Young v'o'_ter_s
connect with
past president
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Bill Clinton, who created an image
of politics for America’s youth that's
both suave and tawdry, is back on the
campaign trail, this {ime pitching John
Kerry, but it's not clear if Clinton makes
Kerry look better of worse to young voters.

“Kerry ‘doesn’t have ihe status or
rapport Clinton did,” sald Charles
Glass, 21, a left-leaning pre-med student
at the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. “1 don't know if Kerry is
relatirig well to our generation.”

' To voters in their early to mid-20s, -
who were entertained by the {irst baby-
boomer president in his MTV days,
Clinton remains a political father figure,
still admired and criticized, still among
the most polarizing influences, still the
prism through which many young peo-_ :
ple view poljtics. ' 1

In interviews from Plnladelphia to 3
Pittsburgh, these teens and twenty- :
somelhings said Clinton’s smooth 5tyle, '
scandalous behavior and his cool yet
sometimes slippery communicalion
made a formative political 1mp1ession
His example sets their expectations of

_presidential candldates expectations
that, ironically, Kerry fails to fulfill,

To be sure, young people troubled
by the U.S.-led war in Iraq support Kerty,
Glass and others said. But not because
they adore the Demouatic nominee. !

Th~ latest - Washing(6y~ Post/ABE - |- |
News tracking poll found Keiry Hds'a
sizable 57 percent to 38 percent lead
over Bush among voters ages 18 to 29.

In 1992, Clinton broke ground by
appearing on MTV and answering the
infamous question of whether he wore
boxers or briefs and by playing a saxo- |
phone on television and admitting |
recreational marijuana use. Clinton had
a 9-point lead among young voters in
his win over President George ILW.
Bush. -

Conditioned by Clinton'’s well—pub-
licized imperfeciions, some young

- Pennsylvanians said they were chilled by
Bush's unwavering refusal 1o acknowl-
edge mistakes. “Bush won't admit if he
made a wrong tur,” Waolfe sald,

Young Republicans, of course, can't
stand Clinton, _

“Clinton and George W. Bush
embody complete opposites in terms of
morality and steadfastness,” said
Stephanie Steward, 21, the chair of
University of Pennsylvania’s College
Republicaps group. “Living in the dli-

‘mate we do, our soclety is drawn very
much to moral conviction, to the stead-
fast path.” '
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Politics can be confusing All day ads
“on television and even on radio tell you
what and who you should be voting for.

They are very convincing. They tell
you that they are the end all be all in exis-
tence and if you vote for the opposition
you are one of many adjectives including,
ignorant, stupid, evil and or confused.

with so much tugging at yous shoulder

‘it is very important that you take advertise-

ments with a grain of salt and thoroughly

ég research the positions these ads take and

the candidates endorsed by the ads.

The ads will never tell you “We are
right without a doubt, but just t0 make sure
check out the other side before you commit
to voting for our side.”

1f you were to go to the voting booth
armed with only the arm that comes from
months of cond1tion1ng to believe some-

thing is correct then are you really doing

anything positive? Can you really say you
are changing the world with yout vote? Or
“Vote or Die” as MTV will tell you?

" No. All you are doing is lemming your
way to being another figure in effective
markeung of someone’s agenda.

. If being part of a covert agenda perpe-,
trated by those with money, isn't conform-

‘ing and essentially against all that youth

rebellion is all about,

Voting blindly because “you can” is
not only dangerous but also unproductive.
" There are many web sites that you can
visit for information. that depending on

" who it is sponsored by can be trusted to be
~ unbiased such as www.smartvoter.org.
But beware, there are sites out there--

like hitp://www.calvoterguide.com/ that

have innocent enough names but really -

have agendas that can be seen easily when
you see the front page and the ads beckon-

_ing you to vote for a certain prop a certain

way.
The Internet isn't the only way to find
information; you can find material that is

'sponsored by the state that must be un-

bias.
Voting is a nlght as it is a privilege and

a duty, but done blindly and to the tune of

ads can lead to a misinformed legislative
result you may not have wanted to be a
partof. .
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