Four
new
deans
hired

ARLEENE VALDRZ
Staff Writer
avaldez6@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College Board of
Trustees filled four management
positions this past July.

The Board appointed Linda
Rose as dean of Liberal Arts, Dr.
Lucinda Aborn as dean of Disabled
Student Programs and Services,
Renee DeLong Chomiak as dean of
Counseling Services and Kimberly
Westby as interim dean of Student
Support Services.

Linda Rose was a re-entry

See Deans page 2

ASCC

hits the

alrwaves

NoRMA PALACIOS
A&EEditor
arts@falonmarks.com

A new program titled “Meet
Your ASCC Member” was intro-
duced by Ashley Armendariz, com-
missioner of public relations, at the
ASCC Cabinet on Monday.

Also, ASCC Vice President Alex
Armendariz said that there will be
an available police escort program
for students at night.

According to the commission-
er, Armendariz, the idea behind
“Meet Your ASCC Member” will
give students the opportunity to
get to know ASCC members o a

Sce Cabinet page 2

ISA Club
members
have a meet
and greet

STEVEN MARIIN
News Editor
news@talonmarks.com
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Since the ending of World War 11 in 1945,
the countries that make up the Middle Bast re-
gion have been at the center of the world’s at-
tention, though its existence dates as far back
to seventh century AD.

The region is the world’s leading supplier
for crude oil and is the birthplace of three of
the world’s major monotheistic religions; Is-
lam, Judaism and Christianity.

But along with its share of contributions,
the Middle East is infamously known for its
numerous contlicts, Many of these ongoing
conflicts, such as the one going on between Is-
rael and Palestine, stem back to the days before
World War 1, yet students at Cerritos College
seem to not understand the happenings and
impact of the region.

“If students want to understand what's go-
ing on now, then they have to understand the
history of these countries. It's very complex,’
said Dr.. John Haas, history instructor:’

Psychology Club brings back
national award for fundraising

VETTA BOGDANOFR
Staff Writer
vbogdanoffé@talonmarks.com

The Cerritos College Psychology Club was hon-
ored with the title of QOutstanding Chapter of the

Year.

The Psi Beta National Honor Society for two-
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Student Health
Center provides
stress reliever
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Many of these
conflicts are between
countries in the re-
gion, such as the
more recent battle
between [srael and
Hezbollah, a militant
group froin Lebanon. :

Others have directly involved the United
States, such as the ongoing wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Though the overseas conilicts may have
an affect vn some U, citizens, some Cerritos
College students say that they don't feel a di-
rect effect.

" “It’s not changing the daily lives of students
because it isn't happening in front of them,’
said Jim Elliot, undecided major.

However, there are some Cerritos students
who have experienced and lived through Mid-
dle Eastern conflicts. They have spent their
childhoods in some of these countries and have
immigrated to the U.S, to study at Cerritos.

Amony these is Nancy Khalld, undecided

see related
Life story
online

www.talonmarks.com

and excited (for the recognition),” he said.
As president, San Juan had worked with vice
presidents Cynthia Gomiez and Jessica Torres to

bring the club back up to par.

er, and we did it!” he said.

The club leaders wrote an essay on why the Cer-

A\l _ /%

“We worked good together, counted on each oth-
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major, who is {rom Palestine. Khalid grew up
in Palestine during its conflict with neighbor-
ing country Israel and has been attending Cer-
ritos for two years.

“(The US and Palestine are) two differ-
ent worlds,” Khalid said. “(In Palestine} when
moving from city to city, it can take two hours
sometimes, because there are soldiers posted
every few blocks and they set up borders and
they constantly check you.

“It’s difficult to study or sleep. You can hear
the bombs dropping overnight and we are pre-
vented from going outside,” she sald. “We are
told that we will be killed if we go putside”

In the midst of internal conflict between
Middle Eastern countries, the United States
has decided to intervene in some of them.

Since 2001, US. soldiers have been de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan as part of the
Bush administration’s current wat on terror.

However, students and faculty mem-
bers are worried about how current US.

See Conflicts page 2
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ritos chapter was the best. “We were a little doubtful
about applying, but it’s a tradition,” he continued.
Student activities paid the way for Kimberley
Duff, psychology instructor/faculty advisor, Gaf-
faney and the 3 club officers to attend the Psi Beta
award ceremony at the American Psychological

year colleges presented the club with the title, a
plaque and a check for $300, for being chosen out of
127 chapters nationwide.

Todd Gaffaney, psychology instructor and fac-
ulty advisor, said that the award is given on the basis

the United Nations last Wednes-
day, as the International Student
Association held an orientation for
returning and prospective group
members.

Students who attended were
originally {rom countries such as
Nepal, Scuth Korea, Philippines
and El Salvador. All were notified

of scholarship, research and community service such

as volunteering.
“It's a prestige thing,” he said.

