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Protesting out loud 

S c r e a m : Simau Tuiali'i, Pacific Island studies major, rallies protest on 
students throughout California. 

At the count of 10, members of 
A.I.D.E. fell to the ground and lay 
still for 10 minutes, defying police 
and the blazing sun. 

"It's ok, but you need to get 
these people off the middle and 
move them to the side," Angel 
Castillo, Cerritos College police offi
cer, said to Marcela Sadler, peace 
and conflict major, w h o stood hold
ing a sign. 

According to Simau Tuiali'i the 
Die-In is supposed to symbolize the 
death of education in California, as 
reflected by the current fee increas
es from $11 to $26, and by future 

A.I.D.E. members hold 
'Die-In' to protest 
public school system 
budget cuts 

ERICK G A L I N D O 

Editor-in-chief 
editor@talonmarks. com 

Dead bodies blocked the path 
through Falcon Square 
Tuesday. 

On behalf of Action in Defense 
of Education, Cerritos College stu
dent organizations, including 
M.E.Ch.A. and FMLA, held a Die-In. See PROTEST page 3 

RYAN EDQUIST/TM 

current financial events that affect 

Protest bothers 
some, not others 

D A V I D GOMEZ 

News Editor 
news<S>talonmarks. com 

Student protesters echoed the 
words of singer Bob Marley's song 
titled, "Get Up, Stand Up," as 
they protested about tuition 
increases Tuesday. 

Campus Police arrived less 
than 10 minutes later, and the 
protesters were asked not to block 

See V I E W S page 3 
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FMLA 

F M L A student files 

sexual harassment 

claim against L.A. 

Fitness vendor 

D I O N A C A R I I X O 

Opinion Editor 
opinion@talonmarks. com 

L.A. Fitness was sur
prised with a harassment 
complaint from the 
Feminist Majority 
Leadership Alliance club 
and kicked off campus 
Thursday afternoon. 

Many companies have a 
permit to come on campus 
to promote, sell and adver
tise their product, but that's 
not all they are doing. 

W h i l e students w h o 
attend Cerritos College are 
assumed to receive much 
respect from these compa
nies, FMLA can beg to differ. 

Whi le tending to their 
rape awareness presentation 
in Falcon Square, one of the 
w o m e n in the club was 
greeted by an employee of 
L.A. Fitness. 

"I called a lady Tittle 
miss lady' and those ladies 
here (FMLA) got upset. All 
eight of them were laughing 
and yel l ing at me," said 
Marcus Thomas, L.A. Fitness 
employee. 

Franklin Martin, anoth
er L.A. Fitness employee, 
stated that FMLA started the 
argument while they just 
kept quiet. 

Martin added that it 

See FITNESS page 3 
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D I T O R I A L 

Higher fees, fewer students 
Most students who 

enroll in a communi
ty college do so with 

the intentions of transferring to 
a four-year university, such as a 
Cal State or a University of 
California, but that may 
become more difficult in the 
coming year. 

California legislature has 
made cuts to the public school 
system in the past. 

That resulted in an increase 
in tuition fees for all college 
students. 

Tuition for community col
leges went up from $11 in 2002 
to $18 in 2003 to $26 in 2004. 

Although the cost of tuition 
at community colleges is still 
significantly lower than four-
year universities, when the 
price of a two-year school rises 
so does the price of a four-year 
school. 

This is terrible news for stu
dents who wish to transfer in 
the near future. 

As if those cuts weren't 
enough, the state is proposing 
more cuts to the public school 
system. 

This would hike up the 
price of tuition, cut funding for 
financial aid, force schools to 
eliminate programs and reduce 
the amount of classes offered. 

The previous cuts have 
already forced some Cal State 

arid UC campuses to turn stu
dents away in the spring in 
order to keep the cost down. 

But as the cost goes up, the 
eligibility standards for finan
cial aid remain the same, so 
those who were ineligible 
before are still not eligible. 

Not all students get finan
cial aid, and not all students are 
approved for the Board of 
Governors fee waiver, and they 

KRT 

are the ones who are affected 
the most. 

