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oard may dismiss campus officer 
Off-duty DUI collision 

center of discussion. 
D A V I D G O M E Z 
Opinion Editor 
"dgomezl @talonmarks.com 

The Board of Trustees heard both sides 
of the case against Carlo Velazquez, a 
Cerritos College Campus Police Officer 
currently on paid Administrative leave 
during their Sept. 1 meeting. 

This incident was the source of much 
discussion at the BOT meeting. 

Despite the discussion, BOT President 
Bob Arthur refused to state if the board 

Students 
respond 
to blood 
shortage 
J O N A T H A N G A R C I A 
Staff Writer 
jgarc'31 @ts»lorim3rk».''o{n 

"There's a major blood short­
age in California," says American 
Cross Senior Representative, Rob 
Torrez. 

"Due to the fact that it's sum­
mer, school's out and accidents 
increase," says Rob Torrez. 
"Cerritos College Students have 
been supportive in offering a huge 
supply of blood to local hospitals 
in the month of September. ; 

"September is always a good 
month at Cerritos College for 
blood donations. The diversity of 
Cerritos College helps in allowing 
for all types of blood as well, 
Which is greatly appreciate." 

This past Wednesday and 
Thursday and during the month of 
August, the blood mobile, spon­
sored by the Red Cross, was in the 
Student Center asking students for 
one thing, to stop and take a few 
minutes to donate blood. 

For two days, Cerritos College 
students lined up to offer their 
hand in helping the community's 
local hospitals. 

From 45 minutes to an hour, 
the entire blood donating process 
consisted of checking in, answer­
ing a few brief health questions, 
and the actual donation process. 

An adult body can hold any­
where from 8-12 pints of blood. All 
the Red Cross asks for is one pint. 
Every pint of blood can potentially 
save three lives. 

' After the donation process, 
students are asked to relax in a 

' small area of the room and provid­
ed with juice, crackers, or cookies 
to prevent them from feeling 
fatigued, sick, or dizzy. 

In four to six weeks, The Red 
' Cross will mail all blood donors a 

paper stating their blood type. 
What can you do to stay on 

' top of things before donating 
blood? "Drink plenty of water 
before you come, and don't forget 
to eat," was advice that Business 
major Jesika Go was offering stu­
dents. Go was also quick to state 
that everyone who donates blood 
receives a free gift. 

The blood drive was a success. 
"Thank you Cerritos College for 
your continuing support in the 
blood drive program," said Torrez. 

had come to any conclusions in regard to 
Officer Velazquez after hearing the argu­
ments presented by both sides. 

"Board members are not allowed to 
disclose any decisive information," Arthur 
said. 

Driver Clearance (5008), A section of 
the Cerritos College District Board 
Policies, has become the center of dispute 
between the District and a Campus Police 
officer who was found guilty of an off-
duty driving under the influence charge 
(DUI). 

He was charged with a related 
vehicular collision in that same off-duty 
incident (the records were acquired 

thjough a cross-reference made by the 
District's attorney) in which' he was 
dei tared to be partly at fault by the officer 
present. 

Specifically, Board Policy 5008.2 
stales': 

Drivers may drive District licensed 
vehicles if their driving record during the 
pa;t three years indicates no more than: 

a. Two (2) minor citations; or 
b. One (1) minor citation and one (1) 

accident (not at fault); or 
c. One (1) accident (at fault) within 

the past three (3) years. 
(Discretionary Education Code Section 

70902) 

Velazquez, and his attorney, Michael 
Lackie, a representative for public safety 
employees, made an appeal to the BOT, 
since it will determine whether he is to 
remain an employee of the Cerritos 
College Campus Police. 

The college District also had an attor­
ney present, Barbara Ginsberg, and each 
side presented its case based on different 
interpretations of the Driver Clearance 
Code. 

"The district [had] only looked at 
[Velazquez's] DMV record to determine 
whether he should remain as an employee 
or not," Ginsberg said. 