Mario San Juan, English major and presiding

Convention in New Orleans on Aug. 12.

The location of the ceremony showed that the
events of the past year were not lost on the group.

Sany Juan said that in the aftermath of the devas-
tation caused by Hurricane Katrina, for which the
group had raised money; the New Orleans experience
was mind-blowing. However, the club’s achievement
didn’t cet in until the he was in New Orleans.

As psychologists from around the country

president when the honor was bestowed, said, “It
was a big deal that we won, because over 100 applied.
It was such an achievement for us”

'The award camne as a source of encouragement
that the club was back on the right track. The semes-
ter before, the club had gone through a dry spell, as
it lost guest speakers, members and nioney.

“This year (was) good, and we were very happy

of the event by invitation via mail.
Damita Kuntz, ISA advisor and
coordinator of the International
Student Center told the students,
“We're pleased that you've chosen

) Rose NoriecA/TM
During the first women'’s soccer scrimmage game played on Tuesday, Falcon
Monica Cedillo, forward, attempts to make a steal against Golden West,

See ISA page 2

See Award page 2
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Deans:

- Cerritos gets some new

faces in the administration

student at 34-years-old.

Rose has a bachelor’s degree
in interdisciplinary studies and a
‘master’s degree in English from Cal
State Dominguez Hills.

‘ She- expects to complete her
doctoral degree from UCLA in
‘June 2007.

~ She has been a faculty member
‘at Cerritos since 1994 and served
as interim dean of the Liberal Arts
Division in 2005,

-As Dean of Liberal Arts, Rose
oversces English, ESL, Foreign
‘Languages and Speech.

“My first responsibility is to
ensure that students are success-
ful in classes,” Rose said, meaning
she is int charge of making sure that

" there are enough
courses available
for students to

take.
“Schedul-
ing is an art and
: a sclence) she
YA continued.
LiNDA RosE “I love it be-
o cause it’s a chal-
Jengel”

One of Rose’s main goals is to
‘collaborate with faculty in the di-
vision and to those across campus
like the nursing and cosmetology
departments.

She also hopes to create well-
rounded students.

“T want to work with the divi-
sion so we can stress the impor-
tance of (liberal arts) courses and
to convey how valuable these skills
are;" she said.

0 Die Lucind4 Aborn is the new -
dean of the Disabled Student Pro-
grams and Services,

She holds a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from Southwest Texas
State University, a master’s degree
in education administration from
Cal State Northridge, and a doctor-
ate in Human Rehabilitation from
the University of Northern Colo-
rado.

Prior to becoming a staff mem-
ber at Cerritos College, Aborn
worked 10 years at the National
Center of Deafness at CSU North-
tidge and served as director of dis-
abled students at El Camino Col-
lege.

She also serves as president
of the California Association for
Postsecondary Educallon and Dis-
ability. :
Part of Aborn’s responsibili-
tles include ensuring that there are

Conflicts:
Students lament

'on the struggles of
the Middle East

Continued from page 1

involvement in Middle Eastern
- affairs will affect all countries in-
! volved.
“What people in the US. need
to consider is the possibility that
_ it is not our: job or our right to de-
- cide how the nations in the (Middle
~ East) work out their destinies,” said
- Dennis Falcon, political science in-
© structor. .
P “We would not respond well if
. other nations took it upon them-
. selves to directly intervene in our
1 internal and external affairs to the
~ degree that we do in theirs,
- “In fact, I believe we would start
- bombing people if that were to hap-
pen’
. Falcon feels that the US)s in-
_ volvement in the current war of ter-
ror isn't leading to the results that
t all were hoping it would.
“Unfortunately, we are now en-
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Continued from page1

enough services for students with
disabilities, such as having inter-
preters, note takers and ailds inside
and outside the classroom.

“We are not looking to put these
students at an advantage, rather,
we want to give them equal access,’
she said.

“T was lucky to come into this
department that has such a strong
reputation and foundation.”

One of her main goals is to
continue providing cutting edge
opporiunities for disabled students
especially with technolegy.

“I am happy to join Cerritos for
its long reputation to setve students
with disabilities and for its leader-
ship to integrate,” she said.

Renee Delong Chomiak is the
newly appointed dean of Counsel-
ing Services,

She holds a bachelor’s and mas-
ter'’s degrees in psychology from
Cal State Los Angeles,

She is also completing a joint
doctorate at UC Trvine and Cal
State Long Beach in educational
administration and leadership.

Chomiak was manager of Cet-
ritos College CalWORKS, prior to
being promoted to dean.

She also worked with victims
of domestic violence in Su Casa in
wew the cily of Ar-
tesia.