Students who must pay for 
tuition end up having very lit
tle money left to pay for their 
overpriced textbooks, so some 
of them end up going through 
the semester figuring out how 
to study without having a book 
of their own. 

In order to have a democra
cy that works, the nation must 

have an educated public, but 
how can that happen if the 
public cannot afford to go. to 
school? 

The rising prices will force 
some students to postpone get
ting a higher education, indefi
nitely. 

If knowledge is power and 
power is everything, then every 
American has the opportunity 
to have it all and be equal. 

In this case, widening the 
gap between what students can 
afford and the actual cost of 
tuition is a slap in the face of 
equality, equivalent to the days 
when it was illegal to teach col
ored people to read. 

Education is a right and 
should, therefore, be accessible 
to all, not just to those privi
leged enough to be able to 
afford it. 

So, if our government can 
find money to give the rich a 
tax; relief, and if it can find 
money to fight a war, then it 
can definitely find money for 
public schools.! 

Students need to make their 
voices heard and make sure 
that Governor Arnold 

I Schwarzenegger gets the mes
sage. 

Write to the State govern
ment and protest the changes; 
your education depends oh it. 

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R ari welcome. They may be submitted both online and in person. In all cases, letters must be signed with,real 
names before they will be considered for publication, either online or in print. Campus related issues are given priority. Letters may be edited for 

length, though online versions tend to Include full content, as long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You may deliver letters to AC 42 or contact 
theeditorbye-mailateditor@talonmarks.com 

FRK SPEECH How do you feel about the possibility 
of a tuition increase? 

C o m p i l e d B y : D i o n a C a r r i l l o 
P h o t o s B y : Sunem R i v a s a n d W e r n e r G o m e z 

"It just scares me, 
because sometimes I 
have to pay it out of 
my own pocket." 

JAMIE SALAS 
psychology major 

"\ think it's negative. 
We're here to get an 
education and not the 
price. Give us a 
chance to an educa
tion." 
KARLA CHAVEZ 
criminal law major 

" I think if it goes up 
really high a lot of 
people won't be going 
to college because 
they won't afford it." 

REBECCA GODINEZ 
sports medicine major 

"Noooooo to Tuition 
increase!" 

KEVIN BANKS 

undecided major 

mailto:theeditorbye-mailateditor@talonmarks.com
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PROTEST: 
'Dead* bodies 
line pathways 
of Falcon Square 

Continued from page 1 

hikes and budget cuts. 
The bodies remained 

motionless, with the excep
tion of M.E.Ch.A. member, 
Bardo Martinez, Latin 
American studies major, 
w h o stood up and spoke to 
Castillo. 

Castillo again reiterated 
that they should move to 
the side, but Martinez 
explained that there were 
only two minutes left. 

The demonstration 
began with Tuiali'i imitating 
a siren as he passed through 
the tables set up outside the 
library for the Transfer 
Center's College Fair. 

If the siren didn't catch 
the attention of the many 
onlookers, then the chants 
of " N o more budget cuts!" 
must have, as the group 
quickly gained an audience. 

" I was just wondering 
what was going on," Marco 

Bodies*. Members ofA.I.D. 
the death of education. 
Lopez, art history major, 
said. 

"Everyone has an opin
ion...but I don't have one 
either way. I don't know 
what they are talking 
about." 

Some students did have 

CHRISTOPHER OLIVARES/TM 

E. lie down in protest. Their mock dead bodies symbolize 

an opinion however. 
"This is very rude.. .I 

want to get through," 
Giuliano Depieria, political 
science major, said. 

He did however agree 
with the tactics taken. 

"At !east they are using 

their freedom of speech and 
they are not getting violent, 
because that is when these 
things get out of hand." 

Despite any disagree
ments Tuiali 'i felt the 
demonstration went well. 

"We just wanted to raise 

awareness and we made an 
impact," he said. 

Sadler agreed, " W e 
stopped the normal busi
ness." 