The incident, which took place on 

July 12, 2003, caused Velazquez to exceed 
parts of the section 5008.2 of the Board 
Policies, argued Ginsberg. 

She said, "Section 17.8 of the Campus 
Police Procedures Manual [stated] 'police 
officers must alternate between vehicle 
and foot patrol on each shift'" and added 
that in exceeding the board policy, 
Velazquez was not eligible to drive a 
District vehicle, and therefore, could not 
perform his duties as a Campus Police offi­
cer. 

Ginsberg based this claim on the fact 
that Velazquez was issued a two-point cita-

See DRIVER, page 2 
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Calculating from the ground up 

Breaking the surface 
Verdeber, and Bob Epple take 
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Board members Josh Franco, Bob 
part in the Sept. 8 ceremony. 

•> Math & Science Building 
set to replace Lecture Hall; 
will be "student friendly/' *• 
C H R I S T O P H E R O L I V A R E S 
News Editor 
colivaresl <gtalonmarks.com 

Cerritos College began its first phase of making 
the campus student friendly. Last Wednesday, facul­
ty, administrators, representatives from the state 
and the community, attended the groundbreaking 
of the new Science & Math building, which will 
replace the Lecture Hall on the westslde of campus. 

As President Noelia Vela spoke to a small crowd 
of community representatives and faculty about the 
remarks she received from Senator Diana Feinstein 
and, Norwalk City Mayor Cheri Kelly about the sup­
port from the community and the passage of the 
General Obligation Bond, as she welcomes everyone 
to an historic moment for the college and intro­
duces the person involved in the process of the 
phase for the college. 

Norm Fujimoto, Instructional Dean of Science, 
Engineering and Mathematics said, "We are enter­
ing a proud and exciting adventure in the commu­
nity for the college, I have seen many buildings 
being placed on campus, but this is the first time we 

demolished a building and have it replace by a new 
building." 

The Science & Math building will be funded by 
the G.O. Bond, costing $20 million and it will con­
sist Of 51,218 square feet while housing five biology 
labs, four chemistry labs and six lecture halls. 

John Moore, board member said, "We are very 
fortunate. We have a plan on how to use the G.O. 
Bond money. It's going well, especially with the 
excitement of the new Science & Math building. 
This is the jewel of the school that will out shine all 
the surrounding school districts." He also men­
tioned seeing Cerritos College in three to five years 
being more technologically advanced lo help sup­
port the needs of student education. 

"A student friendly environment is. the goal 
that Cerritos College will be fulfilling for the future 
of the campus," says Cheryl Shimazu Biology 
instructor. She said that she assisted with Norm 
Fujimoto and others in the division to contribute to 
the planning of the Science & Math building. 

The Science and Math building is one of the 
first buildings at Cefritos College to replace the 
Lecture Hall. This is the first phase for the Science fit 
Math building. 

..The second phase will be placed over another 

See BUILDING, page2 

Senate race ends, Franco welcomes lucky 34 
E R I C K G A L I N D O 
Sports Editor 
egalindol @talonmarks.com 

The President would like to 
say a few words to his newly elect­
ed representatives. 

"I would like to say [to the 
new senators] that as a senator it is 
a great opportunity to listen to the 
concerns of the student body..to 
represent its best interest." 

Your Student Body President, 
Josh Franco, welcomed the chance 

of presiding over the new congress. 
Franco and his version of Marc 
Anthony (of Julius Creaser fame) 
Vice President Saul Romero also 
wanted to let the senators know 
that they should enjoy it while it 
lasts, because it "doesn't last forev­
er." 

Lucky for the 52 people that 
ran for senate, the campaign does 
not last forever. 

It ended this past Thursday as 
the ballot box, which was opened 
a day before, closed for the year 

and brought in 33 new senators. 
According to Franco "Its like a 

class with power. Well all classes 
have power, we just have more." 

The new class will be some 34 
senators (only two are returning 
incumbents) large and features 15 
independent candidates (not spon­
sored by a club) and nine represen­
tatives elect who are members of 
the India club. That accounts for 
70.5 percent of the senate. 