She served
as  executive
director of the
non-profit or-
ganization.

Kimbetly

Westby is the
newly  ap-
pointed interim dean of Student
Support Services and will begin her
duties Sept. 1 up until next June,

She will be stepping in for Dr.
Phillip Rodriguez, current dean of
the departinent, while he’s on sab-
batical.

Westby is a foriner Cerritos
College student and has worked in
financlal and academic atfair ser-
vices for over 24 yeats.

She holds a bachelor’s degree
from CSU Dominguez Hills and
a master's degree in educational
counseling {rom the University of
La Verne.

Also, Westby currently setves
as representative in the California
Community College’s Student Fi-
nancial Ald Administrators Asso-
ciation Executive Board, as a mem-
ber of region eight.

Kimberly Westby

gaged as a pation in a number of
bloody, costly contlicts that we had
a major role in creating.

Our resources--people, money,
credibility--are  being  expended
with little to show for it and even
less to expect down the road”

Waleed Nueirat, econoinics/
English major, was born int Iraq and
immigrated to the US. five years
ago.

Nueirat is half Palestinian and
half Iraqi.

Although he has not been to
Iraq since immigrating to the U.S.
five years ago, he does have plans to
go to Palestine in the near future.

e feels that there is only one
solution for the ending of the Mid-
dle East contlict.

“1lhe answer is simple. All coun-
tries must disarm,” he said. “An eye
for an
eye

ONLINB .
*» Blog: A look at the struggle
to find your true calling

* Life: A look at the history of
the conflict in the Middle East

Students from all over
the world are greeted
at Cerritos College

Continued from pagé-:l

to study at Cerritos.”

- ISA President Abrahami Cende-
jas started the event by asking the
members 1o move from thﬂt seats
and introduce themselves {o some-
one they didn’t previously know.

Also present were representa-
tives from the Student Insurance
Agency. This agency provides insur-
ance for international students who
are new to the US.

“Where many internaticnal stu-
dents come from, the country pro-
vides socialized medicine, where

the government provides insurance.
The US. doesn’t have that, sa we
provide insurance,” said Monique
Palmieri, account representative for
student insurance.

International students who at-
tended the orientation found it to
be very informing and fun,

“T met new students and I also
found out information about the
health services that this school of-
fers,” said Othmane Rachid, engi-
neering major. '

demly ass:‘énéd group, where they met and introduced a partner. ISA wi W hold its first meeting on Sept. 6.

- Yannick Nga, nursing major, az-
rived late to the meeting, but when
he got there he enjoyed himself. He
has been in the United States for
seven months and is originally from
Cameroon.

“T'm looking forward to meeting
students from other African coun-
tries,” he said.

In 2005, the club submitted a
float for the Homecoming activities
and was the winner. The group also

. gives a scholarship based on activi-
ties within the groug and glso other
campus organizations, ...,

“This club sets the bar when it

TANYA BERMUDEZ/TM

Holat During the first international student association orientation students like Mark Topp, business administration major, and Han Lee, nursing major, sat in a ran-

comes to getting involved on cam-
pus,” said ASCC Vice President Alex
Armendariz.

“Continue to be involved with
this organization, because it will
make your life better”

Cendejas has been a member of
the club for two years.

“It is a club based upon interna-
tional students, but not only inter-
national students can join.

“I myself am oot all the way in-
ternational, but 1 joined;’ he said

The ISA will hold its first meet-
ing on Seph. 6 at 3 pm. in the Inter-
national Student Center.

Award:

Psychology Club
are honored for
their efforts

Continued from page 1

praised the efforts and accomplish-
ments of the Cerritos group, the im-
portance of what they had achieved

0 getting involved
1l this organization;

became reality. - : ;

Gaffaney said that the students

spontaneously stood before the

multitude of psychologists and pro-
fessors and shared their feelings on
the honor they had received.

San Juan said that he came to
appreciate how great the Psychol-
ogy Club of Cerritos College was

makes everybody blind.”

But other students don't see
a solution presenting itself soon
enough.

“I don't think there’s any reolu-
tion,” said Heriberto Pena, business
marketing major.

“There are too many people in
these countries trying to push their
own weight around.”

Nesrine Sleiman, international
economics major, is from Liba-
non and feels that only through a
personal experience, can students
really know what’s going on in the
Middle East.

“(Students should) visit Leba-
non and make sure to see that we
have more democracy than the
whole world.

“They can never tell what Je-

mocracy is until they visit Lebanen, -

believe me,” sald Sleiman.
“I know a lot of American peo-
ple who visited Lebanon and stayed

there for a long time, because it is so
enjoyable”

Sleiman was born and raised in
Lebanon.

She has been in the United States
for almost (wo years.

