
Remembering 
Jeremy Lara 
" I lost my idol." 
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'Bomb' loca
tion: A suspicious 
package was located 
on the west end of 
the Kensco store. 
The bomb squad 
promptly responded 
and after two hours 
the ordeal was final
ly over when police 
announced it was a 
false alarm. 

INFOGRAPH BY BENEDICT 
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A call placed to the Sheriff's 
about a 'suspicious package' 
gets students' attention and 
causes an evacuation 

DAVID GOMEZ 
News Editor 

news@talonmarks.com 

See related 
photo-essay 
on page 4 

Beatriz Luis, undecided major, made her 
way out of the Social Science building last 
Friday and saw a bomb squad officer 
approaching two suitcases in protective 
gear. 

She, as well as other students, was told 

by officers that there 
was a suspicious pack
age in the Kensco store 
parking lot, and that 
she must remain 
behind the police tape which was set up in 
the northernmost section of the Social 
Sciences building. 

Jesse Mariscal, community services offi
cer, was present to ensure that no one 
crossed the steps of the SS building where 
the tape was placed. 

"I came out here and saw a bunch of 
cops. That's when I knew something was 
up," stated Luis Lopez, computer animation 

major. 
He was also among the students who 

were present at the time of the bomb scare. 
The police received a, call about a suspi

cious package sometime around 9:45 a.m. 
Just over two hours later, the police offi

cers, who had blocked off Alondra Blvd. 
from Studebaker road to Elmcroft St. and 
evacuated the homes directly next to the 
parking lot,' stated that there was no bomb, 
and that it was safe to allow everything to 
go back to normal. 

Although the source of the call was not 

See BOMB page 3 

r. Cerritos gets 

motional 
Cerritos College 
students bear all, 
but only one gets 
crowned champion 

JONATHON JORDAN 
Life Editor 

life@talonmarks. com 

Seth Contreras, sponsored by 
the International Students 
Association, won the Mr. Cerritos 
competition last Wednesday, dur
ing the Hoe Down Days festivities. 

The man, who dressed like a 

Mariachi, danced all over the stage 
and wore the Mexican flag on this 
rear end in the swimsuit competi
tion. 

"Just getting out and dancing 
was a blast. 

"I've been dancing all my life," 
Contreras said. 

"Hanging out with the guys is 
something I'll never forget," he 
later added. 

The event took place after the 
Chili Cook-Off in the Student 
Activities Center. 

See CONTEST page 3 

IBiiitai Congresswoman Linda 
Sanchez spoke about 
women's struggles and other 

\ topics this past Monday 

DAVID GOMEZ 
News Editor 

news@talonmarks. com 

mgmmmmmmm rnmm. 

Women's struggle 
lacks support 

DIONA CARRILLO 
Opinion Editor 

opinion@talonmarks.com 

Women's struggles were still 
struggling for recognition when 
few people attended the Women's 
History Month Film Festival on 
campus Tuesday afternoon. 

The film festival was the first 
event carried out for the 19 annu
al Woman's History Month cele
bration. This year's theme is 

"Women Change America." 
"It is important to celebrate 

women's history month because it 
marginalizes the movement, and 
to also discuss new goals to 
achieve for the future," Barbara 
Mueller, English instructor and 
women's history month commit
tee member, said. 

Despite Mueller's remarks on 
the importance of women's histo-

See W O M E N page 3 
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BENEDICT OKBASE/JM 
Art Olivares, Culinary Arts major, holds his In-N-Out meal during 
Hoe Down Days at Falcon Square Thursday. He was one in a 
group of several Culinary Arts majors standing in line during 
lunchtime. "In-N-Out is free," Olivares said. 
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" T h e f i r s t l e s s o n t h a t I l e a r n e d 

w h e n I a r r i v e d i n W a s h i n g t o n 

D . C is t h a t c o n g r e s s is n o t 

w i t h o u t i t s o w n g e n d e r - b i a s e s 

a n d p r e c o n c e i v e d i d e a s o f 

w h a t w o m e n a r e c a p a b l e o f . " 