Out of the 659 votes (12 
voids), Sophomore Paulo Amaral 

(Rotaract Club) was the top vote 
getter registering 168 or 25 percent 
of voters' go-a-heads. 

The voids were ballots which 
had votes for more than the maxi­
mum of 10 candidates. 

Independently sponsored, 
Freshman Justin Graham and 
Sophomore Jerret Henderson 
(Rotaract Club) followed Amaral 
with 153 and 138 votes respective^ 

iy-
Any student that had in there 

possession a Cerritos College iden­

tification card with a valid Fall 
2004 sticker was allowed to vote at 
any of the three location on cam­
pus. The three polling locations 
were the Food Court, Social 
Science patio and Health Science 
patio. 

This message was posted on 
the Go Cerritos website and is 
attributed to Franco. 

.. - ' -"We, the student government, 
look forward to a positive and pro­
ductive semester serving the stu­
dents of Cerritos College." 
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Sitting pretty: Olga Torres gets het eyebrows plucked by a Cosmetology student during Club Info Day 

Clubs line up to attract new members 
R A Y M O N D GALLEGOS 
Staff Writer 
rgallegos1@talonmarks.coni 

In between the library and 
the bookstore many clubs and 
organizations tried to get students 
involved in their programs. 

The Cerritos College health 
care center held a booth that 
many students overlooked 
because their fees. 

"Blood pressure and Glucose 
checks for diabetes are available." 
Katie Ho, an RN at the Cerritos 
College clinic said. "Many stu­
dents do not know about our clin­
ic and we want them to know." 

The US Bank table offered free 
checking accounts. 

Carly Elizabeth, Law major, 
supported her bank of choice by 
saying, "Every student that signs 

up for a free checking account 
only available to college students 
for four years will receive a free 
box of checks. This supports the 
student to make a clean separa­
tion from their parents when they 
enter the real world." 

The Career Services Depart­
ment handed out helpful infor­
mation on successfully filling out 
resumes, how to ace an interview, 
search strategies for jobs, and giv­
ing out information on employ­
ment web sites. 

The student can also get help 
picking a major at the Career 
Center; you can contact them at 
(562) 860-2451 or online at 
www.cerrtios.edu/career-services. 

There were other clubs that 
offered scholarships or that give 
to the community. 

One such club is the Scholars 

Honors Club. The club offers a 
wide range of privileges other stu­
dents do not get, but you must 
maintain a 3.0 grade point aver­
age or higher to join. 

Maria Ramirez,. English 
Literature major said, "Every 
semester, our club gives out one 
or two scholarships and we get 
special privileges like extra credit 
work that is not offered to the 
normal student plus it looks good 
on your college transfer papers or 
any resume." 

Tom Jackson, Cerritos 
College Board of Trustees mem­
ber, showed up at the Alpha 
Gamma Sigma enclosure to pro­
mote this dub. 

"We want to foster academic 
achievement and give many 
opportunities to service the com­
munity. Last April, $38,200 in 

Area college student dating self 
THINGS ARE REALLY STARTING TO HEAT UP 

Eric Peterson, top, has one of many romantic dinners with himself at their favorite restaurant. 

13y L I S A C H E N E Y 

Local college student Eric Peterson 

recently announced (hat he's entered a 

committed relationship—with himself. 

on my part, but it's been really nice for us to 

spend more time together." Peterson was 

apparently unaware of Free Checking from 

Washington Mutual. It's an account with no 

Peterson vehemently denied rumors that the monthly fees and the optiori to add Deluxe 

two were dating other people. "We're totally services like free online bill pay. And he 

committed to each other. 

We've never been happier." 