‘I come from a village called
Yaroun in South Lebanon, It's so
close to Israel, that I can stand next
to the border (between the two
countries),” she said.

Sleiman, Nueirat and Khalid are
just a few Cerritos students of Mid-
dle Eastern descent who are waiting
to see how the conflicts end.

The rest of the world watches
and waits along with them.

“When all of the {(contlicts) fin-
ish, everybody in the world will
know {the truth),” said Sleiman.

“(The current situation) wen't
stay like it is, because for every sto-
ry there is an end.”

of

vicy is until they visit
(conflicts) finish,

A
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when  pro-
fessors from
other schools
gathered
around and
questioned
the officers as
to how they
had succeed-
ed in doing so
much.

The 3 club leaders provided the

MARIQ SAN JuaN

Cabinet: =

ASCC prepares
for its new radio

Continued from page 1

personal Jevel,

The first airing of the program
will be on Sept. 11 and will be run
| on Cerritos’ radio station WPMD.

‘ Students were also open to the
concept of the program because
they wanted to know what those.
involved with student government
dobut also find solutions to student
parking and the cost of books.

“The Senate, Court, and Cabi-
net members are perceived as
nerds,” Armendariz said, “but that
is not true because those within the

~-ASCC are representative of the stu-
dents.”

Subsequently, she says that the
“Meet Your ASCC Member” is a pi-
lot “because it will be fun and edu-
cational for the students”

Also she would like to collabo-
rate with members on additional

. programs to inform future stu-

| dents.

professors with tips and came away
realizing what an active campus
they are a part of, - '

Ironically, while the Psychology

Club is mainly comprised of psy-
chology majors, none of the 3 offi-
Cers are,

Although San Juan is working
toward a double major in English
and psychology, his intent is to fo-
cus mainly on English.

Sample questions that will be
asked are “what club is the certain
member involved with?”, “what
inspired him or her to join stu-
dent government at Cerritos?” and
“what issues are being dealt with?”

Billy Lopez, criminology ma-
jor, said that he would listen to the
program in hopes that issues such
as parking and lowering the cost of
books would be addressed.

“I think that the books should
be for free because the prices are
too high,” he said.

Furthermore, Lopez said that
mirrors should be placed on the
men’s restroom because there aren't
any available.

“T can't ook at myself in the
mirror;” he added jokingly, “and
flex (my muscles) in the mirror.”

Afterward, the vice president
said that there would be a police
escort program available for stu-
dents.

The program will be in use in
early October, according to Arm-
endariz.

And for students like Christina
Figueroa, art history inajor, the
program seems like a good idea.

“It will make those who do take
classes at night feel safe,” she said,
“and if I ever need to use the pro-
gram [ will”



http://www.taIonmarks.com

NorMA PALACIOS
AZE Editor
arts@talonmarks.com

Having just returned from Nor-
way, Ashley Eriksmoen spoke to
the Cerritos Students Association
of Woodworkers on Sunday about
what she learned during her stay.

Eriksmoen, who studied fine
working with James Krenov at the
College of the Redwood before
earning a masters in furniture De-
sign at the Rhode Island School of
Design, displayed her latest work
during a PowerPoint presentation
that also displayed what she walked
away with during her two month
trip.

“I first went to Orange Coast
College,” she said, “and wanted to
be an engineering geclogist but I
wanted a career that was techni-
cally competent”

She said that when she trans-
ferred to College of the Redwood
she did want major in woodwork-
ing and that unfortunately ended
up doing only three projects.

During her recent trip to Nor-
way, Ertksmoen said that one of the
things that she learned was what's
called loft building in which wood
material is cut with an ax that in-
cluded buildings and homes.

- Por Carl Stammerjohn, wood:
working instructor, it was impor-
tant for her to speak to the mem-
bers of the Woodworkihg,Club.

“Eriksmoen brought something
to share with the students,” he said.

However, for Carlos Sanchez,
woodworking instructor, it was
more than just an artist sharing
what he or she has gotten out of
woodworking.

“This was an appreciation,’ he
commented, “and being able to ex-
press oneself through nature in a
piece of furniture”

In addition, Sanchez said that
he hopes that with the presentation
from Eriksmoen it will promote
ideas within the Cerritos Students
Association of Woodworkers and
to promote the club on campus.

aculty kicks it at Burnight Theatre

ARLEENE VALDEZ
Staff Writer
avaldez6@talonmarks.com
Cerritos  College faculty and
staff “kicked off” the new academic
year last Thursday morning with a

KriSTIN PARKER
Staff Writer
kparker6@talonimarks.com

--Students, faculty and staff with back problems, look no
further. Cetritas College’s Student Health Sérviced are cur-
rently advertising their bi-weekly chiropractic services; ser-
vices that are extended to all individuals of the College com-
munity.

