a k e use of the t rack as well. 

"We have several Cal ifornia 

'"A f o r g e 

portion of 

the funding 

for the track: 

was afreacfy 

inpface and 

that the 

facility witfhe 

used not onfy 

for the coffege 

population, 

but wi[[ he 

open to the 

community" 

- 'Tahatha 

Lee, program 

associate for 

'A'A'T 

S e e Track p a g e 5 

TANYA BERMUDEZ/TM 

Face time: Two members of the Child Development Center, engage in conversation while their teacher reads to the class. The CDC provides care for children of 
Cerritos College Students. 

The single life: 30 years in the making 
While the CDC marks 
its three-decade run, 
single parents struggle 
to be students 

ROSALI CASTILLO 

NORMA PALACIOS 

Online Editor 
A&E Editor 

editor@talonmarks. com 

L i k e m o s t e v e r y o t h e r C e r r i t o s 

C o l l e g e s t u d e n t C r y s t a l P i n t a d o , 

c h i l d d e v e l o p m e n t m a j o r , w a k e s 

u p e a r l y , g e t s r e a d y f o r a l o n g d a y 

a n d d r i v e s t o s c h o o l . B u t t h e n s h e 

h a s a n a d d i t i o n a l s t e p t o t a k e . 

P i n t a d o i s o n e t h e m a n y s i n g l e 

p a r e n t s , w h o d r o p t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

o f f a t t h e C h i l d D e v e l o p m e n t C e n ­

t e r . 

As the n u m b e r of single peop le 
o u t n u m b e r m a r r i e d couples a n d 
the a m o u n t of single, y o u n g par­
ents con t inues to grow, the C D C 
provides chi ldcare wi th p r io r i ty 
go ing to Cer r i to s College s tuden t s 
first. 

The chi ldcare center will cel­
ebrate 30 years this Fr iday a n d 
in its t h r ee decades of service the 
C D C has never b e e n so busy. 

Accord ing t o www.census .org , 
10.4 mil l ion A m e r i c a n h o m e s are 
r u n by a single parent . 

A n d if m o n e y is a factor in re­
gards to pay ing for chi ldcare, Cal-
Works assists s tuden t s wi th pay­
m e n t s to the chi ldcare center. 

The C D C prov ides flexible 
h o u r s and var ious pr ice ranges . 
Some ch i ld ren are on ly the re for 
half a day in the m o r n i n g because 

that 's w h e n S e e r e I a t f i d 

the ch i l d r ens * . 
t t , f e a t u r e 

paren t (s) are 
t ak ing class ° n P a g e 1 0 

es, accord ing 
to Judy Krause , I n t e r im Di rec to r 
of the Ch i ld D e v e l o p m e n t Center . 

"It's h a r d to go to school , go to 
work a n d be a parent ," she added . 

Yet, P i n t a d o says tha t the re 
are advantages tha t c o m e wi th t he 
d i sadvantages of b e i n g a single 
pa ren t . 

Acco rd ing to P in t ado , b e i n g 
a m o m prov ides n e e d e d mot iva ­
t ion. 

The 30-year old m o t h e r of two 
boys ages 2 a n d 4 said tha t as she 
a t t ends school a n d works she is 
w o r k i n g t o w a r d a be t t e r future for 
t he en t i re family. 

" W h e n I began vo lun t ee r ing 

he r e at the C D C , I h a d a lot of 
help," she said, "and I still d o wi th 
b e i n g in t he Ca lWorks , and W I C 
p r o g r a m s . C o m i n g t o Cer r i to s is 
n o t on ly m y school life b u t also 
m y social life." 

She a d d e d tha t she also has 
received he lp f rom he r family a n d 
emphas i zed tha t she con t r ibu tes 
wi th in t h e family wi th pay ing rent 
a n d pay ing the bills as well. 

O n t h e o the r side of g rowing 
u p , the re are Ce r r i t o s s tuden t s b e ­
ing ra ised by a single p a r e n t t ha t 
say tha t g rowing u p as a k id t h e y 
saw the s t ruggle tha t the i r p a r e n t 
wen t t h r o u g h to p rov ide t h e m 
with a be t t e r life. 

Krysfle Cabrea , l iberal s tudies 
major said tha t h e r m o t h e r w h o is 

See CDC page 3 

THE CATWALK 

OSCAR CATZIN/TM 

Fashion show: Modeling for Cosmetology's fashion show on Tuesday in 
the student center, CJNeal, waits for her turn on the catwalk. Story and ad­
ditional photos can be found at www.talonmarks.com. 

Board fills top spots, Lieutenant 
Buckowiecki becomes top cop 

N O R . I A PALACIOS 

A&EEditor 
arts@t i tonmarks.com 

The office of top cop was filled on an in t e r im basis as 

Lieu tenant Richard Buckowiecki got to b e c o m e his o w n 

chief at the Oct . 18 Board of Trustees mee t ing . 

Four o the r m a n a g e m e n t pos i t ions were filled by t he 

a p p o i n t m e n t of the Boa id . 

"We are very for tuna te to a t t ract ind iv iduals of such 

a h igh caliber," said C e i i i t o s College Pres iden t Dr. N o ­

elia Vela. "Their u n i q u e ta lents al low us to con t i nue to 

work toward excellence in every th ing we do." 

The five m a n a g e m e n t pos i t ions filled were: 

• In t e r im Chief of C a m p u s Police Richard Bukow­

iecki 

• Direc tor of Research a n d P l ann ing Dr. N a t h a n 

Durde l la 

• C o o r d i n a t o r of Ca lWorks N o r m a C. R o d r i g u e z 

• Di rec to r of C o m m u n i t y Educa t ion Patr icia Rob-

bins Smi th 

• D i rec to r of Publ ic and G o v e r n m e n t a l Affairs 

M a r k L. Wallace 

Bukowiecki h a d b e e n serv ing as in t e r im chief a n d 
has served as l i eu tenan t for t he pas t 11 years . H e has 
b e e n w i t h t he Cer r i to s c a m p u s pol ice s ince 1988 and h e 
will n o w b e a ful l - t ime employee overseeing t he college 
g r o u n d s , pol ice r epor t s a n d invest igat ion fol low-up. 

Durde l l a has b e e n at Cer r i to s for two a n d a half 
years a n d wi th his h i r ing as d i rec tor of research a n d 
p l a n n i n g , Durde l l a said tha t h e was "privileged bu t 
t he re is a d y n a m i c t e a m of s tuden t s , faculty a n d staff." 

H e ho lds a doc to ra t e in h ighe r educa t ion a n d or­
ganiza t iona l change from U C L A , w h e r e his research 
projec ts inc luded evalua t ion theory, ve terans in h ighe r 
educa t ion , a n d Lat in A m e r i c a n h ighe r educa t ion sys­
t e m s . Durde l l a also ho lds a master ' s degree in educa­
t ion , a master ' s degree in Latin A m e r i c a n s tudies , a n d a 
bachelor 's degree in sociology, all f rom U C L A . 

H e expla ined tha t h is d e p a r t m e n t h a n d l e s da ta re­
ques ts a n d p r o g r a m reviews for each d e p a r t m e n t . 

In add i t ion , Durde l l a expla ined tha t the re is a "state, 
a n d federal s tuden t accountabi l i ty process that finds ou t 
h o w the p r o g r a m s are p re sen ted a n d formatted." 

H e said he looked forward to a l o n g - t e r m w o r k i n g 

See Board page 5 

He's back: 
Arnold is 
re-elected 
in a romp 

ERICK GALINDO 

Life Editor 
egalindo6@talonmarks.com 

W h i l e he's never w o n an 
Oscar , Cal i fornia Gov. Ar­
no ld Schwarzenegger hasn ' t lost 
a gube rna to r i a l e lect ion yet. 

M u c h to the chagr in of m a n y 
Cer r i to s S tudents , Schwarzeneg­
ger defeated D e m o c r a t State 
Treasurer Phil Angel ides in a 
r e s o u n d i n g t h u m p i n g , Nov. 7, 
tha t wou ld have n e e d e d n o t h ­
ing shor t of a Ho l lywood e n d ­
ing for an Angel ides ' victory. 

Angel ides has s t ruggled since the 
ve ry s tar t of t he c a m p a i g n and was 
dec ided ly an u n d e r d o g t h r o u g h o u t . 
mm^mmi^mm O m a r Robin , 

bus iness m a n a g e ­
m e n t major, was 
d i sappo in ted at 
the o u t c o m e and 
felt h is vote m a y 
have' b e e n wasted. 

T m n o t t o o 
h a p p y because a 
lot of peop le d idn ' t 
vote, bu t he w o n 
a n d that 's legal." 

The g o v e r n o r 
was able to get t he 
e n d o r s e m e n t of 
Cal i fornia C o m ­
m u n i t y College 
Chance l lo r M a r k 
D r u m m o n d de -

m a n i spite t he fact t ha t 
tu i t ion at t he C C level j u m p e d f rom 
$11 to $26 d u r i n g Schwarzeneg­
ger's t e r m , a difference tha t m a d e 
s o m e s tuden t s t ake fewer classes. 

Leah Evangelista , bus iness 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / m a r k e t i n g m a ­
jor, said, "I have h a d classmates , 
w h o wou ld d r o p (classes) because 
t h e y couldn ' t afford to come." 

Raque l Gue r r a , chi ld deve lop­
m e n t major, said, " W h e n I first 
s ta r ted t o c o m e t h r e e years ago, 
t he re were m o r e classes, a n d now, 
ha rd ly any. If t he re are m o r e s tu­
den t s , t he re will b e m o r e classes." 

See Governor page 5 

Fall Awards 
coming for 
Cerritos 
students 

STEVEN MARTIN 

News Editor 
news@talonmarks.com 

The appl ica t ions are in, j u d g ­
m e n t s are be ing m a d e a n d 
s o m e of you will win a "Falcon." 

W i t h t he e n d of t he fall se­
mester , t he ASCC's b i - annua l Fal­
con Awards , given in recogn i t ion 
of s tuden t s tha t are involved in 
school a n d c o m m u n i t y activities, 
will b e h a n d e d ou t d u r i n g t h e an ­
nua l Fall Awards Banque t Dec . 8. 

Those n o m i n a t e d will receive 
not i f icat ion in t he mai l a n d can 
pick u p the i r t ickets s t a r t ing Nov. 
27 a n d m u s t be picked u p by Dec . 5. 

See Banquet page 3 

"What a fan­

tastic evening. 

You Unow 1 

Cove doing 

seauefs." 

- (gover­

nor 'Arno(d~ 

Schwarzeneg­

ger 
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Blog: Ipod vs. MP3 player 
Photo Blog: Funeral Stories 

Math, M 
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Senator Alyssa H u e r t a was ap­
p o i n t e d as Facul ty-Senate Liaison 
last W e d n e s d a y d u r i n g t he A S C C 
Senate mee t ing . 

Also, conce rns over MySpace 
con t i nued to b e addressed a n d the 
Senate d iscussed the confusion over 
m a t h courses a n d wh ich classes are 
s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t a n d lecture . 

H u e r t a replaces fo rmer Sen­
ate Liaison Na ta sha Sabouh i w h o 
missed two consecut ive Senate 
mee t ings . 

Acco rd ing to A S C C Vice Presi­
d e n t Alex A r m e n d a r i z , Sabouh i 
will no t b e eligible to r u n for s tu­
den t office next year. 

At t he t i m e of he r a p p o i n t m e n t , 
Sabouh i expressed tha t she was 
"excited to b e Senate Liaison a n d I 
l ook forward t o a t t end ing t h e Fac­
ul ty Senate meet ings." 

Ne i the r Sabouhi or H u e r t a 
cou ld no t b e reached for c o m m e n t . 

Fol lowing t he a p p o i n t m e n t of 
Hue r t a , MySpace was once again a 
po in t of interest as sena tors wan ted 
t o k n o w wha t was be ing d o n e to 
p reven t s tuden t s f rom accessing 
social W e b sites such as MySpace 
a n d Fr iendster . 

Sena tor Paul M a n u e l said tha t 
h e h a d seen s tuden t s accessing no t 
on ly MySpace, b u t also YouTube as 
well as p o r n o g r a p h i c mater ia l . 

Sena te C le rk M a r i o San Juan, 
w h o works in t he c o m p u t e r lab and 
library, in ter jected saying, "As of 
r ight now, t he lab technic ians have 
t r i ed t o ask s tuden t s t o n o t b e o n 
MySpace." 

"The lab techs on ly ask s tuden t s 
t o log off w h e n t h e y have b e e n 
caugh t o n MySpace," h e con t inued , 
"and s tuden t s w h o are caugh t ac-

NORMA PALACIOS/TM 

Whipped: Ariadna Sanchez, party whip, answers a question regarding her report as senators including Senator Gonzalo Tapia 

listens during the ASCC Senate meeting last Wednesday, 

cessing inappropr i a t e Web sites are Technology Jason Macias was look-

no t a l lowed in te rne t access for the ing in to the possibly of filtering t he 

rest of t h e day." In te rne t . 