" W o m e n ' s h i s t o r y m o n t h is 

i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e w o m e n 

h a v e c o m e s o f a r , a n d a f t e r s o 

m u c h s t r u g g l e , w e d e s e r v e t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e f l e c t o n o u r 

s u c c e s s e s b e f o r e w e r e j o i n t h e 

b a t t l e . " 

"I b e c a m e t h e f i r s t L a t i n a i n 

t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

c o n g r e s s t o s e r v e o n t h e 

J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e 

I m m i g r a t i o n S u b - C o m m i t t e e . " 

.. Women's rights was the topic of 
the night during Congresswoman 
Linda Sanchez's (D-CA-39) speech in 
honor of Women's History Month this 
past Monday. 

Female students were the target 
audience of Sanchez as she spoke 
about the prejudices a young Hispanic 
woman in congress faces. 

''Many people in Washington D.C. 
are pretty surprised that I am a mem
ber of Congress," Sanchez comment
ed. 

Students who were present each 
had their own purpose for being there. 

Liliana Raigosa, mechanical engi
neering major, and vice president of 
FMLA said her main purpose for being 
present at the speech was because she 
was a woman. 

Raigosa said she has been discrimi
nated against herself for being a 
woman, which made Sanchez's speech 
hit much closer to home. 

Sanchez spoke about other topics 
as well such as the fact that she 
became the first Latino woman to 
serve on the Judiciary Committee. 

She also serves on the Immigration 
Sub-Committee. 

Sanchez voiced her support for pro-
choice legislation and immigrant 
rights. 

Hulmaro Agustin, Chicano studies 
major, felt the speech was awesome, 
and was greatly moved that a woman 
of color held such a position. 

"I didn't know much about the 
INS, and that the police were being 

See SPEAKER page 3 

Presidential elections nearing 
V E I I A BOGDANOIT 

Staff Writer 
vbogdanoffl @talonmarks com 

Cerritos College once again 
tackles politics as it prepares for 
its annual Student Body President 
Election. 

Applications for becoming a 
candidate will be available in the 

'Student Activities office starting 
Mar. 7 at 8:30 a.m. 

They will be accepted until 4 
p.m. on March 31. 

Elizabeth Monge, program 
assistant in Student Activities, 
said students who should consid

er running are those who are 
going to stay at the college for a 
full year, have a sincere interest in 

advocating stu
dent issues and 
can get along 
well with people, 
as there is great 
diversity within 
the college com
munity. 

FRANCO Those hoping 
to gain the title of Student Body 
President must obtain 1000 sig
natures from students who 
approve of their candidacy. 

However, Monge said that it's 

important for students to under
stand that providing a signature 
is not a vote for the candidate. 

Students can sign as many 
petitions as they like, though 
they can only sign each petition 
once. 

Upon returning from spring 
break, the candidates must attend 
a mandatory orientation on April 
5. 

Publicity, such as the hanging 
of posters and flyers, will begin 
on April 6, when students will 
embark on the campaign trail. 

See ELECTIONS page 3 

New bus 
stop to be 
constructed 

NANCY ACEVES 
Staff Writer 

naceves ? @tabnmarks. com 

Changes will soon begin to 
take place on campus as the build
ing of a small transit station for 
the Cerritos on Wheels bus occurs 
this month. 

The construction of this new 

See WHEELS page 3 
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new Diaza 

WERNER GOMEZ/TM 

Voila: From left to right: Eric Gutierrez, member of the Cerritos Board of Trustees; Dr. Ted Edmiston, president of the Board of Trustees; 
Ruben Beltran, consul general de Mexico en Los Angeles; Dr. Noelia Vela, Cerritos College President; and Aurora Martinez, public relations for 
Constamex at a ribbon cutting for Plaza Comunitaria. The Mexican Consulate in partnership with the Department of Adult Education at 
Cerritoa College »'s offering' the new program fa bring- UtvracJ tadrfidj If^m'q^n"^ • • 

ERICK GALINDO 

Editor-in-Chief 
editor@talonmarks.com 

Mexican-American relations 
improved on campus last 
Wednesday, as Cerritos College in 
SAP opened its doors to "immi
grant education" during a ribbon 
cutting. 