While these services have been offered for several se-
mesters now, Student Health Services are pushing to get the
word out that these chiropractic services are available not
only to students, free of charge, but also to stalf and facully
for a fee of $10.

A chiropractic service generally includes an evaluation
and care for neuromusculoskeletal conditions such as back
pain, neck pain, headache and joint sprains and strains.

Qther commonly treated conditions include: arthritis,
.Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, frozen shoulder, knee pain, stress/
tension and tendonitis.

These services, offered Mondays and Wednesdays from
noon to 4 pan., are compliments of Southern California
University of Health Sciences/Los Angeles College of Chi-
ropractic.

Dr. Brad Smith, a licensed chiropractor of 15 years and
the man behind this program, sees the services as nothing
but beneficial.

“The whole purpose of the program is to train interns
during their last year of education (before they get licensed.)

They use this facility as a training center, offering chiroprac-
tic services to students, faculty and staff. It's a win-win situ-
ation for everyone involved - both the interns and the indi-
viduals receiving the care”

- And with thé rising costs of health care, mmany individu-
als are seeing such services as a relief.

“lThese services are free to students,” Smith said, “and
with the cost of health care being so expensive these days,
such services are convenient for the students attending the
College.

“Who has the money to go see a (private) chiropractor?
This center is so close, it's on campus...I don’t understand
why more people aren't accessing it”

The lack of student and community involvement could
partly be due to the fact that there bas been minimal adver-
tising for these chiropractic services.

Many students remalin in the dark about many of the {ree
services that they are entitled to through their health fee
each semester.

Daniel Kim, criminal justice major, believes more adver-
tising needs to be done In order for students to fully under-
stand what services are available to them,

“(The Student Health Services) need to actually announce
it to people. They need teachers to tell students, flyers, bul-
letins.. . MySpace even. Having a booth during the first day
back to school isn't promoting it

Julian Montana, nursing major, wasn't aware that the
school provided these services. However, he sees them as a

presentation and luncheon at the
Burnight Center Theatre.

College President Dr. Noelia
Vela and Faculty Senate President

of Trustees members as well as the
new facully and staff joining Cerri-
tos this seinester, as well as discuss
the upcomning “Show Pride in Our

members and 20 new classified staff
members. Also, 12 staff members
were recently promoted and seven

R N R

Dr. Bryan Reece led the event.

introduce and welcome the Board

Camnpus” campaign.
‘There are nine new faculty
members, 11 new tenured facully

Much of the presentation was to

‘ _ Fanya Brrmueee/TM
I.eading of‘f. Cerrrtoa presra'ent Dr Noelia Vela talks to new and returning faculty members for the unnual kickoff luncheon.

new administrators and managers
were appointed.

A recurring theme of the morn-
ing was student success and leader-
ship.

“There are over 20,000 students
this year;” Reece said, “all as diverse
as ever, coming from different

Shipwreck is Back wilh a Vengeance and
The Queen Mary is Hiring Talented, Qutgoing
Mortals to make the 12th Annual Halloween

Terror Fest More TERRIFYING than Ever Beforsl

NEWS -3
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iter relieves back pains

“stress reliever for students” - especially athletes.

‘After a long day’s work out, these services should com-
pliment {the athletes’] hard work,” Montana said.

Students are not the only ones feeling oblivious to the
services the Student Health Services prayide; professors and
staff are also lacking in the information department.

June Edmonds, adjunct art instructor, was unaware that
chiropractic services were also made available to staff and
faculty.

“Half the college community isn’t even aware that such
services exist for them. But theyre designed to help the col-
lege population, and that’s a good thing,” Edmonds said.

“Any services you offer the entire college community are
great, wonderful freebies, especially for working students,

“I think that when you're going to school, you're not re-
ally thinking of your health between your classes and work.
More students should be encouraged to take care of them-
sefves”

Likewise, Nairi Najarian, a visiting student from Glen-
dale Community College, found that colleges offering such
services to students should be seen as beneficial in helping to
maintain a healthy lifestyle,

“The majority of students don't have time to take care of
what needs to be taken care of, because they're so busy with
school and work. If an institution did offer those services,
like Cerritos College, maybe it would be a good idea for
students to think about it, since (the services) are free and
through the school”

backgrounds.”

He encouraged those present to
use these assets to build as educa-
tors.

“(Cerritos) is best in the state,
in fact, best in the nation when it
comes to student leadership,” Vela
stated. “This success is due to fac-
ulty and staff promoting that lead-
ership to the students”

Other  achievements high-

Shipwreck Monsters - $9.00/hr
Shipwreck Attendants - $3.00/hr

Shifts are: 5:00 PM to 1:00 AM (fater on some nights)

Work Dates are: Seplember 29, 30, October 1, 5, 6,
7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31

Must be able 1o work all shifts and be al least 18 years old.