A r m e n d a r i z c o m m e n t e d that O n Oc t . 30 h o w e v t r Macias said 

C o m m i s s i o n e r of In fo rma t ion tha t the poss ib ly of filtering t he In­

t e rne t was "up in t he air" because 

h e hadn ' t go t ten conf i rmat ion to 

d o so from D e a n of t he Library and 

Lea rn ing Resource Cen te r John M c -

Ginn i s . 

Cabinet contacts 
local politicians 

NORMA PALACIOS 

A&E Editor 
arts@talonmarks.com 

Michae l Barr i ta , c o m m i s s i o n e r 
of ex terna l affairs, c o n t i n u e d his 
p lans to d i s t r ibu te a list of p h o n e 
n u m b e r s to s tuden t s so they can 
con tac t the i r e lected representa t ive , 
at t he A S C C Cab ine t m e e t i n g o n 
Monday . 

H e a n n o u n c e d his p l a n at t he 
p rev ious Cab ine t mee t ing , saying 
tha t after t he e lect ions he wan ted 
to give s tuden t s the in fo rma t ion so 
t h e y cou ld have an o p p o r t u n i t y to 
express the i r c o n c e r n over s o m e of 
the changes tha t wou ld affect Cal i ­
fornia . 

At th is po in t , Barr i ta expla ined 
tha t he is t ry ing to figure ou t h o w 
to give ou t con tac t in fo rmat ion . H e 
b r o u g h t an unf in ished sample of 
wha t the in fo rma t ion wou ld p r o ­
vide that will inc lude: 

A desc r ip t ion of t he legislative, 
execut ive a n d judic ia l b r a n c h e s 
t h r o u g h t h e state g o v e r n m e n t . The 
desc r ip t ion of each p e r s o n t i t led 
a n d the i r du t ies as well as a m a p of 
the dis t r ic t wi th in California. Last­
ly, a list of p h o n e n u m b e r s of repre ­
sentat ives f rom each dis t r ic t . 

D u r i n g the ASCC Senate mee t ­
ing last W e d n e s d a y Senator Waleed 
Nue i ra t a n d Sena tor Alyssa H u e r t a 
said tha t t h e y were in teres ted in 
w o r k i n g wi th Barr i ta to d i s t r ibu te 
t he in fo rma t ion t o s tuden t s . 

Some s tuden t s felt t h a t Barrita's 
p l an seems like a g o o d idea. 

Jose Velasco, c r imina l jus t ice 
major, said, tha t d u r i n g t he Nov. 7 
elect ion h e d id go ou t a n d vote a n d 

tha t h e is in teres ted in look ing at t h e 

i n fo rma t ion tha t w o u l d b e p r o v i d e d 

for h i m a n d o the r s tuden t s . 

Admit ted ly , h e a n d Sal D e La 

Torre, c r imina l jus t ice major, don ' t 

k n o w w h o the i r elected dis t r ic t r ep ­

resentat ive is. 

"I on ly k n o w w h o they are in m y 

poli t ical sc ience class," Velasco said, 

"but n o t b y name ." 

O n e of t he t h ings tha t were u n ­

b e k n o w n s t t o D e la Tor re was t h a t 

college tu i t ion was lowered f rom 

$26 p e r un i t t o $20 p e r un i t t ha t 

will take effect d u r i n g t h e sp r ing 

semester . 

"I on ly h e a r d abou t t h e d r o p of 

tui t ion," h e said, "but I d idn ' t k n o w 

the details." 

D e La Torre c o m m e n t e d tha t 

o n c e t he i n fo rma t ion of t h e dis t r ic t 

representa t ives is ou t , lower tu i t ion 

fees is s o m e t h i n g tha t h e w o u l d ad­

dress t o t hose in office. "Not on ly 

tuit ion," h e con t inued , "bu t a n o t h ­

er w o u l d b e t h e pr ice of b o o k s as 

well." 

Velasco said tha t h e t o o wou ld 

b e in te res ted in k n o w i n g abou t 

w h a t t he g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d d o 

H e a d d e d tha t it was a g o o d 

t h i n g tha t t he A S C C was look ing 

in to m a k i n g con tac t i n fo rma t ion 

available to all s tuden t s , "because 

t hose in s t u d e n t g o v e r n m e n t r ep re ­

sent t he s tudents ." 

Barr i ta said tha t h e h o p e d to 

have t h e in fo rma t ion available in 

t h e s tuden t activities office a n d the 

l ibrary. . . 

L e a r n t o L e a d 

• • • • • 

T h i n k i n g o f T r a n s f e r r i n g ? 
: ) h i . . . . 

Are you a college student who is looking for: 

V A paid internship opportunity that will 
stand out on a resume? 

V A chance to gain experience with a 
world-renowned company and gain 
transferable skills? 

V A custom-designed learning curriculum 
that could earn you college credit? 

V An opportunity to meet people from 
around the world, make lifelong friends, 
and have fun? 

As part of the Disney College Program at the Disneyland® Resort in Anaheim, CA, 
participants can experience an internship of a lifetime. Attend our upcoming presentation 
and discover why the Disney College Program is an opportunity you just cant miss! 

C e r r i t o s C o l l e g e • S L 1 0 7 
T h u r s d a y , N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 2 0 0 6 • 11:00 a m & 2:00 p m 

Can't Attend? View our online E-presentation or 
attend our Job Fair at Team Disney Anaheim 

700 W. Ball Rd. (Ball & Cast Place), Anaheim, CA 

November 15-18,9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

December 4-8,9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Scheduling conflict? View our online E-Presentation 
disneycollegeprogram.com/epresentation 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:arts@tatonmarfa.com
mailto:arts@talonmarks.com
http://disneycollegeprogram.com/epresentation
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Banquet: 
Fall awards are 
just around the 
corner 
Continued from page 1 

A c c o r d i n g t o Hol ly B o g d a n o v ­
ich, d i rec to r of S tuden t Activit ies, 
over 200-300 awards are given ou t . 

She a d d e d tha t the re have b e e n 
145 appl ica t ions sent in f rom stu­
den t s . 

"It is a n igh t to h o n o r s tuden t s 
a n d the i r accompl i shments , " she 
said. "We have a n ice s i t -down d i n ­
ner. There are advisers there , c lub 
m e m b e r s , Boa rd m e m b e r s a n d 
ins t ruc to r s . W e m o v e a long ve ry 
quickly and smoothly." 

"It's no t just abou t t he ASCC; 
any s tuden t can apply for awards . 
They are available t o all s tuden t s . 

"People need t o learn m o r e 
abou t the awards process . There are 
also c l u b - m e m b e r s a n d s tuden t s -
at- large w h o get involved in the 
c o m m u n i t y . It's no t just abou t the 
s tuden t government ." 

The recipients are chosen by a 
c o m m i t t e e which inc ludes m e m ­
bers of s tuden t g o v e r n m e n t , s tu-
dents -a t - la rge ( those no t involved 
in s t u d e n t g o v e r n m e n t ) a n d club 
m e m b e r s . There are approx imate ly 
12-16 s tuden t s o n t he select ion 
c o m m i t t e e . 

There are m o r e awards given in 
the sp r ing semester , b e i n g tha t it is 
t h e e n d of t he year b y tha t t i m e . 

A m o n g t h e awards h a n d e d ou t 
a re service certificates. Certif icates 
are h a n d e d to t hose w h o par t i c i ­
pa te in t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d o t h e r 
s t u d e n t - s p o n s o r e d activit ies. 

The Bronze Falcon awards are 
given t o s tuden t s w h o excel in two 
o r m o r e activities of service a n d 
leadersh ip . 

S tuden t s also receive awards de ­
p e n d i n g u p o n the i r major such as 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of Justice, H o n o r 
Societ ies, Athlet ics , F ine Ar ts , Jour­
na l i sm, M a t h , Pep Squad, Business 
a n d Forensics . 

C lubs also receive awards for 
the i r service to t he c o m m u n i t y 
a n d c a m p u s . Athle tes also receive 
awards as well. 

The h ighes t awards given are 
t h e G o l d a n d Silver Falcon awards . 
S tuden ts receiving these awards are 
t hose w h o are involved in t h r e e or 
m o r e activities a n d to t hose w h o 
s h o w pa r t i c ipa t ion in l eadersh ip 
a n d service. 

CC Adult 
Center is 
open to 
register 

EDGAR MEJIA 

Contributor 

editor@talonmarks.com 

The Adu l t E d u c a t i o n d e p a r t ­
m e n t hos t ed a b i l ingual o r i en ta t ion 
last Sa turday at t h e S tuden t Center . 

The o r i en ta t ion was mere ly t o 
p rov ide in fo rma t ion to t he city of 
N o r w a l k a n d s u r r o u n d i n g c o m ­
mun i t i e s tha t Cer r i tos College has 
o p e n regis t ra t ion for t he c o m i n g 
sp r ing 2007 in these specific fields. 

"We offered in fo rma t ion abou t 
voca t iona l t r a in ing p r o g r a m s as 
a second language in t he areas of 
Plast ics, Weld ing , Au tomot ive , M a ­
ch ine Tools . As well as Ph lebo tomy, 
Elec t rocard iography, a n d Medica l 
Laboratory," said Heyley Vil latoro, 
p r o g r a m assistant . 

In t he b i l ingual p r o g r a m s s tu­
d e n t s l e a rn i n b o t h Engl ish a n d 
Spanish in h o p e s to lat ter on , en­
gage in Engl ish classes. 

The Adul t E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t ­
m e n t wan t s t o i nco rpo ra t e adu l t 
s tuden t s in to t he labor force, s ince 
t he re are jobs ou t the re in any of 
these fields. 

If you w a n t fur ther i n fo rma t ion 
abou t t he sp r ing regis t ra t ion , p lease 
b e free t o con tac t (562) 860 -2451 . 
Ex. 2513 o r 2518 . 

TANYA BERMUDEZ/TM 
Baby Sherlock: A child inspects the texture of a lizard with a magnifying glass. The lesson in textures is part of the Child Development Center's plan to help children learn to differentiate by touch. 

CDC: Single parents reap benefits of center 
Continued from page 1 
a single p a r e n t has s t ruggled financially to 
p u t her t h r o u g h school . 

She expla ined tha t a l though her o lder 
sister a n d b r o t h e r are n o longer l iving at 
h o m e that o n e th ing tha t she hopes s tuden t s 
u n d e r s t a n d abou t hav ing a p a r e n t is no t 
on ly the s t ruggle , "but cher ish t he m o m e n t s 
tha t each o n e has wi th his or he r m o t h e r or 
father." 

Cabrea said tha t she sees t he s t ruggle he r 
m o t h e r has everyday, bu t she doesn ' t see he r 
m o t h e r as p laying t he role of m o t h e r a n d 
father. 

For P i n t a d o tha t is no t t he case, no t on ly 
is she playing t he role of m o t h e r and father, 
"but I a m p rov id ing for m y ch i ld ren to have 

a future." 
She con t i nued saying tha t he r m o t h e r is 

a s t rong w o m a n a n d tha t she admi re s s t rong 
w o m e n w h o are single pa ren t s and tha t is 
whe re she d raws h e r s t reng th . 

A d a m Mar t inez , fine ar ts major, said tha t 
his m o t h e r t oo was a s t rong p e r s o n because 
for a whi le she ra ised h i m w h e n his father 
was enl is ted in t he Army. 

M a r t i n e z a d d e d tha t h is unc le is a single 
pa ren t a n d tha t h e has gone t h r o u g h dep re s ­
sion b e c a m e of it. 

"She is very i n d e p e n d e n t because she 
doesn ' t see he r m o t h e r tha t often because 
she works a lot." 

Cabrea said tha t if she was in the pos i ­
t ion of be ing a single pa ren t , "I wouldn ' t 

k n o w h o w to h a n d l e it." 
S u n n y G o m e z , u n d e c i d e d major, said it 

wasn' t abou t k n o w i n g h o w to h a n d l e a si tu­
a t ion such as be ing a single pa ren t , "but I 
h o p e never to b e in tha t posi t ion." 

Being in the s i tuat ion P i n t a d o said that 
t he s t reng th of k n o w i n g she could m a k e 
s o m e t h i n g of her life comes f rom h e r t w o 
ch i ld ren Jacob a n d Steve as well as he r fam-

She said, " I h e biggest t h i n g tha t I 'm al­
lowed to d o is be the p a r e n t to m y chi ldren , 
even t h o u g h w h e n I d id b e c o m e a m o m 
the re were a r g u m e n t s as well as tears as to 
h o w I was go ing to take care of them." 

The reason w h y she will b e able to reach 
he r goal she pu t it, "It's no t tha t I don ' t b e ­

lieve b u t h o w can I d o it." 
Howeve r ra is ing k ids isn't on ly 

a s t ruggle for single pa r en t s it's a 
s t ruggle for families t h a t have b o t h 
pa ren t s as well. 

"It's really ha rd b e i n g a s tuden t , 
hav ing a son a n d c o n t i n u i n g to go 
to school a n d cook ing as well," Da i sy 
Zendejas , l iberal s tudies ma jo r a n d 

fo rmer Cer r i to s College s tuden t said. 
Zende jas is also an Associa te t eacher for 

t h e C D C , w h i c h allows h e r t o s p e n d t i m e 
wi th he r son before she goes to school . 