Dr. Noelia Vela, Cerritos 
College president, gave speeches 
in both English and Spanish to 
commemorate the grand opening 
of Plaza Comunitaria and its liter
acy program located on 
the west side of the 
Community Education 
Building. 

"The foundation of 
literacy in ones first 
language...provides a 
good foundation for a 
new language," Vela 
said in Spanish and 
later translated parts of 
her speech. 

The Mexican Con
sulate in partnership 
with the Department of 
Adult Education at 
Cerritos College is 
offering the new pro
gram to bring literacy 
to adult immigrants as 
well as promote an 
atmosphere of stre
ngth. 

"The purpose of 
the program is to offer 
a new concept of edu
cation...more educa
tion toward literacy to 
offer support and 

allow parents to be examples for 
their children, while providing 
self-esteem for themselves," Ruben 
Beltran, consul general de Mexico 
en Los Angeles, said in English. 

"I will only say a few words in 
Spanish," he went on, "This proj
ect started in Mexico and has 
grown with thriving support from 
the community." 

The community seems behind 
it if not in it. 

According to Beltran there are 
four other Plazas in Los Angeles 
County with an approximated 157 

members of the 
Hispanic commu
nity. 

Juan Mojarraz, 
who is a student of 
the program, said 
he had relearned a 
lot of what he had 
forgotten and en
couraged any stu
dent to take the 
courses. 

Nick Kremer, 
the executive dean 
of the program, 
said, that it only 
offers Spanish 
classes, but left the 
window open to 
other immigrants. 

"The Mexican 
government is pro
viding the pro
gram. 

"If the Chinese 
government gives 
us money than 
we'll start teaching 
classes in Chinese." 

WERNER GOMEZ/TM 

Consul: Ruben 
Beltran, consul gener
al de Mexico en Los 
Angeles 

Plazas 
Paramount: 
(562) 408-1855 
(562) 220-2145 

•• Downey 
(562) 922-6505 
Palmdale 
(661)456-3079 
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S t a t e C o m p e n s a t i o n I n s u r a n c e F u n d 

111 

If you're ready to apply your knowledge and skills in the post-
graduation job market, then toss your hat in with State Fund. 

State Fund, the leading workers'compensation insurance 
courier in California, is interested in graduates seeking 
opportunity and stability. We offer a wide range of positions 
throughout California, plus an environment that will foster 
your continued growth. 

At State Fund you'll find exceptional benefits,professional 
training to expand your horizons, and many advancement 
possibilities. 

Learn how you can join us by visiting www.scif.com or by 
contacting I lurnan Resources at 415-565-1 ?22. Then launch 
your career with State Fund and rise to new heights. 

Career opportunities 
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Say it with me now—FREE Checking. r 

Isn't free a great word? Check out our free 
checking account and put it to the test. 

Introducing a checking account that lives up to its name. Call today and let us 
help you get the most from your Financial Partners membership. 

Free Checking Account 
• No minimum balance, no monthly fee, no direct deposit 

• Free MasterMoney® debit card 

• Free eBanking and eStatements 

• Free Payment Manager (with a minimum of 5 pmts/month) 

• Free 24/7 automated account access by phone—and much more! 

It's easy to switch to a Financial Partners Checking account. 
To learn more, visit us online or visit your local branch! 

ial 11 F i n a n c i a l ¥ P a r t n e r s 
CREDIT UNION 

www.fpcu.org 

Downey Office 7800 E. Imperial H w y (Imperial @ Smallwood, 
west o f Paramount) • 800.950.7328 • w w w . f p c u . o r g ' 

mailto:editor@talonmarks.com
http://www.scif.com
http://www.fpcu.org
http://www.fpcu.org
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CATHY LOZANO/TM 

MaHachh Contreras came out in a Mariachi outfit stunning the 
crowd during the talent portion. Many women, along with a few men, 
were on hand to cheer on their favorites. 

CONTEST: 
Nine other men 
fail to defeat 
dancing Mariachi 

Continued from page 1 

The other contestants were 
Paulo Amaral, Rotaract Club; 
Cristian Galvez, Phi Rho Pi; 
Moises Gutierrez, independent; 
Eddie Rodriguez, independent; 
Isaiah Espiritu, Karbarkada; 
Dennis Diaz, independent; 
Filemon Garcia, DSCC; James 
Pino, Phi Beta Lambda; and Ryan 
Paragas, CCM. 