Makeup Arlists - $15.00/hr

For information, call (562) 499-6641

lighted in the presentation were
those obtained by the faculty union
leadership. lhe president of the
union, David Fabish encouraged
the “what-if spirit” when it came
to negotiating benefits for Cerritos :
College Faculty.

Makeup Only: September 15 & 22 @ 6:00 PM

All Autitions will be held at the Queen Mary Doite of Doom.
Pleasa bring proof of employment eligibilily with you {0 the audition.

Audition Information!-

Seplember 14, 15, 21, 22 @ 6:00 PM

Must Apply in Person.

Parking Validated

The “Show Pride in Our Cam-
pus” campaign was also introduced.

The Queen Mary is focated at the south end of the 710 Freeway, on the water in Long Beech.

www.queenmaryshipwreck.com

—
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We have come a long way as people.
Maybe too long, as we continue to cross
the line of decency and blur it with politi-
cal correctness,

~ Now we have so far as to go way back
in time and change the history books to
reflect our own obsession with a pseudo
p. ¢. world,

In the past decade our textbooks have
changed to reflect a “nicer” Gregotian
calendar, by changing the historically
récognized AD and BC to CE and BCE,
respectively. The term CE for “Common
Era” is believed to be more religiously
sympathetic, yet is historically inconsis-
tent and not widely accepted.

Though the change has occurred
gradually throughout the énd of the last
century, it has more recently swept into
many college textbooks and has instruc-
tors and students alike struggling to ac-
curately portray history today without
using the original terms of the past,

It is just another attempt to be politi-
cally correct, when in true virtue would
have today’s world accept and respect the
peoples of the past. Textbooks should ac-
curately display the widely recognized
and historically accepted notations of
AD.

The critics of the Gregorian calendar,
which has historically used AD, cite it as
religlously biased and inaccurate, since
scholars suggest Jesus might have been
born anywhere between AD 4 and AD 7,

+EDITORIAL:

While the most widely accepted cal-
endar does have its roots in € hristianity,
the days of the week, such as Monday,
and months, such as March, have ties to
pagan gods.

Granted, Anno Domini is Latin for
“In the Year of our Lord;” but the annota-
tions were accepted throughcut time by
atheist and pagan nations, such as Korea,
China and India.

In the US. and other parts of the
world, the BC/AD annotations aren’t
necessarily considered religious.

In fact, the true meanings of the ab-
breviations is not always unde¢rstood, as
religion is not widely taught in school.
Many misconstrue the term AD to refer
to “After Death” '

Politically correct consistency tells us
that we shouldn’t celebrate Christmas nor
Easter, since both are marks cf religious
ideology. Yet, both are significant to our
social fiber.

‘The change to CE merely marks the
change toward an ignorant scciety. The
term itself will still mark the s4me histor-
ic shift in the calendars of the world that
AD does, yet we will remain ignorant to
the true meaning of the shift.

It is one thing to be tolerable of one
another’s religion, it is another to be ig-
norant to the meaning of something just
because you don't believe in the Christian
God.

Anno Domini refers to a historical

it is not broken , dom’t fix it

change in beliefs, practices and docu-
mentation of the people of the past, even
if you believe they picked the wrong rea-
son to do so.

The abbreviations serve the simple
purpose of separating years for historic
and scientific purposes.

It is egotistical of our generation to go
back into the history books and change
everything that might offend someone.

It is just as dangerous to become a
soclety that values political correciness
over true virtue and fairness.

Instead of going back and eliminat-
ing any ideas that we deem offensive, we
should look at the present and see how
we can learn and grow toward a fairer
world.

It is a shame that we cannot look at
the real problems of the past that may be
reoccurring. '

If we could just examine the history
books, for example, and look at the ongo-
ing turmoil in the Middle East, lhen may-
be we can lean on a stronger solution,

If we continue to examine the past for
petty qualms that may or may not be of-
fensive today, then we are no better than
historical crooks, who choose to fabricate

facts and rewrite the fabrics of time to fit

our cookie-cutter correct world.
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Freedom of thought is one of the most valu-
able rights we have as human beings . To formu-
late your own ideas without external pressure or

interference is priceless.

It seems that with every passing day, this
valuable freedom of ours is being eradicated,

slowly but surely.

pens!

perfect one-party system.

crat? Will there ever be a majority party in Con-
gress other than the Republicans or Democrats?
Pigs are more likely to fly before any of this hap-

The Democrats and Republicans are so much
alike; they have probably created the worlds most

LETTERS TO THB EDITOR are welcome. They may be submitted byth online and in person. In all cases, letters must be signed with real names before they will be considered for publication, either online or in print.
Campus related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for length, though online versions tend to include full content, as long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You
editor by e-m_ail at editor@talonmarks.com,
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As Americans, there is no doubt that we have
made significant strides in our society. Slav-
ery has been abolished; people of all colors and
women are able vote.