However, even consen
ted doubted the impact. • 

"It's good ," said Laura 
Lopez, broadcast major, 
"they should take it out to 
the streets so that people 
know what's going on. 

Business major Luis Villa 
felt a different approach 
altogether would be more 
effective. 

"I agree with what they 
are fighting for, but they 
need to be more realistic. 

"They should meet with 
the Board of Education." 

Tuiali'i felt that even if 
they didn't make a very big 
impact they were preparing 
for an even bigger action. 

"This is just to get the 
word out for the statewide 
walkout on April 20." 

" W e are not alone," said 
Martinez, "the same thing is 
happening at Cal State Long 
Beach, UC San Diego and 
everywhere throughout the 
state." 

"Education is not a privi
lege, it is a right." 

FITNESS: 
L.A. Fitness 
gets kicked 
off campus 

Continued from page 1 

seemed as though FMLA 
were telling them they did
n't have free speech. 

Officer Angel Castillo 
drove to Falcon Square to 
revoke L.A. Fitness' permit 
for the rest of this semester 
and for the summer, and 
ordered the employees to 
exit the campus after receiv

ing a harassment complaint 
against L.A. Fitness over his 
dispatch. 

Thomas also mentioned 
that the FMLA women were 
saying that they just wanted 
to be able to walk down the 
street wjthout having some 
guy tell them something. 

Thomas replied by say

ing he wasn't doing any
thing, and that he just want
ed to say hello. 

This was not the first 
time L.A. Fitness received 
student complaints. 

Last semester they also 
had problems when they 
were calling students on 
campus fat, Castillo said. 

Rape victims 'air out laundry' 
D I O N A CARRILLO 

Opinion Editor 
opinion&talonmarks. com 

"She spoke and it 
stopped," "Survivors rule," 
"Stop the violence," " I will 
not be silent," " I didn't 
deserve it" and " I am 
strong" were some of the 
messages printed on T-shirts 
displayed on a clothesline in 
Falcon Square Thursday. 

The Feminist Majority 
Leadership Alliance, in con
junction with the Sexual 
Assault Crisis Agency of 
Long Beach, exposed aware
ness about rape and violence 
against women by accepting 
donations of T-shirts with 
messages of female victims 
of violence or rape, and by 
people w h o know victims of 
violence or rape. 

Evelin Barragan, S.A.C.A. 

prevention education, said, 
FMLA contacted her to have 
the presentation. 

"The clotheslines project 
represents women who are 
'airing out their dirty 
laundry' by breaking 
the silence of 
women w h o are vic
tims of violence and 
rape," Ba'rragan 
added. 

"Students can 
donate a shirt and 
print a message on it 
to share," Aubrey 
Simons-Araya, FMLA 
president, said. 

The goal of the 
project is to provide 
a safe way for 
women to speak out 
about, abuse and to 
educate the commu
nity about violence 
against women. 

"It is a good way to pro
mote awareness, because it 
keeps people here to read 
the shirts and be aware," 
Esmeralda Laveaga, criminal 

WERNER GOMEZ/ I'M 

Shocking: T-shirts with writing such as 
this one were on display last Thursday 
during a demonstration. 

justice major, said. 
Chris Sequeira, automo

tive major, said that he 
believes it gives people w h o 
have not been through such 

trauma a sense of 
empathy for the vic
tims. 

"It's shocking," 
Danita Kurtz, coor
dinator of the inter
national students 
program, said, 
"because someone 
out there had to 
endure this kind of 
pain." 

James Lopez, 
biology major, said, 
"It gets me angry, 
because nobody 
should have to go 
through this. It 
caught my attention 
because it is straight 
forward." 

VIEWS: 
Protest caus
es mixed 
reactions 

Continued from page 1 
the sidewalk located in 
front of Falcon Square. 

"You'd think these peo
ple would learn their les
son," stated Campus Police 
Officer Angel Castillo. 

Castillo said that 
although the protesters 
have the right to protest, 
they have to follow the law. 