When asked what prompted 

the campus heartthrob to 

take himself off the market, 

he chalked it up in large part 

"We've never 
been happier" 

could h a v « gotten Free 

Checking just by visiting a 

W a s h i n g t o n M u t u a l 

Financial Center, then 

signed up fof online bill pay 

at wamu.com. "Dang," said 

to his current financial situation, claiming Peterson, " i f I had known about Free 

that monthly fees from his checking account Checking Deluxe, my current dating situation 

were making it too expensive for him to date would be different. I probably wouldn't have 

around. "It was partly a cost-effective decision settled down with someone so soori" 

FREE CHECKING DELUXE 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 8 8 - 7 0 0 0 

Washington Mutual 
M O R E K H U N I N T E F T E I tm< C D J , •- FDIC INSURED 

scholarships was given out by the 
state run organization," Jackson 
said. 

Religion seemed to play a 
large part on club day on last 
Wednesday and Thursday too. 

There was every aspect of 
beliefs from the Church of Latter 
Day Saints to the Muslims MSA 
club, which really wanted to show 
people that they are not different 
from any other religion. 

The Christian Students of 
Cerritos College were handing out 
freshly baked cookies and spread­
ing the name of the Lord. 

Angelica Alarcorn, 
Undecided, said besides sharing 
the word of the Lord, the club 
also does other things like, "Hold 
events Big Bear or Oregon." They 
recently just held a barbeque on 
campus for the club members. 

Board hears both sides on 
officer's D U I violation 

Continued from page 1 

tion by the DMV for his DUI, 
which she stated "was more than a 
minor traffic violation," since vio­
lations such as vehicular 
manslaughter are in the same cate­
gory, as well as for being partly at 
fault in the resulting collision. 

However, during the rebuttal 
Lackie argued that the District was 
basing Velazquez'S possible termi­
nation on nothing more than its 
own interpretation of DMV poli­
cies. 

Lackie said that the appointed 
hearing officer'S advice was to 
allow Velazquez to continue as an 
employee, and added that the 
campus police chief would gladly 
keep Velazquez. 

The C A M P U S Police 
Lieutenant, Richard Bukowiecki, 
however declined to provide the 
Talon Marks with a premature 
statement, since a finalized deci­
sion is yet to be reached by the 
Board of Trustees. 

"[The Board] interpreted that 
two DMV points are greater than 
two minor violations, which isn't 
stated anywhere," Lackie said. 

' Lackie also said that Section 
5008 did not say an employee 
should be terminated ii these vio­
lations take place. "Ypu can't tell 
what happens in a case like Mr. 

Velazquez's, 5008 doesn't say he 
can't drive a car...it doesn't say you 
must have the following prerequi­
sites to drive." 

. Ginsberg concluded that the 
Board of Trustees should consider 
the facts she presented when justi­
fying or rejecting the District's 
position, which is that Velazquez 
was clearly in violation of the 
Board Policies, and should there­
fore be immediately removed from 
his position as a Cerritos College 
Campus Police officer. 

In response, Lackie said, 
" [Velazquez] isn't making excuses. 
He understands discipline is forth­
coming." 

Lackie added that the purpose 
of the board policies is to repri­
mand misconduct appropriately, 
and not to terminate unjustly. 
"The law presumes, just like disci­
pline presumes, that he is to cor­
rect behavior; pay fines, and com­
plete remedial training are all parts 
of correction for misconduct 
which he served." 

He finalized by saying that, 
"Once fired, he will never be hired 
again. There's no agency, that I 
know of, that will put him to 
work," and by asking the board to 
give Velazquez another chance. 

Velasquez has been on paid 
administrative leave since 
September 2003. 

The next Board of Trustees 
meeting will take place on 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. 

BUILDING: 
Construction due 
to be completed in 2006 

Continued from page 1 

existing building, which will be 
the Natural and Physical Science 
building, only once the comple­
tion of the first phase is complete. 

The Science and Math build­
ing has plans of being completed 
by the fall of, 2006, by the Kemp 
brothers. 

Holly Bogdonovich, Director 
of Student Activities, said, " The 
new complex will provide our stu­
dents with an advance Science and 
Math labs, better facilities and 
classrooms, which will enhance 
their educational experience." 