She also m e n t i o n e d tha t he r h u s b a n d 
M a r k Zende jas picks the i r s o n u p after he 
gets ou t of w o r k so she can go s t ra ight to 
school r ight after w o r k i n g at t h e C D C . 

The C D C also allows s tuden t s w o r k i n g 
o n ge t t ing a degree in t each ing conie in arid 
obse rve classes, w h i c h is r equ i red t o b e c o m e 
teachers . 

Also classes h e r e o n c a m p u s such as 
C D E C 1 1 1 requi res s t uden t to obse rve class­
es at va r ious schools a n d s tuden t s like N i ­
cole Allen, h u m a n i t i e s major, are comple t ­
ing h o u r s of obse rv ing classes in t h e C D C . 

"I t h i n k t h e y ( teachers at C D C ) d o a re ­
ally g o o d job . 

"It's a lot be t t e r t h a n w h e n I went to 
schoo l a n d I h e a r d th is ( C D C ) is a really 
g o o d p r o g r a m " Al len added . 

She also expressed h o w g o o d the i r ways 
of t each ing t h e ch i ld ren are. 

A recep t ion for t he ann ive r sa ry will take 
p lace th is Fr iday in t h e S tuden t Center . 

TANYA BERMUDEZ/TM 
That's what's cooking: Blue family teacher, Maritza Martinez, ht'ps what CDC calls friends, in making play dough from scratch, while across the room Aaron, blue family, mixes ingredients for apple pie. 
Students took turns between both tables and shared with fellow friends the complete product. 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:editor@talonmarks.com
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FRAIDLINII HHDUNE INILJUIS 

TANYA BERMUDEZ/TM 

Mic check: During an interview with Gayle Parks at WPMD, Ron Roberson, CNN anchor, prepares to talk about rags to news anchor story. Roberson, also does international motivational speaking visiting favorite 
places like Mexico for his missionary work. - . 

JONATHAN SANCHEZ 

Copy Editor 
jsanchez6@talonmarks.com 

O n c e a res ident of Skid R o w 
wi th a lifetime of suffering a n d 
n o t h i n g to his n a m e , it's no t h a r d 
to imag ine w h y C N N ' s Ron R o b ­
erson got u p on the 10th floor of 
t he Front ier Hote l in LA to c o m m i t 
suicide. 

Roberson , C N N Local Edi t ion 
Head l ine Anchor , shared his "rags 
to r iches" s tory d u r i n g an inter­
view with Gayle Parks on W P M D ' s 
" C o m m u n i t y Spotl ight" talk show, 
a i r ing o n A M 1700 at 11 a.m. every 
Thursday. 

C o n t e m p l a t i n g a t ragic escape, 
R o b e r s o n exper ienced an ep iphany 
whi le hav ing his feet h a n g i n g f rom 
the ledge. 

"My life flashed before m y eyes 
a n d t h e Lord spoke t o m e and said, 
'You've t r i ed eve ry th ing else so w h y 
no t t ry me? ' " 

That was all it t ook for Rober ­
son, a v ic t im of p o v e r t y a n d h o m e -
lessness, to take a few steps back 
and save his o w n life. 

As an accredi ted news a n c h o r 
tha t f requent ly in te rv iews gov­
e r n m e n t officials a n d en te r t a ine r s 
(www.cbn .com) , R o b e r s o n finds 
tha t be ing on television doesn ' t af­
fect his h u m b l e spirit because his 
roo ts lie in a life far from newswor ­
thy. 

R o b e r s o n says tha t all h e ever 
w a n t e d was to find himself. 

G r o w i n g u p as a chi ld in t he 
foster care system, Robe r son always 
found himself des i r ing a m e a n s ou t 
of his emo t iona l pa in . 

The Addiction 

H e admi t s to be ing , "a few d r u g s 
away from b e i n g homeless," in his 
y o u t h and s ta ted tha t h e used"recre­
at ional a n d p a r t y d rugs , all of which 
lead h i m to add ic t ion and poverty. 

Soon e n o u g h , R o b e r s o n found 
his e c o n o m i c stability spi ra l ing 
d o w n d u e t o his add ic t ions a n d 
w i n d e d u p o n Skid Row in Los A n ­
geles, " h o m e " to m a n y of t he city's 
homeless . 

"I spent two and a half years on 
Skid Row a n d h a d a long st int the re 
wi th d rugs , bu t I b o u n c e d back," h e 
admi t s , "and it was like m y e lephant 
bu r i a l yard." 

D r a g g i n g a long h i s c h i l d h o o d 
full of abuse a n d to r tu re , R o b e r s o n 
found it h a r d to "fit in." 

"I was always the o d d m a n out." 

He re so r t ed to finding b ro the r ­
h o o d in g roups such as The Black 
Pan the r s , a n d was despera te for a 
way to release his emo t iona l t r au ­
m a s . 

R o b e r s o n e n d e d u p t ry ing any­
t h i n g a n d every th ing , f rom M u s l i m 
prac t ices a n d chan t ing , to synch ro ­
n ized b rea th ing . 

"I jus t really wan ted to find me," 
h e says, "and unfo r tuna te ly I found 
an escape wi th drugs." 

After his e n c o u n t e r wi th "a 
h ighe r power," Robe r son inher i t ed a 
desi re t o succeed and leave b e h i n d 
the life of failure. 

"I k n e w I was be t t e r t h a n that," 
h e says, "so I got a j o b wi th M a y 
C o m p a n y w o r k i n g in t h e base ­
ment ." 

Soon his h u m b l e a t t i tude toward 

life w o u l d propel h i m u p to t he p o ­
si t ion he cur ren t ly ho lds wi th C N N 
News . 

"I~ vo lun tee red at a cable T V 
c o m p a n y a n d was given a b room," 
h e recalls, "but it t augh t m e to b e 
humble ." 

N o t only d id h e accept t he j an i ­
tor ia l dut ies of sweeping t he s tud io 
bu t t o o k it a s tep fur ther and b o u g h t 
glass c leaner a n d cleaned t he win­
d o w s as well. 

Whi l e p e r f o r m i n g his c lean­
ing chores , R o b e r s o n wou ld keep 
a close eye o n t h e camera m e n a n d 
h o w they h a n d l e d t he s tud io c a m ­
eras . 

Making it to the Top 

In n o t i m e R o b e r s o n was p re ­
sen ted wi th his "big bieak." 

Hi s first news j o b was to cover 
t he s tory of t he g r a n d o p e n i n g of 
n e w mov ie thea te r s t ha t were b e i n g 
bui l t in the city of Downey . 

"I shot f rom every angle k n o w n 
to mank ind , " h e says whi le chuck­
l ing. 

Lucky for Robe r son , h is desi re 
to d o t he j o b r ight l a n d e d h i m g o o d 
r e m a r k s wi th t he m a y o r of D o w n e y 
at the t ime . 

"The m a y o r to ld the s tud io to 
no t send anyone else except m e to 
cover the i r stories," h e said wi th a 
wide g r in across h is face. 

As t i m e w e n t on , R o b e r s o n b e ­
c a m e m o r e skillful in t h e profession, 
a n d skyrocketed h i s career wi th the 
offer of a j o b wi th C N N News . 

R o b e r s o n takes n o credi t for his 
a m a z i n g success, bu t rather , says, 
"If I 've accompl i shed any th ing , it's 

f rom the Lord w h o saved m e from 
a coca ine stupor." 

Missionary Works .,. 

R o b e r s o n is m o r e recent ly 
k n o w n for be ing a mot iva t iona l 
speaker and pas to r of O n Fire C h r i s ­
t ian Fel lowship church . 

F ind ing insp i ra t ion in Talpa 
Jalisco, Mexico , R o b e r s o n visits as 
regular ly as h e can , go ing as far as 
d r iv ing an a m b u l a n c e t r u c k p rov id ­
ed by Talpa's sister city Lynwood. 

R o b e r s o n m a k e s sure to t ake 
t he t i m e ou t of his b u s y schedule 
to reach back to his h u m b l e beg in ­
n ings a n d he lp those w h o are s tuck 
in s i tua t ions qui te like t he ones he 
lived t h r o u g h . 

"I w a n t t o go b a c k a n d he lp 

t hose on Skid Row," h e said, "and 
give t hose the re h o p e tha t t h e y can 
get out." 

Parks , Special Project Di rec tor 
a n d hos t of " C o m m u n i t y Spot l ight" 
r ad io show, s ta ted tha t she b r o u g h t 
R o b e r s o n o n he r s h o w to get s tu­
den t s to, "have faith a n d t ru s t t ha t 
t h e y will succeed in life (like R o b ­
erson)." 

Even t h o u g h Roberson 's s to ry 
has a h a p p y e n d i n g , Parks said, "I 
don ' t wan t s t uden t s t o t h i n k they 
have to give u p a n d b e c o m e h o m e ­
less to get (a be t t e r oppor tun i ty ) . " 

To tha t no t e , R o b e r s o n said, 
" W h e n you find w h a t you wan t to 
d o , jus t ( b r a n c h ou t ) , or s imply g rab 
a b room." 

For m o r e in fo rma t ion o n t he 
" C o m m u n i t y Spot l ight" ta lk show, 
visit www.ce r r i t o s . edu /wpmd . 

B u t Ley if I w a n t e d l o worlc for l l ie 

d e v i l I w o u l d k a v e j o i n e d f l ie Y o u n g 

R e p u b l i c a n s l o n g a g o . 
- Stick Gafiado, GE ajwl &e CbauB^msBf CoSsgE Tty 

N E W : Tech 
Talk keeps 
you saavy 

GE and the 
Community 
College Try 

NEW: 
Tues. Night 

J o u r n a l f s t J o u m a l i s t 

T h e Still Life: 
Beyond 
the Lx^ns 

Get blogging at tu Ion ma rks.com 

CLASSIFIEDS 
EMPLOYMENT 

Holiday Help 
Customer sales/ service 

Fall Expansion 
$16 base-appt, flexible schedules 

Will train, conditions apply 
Must be 18+ or older 

562-283-2883 

MISCELL ANOUS 
Toothache? 

Immediate Use Dental Plan. Save up to 75%. 
Call (888) 380-6337. 

Place your classified ad today! 

Place your classilied ad at a time convenient for you using 
our easy, secure online interface. 

Your ad gets TOTAL exposure...the power of print AND 
the immediacy of the internet! 

Your ad will be published on our high- traffic website just as it 
will appear in the printed version of our newspaper! 

WW WTALONMARKS.COM 

Supeiheroes don ' t 
a lways w e a r capes. 

If y o u h a v e n o t y e t c o m p l e t e d y o u r b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e a n d a r e a t 
l e a s t 22 y e a r s of a g e w i t h 60 c o l l e g e u n i t s : A P U c a n h e l p y o u e a r n 
y o u r d e g r e e o n e n i g h t a week f o r 1 9 m o n t h s , a n d b e c o m e a t e a c h e r 
t h r o u g h o u r h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t ( H D E V ) p r o g r a m . A P U o f f e r s a n i n n o ­
v a t i v e , a l t e r n a t i v e d e g r e e c o m p l e t i o n p r o g r a m a t s e v e n S o u t h e r n 
C a l i f o r n i a l o c a t i o n s , d e s i g n e d t o p r o v i d e s u b j e c t - m a t t e r p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
p r o s p e c t i v e e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l a n d K - 1 2 s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n t e a c h e r s . A P U 
a l s o o f f e r s o t h e r a d u l t d e g r e e c o m p l e t i o n p r o g r a m s i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
l e a d e r s h i p , n u r s i n g , c o m p u t e r i n f o r m a t i o n / m a n a g e m e n t i n f o r m a t i o n s y s ­
t e m s , a n d C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s h i p . 

O n c e y o u r h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e is c o h n p l e t e , y o u c a n 
m o v e s e a m l e s s l y i n t o A P U ' s c o m b i n e d t e a c h e r c r e d e n t i a l i n g a n d m a s ­
t e r ' s p r o g r a m s a t o n e o f o u r s e v e n S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a l o c a t i o n s . 1 

Call n o w l N e w c o h o r t s a r e f o r m i n g y e a r r o u n d . 

KUIV ' (626) 815-5301 

/ 4 

mmm, - AZUSA PACIFIC 
KiliA'W w w w . a p u . e d u / c a p s U N I V E R S I T Y 

KffEfjV a p s @ a p u . e d u 901 E. Alosta Ave. 
Azusa, CA, 9 1 7 0 2 

K-12, bachelor's to doctorate, w e know teaching. 

http://www.talonmarks.com
mailto:jsanchez6@talonmarks.com
http://www.cbn.com
http://www.cerritos.edu/wpmd
http://rks.com
http://WTALONMARKS.COM
http://www.apu.edu/caps
mailto:aps@apu.edu
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I Finished 
track brings more 
talent to the field 
Continued from page 1 
In te rscholas t ic Fede ra t ion m e e t s 
he r e every year," h e said. 

"The C I F State m e e t h a p p e n s at 
o u r s t a d i u m every o t h e r year, al ter­

na t ing b e t w e e n its 
flj N o r t h e r n Califor­

n ia loca t ion . 

"The S o u t h e r n 
Cal i fornia m e e t 
h a p p e n s he r e an ­
nually. 