Many women, along with a 
few men, were on hand to cheer 
on their favorites. 

Carolyn Cortes, nursing major, 
was rooting for Espiritu. 

Cortes stated that her favorite 
part of the competition was the 
performances put on by the con
testants. 

"The performances were inter
esting, unique and very cultural." 

Then there was the talent por
tion of the show, followed by the 
swimsuit competition. 

Contreras came out in a 
Mariachi outfit stunning the 
crowd during the talent portion. 

For losers it was fun despite the 
outcome of the event. 

"I entered to have a good time, 
not to win," Paragas added after 
the show. 

education' 
JONATHON JORDAN 

Life Editor 
Jjfe@talonmarks.com 

Born and raised by his grand
parents, Ce'drick Bridgeforth was 
presented with the opportunity to 
spread the1 word of how many 
grandparents raise their grandchil
dren. 

After witnessing Bridgeforth's 
presentation in the doctoral pro
gram, Ni Bueno, health, physical 
education and athletics instructor, 
held a presentation entitled, 
"Parenting 2005: Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren." 

The presentation was held in 
the Teleconference Center 
Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

"I felt that this would be a 
good topic at Cerritos," Bueno 
said. 

She later added, "I hope that 
they see how this topic may trans
late into their own lives." 

Bridgeforth worked on the 
project while chasing his doctor
ate program at Pepperdine 
University. 

"I feel it to be a responsibility 
to make people aware and educate 
them about the resources out 
there for grandparents," 
Bridgeforth said. 

One such resource is a program 
called Grandma House. 

In a video presentation of 
Grandma House, grandmothers 
told their stories about how hard 
it is to raise their grandchildren. 

There were several students on 
hand who were raised by their 
grandparents. 

Kassaudra Flippin, child devel
opment major, was amongst those 
students. 

"It was nice see how many 
other people went through what I 
went through," she stated. 

Bridgeforth said that there are 
between four and five million 
children being raised by their 
grandparents. These are grandpar
ents who have legal custody of 
their grandchildren in any way. 

SPEAKER 
Sanchez delivers 
speech for Wo
men's History 

Continued from page 1 

assigned INS duties, that was very 
informative," Agustin stated. 

"Today in Congress, reproduc
tive choice is under assault by this 
administration, the congress and 
individuals throughout our coun
try. We have men in the highest 
seats of government who strongly 
oppose giving women the right to 
make vital decisions about their 
own health," Sanchez stated. 

Jessica Vasquez, women's stud
ies major, agreed with Sanchez's 
position on reproductive rights, 
she stated that she liked the fact 
that Sanchez was a feminist. 

She voiced her opposition to 
the Bush Administration's focus 
on abstinence and marital educa
tion, but diminished focus on fam
ily planning. According to 
Sanchez, it is important to equally 
educate about abstinence and fam
ily planning. 

Violence against women was 
also a major focus of Sanchez's 
speech and she discussed her sup
port for classifying such acts as 
hate crimes. 

Sanchez shed light on the Bush 
Administration's proposal for pri
vatized social security and stated 
that if the proposal were to pass, 

women would have their benefits 
reduced. 

At the conclusion of Sanchez's 
speech, audience members were 
able to ask questions. 

• Among those >vho seized the 
opportunity was ASCC President 
Josh Franco who asked how males 
could take part in increasing 
equality and opportunities for 
women, to whom Sanchez replied 
that advocacy and being involved 
were the most influential methods 
for change. 

After the presentation, Sanchez 
addressed the issues of people in 
the audience one on-one. 

Laura Stone, exercise science 
major, told Sanchez about prob
lems with the city of Whittier. 

Stone stated that she really 
agreed with what Sanchez said 
about people getting involved in 
what they want done. 

Sanchez felt that for the com
munity college itudent, "involve
ment and participation in voting 
(is important)., for young people 
it's critical to educate themselves 
about the issues and the candi
dates and to actually vote." 