The question is, “Are our ideas and feelings
being manipulated and controlled by the main-
stream media and our political leaders?” I be-
lieve so.

Just watch TV, tune in to your radio and lis-
ten to these politicians.

These large corporations tell us what to buy,
eat and watch.

They make it seem as though only material
things will fulfill our lives,

We are made to believe that without the latest

commeodity, we are somehow “different” or left
behind, Fear happens to be one of their favorite
tools.

The corporate elites have even invested their
time and money to study us. They gather in-
formation about us, in ¢rder to maximize their
profits.

Exploiting our feelings of fear and want has
garnered them great wealth, all this while impos-
ing their ideology and culture, that of profit and
consumerism.

Our political leaders are not much different.
Think about it.

Do you really see any'vhere in the near future
a president who isn't a Republican or a Demo-

They are both pro-business.

Let us not forget that the large corporations
are the big time lobbyists in Congress, and make
American interests abroad a priority.

They give the illusion of two different parties,
yet it really doesm't matter which party wins,

God forbid we ever publicly speak out against
American policies,

We are condemned as traitors, unpatriotic,
terrorists, freedom haters, etc... but it really
doesn't matter what they call us, as long as they
manage to discredit and slander those who don’t
march “locked in step” with them,

We must always question and never have
fear.

Only through critical and analytical think-
ing can we formulate our own independent ideas
and as a whole find our own solutions.

People such as Martin Luther King, Jr.. and
Malcolm X took this route.

Maybe it's time that we think outside the box
and follow their example,

S

BENJAMIN FLORES

CHRISTIAN CRUZ

LASiANDA BOWERS

ZoEY LEON

madth major

“I don't really have anything
to say about that. I guess one:
gas prices are high and two:
there could be another draft.
It affects everybody in differ-
ent ways, ”

biclogy major

“It makes me feel unprotect-
ed. How safe can you really
be when you have all those
things happening? Even
though you hear the presi-
dent saying we're doing the
best things we can do”

political sclence major

“It gets our U.S. government
involved in stuff that they
shouldn't be involved in!”

SRR RreT i)
ELOISA CARRETE KENNY PARK
art & design major chemistry major

“(It) affects the relationship
with the Middle Eastern pec-
ple that live here because it's
their countries. [t really makes
me cry when I see all the kill-
ing and suffering”

“Gas ptices! (Also) education.
Money for education is cutoff,
like financial aid for college to
pay for the war”

crimingl justice muior

“Fve never really thought
about it. I think it’s unfair. I
have family and a boyfriend
in the military, (so) I'd rather
not know about it. { don’t like
to think how close I am to
losing themn, ”
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* them feel happy?

For cosmetology graduate Anthony Brown. bemg in a room

full of women isn’t such a problem. _ '
For Brown, cosmetology wasn't just 4 career, it was a lifestyle.
Brown was one of three men in cosmetology, but said that the women in
‘the class didn’t treat him any different than if he was a woman.
“All of my friends are women, anyway;’ Brown said, “and having been in the
cosmetology program has taught me a greéat deal”
One thing that he has learned is that making “people look beautiful (makes}

After graduating last Wednesday, Brown said that he hoped to get his license
and will be an assistant at Toni and Guy’s salon in Newport Beach. :
Those who were classmates of Brown said that the one thing they will miss the
most is his energy and enthusiasm for what he does,
Kristina Miloslavic, president of the Cosmetology Club said, that althou gh the
cosmetology classes at Cerritos is predominately women in the business world of
cosmetology men can survive, -
~ “There are famous male cosmetolog:sts in this field,” she sald, “but hke
(Bmwn) men are the minority”
As for Brown's attitude for cosmetology she said, “You can see the
passion he has for what he does”
Cosmetology instructor Jeanne Johnson said that Brown was

a “wonderful” student and that she will miss him.

Wendy Scofield, vice president of the Cosmetol
ogy Club, agreed.

Despite the fact that there are
more women Scofield said that
Brown “blends in well because he
“loves what he does.”

" Furthermore, to students who
believe that cosmetology is not an
art Scofield said that is not true, due
to the fact that students have oppor-
" tunity for practice and improvement in

their craft,

~ Miloslavic said that Brown had a big
heart and said that he was willing to help
those who were inot sure what to do,

Leticia Zamora, cosmetology major, said,
hgving kidowi Brown' since last October, that
if you had a problem “he would not leave
until you understoad it”
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In the past couple of ')'ears hip-
hop has changed and not necessar-
ily for the better, ,

A lot of what is being played on
hip-hop radio stations is garbage.