"And W e also 
h o l d a CI F Mas te r s 
mee t t ha t b r ings in 
well over a t h o u ­
s a n d h igh school 
k ids . 

"This was o n e 
of t he m a i n reasons 
we were awarded 
t h e grant," Smi th 
conc luded . 

Track a n d Field 
Di rec to r D o u g 
Wells was exci ted 
t o hea r tha t Cer ­
r i tos h a d b e e n 
awarded t h e gran t . 

H e said tha t t he g ran t , a long 
w i t h t he local b o n d money , wil l 
h e l p Falcon S t ad ium b e c o m e o n e of 
t h e t o p t rack a n d field s t a d i u m s in 
t h e count ry . 

"it'i easier to 

recruit when 

you're so 

successfuf. It's 

even easier 

when you're 

successfuf and 

have a great 

faciCity. " 

- 'Daniet'E. 

Smith, 'Dean 

of fuaCth, $1. 

and'Athfetics 

S m i t h also said tha t th is g ran t 

b r ings Ce r r i t o s Col lege o n e s tep 

closer in achiev ing its goal of r e n o ­

va t ing t he s t a d i u m to an u p - t o - d a t e 

facility. 

"This g r an t will he lp o u r b o n d 

m o n e y go further," h e said. 

"It's jus t a smal l p o r t i o n of t h e 

m o n e y it'll t ake t o get t h e t r ack 

done." 

Smi th said t he major i ty of t he 

m o n e y will be c o m i n g f rom the 

G e n e r a l Obl iga t ion B o n d m e a s u r e 

tha t was approved b a c k in M a r c h 

2004. 

The G.O. B o n d p rov ides $210 

mi l l ion in fund ing t o u p d a t e t h e 50-

year -o ld c a m p u s . 

Because of t he m o n e y t he g ran t 

will p rov ide , Smi th sa id t h e college 

will n o w have "a p r e m i e r t r ack fa­

cility." 

Rel ish ing in t h e fact tha t t h e 

women ' s t rack t e a m w o n t h e state 

c h a m p i o n s h i p in May, Smi th ex­

pla ins w h y tha t fact, a long wi th the 

n e w t rack , will he lp ga the r interest 

in t h e p r o g r a m . 

"It's easier t o recru i t w h e n you ' re 

so successful. 

"It's even easier w h e n you ' re 

successful a n d have a great facility," 

h e said. 

Five empty 
seats get filled during 
board meetim 
Continued from page 1 
re la t ionsh ip wi th eve ryone h e works 
wi th . 

R o d r i g u e z will c o n t i n u e w i t h a 
w o r k i n g re la t ionsh ip w i t h faculty 
a n d s tuden t s , after m o r e t h a n a 22 -
year career at Cer r i to s Col lege as t h e 
c o o r d i n a t o r of Ca lWorks Services. 

Previous ly she se rved as a Stu­
d e n t Affairs ass is tant a n d p a r t - t i m e 
counse lo r i n t h e Financia l A id of­
fice, 

"I was ve ry exci ted w h e n vice 
p res iden t S tephen J o h n s o n to ld m e 
I h a d b e e n h i r e d " she c o m m e n t e d . 

Acco rd ing t o Rodr iguez , t he 
C a l W o r k s p r o g r a m is a, "federal 
a n d state welfare p r o g r a m wi th so ­
cial service l e a r n i n g for s tuden t s t o 
b e able t o work." 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t he C a l W o r k s 
p r o g r a m gives s t uden t s t h e o p p o r ­
tun i ty t o t ransfer for t he first t ime . 

It a lso gives s t uden t s t h e o p p o r ­
t u n i t y t o seek w o r k b o t h o n a n d otT 
c a m p u s . 

Smi th , w h o is t h e n e w d i rec to r 
of C o m m u n i t y Educa t ion p r o g r a m , 
p a r t of t he college's C o m m u n i t y , In ­
d u s t r y a n d Techno logy Educa t ion 
unit* he ld t h e pos i t ion of d i rec to r of 
Fos ter a n d Kinsh ip C a r e E d u c a t i o n 

PATRICIA SMITH 

s ince 2002. 
Smi th cou ld n o t b e reached for 

c o m m e n t b y press t ime . 
Wall lace is t he n e w d i rec to r of 

Publ ic a n d G o v e r n m e n t a l Affairs 
a n d wi th m o r e t h a n 25 years of ex­
pe r i ence . 

P r io r t o j o i n i n g Cer r i to s , h e 
w o r k e d at Pasadena Ci ty College as 
t h e Cal i fornia C o m m u n i t y College's 
Chance l lor ' s Office in Sac ramen to . 

Before h e was h i r ed h e worked 
as t h e Publ ic I n fo rma t ion Officer 
a n d Publ ica t ions Di rec to r for eight 
years . 

Wallace cou ld n o t be r eached for 
c o m m e n t . The nex t b o a r d m e e t i n g 
will b e t o d a y at 6 p .m . in the Che ry l 
A. Epple b o a r d r o o m . 

7 DAI SUGANO/ SAN JOSE MERCURY N E W S / M C T 
He's back: Governor Schwarzenegger celebrates another victory with California's first lady Maria Shriver after the results' showed that he had won on Nov. 7. 

OVSrriOn Results fail to satisfy CC 
Continued from page 1 

In September , t h e g o v e r n o r a n ­

n o u n c e d tu i t ion wou ld d r o p to 

$20 p e r un i t s ta r t ing in the spr ing , 

a h a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t G u e r r a felt 

w o u l d increase en ro l lmen t . 

At t he t i m e of the a n n o u n c e ­

m e n t Cer r i tos College Pres iden t 

Dr. Noel ia Vela said, "We ant ic ipate 

o n l y pos i t ive effects for s tuden t s 

a n d the i r families as t h e cost of at­

t e n d a n c e d r o p s a n d o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

go to college increases." 

Dec l in ing en ro l lmen t t h r o u g h ­

ou t t he state has been in pai t a t t r ib­

u t e d to t he ini t ial fee increases . 

- Cal i forn ians also rejected p leas 

from mov ie stars, fo rmer Pres iden t 

Bill C l i n ton a n d Mr. E n v i r o n m e n t 

himself, f o rmer Vice Pres iden t Al 

Gore , t o vote "yes" o n P ropos i t i on 

87 . 

The mass ive pub l i c works b o n d 

package tha t appea red o n t he ba l ­

lot as p ropos i t i ons 1A t h r o u g h IE , 

passed crea t ing a mass ive $37 bi l­

l ion b o r r o w i n g spree . The bond ' s 

pass ing is a n o t h e r v ic to ry for the 

governor , w h o m a d e it h i s t o p pr i ­

or i ty t o get t he package passed . 

" W h a t a fantast ic evening," 

Schwarzenegger said. "You k n o w I 

love d o i n g sequels." 

H e surv ived a t idal wave of Re­

pub l i can losses tha t gave t he D e m o ­

crats sweep ing con t ro l of t h e H o u s e 

a n d con t ro l of t he Senate by o n e 

m e m b e r . 

H e also m a n a g e d to survive h i s 

Special Elec t ion fiasco of last N o ­

v e m b e r tha t h a d his approva l ra t ings 

rac ing to the b o t t o m wi th Pres iden t 

Bush's. 

Yet, h i s approval r e m a i n s at t h e 

b o t t o m a m o n g s o m e Ce r r i t o s C o l ­

lege s tuden t s . 

Er ika Rodr iguez , p sycho logy 

major, said, "I w a n t e d to see s o m e 

change I 'm n o t satisfied because h e 

b roke a lot of t he p r o m i s e s h e d id 

f rom the beginning ." 

A c c o r d i n g to Juan Orozco , m e d ­

icine major, "if m o r e s tuden t s would 

of vote t he re-e lec t ion wouldn ' t of 

Immigrants tell untold stories 
NORMA PALACIOS 

A&E Editor 
arts@talonmarks.com 

Studen t s w h o s e pa ren t s m i ­

gra ted to t h e U S . can n o w tell the i r 

s tories in a p lay tha t is be ing devel­

o p e d for t h e sp r ing semes te r by ar t 

d e p a r t m e n t chair Rob in Huber . 

The w o r k i n g title for t he p lay is 

"Get t ing Here" a n d it will feature a 

cast t h a t will tell the s tory of p arents 

or s t uden t s w h o i m m i g r a t e d to t h e 

U.S. in a u n i q u e way. 

Aud i t i ons for t he play will b e 

he ld in January a n d t h e p lay will 

o p e n in M a r c h . 

S tuden t s can s u b m i t s to ry ideas 

for the u p c o m i n g play by visi t ing 

www.ce r r i tos . edu / thea t re a n d < lick­

ing u n d e r the "Get t ing There" P ro j ­

ect. 

H u b e r said tha t t he c r i t e i i i for 

s u b m i t t i n g t h e s tory are: 

The s tory m u s t be first-hand and 

the s to ry m u s t be t r u e they m u t t b e 

wr i t t en in first p e r s o n a n d the s to ry 

can b e r eco rded o r wr i t t en . 

The re is t he op t i on of t h e s to ry 

b e i n g a n o n y m o u s wi th cons ider ­

a t ion of a n immig ran t ' s legal s ta tus 

in t h e U.S. 

H u b e r exp la ined tha t t h e r eason 

w h y h e wan ted to feature t h e issue 

of i m m i g r a t i o n is because it h a s 

b e e n d i scussed lately in t h e news 

m e d i a . 

"There are s tereotypes as far as 

i m m i g r a t i o n is concerned ," H u b e r 

said, "and I w a n t t o s h o w tha t these 

p e o p l e are real." 

H e a d d e d t h a t p e o p l e don ' t on ly 

i m m i g r a t e f rom Mexico , b u t f rom 

o t h e r coun t r i e s as well, a n d so far 

the re have b e e n responses submi t ­

ted f rom faculty bu t h o p e s tha t 

the re will b e m o r e s tor ies s u b m i t t e d 

by s tuden t s as t h e o p e n i n g day a p ­

p roaches . 

S tuden t s said tha t t hey were 

u n a w a r e t h a t a play was b e i n g d e ­

ve loped , b u t a d d e d tha t t h e y were 

o p e n t o t h e idea of see ing the play. 

Michae l Zuluz ta , p sycho logy 

major, said tha t h is pa ren t s are f rom 

C h i n a a n d h e said tha t h e was in­

teres ted in see ing t he p lay b e c a u s e 

it was i m p o r t a n t " to see the se s to­

ries f rom a n o t h e r person 's p o i n t of 

view." 

H e also said h e h o p e s tha t by 

v iewing t he p lay tha t h e a n d o the r s 

will c o m e away wi th o p e n m i n d s t o ­

w a r d t he i m m i g r a t i o n issue. 

Mayra Flores, ar t major, said tha t 

t he p lay itself s eems in teres t ing , bu t 

if she was go ing to s u b m i t t h e s tory 

abou t h e r p a r e n t s w h o i m m i g r a t e d 

f rom Gua tema la , it m a y n o t b e well 

received. 

She a d m i t t e d tha t the i r s to ry 

isn't t ha t in te res t ing because h e r 

p a r e n t s d idn ' t have to s t ruggle to 

migra te . 

She s ta ted tha t he r pa ren t s im­

m i g r a t e d t o the U.S. after h e r g r a n d ­

father was t ransfer red from his j o b 

to California. 
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happened . " 

The g o v e r n o r also d r e w cr i t ic ism 

last m o n t h f rom s tuden t s w h e n h e 

ve toed a bill t h a t w o u l d have m a d e 

illegal i m m i g r a n t s illegible for fi­

nanc ia l aid. 

Schwarzenegger apologized to 

voters after h i s specia l -e lect ion de ­

bacle , last year. 

H e also shifted h is pol icies to 

t h e center . H e h i r e d a D e m o c r a t as 

his chief of staff a n d cut b ipa r t i s an 

deals to l imi t g lobal w a r m i n g . 

H e also c h a m p i o n e d b o o s t i n g 

t he m i n i m u m wage a n d c lashed 

wi th Bush over s e n d i n g the N a t i o n ­

al G u a r d to t h e Mexican b o r d e r and 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues. 

New club 
hopes to 
bring CC 
justice 

JOHN ACEVEDO 

StaffWriter 
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W i t h t h e he lp of s tuden t s , social 

jus t ice m a y b e c o m i n g to Ce r r i t o s 

College. 

Last Thu r sday m o r n i n g Social 

Science Bui ld ing r o o m 308 hos t ed 

t h e po ten t i a l S tuden ts for Social 

Just ice C lub d iscuss ing the g r o u n d ­

w o r k t o get t h e club u p a n d going. 

I n on ly t h e s econd mee t ing , the 

club's m a i n c o n c e r n was fundra i s -

ing in o r d e r t o p u t different events 

o n c a m p u s toge ther ; i nc lud ing ar t 

exhib i t ions , m u s i c pe r fo rmances , 

sc reen ings a n d c o m e d y shows. 

A d r i a n a Cervan tes , cofounder , 

said t h e SSJ wan t s t o give s tuden t s a 

creat ive out le t , o n e w h e r e t h e y can 

express the i r ideas a n d c o n c e r n s 

abou t social issues. 