Loretta Sanchez (D-CA-47), 
who was to speak as well, was 
unable to attend since she was 
attending a United Nations 
Symposium in New York at the 
time. 

However she left a video mes
sage for the audience in which she 
stated that the global average of 
women in government is only 10 
percent, and in the United States it 
stands at 14 percent. 

WHEELS: 
Construction of 
new bus stops 
hopefull 

Continued from page 1 

bus stop was arranged by an agree
ment made in 2004 amongst the 
Cerritos Community College 
District and the City of Cerritos. 
The agreement stated that all of 
the costs for this new bus stop 
being built will be covered by the 
City of Cerritos. 

When the construction of the 
new bus stop is complete, students 
will no longer have to wait for the 
bus in lots C-2 and C-3 and 

instead will have to wait for the 
bus on the South side of campus in 
lotC-11. 

When asked what the positive 
effects that this change will have 
on students, Robert Riffle, Director 
of Physical Plant replied, "It will 
provide a safe location where stu
dents can wait for the bus without 
having to be in a tight congested 
area." 

Riffle explained that this new 
bus stop will be built in the planter 
area and therefore should not 
affect parking in lot C - l l . 

"Hopefully the construction of 
the bus stop will begin sometime 
this week;" Riffle added. 

The completion of the new 
COW bus stop is expected to occur 
towards the end of March or until 
the beginning of April 2005. 

ELECTIONS: 
New rule 

s 

increases signa
tures to 1,000 

Continued from page 1 
Monge believes that the most 

effective part of the process is 
when candidates take the time to 
present their positions to other 
students. 

She recalled how, as a student, 
she enjoyed having candidates 
come to her classes. "It was nice to 
have somebody come to class and 

speak about what was going on." 
Doing so, she said, creates stu

dent awareness about the election, 
and can help get them involved in 
voting. 

However, some students need 
no encouragement to become 
involved in college politics. 

Ian Van Cong, nursing major, 
said, "I plan on voting. I'm look
ing forward to it." 

Monge believes that the experi
ence of the presidency provides 
students with qualities they can 
take with them into the world. 
The biggest thing they walk away 
with, she said, is confidence, 
knowledge and the ability to work 
with many types of people, which 
is important in any position. 

BOMB: 
Alondra sealed 
off during 
bomb scare 

Continued from page I 
given to the Talonmarks, John 
Davis, captain for Engine 115 of 
the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department, who was also present 
at the scene, stated that the initial 
call may have come from a Kensco 
employee or shopper. 

The fire department was noti
fied about the incident by the 
Sheriff's Department. 

"They requested we stand by 
in case of a fire or in case someone 
was injured by an incendiary 
device," Davis stated. 

Sheriff's deputy Randy Spurrier 
was the first to respond to the call. 
Yet it was bomb squad deputy 
Mike Digby who approached the 
suspicious packages in full protec
tive gear. 

According to deputy Digby, 
they get calls of this nature about 
everyday, but to those who were 
in their homes at the time of the 
incident, the ordeal was anything 
but routine. 

Carol Thomas, Norwalk resi
dent, was in her home when she 
heard knocking at her door. 

"The police told me that I had 
to evacuate," Thomas stated. 

She, as well as her neighbors, 
were promptly told by police that 
they had to leave their homes. 

Solomon 
helps bring 
awareness 
to campus 

A i l CHAHINE 
Staff Writer 

achahine1@talonmarks.com 

Dr. Numala Solomon was host 
to an event on California sweat
shops last Tuesday. 

Invited to speak was lead 
organizer of garment workers, 
Joann Lo, who spoke on behalf of 
the exploited workers in the Los 
Angeles garment industry. 

She brought awareness of the 
pyramid of power and profit. 

Her concern reached far 
beyond Los Angeles. 

She also blamed the world 
trade organization for creating 
free trade agreements, which cre
ate competition for cheaper labor 
throughout the world. 

Lo also stated that "students, 
who are a major part of the pur
chasing population, have the abil
ity to provide power to the work
ers by demanding it from the 
companies." 

Students in the audience 
showed great interest. 

One student asked why these 
workers don't get legal documents 
to work; the response by one 
worker who attended was, "It isn't 
easy, especially when we can't 
even get a California license." 