" D o I have to paint a 
picture wi th a crayon?" 
Castillo asked. "Is it blatant 
disrespect, or are these peo
ple just pushing to see what 
happens?" 

Others, w h o were also in 
the vicinity, didn't share the 
same view. 

James Bell, a recruiter 
from Springfield Col lege 
attending the College Fair 
sponsored by the Transfer 
Center, felt it was not a dis
ruption, but rather encour
aged the students' vocaliza
tion of their beliefs. 

For a more complete 
story visit www.talon-
marks.com. 

http://www.talon-
http://marks.com
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Full extension: Cynthia Le'yva stretches to get an out for the Falcons during a game against 
Pasadena City College, played on March 3. The Falcons lost, 6-1, in the third game of their losing streak. 

Falcons break streak 
The Cerritos College softball 

team finally broke out of a three-
game losing streak against rival 
Long Beach City College on Friday. 

The Falcons recorded an 11-2 
win that was halted after six 
innings due to the eight-run mercy 
rule. 

Wi th the win, the Falcons 
improved to 8-4 overall and 2-2 in 

conference play. 
The Falcons will be hosting Mt. 

San Antonio College on Thursday 
at 3 p.m. 

Alex Castillo l imited the 
Vikings to six hits and two runs. 

She also went 3-for-4 at the 
plate, drove in three runs and 
crossed the plate three times. 

Castillo gave the team a 2-1 

lead in the top of the third inning 

with an RBI single and moved to 

second base on an error. 

The Falcons took advantage of 

six Viking errors on the day. 

There are 10 games remaining 

in division play for the Falcons 

before the Southern California 

Regionals start on May 7. 

DO YOU HAVE MILD T O 
MODERATE ASTHMA? 

We Are Looking For Volunteers a To Participate In A Clinical Research 
Between the ages of 18 and 75 Study. 
With mild to moderate asthma • Total of 6 visits to our testing facility 
Otherwise healthy • Lab results available upon request 
• Monetary compensation of up to $595.00 may be paid to qualified 

participants upon his or her completion of the study 

Environmental Health Service 
Los Amigos Research and Education Institute 

7601 E. Imperial Hwy., Downey CA 90242 

If You Are Interested Please Contact Us: 
(562)401-/563 

(8:00 a.m. - 3 :30 p.m.) 

Romar leads 
Washihgton 
toNo. l seed 

D A V I D PEREZ 

Co-Sports Editor 
sports@talonmarks.com 

Former Cerritos Falcon Lorenzo 
Romar has led the University of 
Washington Huskies to a spot in the 
N C A A Basketball Tournament for 
the second season in a row. 

In just his third season as 
Washington's head coach, Romar's 
Pac-10 champion-Huskies (27-5) 
have captured the N o . 1 seed in the 
A l b u q u e r q u e 
Regional bracket. 

The Huskies 
join Duke, Illinois 
and North 
Carolina as the 
other N o . 1 seeds 
in the 65-team 
tournament. 

Romar felt his team's high seed
ing was legitimate during a press 
conference this past Sunday in 
Seattle. 

"If you ask me, 'Do we deserve 
it?' My answer is 'Yes,'" Romar said. 

The selection committee has given 
the Huskies their highest tournament 
seeding since being named No. 5 in 
1985. 

Romar's sophomore season at 
Cerritos in 1978 was a successful one. 

The Falcons finished with a 23-8 
record, while Romar averaged 14.1 
points per game and set the school 
record for single-season assists. 

Boise, Idaho, will play host to 
the first-round match-up Thursday 
between the Huskies and N o . 16 
seed Montana (18-12) from the Big 
Sky Conference. 

R O M A R 

Latest scores 
3/12 Baseball: 
Cerritos 5 - East LA 9 

3/10 Men's tennis: 
Cerritos 8 - Marymount 1 

3/10 Women's tennis: 
Cerritos 9 - LB City 0 

3/10 Men's swimming: 
Cerritos 69 - Mt. SAC 62 

3/10 Women's swimming: 
Cerritos 31 - Mt. SAC 100 