" O n e of o u r goals is t o bu i ld 

l eadersh ip a n d conf idence a m o n g 

s tuden t s , especial ly w i t h i n o u r 

club," she said. 

A m o n g t h e topics d i scussed 

d u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g were c lub logo, 

flyer p r o d u c t i o n a n d bu i ld ing pa r t ­

ne r sh ip s wi th o t h e r c lubs o n c a m ­

pus . 

C u r r e n t events like t he revolt 

in Oaxaca , Mexico , i m m i g r a t i o n 

laws in the U.S. a n d t h e D o n a l d 

Rumsfeld res igna t ion were also d i s ­

cussed. 

F u r t h e r i n fo rma t ion r ega rd ing 

events a n d m e e t i n g s will b e pos t ed 

a r o u n d c a m p u s t h r o u g h o u t t he 

c o m i n g weeks. 

http://www.talonmarks.com
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Elected leaders can save Earth 
The defeat of intel l igence a n d foresight, as bes t 

exemplif ied by the defeat of P ropos i t i on 87 in t h e 
M i d - t e r m Elect ion, is no t on ly d i shea r t en ing , b u t it 
pu t s t he p ressure back o n o u r elected leaders to lead 
t he fight against global w a r m i n g . 

P ropos i t i on 87 w o u l d have b e e n a r emarkab le 
s tep t o w a r d a c leaner e n v i r o n m e n t . The ini t iat ive was 
go ing to establish a $4 bi l l ion a l ternat ive fuel p r o ­
g ram, funded by tax of 1.5 pe rcen t to 6 pe rcen t , o n 
p r o d u c e r s of oil ex t rac ted i n Cal i fornia . 

The p r o g r a m was des igned to r e d u c e oil a n d 
gasol ine usage b y 25 pe rcen t , wi th research a n d p r o ­
d u c t i o n incent ives for a l ternat ive energy, a l ternat ive 
ene rgy vehicles, ene rgy efficient t echnologies , a n d 
for educa t ion a n d t r a in ing- all s teps in r e d u c i n g the 
a m o u n t of fossil fuels t ha t have po l lu t ed t he E a r t h 
a n d suffocated its inhab i tan t s . 

The p r o b l e m wi th th i s p ropos i t i on is tha t its c re­
a tors a t t empted to p u t t he decis ion in t he h a n d s of 
t he average Cal i fornia voter. 

I h e average Cal i fornia voter is e i ther u n i f o r m e d 
a n d p a r a n o i d or i n f o r m e d solely by T V ads. 

P ropos i t ion 87 was a tax and ou r legislators are 
supposed to d o the taxing. 

I h e reason we elect m e n a n d w o m e n to r ep resen t 
us is because t h e y are s u p p o s e d to b e smar t e r a n d 
wiser t h a n t h e idiot w h o dr ives a H u m m e r to t he li­
q u o r across t he s t reet f rom his house . 

Lawmaker s are s u p p o s e d to pro tec t t ha t w h i c h 
can't p ro tec t itself, such as t he e n v i r o n m e n t . 

Poli t icians e n d e d slavery, ou t lawed Jim Crow, 
voted to fight Hi t le r a n d have created n u m e r o u s laws 
des igned to p ro tec t the fragile a n d voiceless. 

If Pres iden t Lincoln w o u l d have left his decis ion 
m a k i n g to his cons t i tuen t s , t h e n slavery m a y have 
survived for years after h i s t enure . 

California's leaders left it u p to us a n d we let o u r 
ch i ld ren d o w n . 

P ropos i t ion 87 was s u p p o r t e d by s o m e of t he 
greatest A m e r i c a n m i n d s to da te . 

The major i ty of t h e "Yes o n 8 7 " c a m p a i g n was 
funded by Steve Bing, a real estate developer , film p r o ­
ducer , a n d ph i l an th rop i s t , con t r i bu t ed $39,058,000. 
Goog le co founder L a r r y Page gave $1,000,000. 

O t h e r s u p p o r t e r s inc luded fo rmer Pres iden t Bill 
C l in ton , fo rmer v ice-pres iden t Al Gore , Senator 
Barack O b a m a (D-Il l . ) , N o b e l - p r i z e - w i n n i n g sci­
ent is t Dr. M a r i o Mol ina , fo rmer Secre tary of State 
Made le ine Albr ight , fo rmer U.N. A m b a s s a d o r Rich­
a rd Ho lb rooke , a n d Sena tor D i a n n e Feinste in . 

Mos t of wh ich were elected or appo in t ed leaders 
tha t w o u l d have m a d e the r ight decis ion. 

So we m u s t call o n o u r elected leader, G o v e r n o r 
A r n o l d Schwarzenegger (o fulfill his p r o m i s e to t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t . We can on ly h o p e tha t h is t e n u r e in of­
fice will n o t b e m a r k e d b y b r o k e n p r o m i s e s a n d spe­
cial- interest pa r t i s ansh ip . 

If the gove rno r feels t ha t his l ands l ide has given 
h i m a t icket t o r ide th i s state as he o n c e t r ied , t h e n h e 
be t t e r b e wil l ing to explain to the you th w h y h e won' t 
s t and u p for its future. It's a bit sca ry cons ider ing , 
Schwarzenegger o p p o s e d 37 despi te c l a iming h e was 
t r y ing to lead us t o w a r d an ene rgy efficient future . 

Globa l w a r m i n g hasn ' t go t ten any better . Califor­
n i a is see ing r ecord hea t waves in t he win te r a n d it 
seems tha t every wor ld p o w e r bu t t he U.S. is actively 
c h a n g i n g the course for t he better . 

It's i m p o r t a n t for t he ci t izens of Cal i fornia to get a 
voice, bu t lets face it; t h e voice has to be intell igent. 

W h i l e it r e m a i n s every ci t izens d u t y to fight g lob­
al w a r m i n g at h o m e by b u y i n g ene rgy efficient l ight 
bu lbs , keep ing the p o w e r off w h e n it's n o t n e e d e d 
a n d t ry ing to keep travel as e n v i r o n m e n t fr iendly as 
possible , it r ema ins Schwarzenegger ' s a n d the rest of 
Sacramento 's d u t y to en su re tha t Cal i fornia leads t he 
way in to a fresher, c leaner future. I I . L U S T R M I B N > B Y > A X A Y A C A T L A R T U R O N E V A R E Z 
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Murder, carnage and apathy in America 
Decades after the Holocaust 
society remains in a violent 
rut fueled by ignorance 

W h e n it c o m e s to l e n d i n g an ear to the ef­
fects of t he wors t in humani ty , the wor ld has n o t 
l ea rned its lesson. 

The t r agedy of t he Ho locaus t o c c u r r e d m o r e 
t h a n 70 years ago, a n d even now, p e o p l e are in 
denia l tha t it ever occu r red . 

Acco rd ing to A a r o n Brei tbar t , sen ior re ­
searcher at t he S imon W i e s e n t h a l Center , w h o 
spoke o n the Holocaus t at a te leconference hos t ­
ed b y Ce r r i t o s Col lege on Nov. 6, this den ia l is 
often ou t of an idealist ic n o t i o n of t he way they 
h o p e the wor ld would be. 

It is a d i s h o n o r t o t he peop le ravaged a n d 
t o r n by t h e o rdea l t o d i s regard it. 

The wor ld stayed silent all t hose years ago, 
choos ing to ignore t he s i lenced v ic t ims of g e n o ­
cide. 

N o b o d y w a n t e d to b e c o m e involved in t h e 
"Jewish quest ion." 

It resul ted in a mass apa thy toward the ve ry 
idea of life itself, as mi l l ions were m u r d e r e d . 

Are we any different today? 
Have t h e decades a n d available ed u ca t i o n 
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changed us in the least? 
Sadly, t he answer is negat ive. 
In reality, un less s o m e o n e is pe rsona l ly af­

fected by an event in s o m e way, h e often has n o 
in teres t in the mat ter . 

In A m e r i c a in pa r t i cu la r we have too m u c h 
go ing on , o u r lives are t o o full to care abou t t h e 
wor ld a r o u n d us . 

S o m e t h i n g h e a r d on t h e news m i g h t create a 
spa rk of s y m p a t h y a n d sadness , unt i l a favorite 
television show begins , a n d all is forgot ten. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t c o m e s first for Amer ica . 
If it's n o t en te r t a in ing , it's n o t w o r t h pay ing 

a t ten t ion . 
A n d yet, it m a y b e this very e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 

tha t is responsib le , at least in pa r t , for th is apathy, 
as peop le b e c o m e so ca l loused to%vard t h e t r u t h , 
reality, a n d devas ta t ion tha t is all a r o u n d us . 

It's b e e n said tha t those w h o don ' t l ea rn f rom 
h i s to ry are b o u n d to repea t it. 

W h i l e t he Ho locaus t is pas t i n d we c a n n o t 
change tha t , we can m a k e a change in t he s ta tus 

of t he wor ld today, a n d for the future. 

G e n o c i d e , r ac i sm, a n d ha te s u r r o u n d us . 

In such l ight, can we ignore t h e silent cries of 

t he peop le of Darfur , w h e r e t he Sudanese gov­

e r n m e n t is t e r ror iz ing , s ta rv ing , a n d ki l l ing its 

o w n people? 

C a n we c o n d e m n the U.S. for s t epp ing in to 

I r aq to p u t an e n d to t he genoc ide ca r r ied o u t by 

S a d d a m Husse in? 

The wor ld seems to have forgot ten t h e c r imes 

against h u m a n i t y tha t have been go ing o n in o u r 

o w n lifet ime. 

Hussein 's c a m p a i g n s against the Kurds in 

the 1980s k n o w n as Anfal left 180,000 civilians 

dead . 

A m e r i c a has a h i s to ry of closing its ears t o 

t he p a i n a n d suffering resu l t ing from a t roc ious 

c r imes against human i ty , a n d its pleas for he lp . 

Let us n o t close o u r ears again t o t h e cries 

a r o u n d us . 

It cou ld be as s imple as vo lun tee r ing t ime , e n ­

e rgy a n d hea r t , d o n a t i n g money , ra is ing aware­

ness of t h e t r u t h . 

K n o w y o u r h i s to ry a n d learn f rom it. 

Reach o u t to a ne ighbor , na t iona l a n d in ter­

na t iona l a n d b e c o m e an active m e m b e r of t h e 

global c o m m u n i t y . 

Oh behave: 
S i r Elton 

gets political 
Musician Elton John chastised religion in an 
interview with "The Observer's" special gay 
edition of "Musk Monthly Magazine" which 
hk the stands in the UK on Saturday. 

"Religion promotes the 
hatred and spite against 
gays. I would ban religion 
completely. It turns 
people into really hateful 
lemmings." 

In that same interview the gay 
artist addressed issues of violence 
aimed at the gay community. 

"I'm just a performer who 
plays people some music, 
but I'm also a gay man. 
Leave us (gays) alone. 
We don't want to harm 
anybody." 

W h a t d o y o u t h i n k a b o u t t h e e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s ? 
C O M P I L E D BY: O S C A R C A T Z I N 
P H O T O S BY: FLOR LIZARRAGA 

41P liB 

A L E X S A L A S 

business major 
"I wasn't happy because I 
don't like Schwarzenegger, 
he's racist." 

I S A B E L D A V I L A 

performing arts major 
"I was disappointed with 
the results, however I wasn't 
surprised because organized 
crime has taken over our po­
litical system now more than 
ever. California has become a 
blue state." 

J A Q U E Z H O I M E S 

culinary arts major 
"There could've been bet­
ter outcomes if everyone 
would've voted, but I guess 
they're fine." 

J A N N E T V A S Q U E Z 

education major 
"Honestly, I didn't vote, but 
I'm not happy that Arnold 
was re-elected. I don't like him 
because he doesn't like Mexi­
cans." 

M I L T O N G I R O N 

political science major 
"I was satisfied with the re­
sults of this election because 
I knew the outcome would be 
as it is now." 

R I C H A R D F E R N A N D E Z 

business major 
"It was OK that Schwarzeneg­
ger was re-elected, because 
although he's a Republican, 
he's got a Democratic touch." 
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Republicans pay for sins 
Why the GOP let 
sins defeat it in the 
mid-term election 

O n Nov. 7 t he cit izens of t he 
Uni t ed States went to t he poles a n d 
voted. 

The resul t was d i s tu rb ing . 
The D e m o c r a t s w o n b o t h h o u s ­

es of Congress : t he H o u s e of Repre ­
sentat ives a n d even t he Senate . 

A m e r i c a n s went to t he po les in 
f rus t ra t ion toward t he old Congres s 
a n d "supposedly" voted for change . 

This s to ry is r emin i scen t of a 
Bible s to ry in t he O l d Tes tament , 
it is the s to ry in t he b o o k of Joshua 
called "The Sin of Akhan." 

The s tory goes tha t in t he days 
long after t he d e p a r t u r e the chil­
d r e n of Israel were lead by Joshua to 
the P r o m i s e d Land. 

I n t h e p rocess G o d told the p e o ­
ple to fight the Gent i les w h o i n h a b ­
i ted t he l and so tha t they cou ld live 
in t h e ho ly land . 

H e also to ld t h e m d o no t take 
any of t he be longings of t hose p e o ­
ple because t h e y were accursed . 

