E—.

e e TR

Ty e ST

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 135, 2004
Volume 50 Ne 3

' www.talo'nmarks.com

Founded in 1955
11 i 10 Alondra B!vd Norwalk Ca 90650

 Off- duty DUI collision
‘center of discussion.
AD,wm GOMEZ

_Opinion Editor
‘dgomezi @talonmarks.com

The Board of Trustees heard both sides
of the case against Carlo Velazquez, a
"Cerritos College Campus Police Officer
currently on paid Administrative leave
during their Sept. 1 meeting.
This incident was the source of much
discussion at the BOT meeting.

hacl come to any conclusions in regard 1o
Officer Velazquez alter hearing the argu-
ments presented by both sides,

“Board members are not allowed to
disclose any decisive information,” Arthur
said. ’ .

Driver Clearance (5008), A section of
the Cerritos College District Board
Policies, has become the center of dispute
between the District and a Campus Police
officer who was found guilty of an off-
duty driving under the influence charge
(DUI). '

'He was charged with a related
vehicular collision in that same off-duty

thiough a cross—teference- made by the
District’s attorney) in which” he was
decJared to be partly at fault by the officer
préesent.

Specifically,
stites:

Drivers may drive District licensed
véliicles if their driving record during the
pa:t three years indicates no more than:

a. Two (2) minor citations; or

b. One (1) minor citation and one (1)
acdident (not at fault); or

<. One (1) accident (at fault) within
the past three (3) years. '

(Discretionary Education Code Section

Board Policy 5008.2

_ Ve]azquez, ancl his attomey, Michael
Lackie, a representative for public safety
employees, made an appeal to the BOT,
since it will determine whether he is to
remain an employee of the Cerritos
College Campus Police,

The college District also had an attot-_

ney present, Barbara Ginsberg, and each
side presented its case based on different
interpretations of the Driver Clearance
Code.

“The district [had] only locked at

|Velazquez's] DMV record to determine -

whether he should remain as an employee
or not,” Ginsberg said,

: J_hly 12', 2003, caused Velazquei to exceed

parts of thé section 5008.2 of the Board
Policies, argued Ginsberg.
" She said, “Section 17.8 of the Campus

_Police Procedures Manual [stated] ‘police

officers must alternate between vehicle
and foot patrol on each shift’” and added
that in exceeding the board policy,
Velazquez was not eligible to drive a
District vehicle, and therefore, could not
petform his duties as a Campus Police offi-
cer.

Ginsberg based this claim on the fact
that Velazquez was issued a twa-point cita-

Despite the discussion, BOT President
Bob Arthur refused to state if the board

Students
respond
to blood
shortage

JonNATHAN GARCIA
Staff Writer

;garcna! @talonmar’ks.mm e,

' “Theres a major blood sh rt{

age in California,” says American
Cross Senior Representative, Rob
Torrez. :
“Due to the fact that it's sum-
mer, school’s out and accidents
increase,” says Rob Torrez.

“Cerritos College Students have,

been supportive in offering a huge
supply of blood to local hospitals
in the month of September. .- L

“September is- always a good :

‘month at Cerritos College for

blood donations. The diversity of

Cerritos College helps in allowing
for .all types of blood as well,

‘which is greatly appreciate.”
_ This past Wednesday and
" Thursday and during the month of
August, the blood miobile, spon-
_sored by the Red Cross, was in the
‘Student Center asking students for
" one thing, to stop and take a few

minutes to donate blood,
Fot two days, Cerritos College

 students lined up to offer their
‘hand in helping the commumty s

local hospitals.
" From 45 minutes to an hour,

“the entire blood donating process

- consisted of checking in, answer-
ing a few brief health questions,

".and the actual donation process.
An adult body can hold any-

“where from 8-12 pints of blood. All
. 'the Red Cross asks for is one pint.
- Every pint of blood can potentially

save three lives,
: After the domation process,
students are asked to relax in a
“*'small area of the room and provid-

' ed with- juice, crackers, or cookies
: to prevent them from feeling

fatlgued sick, or dizzy.
_ In four to six weeks, The Red

~ Cross will mail all blood donors a

_ paper stating their blood type.
What can you do to stay on

“top of things before donating
" blood? “Drink plenty of water
"~ before you come, and don't forget
' to eat,” was advice that Business
+ major Jesika Go was offering stu-

dents. Go was also quick to state

- that everyone who donates blob;l

receives a free gift.
The blood drive was a success.
“Thank you Cerritos College for

* your continuing support in the

blood drive program,” said Torrez.

incident

(the records were acquired 70402)

The incident, which took place on

See DAIVER, page2

Rlcmno Ramirez/TM
Breakmg the supface: Board members Josh Franco, Bob
Verdeber, and Bob Epple take part in the Sept. 3 cen_; morty.