Is a good thing Jurassic 5’ lat-
est album Feedback is full of really
good hip-hop music. Everything on
this album i3 great, from the beats
to the lyrics.

The group samples music from
70s soul, but it adds its ewn twist
which gives the music its signature
Jurassic 5 sound.

The feel of the album is classic,
old school hip-hop.

This is one of those albums that
you can listen to every song without
skipping one here and there.

These emcees show that they
have talent and that they don't need
to speak about killing people or hav-
ing sex with numerous women.

This has to be one of the first
hip-hop albums that I've listened
to without every other word being
a curse word.

It’s nice to know that there are

enterfainers that can come out with
really good music without using a
massive amount of profanity.

It had been three years since

DO YOU HAVE MILD TQO MODERATE
ASTHMA?

® We Are Looking For Volunteers
~ Between the ages of 18 and 50
~ With mild to moderate asthma
~ Otherwise healthy

» To Participate In A Clinical Research
Study
To Learn How The Environment Affects
Your
Well-Being and Health

~ Total of 6 visits to our testing facility

~+ Monetary compensation of up to $700.00 may be paid (v
Yualitied purticipants upen his or her completion of the study

- Lab results will be available to you upon your request

If You Are Interested Please Contact Us:
(562) 401-7563

(B:00 am. —3:30pm.)

Favironmeantal Health Service
Los Amigos Research and Education Institute
7601 E. Imnperial Hwy., Downey CA 90242
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Power in Numbers its most recent

album had been released.

" In an interview with Powér 106
radio personality Big Boy, growp
member Chall 2na explained the
reason of Feedback as the album’s
title by saying that in a way the
group was asking for feed back from
its fans.

Its latest single “Work It Out”
featuring Dave Matthews Band is
not only gelting airplay on the hip-
hop radio stations, but the rock ra-
dio stations as well, This shows how
diverse its music has become.

However, the collaborations
didn’t stop with the Dave Matthews
Band.

ackisgood for Jurassic 5

The group alsa worked with Mos
Def and Brick & Lace,

It also worked with producer
Scott Storch, who is responsible for
many of the hits like “Candy Shop”
by 50 Cent and has recently worked
with Paris Hilton in her debut al-
bum,

Even though the group did col-
laborate with other artists it still
said what it wanted to say.

The majority of the songs are
just consisting of group member’s
vocals, :

Nothing gets more irritating
than listening to an artist's album
filled with collaborations.

For all your
campus news

EMPLOYMENT

Part-time office position open

PT office position available now 8§ a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday

through Friday $10 to start. Duties mclude light phones, filing,
faxing, data entry, etc.
Please call Jashua (562) 493-5550 ext. 14 or Jim (562) 843-6113
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* No Man’s: Sports blog
 Coverage of men’s Soccer
* Coverage of women’s Soccer
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“We have a real goo
said.
Abmg agrced

gard. The retummg players have to do a
good job of leadership.”

_However, one member, Lhnma Flo-
rez, may be new to the team, but by no
medns to the sport. In high school, he had
competed in Europe as part of the Junior
National Team.

Abing stated, “He is one of our most

talented players, and most experienced.
But he can't do it alone, Its a feam game
and group effort”

Women make history
Likewise, women’s head coach Serglo
Macias said that one of his goals is “to

bring the best out of the feam?

Last season the women's team experi-
enced its most successful season, as it set

severai sdloo] records, like most- wins-in-
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PHoTOS BY
JESSE MuNozZ

Left: David Cor-
rea looks to make a
pass during an inter-
squad scrimmage
last Thursday in

the Cerritos College
pool. Correa is a util-
ity player in his first
year with the team.

Below: Erick Mire-
les swims for a pass,
avoiding the defend-
er during an inter-
squad scrimmage
last Thursday. Mire-
les is a utility player
in his first year with
Cerritos.

Bottom: Chris
Pasos and his team-
mates run an endur-

“ance drill during the
men’s water polo
team practice, last
Thursday. Last year
he rotated between
the goalie position
and the open water,
making 10 saves in
five games.

S0as Conference standings. and. placed
fourth in the conference tournament.

- For the regional playoffs, 10 teams are

_ seiected and the Palcons were No. 11 on
: the list.

- Mt SAL who defeated Cerrltos in the
-thi’t‘d' place game of the tournament, re-..
ceived the final playoffspot, -1

Macias anticipates that his team will
surpass [ast season’s performance.

He said that while water polo is still a
fairly new sport at Cerritos, its popularity

s growing and that audiences can't help

but gome away from a game with a sense
of respect for the physical punishment the

_ ?Iayers endure through both practice ses-

sions and games. -
“College water polo is a lot quicker

than high school,” Young observed. “(Ev-

ing) moves faster”
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