Joshua a n d t h e Israeli tes l is­
tened . Everyone except one m a n 
n a m e d A k h a n . 

This m a n d id n o t l is ten to tha t 
one c o m m a n d m e n t of God . 

In o n e of the bat t les against the 

Elssk 
Staff ffr f̂lfci;*: • 
ffinzk$6@tGhnrrtarkic.Qm J 

Gent i les , A k h a n went to o n e of t he 
ten t s of t he peop le tha t t h e Israelites 
were c o n q u e r i n g a n d t o o k t h e fine 
th ings of t hose people . 

This was very w r o n g a n d t h e Is­
raeli tes pa id for it in a future bat t le . 

W h e n the Israeli tes wen t to ba t ­
tle against wha t they t h o u g h t was a 
weak little Gent i le city, t h e y were 
ut ter ly a n d miserab ly defeated in a 
h u m i l i a t i n g way. 

A k h a n wen t u p a n d r epen t ed 
a n d confessed the sins h e h a d c o m ­
mi t t ed in sight of G o d . H e a n d h i s 
family were forgiven bu t still h a d to 
b e pu t to dea th . 

The Republ ican p a r t y a n d the 
ch i ld ren of Israel f rom tha t s to ry 
have s o m e t h i n g in c o m m o n . 

I h e y are b o t h t he g o o d guys 
in the i r respect ive s tor ies a n d they 
b o t h were defeated by the i r enemies 
because t hose a m o n g t h e m h a d 
t ransgressed in the sight of G o d . 

W i t h i n the Republ ican Pa r ty 
t he re were also s o m e A k h a n s . 

Some examples are: 
• Disgraced , fo rmer Evangelical 

p r eache r Ted Hagga rd 
• F o r m e r C o n g r e s s m e n M a r k 

Foley (R-Fl.) 

F o r m e r C o n g r e s s m e n R a n d y 

"Duke" C u n n i n g h a m (R-Calif.) 

• F o r m e r C o n g r e s s m e n Bob N e y 

(R-OH) 

The list goes o n a n d on . 

The lesson l ea rned from these 

two stories is tha t if you ' re on the 

side of t he p ro tagon i s t don ' t d o 

s o m e t h i n g mora l ly w r o n g to screw 

it u p for your t e a m of good guys. 

Here's s o m e g o o d advice from 

Joshua 7:12-13. G o d was speak ing 

to Joshua saying: 

"Therefore t h e ch i ld ren of Israel 

cou ld no t s t and before the i r en ­

emies , b u t t u r n e d the i r backs before 

the i r enemies , because t h e y have 

b e c o m e d o o m e d t o des t ruc t ion . 

"Get u p , Sanctify t he peop le , 

a n d say Sanctify yourselves for t o ­

m o r r o w because t hus says t he Lord 

G o d of Israel: 

"There is an accursed t h i n g in 

y o u r mids t , O Israel; you c a n n o t 

s t and before y o u r er .emies un t i l 

you take t he accursed t h i n g from 

among." 

So i n o the r words , Republ icans 

n e e d to feel so r ry for t he scandals 

t h a t h a p p e n e d . 

Fix your mis takes , get God's for­

giveness, w o r k ha rd in t he next elec­

t ions a n d if v ic to ry is a t ta ined in t he 

nex t two elect ions m a k e sure these 

sc rew ups never h a p p e n again. 

WAU&vKij irJW UM8AU6H, 
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Bill Gates is a virtual god 
In a PC controlled 
world Microsoft is 
the king of kings 

Microsoft plays G o d . 
In t he past , we all were n e w to 

c o m p u t e r s . N o w we have c o m p u t e r s 
in o u r h o m e s , in o u r jobs a n d we 
jus t c a n n o t funct ion w i thou t t h e m . 

Believe it or n o t a lmos t all p e o ­
ple w h o have c o m p u t e r s use M i ­
crosoft W i n d o w s , for a lmos t every 
p u r p o s e imaginable . 

Microsoft has b e e n m o n o p o l i z ­
ing t he ope ra t i on system software 
for years . W e are ta lk ing abou t a lit­
tle over a decade now, a n d it wou ld 
seem tha t Microsoft is t he on ly 
choice for c o n s u m e r s . 

I a d m i t that Microsoft was great 
w h e n W i n d o w s 95 h a d c o m e to the 
scene, b u t n o w we are nea r t h e e n d 
of 2006, isn't t i m e to have a change? 

N o w wi th t he n e w Microsoft 
W i n d o w s Vista very quickly ap ­
p r o a c h i n g its d u e da te , it s eems tha t 
t h e on ly way is t he Microsoft way. 

O f cour se the re are m a n y alter­
nat ives to t he W i n d o w s ope ra t i ng 

Paul 

Galvan 

sys tem, b u t for m a n y those are far 
t oo complex for the average use r to 
navigate . 

For example the re is Microsoft 's 
arch rival, Linux. Linux is a lot s im­
ilar to W i n d o w s . 

The on ly flaw is tha t in o rde r to 
even u n d e r s t a n d half t h e i t ems tha t 
it offers, o n e m u s t be a c o m p u t e r 
ne rd . L inux has recent ly m a d e its 
ope ra t i ng system even m o r e use r 
fr iendly for its n o n - g e e k y c u s t o m ­
ers. The on ly p r o b l e m is that it is no t 
very popula r . 

W i t h tha t as a major flaw, it 
wou ld seem tha t Microsoft gains 
po ten t i a l to d o m i n a t e t he software 
p laying field even further. 

W h a t does this m e a n for you? 
Well w h e n you b u y a n e w c o m ­

puter , a n d w o n d e r w h y w i n d o w s is 
so b u g g y or w o n d e r if it's wide o p e n 
for at tacks from hackers a n d such, 
b l a m e tha t o n Microsoft . 

N o t on ly d o you have to b u y a 

n e w PC, bu t w h e n you do , you m u s t 

also b u y the software to r u n y o u r 

n e w P C or else its go ing to b e a re­

ally nice p a p e r weight . 

W i n d o w s is no t cheap! For jus t 

t he basics it is abou t $100. If you 

also w a n t t he latest ve i s ion of Of­

fice, it will cost you $250. 

That is jus t t he software a lone, 

again we shou ld have some m o r e 

fr iendly a l ternat ive t h e n hav ing a 

d i r ty window. 

Wi th Linux, t he pi ice has al­

ways h a s b e e n reasonable at t he 

cost of a s imple d o w n l o a d . W i t h its 

free p r o g r a m s bu i l t in , they m i r r o r 

tha t of Microsoft Office and A d o b e 

P h o t o s h o p a n d has o t h e r great free 

p r o g r a m s . 

O n e poss ib le so lu t ion is to jus t 

switch, and get an Apple Mac in to sh . 

Everyone loves a Mac , i i^h t? 

The p r o b l e m wi th tha t is t he 

pr ice tag. The pr ice is far t oo m u c h 

for m o s t s tuden t s . 

Microsof t has n o p lans to s low 

d o w n a n d it seems tha t the a l te rna­

tives are s lowing to a s t and still. 

It looks l ike we are go ing to have 

t o d o th i s Microsoft 's way, a n d b e i n g 

a slave of Microsof t isn't cheap . 

O p i n i o n s a r e l i k e e x c u s e s . . . 

But we still want to hear yours 

Post a Comment 

: AiJdOarKSStia 
tt*. <Q<v 

, i •* - » 

IT'S NOT ABOUT PLAT! 
r,ETXEE TO TFCE M I T O R 

>RT. -«« Wtet T«« Z »*!U 

Grade us story by story online 
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Email editor@talonmarks.com with any 
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staff member's opinion 

Do it the old fashion way by writing a 
letter and bringing to FA42 or mailing it 

to 11110 Alondra Blvd. Norwalk, CA 
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MLA concert promotes club with help 
NORMA PALACIOS 

A&EEditor 
arts@talonmarks.com 

W i t h t he he lp of t h e b a n d "The 
Chris t ines ," m e m b e r s of t h e Fem i ­
nis t Major i ty Leadersh ip All iance 
he ld a concer t to p r o m o t e its c lub 
last Thursday in Falcon Square . 

In add i t ion , t he club was also 
sell ing i tems such as c o n d o m s , t a m ­
p o n ho lde r s a n d F M L A stickers, as 
well as giving ou t copies of the club's 
z ine. 

Besides c lub p r o m o t i o n , Janet te 
Rodr iguez , psychology major a n d 
F M L A m e m b e r said, "(It's also) to 
let s tuden t s k n o w tha t t h e y shou ld 
no t be a s h a m e d to ca r ry a r o u n d a 
c o n d o m o r t a m p o n holders ." 

She a d d e d tha t d u r i n g the "Dia 
D e Los M u e r t o s " celebrat ion on Nov. 
2 t he club received posi t ive feedback 
f rom s tuden t s as t h e y wa lked by and 
asked ques t ions abou t t he c lub itself 
a n d t he i tems s o l d ; — -

Thursday 's event also got s o m e 
posi t ive feedback. 

Brenda Franco , u n d e c i d e d m a ­
jor, said that it was t he first t i m e 
tha t she h e a r d of t he b a n d "The 
Chris t ines ," "but I l ike t h e m u s i c 
because t he t w o ( b a n d m e m b e r s ) 

are chicks." 
She a d d e d tha t she w o u l d check 

ou t the band 's MySpace page. 

A l t h o u g h the b a n d h a d a 
MySpace page F e r n a n d o G o m e z , 
psycho logy major, n o t e d tha t it 
seems like everyone has a MySpace 
page which to h i m is "creepy." 

H e went on to say, "but if the 
b a n d was sell ing C D s o n its web 
page or o the r p r o m o t i o n a l i tems I'd 
b u y them." 

However , Mar i a C r u z , g raph ic 
des ign major, a n d Yara Leon , b i o ­
c h e m i s t r y major, h a d two different 
po in t s of view toward t he m u s i c 
tha t was be ing played to he lp p r o ­
m o t e FMLA. 

" W h a t the b a n d is do ing is ex­
press ing themselves t h r o u g h m u ­
sic," C r u z said, "and the re is n o t h i n g 
w r o n g wi th that." 

Leon said, "The m u s i c is alr ight 
a n d t he mus ic is or ig inal a n d n o t 
on ly tha t , bu t f rom hea r ing t h e m u ­
sic for t he first t i m e it s eems tha t t he 
b a n d has potential ." 

Barbara Mueller , F M L A adviser, 
c o m m e n t e d tha t t he m e m b e r s h a d 
ta lked abou t ho ld ing an event to 
p r o m o t e t he club. 

"I t h i n k this event is a great way 

for t he club to p r o m o t e itself," she 

con t inued , "because it wou ld (give) 

w o m e n interest a n d probabil i t ies ." 

"Having th is event also is a way 

to show the ta len t t h e r e is wi th in 

FMLA." 

She conc luded tha t w i th th i s first 

concer t even t it w o u l d b e a great 

s ta r t ing po in t for s tuden t s w h o w a n t 

to find ou t m o r e abo u t F M L A . 

Afterward, Daisy Salas, a s t u d e n t 

f rom Cal State Long Beach a n d half 

of "The Chris t ines ," said tha t despi te 

t he ho t wea the r it t u r n e d ou t t o b e 

a g o o d show. 

"There was posi t ive feedback 

from t h e crowd," she said. She also 

s ta ted tha t s o m e t i m e s l he re w o u l d 

b e a c rowd that is quie t bu t tha t 

d idn ' t h a p p e n d u r i n g he r perfor­

m a n c e . 

Desp i te t he re b e i n g technica l 

difficulties d u r i n g t h e p e r f o r m a n c e , 

h e r sister a n d b a n d m a t e Ja ime Sa­

las, psycho logy major a n d F M L A 

m e m b e r , said, "You as i pe r fo rmer 

just have to n o t s top a n d keep go­

ing." 

The duo's mothe r , N o r m a Sa­

las, said tha t she t h o u g h t b o t h d id 

a great j ob . 

NORMA PALACIOS/TM 
Rocking out loud: [from left) Cal State Long Beach student Daisy Salas collaborates with Amanda Estrada, English major 
and FMLA member, and her sister Jamie Salas, psychology major and FMLA member during free concert last Thursday in 
Falcon Square. 
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W h e n t h e or ig ina l "Mar io vs. 
D o n k e y Kong" d e b u t e d t w o years 
ago, p layers f o u n d themse lves o n 
a puzz l ing adven tu r e t o rescue t h e 
scat tered "Min i -Mar io" toys . 

O n Sept. 25 "Mar io vs. D o n ­
key Kong: M a r c h of t he M i n i s " for 
N i n t e n d o DS was released a n d this 
t i m e a r o u n d , players are able to take 
con t ro l of t h e m e c h a n i c a l M a r i o s 
di rect ly as they rescue t h e beaut i ful 
Pau l ine from D o n k e y Kong. 

There are m o r e t h a n 80 levels 
w h e r e you have to lead t h e M i n i -
Mar io s tha t , a l t hough smal l in size, 
have m a n y abilit ies t o defeat t he 
m a n y dange r s tha t t h e levels have. 