@ Math & Science Building
set to replace Lecture Halj;
will be “student friendly.”- *

- CHRISTOPHER OLIVARES

News Editor
colivares1 @talonmarks.com

Cerritos College began its first phase of making
the campus student friendly. Last Wednesday, facul-
ty, administrators, representatives from the state
and the community, attended the groundbreaking
of the new Science & Math building, which will
replace the Lecture Hall on the westside of campus.

As President Noelia Vela spokg to a small crowd
of comununity representatives and faculty about the
remarks she received from Senator Diana Feinstein
and Norwalk City Mayor Cheri Kelly about the sup-
port from the community and the passage of the
General Obligation Bond, as she welcomes everyone
to an historic moment for the college and intro-
duces the person involved in the process of the
phase for the college.

Nomn Fujimoto, Instructional Dean of Science,
Engineering and Mathematics said, “We are enteg-
ing a proud and exciting adventure in the commu-
nity for the college, 1 have seen many buildings
being placed on cainpus, but this is the {irst time we

demolished 3 building and have it replace by a new
building.” ,
- The Science & Math bulldmg will be funded by

the G.0. Bond, costing $20 million and it will con-

sist of 51,218 square feet while housing five biology
labs, four chemistry labs and six lecture halls.

. John Moore, board member said, “We are very
forturiate. We have a plan on how to use the G.0,

Bond money. Tt’s going well, especially with the

excitement of the new Science & Math building,
This is the jewel of the school that will out shine all
the surrounding school districts.” He also men-
tioned seeing Cerritos College in three to five years
being more technologically advanced to help sup-
port the needs of student education,

“A student friendly environment is the goal
that Cerritos College will be fulfilling for the future
of the campus,” says Cheryl Shimazu Biology
insiructor. She said that she assisted with Norm

Fujimoto and others in the division to contribute to

the plan\ning of the Science & Math building.
The Science and Math building is one of the
first buildings at Cerrjitos College to replace the

Lecture Hall. This is the first phése for the Science & _

Math building. : -
‘The second phase will be placed over another

See BUILDING, page?2

Senate race ends,

ERICK GALINDO
Sports Editor
egalindol@talonmarks.com

The President would like to
say a few words to his newly elect-
ed representatives.

“I would like to say [to the
new senators] that as a senator it is
a great opportunity to listen to the
concerns of the student body...to
represent its best interest,”

Your Student Body President,
Josh Franco, welcomed the chance

of presiding over the new congress,
Franco and his vérsion of Marc

Anthony (of Julius Creaser fame)

Vice President Saul Romero also
wanted to let the senators know
that they should enjoy it while it
lasts, because it “dcesn't last forev-
er.”

Lucky for the 52 people that
tan fof senate, the campaign does
not last forever.

It ended this past Thursday as
the ballot box, which was opened
a day before, closcd for the year

Franco welcomes lucky 34

and brought in 33 new senators.

According to Franco “Its like a
class  with power. Well all classes
have power, we just have more,”

The new class will be scine 34
senators {only two are returning
incumbents) large and features 15
independent candidates (not spon-
sored by a club) and nine represen-
tatives elect who are members of
the India club. That accounts for
70.5 percent of the senate.

Out of the 659 votes (12
voids), Sophomore Paule Amaral

(Rotaract Club) was the top vote
getter registering 168 o 25 percent
of voters’' go-a-heads.

_ The voids were ballots which
had votes for more than the maxi-
mum of 10 candidates.

Independently  sponsored,
Freshman Justin Graham _and'
Sophomore Jerret Henderson
(Rotaract Club) followed Amaral

with 153 and 138 votes respective- . ..

ly.
Any student that had in there
possession a Cerritos College iden-

tification card with a valid Fall
2004 sticker was allowed to vote at
any of the three location on cam-
pus, The three polling locations
were the Food Court, Social
Science patio and Health Science
patio.

_ This message was posted on

the Go Cerritos website and is
attrnbuted to Franco.
““We, the student govemment
Iook forward to a positive and pro-
ductive semester serving the stu-
dents of Ceritos College,”
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