Power -ups such as m a g n e t i c 
boo t s , fire flowers a n d the classic 
D o n k e y K o n g h a m m e r , are t he re t o 
help t he M i n i - M a r i o s comple te t he 
ques t a r o u n d e n e m y cri t ters , na tu ­
ral haza rds , a n d fiendish t raps . 

In add i t ion to t he p o w e r - u p s , 
players also have t he abili ty to m a ­
n ipu la te the e n v i r o n m e n t , such as 
m o v i n g b lock b r idges , o p e n i n g wa­
ter valves a n d sp inn ing p la t forms 
a n d of course , there's n o Mar io 
g a m e wi thou t w a r p p ipes tha t can 
be found in a b u n d a n c e in th is n e w 
game . 

Tapping a n d sl iding t he t o u c h 
screen man ipu la t e s the M a r i o s a n d 
the e n v i r o n m e n t . 

For the m o s t pa r t , t h e t o u c h 
c o m m a n d s work well, bu t t he g a m e 
occasional ly mis in t e rp re t s your 
ges tures . 

W h i l e mino r , these mis takes 
usual ly e n d u p cos t ing the player 
p o i n t s . 

C o m p l e t i n g a level is really 
qui te easy. 

It is ra ted E after all, bu t mas te r ­
ing it can be a bit m o r e difficult. 

Just because you can beat a level 
o n y o u r first try, it doesn ' t m e a n it 
won' t take you a ha l f -hour or m o r e 
to earn a perfect score. 

At the e n d of each wor ld , it's 
t i m e to defeat t he big ape DK. Here 
you'l l need to avoid t he obstacles 
tha t he'll t h r o w at you, whi le shoo t ­
ing y o u r M i n i - M a r i o s ou t of a can­
n o n in an a t t empt to nail t he ugly, 
big a n d crazy monkey . 

Orchestra performs Romantic Period 
VETTA BOGDANOFF 

StaffWriter 
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The Cer r i to s College O rch es t r a 
exchanged a gues t o rches t ra in or­
d e r to share t he stage wi th t he Cer­
r i tos P i a n o a n d Str ing E n s e m b l e in 
the S tuden t Cen t e r last Thursday, for 
t he O r c h e s t r a Exchange C o n c e r t . 

Three g roups f rom the P i a n o 
a n d St r ing Ensemble , t aught by m u ­
sic i n s t ruc to r Dr. Chr i s t i ne Lopez, 
p e r f o r m e d ons tage as p a r t of t h e 
class m i d t e r m . 

Lynn Smi th , cellist, said tha t 
t h e y were all pass ing pe r fo rmances . 

The g r o u p s p e r f o r m e d in se­
q u e n c e Al legre t to from Trio in D, 
O p . 22, No . 1 by M u z i o C lemen t i , 
Al legro Assai f rom B r a n d e n b u r g 
C o n c e r t o No . 2 in F Major by J.S. 
Bach, a n d Allegro Assai f rom Trio 
No. 6 in B Flat Major by W.A. M o ­
zart . 

Fa ten Bebawi, pianis t , said tha t 
a l t hough she m a d e a mis take she 
was able t o go on, and she felt she 

d id well. 

Fol lowing the i r pe r fo rmances , 

Dav id Be tancour t , m u s i c i n s t r u c ­

tor, led t he orches t ra t h r o u g h its 

p r o g r a m m a t i c p e r f o r m a n c e of four 

romant ica l ly t h e m e d pieces . 

Smi th said tha t p r o g r a m m a t i c 

p ieces tell a story. 

Be t anco u r t said tha t all t h e p iec ­

es were f rom t h e R o m a n t i c Pe r iod 

o r later. 

The large aud ience was an ener­

gizing force for t he mus ic ians . 

"At m o m e n t s , eve rybody was ex­

ci ted by t he sheer sound," h e said. 

H e o p e n e d t he orchest r i perfor­

m a n c e wi th a bit of h i s to ry by lead­

ing "The Grea t S teamboat Race." 

"The piece depic t s a his tor ic 

event ( that took place) on the Mis­

sissippi River," he said. 

The s o u n d of t r ead ing water was 

achieved t h r o u g h o u t t he piece by 

shak ing mi lk jugs filled wi th water. 

C o m m e n t i n g o n this , Be t ancour t 

joked , "It's no t easy, believe m e . 

S o m e of ( the s tudents ) h a d to go 
h o m e and w o r k out." 

Secondly, it p e r f o r m e d "Mars", 
"The Br inger of War," from "The 
Plane ts" by Gus tav Hoist . 

H e said that d u r i n g the th i rd 
piece, D a n s e Macabre , O p . 40, by 
Cami l le Saint -Saens , "All t he goblins 
a n d all t h a t is evil in t he n igh t are 
abou t to p a r t y at t he s t roke of mid ­

n igh t . You'll hea r t h e pa r ty go o n till 
m o r n i n g , a n d all will dissipate." 

H w a n Lee, mus i c major, found 
the p e r f o r m a n c e insp i r ing . "I 
t h o u g h t it was great," h e said. After 
h e a r i n g t he orches t ra pe r fo rm, h e 
said tha t he m a y jo in t h e class. 

The final piece was o n e wr i t t en 
by Jean Sibelius, "Finlandia." P r o ­
v id ing a br ief c o m m e n t a r y , Be tan ­

cou r t said tha t it was wr i t ten for the 
c o m m o n peop le of Fin land . U n b e ­
k n o w n s t tha t it was wr i t t en in defi­
ance against it, t he F inn i sh govern­
m e n t accep ted it. 

N e w mus ica l exper iences were 
p a r t of t he conce r t for John Paul 
Medeni l la , u n d e c i d e d major, w h o 
a t t ended the event to hea r a fr iend 
p e r f o r m . "I l iked it," h e said. 
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Youn 
Basketball team 
struggles through 
rebuilding process 

STEVEN MARTIN 
W e i v s Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

sten 

A d d i n g n e w players to any t eam 
can b r ing about re juvenat ion and 
youthfulness . But a long wi th those 
quali t ies also comes inexper ience 
a n d inconsis tency. 

I h e Cer r i tos College men's 
basketbal l t e am is going t h r o u g h 
a re juvenat ion of its o w n as it lost 
all five of last year's s tar ters d u e to 
transfer or ineligibility. On ly one 
player, guard Lawrence Rob inson , 
is back from last year's t eam. 

After bare ly defeat ing Mira -
Cos ta College 89-87 last W e d n e s ­
day the team's incons i s tency a n d 
inexper ience caught u p t o it t w o 
days later as it lost to Pa lomar Col ­
lege 87-76, pu t t i ng its record at an 
even 1-1. 

Cer r i tos head coach Ga ry Ca in 
said about the P a l o m a r game , "We 
didn ' t play as ha rd as we did against 
Mi raCos ta , bu t it's typical of an in­
exper ienced t eam. 

"It's going to take us a couple of 
games to work th ings out . We have 

been compe t ing , bu t we're going 
to have show (a greater) improve­
ment ," he said. 

G u a r d Clyde Thomas has led 
the t e am in scor ing averaging 12. 5 
po in t s in t he past two games 

In the win against t he Spar tans , 
t he Falcons led for m o s t of the 
game; in ins tances leading by as 
m a n y as 15. But as the second half 
w o u n d d o w n , t he Falcons s tar ted 
to see its lead wind d o w n as well. 

But key back- to -back free 
t h rows from g u a r d Jerell Elder a n d 
Clyde T h o m a s d u r i n g the final 30 
seconds of the four th quar t e r wou ld 
save the game for the Falcons 

"Mi raCos ta played well d o w n 
the s t retch. Defensively, we played 
horrible," he said. "As ( the season) 
goes on , I have to figure out w h o 
shou ld b e on the floor in cer ta in 
si tuations." 

G u a r d D e m e t r i u s Turne r said, 
"We h a d first- g a m e j i t ters . We 
were miss ing lay-ups and no t get­
t ing defensive stops." 

Turner , a first-year s tar ter is 
also o n e of the team's capta ins . H e 
said h e doesn ' t feel m u c h p ressure 
be ing asked to b e one of the team's 
leaders . 

"Being a captain , m y play af­
fects the whole team. W h e n I play 
well, t h e n the whole t e am plays 

well. But it's no t all abou t scor ing 
po in t s , it's abou t ge t t ing everyone 
else involved," h e said. 

Turne r led the Falcons wi th 16 
po in t s in the loss against the C o m ­
ets, scor ing 10 in t he second-half . 

As the sole r e t u r n i n g player 
f rom last year, R o b i n s o n h o p e s 
that his exper ience will b r i n g 
h i m m o r e p laying t ime . "I haven' t 
s t epped u p yet, b u t I will," h e said. 

A m o n g the th ings Ca in said 
that the t eam needs to improve on 
is its defense. 

"We've been scor ing e n o u g h 
po in t s to win, bu t ou r defense is 
ou r biggest Achilles ' heel . We've 
been giving u p t oo m a n y points ," 
h e said. 

"Friday, we were out of it," said 
gua rd Jerell Elder. "We played wi th 
n o en thus i a sm. We got in to early 
foul t roub le a n d h a d a lack of de ­
fense." 

I h e Falcons also shot 18-35 
f rom the free t h r o w l ine a n d c o m ­
mi t t ed 13 t u rnove r s in the loss to 
Palomar . 

O n e of last year's key players 
A a r o n T h o m p s o n , last year's sec­
o n d l ead ing scorer avei aging 13.0, 
is s i t t ing ou t the season wi th an in ­
ju red foot. H e h a s also dec ided to 
forego the season to concen t r a t e 
o n his s tudies . 

Women's soccer team finishes on top 
Midfielder Rebecca Juarez 

scored two goals and assisted o n 
four o thers , as t h e Cer r i to s Col lege 
women 's soccer t e am conc luded 
the regular season wi th a 6-1 South 
Coas t Confe rence w i n at h o m e 
against El C a m i n o College. 

The No . 2-seeded Falcons cap­
tu red the i r first conference c h a m ­
p ionsh ip in school h i s to ry a n d 
pos ted a perfect 12-0-0 mark , whi le 
they are 20-1-0 on the year. 

The will n o w o p e n the South­
e rn Cal i fornia Regional Playoffs at 
h o m e next Saturday against a t e am 
to be d e t e r m i n e d at the seeding 
mee t ing , wh ich will take place later 
on this week. 

After a t ight first half, wi th the 

Falcons ho ld ing a 1-0 lead, t h e y 
scored the i r five second half goals 
in 17 minu te s , w i th a t r io of play­
ers accoun t ing for all of the goals 
in t he game . 

Midfielder D iana L i m o n gave 
Cer r i tos a 1-0 lead in t he 4 2 n d 
m i n u t e w h e n she t u r n e d in the b o x 
a n d sent the bal l in to t he co rne r of 
t he ne t after receiving a pass f rom 
Juarez. 

M o n i c a Cedi l lo s ta r ted the 
scor ing ba r rage in the 51st m i n u t e 
w h e n she received a pass in the b o x 
from Juarez, whi le Juarez connec t ­
ed wi th L i m o n in the 55th m i n u t e . 

Juarez lifted a h igh pass to the 
far co rne r of the net tha t l anded on 
Limon's foot, w h o t apped the ball 

in to the ne t pas t W a n lor keeper 
Emi ly Rod in . 

It was a 4-0 g a m e in t he 60 th 
m i n u t e w h e n Cedi l lo h e a d e d in a 
co rne r kick by Juarez before t he 
War r io r s got on t he b o a i d , as Tiffa­
ny Mar t i nez sent a lofting shot tha t 
went over t he ou t s t r e t ched h a n d s 
of goa lkeeper El izabeth Sanchez in 
the 64 th m i n u t e . 

N o t m o r e t h a n a m i n u t e later, 
Juarez scored the first of he r t w o 
goals w h e n she scored the exact 
same way, by lifting a shot over 
Rodin's h a n d s , whi le a h a r d shot by 
Juarez from the top of t he b o x otf 
a pass from Cedi l lo accoun ted for 
t he sixth Falcon goal . 

Cerritos College Sports Infct .nation Desk 
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ROSA LI C A S T 1 U . O / T M 

Flyby: In one of few defensive lapses Friday, an El Camino forward catches a bolt* 
with his chest. He would then go on to take a shot on goal. However, the Cerritos 
College Falcons would win the game, 1-0, and score their 10th shutout of the sew 
S O " . 

Falcons 
advance 
to playoffs 

RA.FAI L C I C L R R I R O 

Stalt Writer 
rgumiero6i talonmaiks.com 

Midfielder Bryan Mejia scored 
t h e lone goal for t h e Falcons as t h e 
Cer r i to s Col lege m e n s soccer t e am 
e n d e d the season Friday wi th d 1-0 
w i n over El C a m i n o College. 

Trie v i c to ry secured the N o . 2 
r a n k i n g in t h e state for t h e Fa lcons 
a n d e a r n e d t h e m a first r o u n d bye i n 
t h e playorTs. 

However , t h e w i n was n o t e n o u g h 
to e a r n t h e Fa lcons a conference t i ­
tle as Long Heath City College w o n 
its g a m e against FT.AC to secu ie t he 
South Coas t Confe rence c rown . 

t h e Falcons will n o w have 10 
d a \ s to rest up a n d p repa re for the i r 
m a r c h toward FIVMIO for a shot at 
t h e state c h a m p i o n s h i p . 

A l t h o u g h t h e y d o n o t p lay the i r 
first olficial playoff g a m e unt i l Tues­
day, h e a d coaeh Benny A i t i aga d i d 
no t want his t eam to take the final 
g a m e lightly. 

"We t reated this game as o u r first 
r o u n d of t he playolls," he said. "We 
have t o get i n to t h e m i n d s e t t ha t if 
we lose , w e go home ." 

Despi te hav ing secured a play-
otl" spot , t h e g a m e was no t entirely 
mean ing less to the Falcons. The 
N o . 2 seed in t he conference was 
still u n d e c i d e d h e a d i n g in to Fri­
day's ma tch , wi th Mt. SAC only two 
po in t s b e h i n d in the s t and ings . 

In the 60th minu t e , Mejia m a d e 
sure that the Falcons would have t he 
bye tha t c o m e s with t h e Xo . 2 seed. 

Jhe f reshman midfielder was 
c a m p i n g ou t in t he box as t he ball 
sailed t h r o u g h the air. The El C a m i ­
n o defender m a i k i n g Mejia then fell 
d o w n a n d the ball t ook o n e b o u n c e 
a n d t h e n felt t he fury of Mejia's r igh t 
foot as h e empha t i ca l ly p u t t h e Fal­
c o n s u p 1-0. The Falcon defense d id 
t h e rest as it r e co rded t h e 10th shut­
o u t of t h e season. 
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Iter a long struggle, one single mom, is turning her life around 
JONATHANSANCH 

Copy Editor 
jsanchez6@talonmarkskm 

T u r n off a la rm clock, d iape r change , shower, set 

u p b a b y bag , dress , get school b o o k s , k e y s ^ d ou t t he 

door . N o t your typical college s tuden t m o r n i n g ; b u t 

for s o m e however , this is reality. 

Veronica Cas t ro , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s major a n d c u r a 

ren t Accoun t Technic ian I for the Financia l Aid of-i 

fice, found tha t amids t the s t ruggles of b e i n g a single | 

mothe r , ful l - t ime employee a n d p a r t - t i m e . s t u d e n t , ! 

t h ings h a d to a n d could b e d o n e t he old f a sh ioned ! 

way- t e amwork . 

C a s t r o gave b i r t h to her daughter , Yazmin, , atfthe 

age of 22. U n m a r r i e d a n d single, sheToioricijtffe'chal-

lenge t o b e o v e r w h e l m i n g . 

For tuna te for t he single m o m , her pa ren t s a n d sis­

ter have always lent a helpirig h a n d . "My m o m a n d 

sister have always b e e n therejfor me," she said. 

^ ^ C a s t r o never imag ined she'd survive on her own , 

£ b u f because of t he suppor t f i t ' s b e e n a s m o o t h ride." 

E v e n | t h o u g h he r life is: w d L ^ U f | d ^ i i o w ^ j l u ^ g s | 

weren' t always w o n d e r f u l ] 

Cas t ro l i v e d ^ h | i p p y ^ i f e in her y o u t h a n d was in a 

See related 
story 

on page 1 

ser ious r e l a t i o n s n r p ^ u t 7 while still in h igh school , b u t 
her life was flipped ups ide d o w n w h e n her brjyfriend 
was tragically killed. "I b e c a m e heavily depressed," 
she said, a n d felt she couldn ' t con t i nue on . 

Then at age 22, she found a n e w love andfa fresh 
s tar t . 

Bad Shape 

Unfortunately, herr -e la t ionship took a t u r n for the 

wors t w h e n she spl i t jwith the father of he r u n b o r n 

child. Again, she en tered a p h a s e of he r life that re­

m i n d e d her of he r tragic pas t . 

Just w h e n her h o p e of the fairy-tale life s eemed to 

d i m d o w n , Cas t ro found escape by giving bhrfi i to he r 

daughter . "My daugh te r gave m e a r e a s o n s l ivelLwas 

able to wake u p everyday a n d 

Cas t ro resor ted to n ^ p a r e n t ^ 

b i r th of Yazmin, in an attempt; 

Ihe said, 

help afterfthe 

;le her a l ready 

full schedule . "I cons ider myself blessed because Ijwas 

able to still live at h o m e a n d h a d 100 pe rcen t suppor t 

from m y paren t s and (staff) at school because of the 

day care center here," she said, referr ing to thefhelp 

she received from b o t h the Cer r i tos College K h i l d 

Deve lopmen t Cen t e r and financial aid. jjf 

Cas t ro qualified to receive aid from suppor t p r o ­

g rams such as W o m e n , Infants and ChildrenjjSijpple-

m e n t a l P r o g r a m ( W I C ) , Ca lWorks and g o v e r n m e n t a l 

| c j r sha id . 

^ P ^ M T i g g l i n g to m a k e e i r f f rnee t , Cas t ro didjthe^b*estj 

she co^ ld to p rov ide forjher d a u g h t e r whi le g i l l he lp­

ing he r paren t s . Lucky for her, Yazmin inher i ted her 
FIR if M 

non-mate r ia l i s t i c personali ty, "I was ra ised to no t be a 

mater ia l is t ic p e r s o n andfl 've pas sed that d o w n to m y 

daughter ," and states that he r daugh t e r doesn ' t ask for 

m o r « | t h a n n e c e s s a r y j i v e n at the t ende r age of six. 

fitting It Together 

Even t h o u g h she's t each ing her d a u g h t e r to n o t | 

care abou t weal th and mate r ia l th ings , (Sastro wJiniTl 
t o m a k e sure that she gives h e r daughterTafgowf ex­

ample b y con t inu ing wi th he r college educa t ion and 

e a r n he r degree . 

"I p l an on c o m i n g b a c k in t he spr ing semester to 

Cer r i to s (as a s tudent) ," she says, "but it's h a r d to go 

back to school because n o w I have to put •.Ji'oolsin, 
b e t w e e n t he ( t ime I spend) wi th m y daughter ." 

But, Cas t ro has l ea rned h o w to b e Jkillful at mu l t i ­

t ask ing s ince she works , goes to schgxpl and cares for 

he r daughter . 

Yet, at t imes , 

h e r dut ies clash 

together , so she 

just convenien t ly 

finds a way to 

m a k e th ings work , "Somet imes I 

b r i n g m y d a u g h t e r to w o r k wi th 

m e because of the t i m e conflict," 

she stated, "so I jus t let her d r a w 

or color." 

Lucky for Cas t ro , Yazmin isn't t he 

o r d i n a r y hyperac t ive child. 

Baby Steps 

Yazm i n ^ ^ t e rmeu i& h e ( hi Id 
Deve lopmen t Cen t e r atJCei 11-
tos forajjjtotal of three^VC.IK 
Ir ierejfsl ie l ea rned m inv 
of thefbasic skills n e e d " ! 
forfentering Kindergar^ • 

t a n d m a n a g e d to surpa , 
b o t h the expec ta t ions I 
he r teachers a n d a d m i n i s ­
t ra tors . 

Mar t i za Mar t inez , 
teacher of t he "Blue family 
g roup" at t he Center , said, 
"Yazmin was ve ry m a U n e 
a n d she's t he type of girl 
t ha t l e a rned real fast a n d 
he lped o the r ch i ldren . She 
was ve ry car ing , cons ide r 
ate a n d expressive of h e j 
ideas." 

Mar t i nez , w o r k i n g 
h a n d in h a n d wi th Cas' 
t ro , no t i ced tha t Yazminj 
d e m o n s t r a t e d a sense of 
self-assurance a n d m a ­
turity, even t h o u g h she 
d idn ' t have the fairy-tale 
family. "We saw tha t 
Yazmin p rogressed ve ry 
well," said Mar t inez , a n d 
following her mothe r ' s 
excellent example , Yaz­
m i n , "loved to pJjMtfiel 
role of ' m o m ' mjj'he play 
house (activities)." 

The Final̂ Project 

C a s t r o als<j received 

^ T f ^ h T ^ ^ m T ^ ^ a r t i n e z for 

ra is ing such a wonder fu l 

child. "Veronica d id a very good job wi th | (Yazmin ) 

a n d was always car ing to see h e r daugh te r |_nd s p e n d 

t i m e wi th her," Mar t i nez states as the reason for Yaz-

min's excellent progress . | | 

As t e a m w o r k does , Cas t ro was k n o w n by the C e n -

ter t o always b e an assert ive pa ren t w h o didn ' t hesi tate 

to ask for help. "Veronica was always t a l t i n g to t he 

JONATHAN SANCHEZ/TM 

Mommy knows best: Veronica Castro, communications major and current Account Technician I for the Financial Aid office, plays with her 6-year-old 

daughter Yazmin. Castro and her daughter struggled, in a single parent home, but are turning things around. 

t eachers a n d asking for help on h o w to raise a ^ h i l d ^ s ^ 

a single mother ," M a r t i n e z said wi th a look of a d m i ­

ration, "it was like a t e a m w o r k be tween m o t h e r and 

tteacher." 

w Now, Yazmin is a m o d e l s t uden t for the Cen te r 

a n d was even asked to speak at the Center'sji^Oth an­

n ive r sa ry celebrat ion. 

The Helpers 

Cast ro , w h o is ex t remely p r o u d of Tier daugh t e r 

has also h a d a few th ings to smile about . Recent ly 

r eun i t i ng wi th Yazmin's father, CastroFis p r o u d to 

a n n o u n c e that she n o longer feels like she's a lone in 
the s t ruggle as a single m o t h e r bu t an i n d e p e n d e n t 
w o m a n w h o will always pu t family first a longside her 
res tored re la t ionship . J 

Unl ike m a n y single pa r en t s th ink , they ' refhever 
a lone. B 

Acco rd ing to www.census .org , 10.4 m i l l i o n l \ m e r -
i c a n j i o m e s are r u n b y a single pa ren t . 

^Sut-Mwas the case wi th M i r i a m Tolso, ProgrlKx" 
Assistant?! in t h e Admiss ions office he r e at Cer r i tos . 

Other Successes 

K R h o u g h she was m a r r i e d w h e n she gave b i r t h to 
her first child, he r mar r i age e n d e d abrup t ly d u e tojhexj 
husband ' s add i c t i on to alcohol . 

She s t rugg led to m a k e e n d s mee t at age 2 4 p n d 
f o u n d tha t her life c ame to a hal t . 

Being a single pa ren t , Tolso k n o w s tha t , '^you're 
res t r ic ted wi th wha t you can do." She still r e m e m b e r s 
h o w she s t ruggled, "I was o v e r w h e l m e d because ev­

e r y t h i n g felt ha l f -baked wi th JJt 
so m a n y i rons in thel|fire because I was no t able to 

focus o n one thing." J i | p 
Tolso, be ing as resourceful ia'f'Tpossible, at o n e 

p o i n t he ld two eight h o u r jobs jus t to p rov ide for he r 
ch i ldren . 

| I t was a really big chal lenge because I d idn ' t want 
jfto depr ive t h e m (and h a d to m a i n t a i n ) a ba l anc ing 
act," she said, "and eve ry th ing was so hec t ic tha t I'd go 
to b e d ex t remely t i red a n d wake up exhausted." 

Hav ing survived t he chal lenge a n d s t ruggle , Tolso 
finds life a whole lot m o r e peaceful n o w tha t she's 
raised m o d e l ci t izens despi te h e r s i tua t ions , "I o w n 
m y o w j f h o m e a n d I 'm really p r o u d of m y children." 
Tolsojproudly states tha t h e r d a u g h t e r is a m i s s i o n a r y 
vnwnelps needy peop le in o t h e r coun t r i es . 

Despi te the i r s i tua t ions , b o t h Cas t ro a n d Tolso 
found the i r way ou t of the i r s i tua t ions e i ther a lone 
or wi th t he he lp of loving he lpers a n d rose above t he 
ashes of the i r j agged past . Like t h e old saying, w h e r e 
there's a will, there's a way. 

Exposing the Truth About Being Raised Single 
Myth: Predominance of the traditional nuclear family. 

In the past twenty-five years, the number of single parent families has 

more than doubled . According to U.S. Census Bureau estimates, 59 percent 

of United States children will live in a single parent h o m e at least once during 

their minor years. That is a majority. Over 16 million children currently live in 

single parent homes . Divorce and remarriage are more and more common in 

families today. 

source: www.keepyourbaby.com 

Myth: Single parent famJies are "broken homes." 

A study by University of Michigan of over 6,000 adults had surprisingly 

positive conclusions for children of divorce. 

Statistically it turned out that adult children of divorce were just as likely 

(43 percent) to be happily inarried as someone who grew up in a two-par­

ent home. Children of divoices were more than twice as likely to be worried 

about t he health of their marriage. 

source: www.keepyourbaby.com 

Myth: Children from single parent families have lower self-esteem, 
A study found income level to be the deciding factor related to children's 

self es teem. 
Because single parent families have often also a low-income household, 

children's self-esteem is likely to lower, just as in low-income two-parent 
homes . 

Parents need to be especially careful to emphasize to their children that 
who you are is not based on what you have. 

source: www.keepyourbaby.com 
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