MARIA GUTIERREZ/TM 

Onlooker: To the left Carlos Jimenez and Maria Perez look at a 
documentary at the Teleconference Center. 

WOMEN: 
Importance 
overshadows 
attendance 

Continued from page 1 

ory month, roughly around 15 
people attended the film festival 
and of those 15 people, all of them 
stated they came in order to 
receive extra credit for one of their 
classes, which included English, 
history, sociology and speech. 

" I honestly came here because 
I need points for my class," Delia 
Trujillo, nursing major, said. 

Conochita Munoz, liberal sci
ence major, said she attended 

because she needs extra credit for 
her class, but that she believes 
women's history month is a won
derful thing, because it recognizes 
the struggles women have gone 
through. 

Although the! attendance was 
scarce and the reasoning was pro
voked, the Feminist Majority 
Leadership Alliance Club, who 
sponsored the film festival, stands 
behind the women's movement 
head strong. 

"Women's history month is 
necessary and important because 
it allows people to realize what 
women have gone through and 
with these events, we hope to 
bring awareness of the ongoing 
struggle women are still facing 
today," Aubrey Simons-Araya, 
FMLA president, said. 

I I O S COLLEGE 
1955-2005 

Cerritos prepares for half-century mark 
DIONA CARRIIXO 

Opinion Editor 
opinion@taionmarks.com 

Cerritos College has made its way 
over the hill to its 50-year anniversary 
of being an active institution for Los 
Angeles County and has plans to cele
brate it with a handful of events. 

"It's important that any oiganiza-
tion or institution that has been 
around for 50 years is celebrated," 
Megan Richardson, coordinator of pub
lic affairs, said. 

The 50-year anniversary is being 
conducted by three committees, 
Richardson added. 

The honorary committee includes 
people Cerritos College has much 
respect for and whose' names will also 
help promote the event; the steering 
committee involves employees and stu
dents (of Cerritos College); there are 
also the sub-committees. 

Chi-Chung Keung, director of pub
lic relations and marketing for the col
lege and chairperson of the 50 
Anniversary Steering Committee, said, 
"Our 50 Anniversary Steering 
Committee has drawn from countless 
sources to make this a memorable year. 

"Remarkable changes have occurred 
\fi this area during the past 50 years, yet 
the college's commitment to its stu

dents and its community was as evi
dent then as it is now." 

The anniversary committees offi
cially introduced several commemora
tive elements for its 50 Anniversary 
Celebration on Mar. 2 . 

One of the elements includes a web 
site featuring historic photos and per
sonal reflections of former students 
and staff. 

Celebrations will continue once the 
fall semester begins in September with 
a special convocation luncheon, and 
will end in October with a fund-raising 
gala dinner and silent auction. 

For more info visit the 50-anniver-
sary web site at www.cerritos.edu/50. 

mailto:Jjfe@talonmarks.com
mailto:achahine1@talonmarks.com
mailto:opinion@taionmarks.com
http://www.cerritos.edu/50
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PHOTOS AND WORDS BY ERICK GALINDO 

A potential, bomb threatened the 
south side of Cerritos College as well 
as buildings across Alondra Boulevard 
last Friday. 

Two suspicious containers were 
found on the east side of the Kensco 
store. 

After receiving the call at 9:45 
a.m., police and firemen closed off 
Alondra for a two-block radius and 

evacuated near-by buildings and 

homes. 

The bomb squad arrived and set 

up a "rope trick." 

Officials declined to elaborate on 

what a rope trick is, but the trick 

revealed no danger. 

The threat never materialized and 

officials opened up the street approx

imately two hours after the initial 

call. 

ABOVE: The Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Bomb Sqilad 
arrives at the scene, where 
the local police explain the sit
uation and the location of the 
potential bomb. 

LEFT: Tern Ramirez, Cerritos 
College police officer, seals off 
the Social Science Building 
with caution tape. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Bomb squad 

deputy, Mike Digby sets up a 

rope trick on the suspicious 

packages. 

BELOW: Deputy Randy 
Spurrier, of the Norwalk 
Sheriff's station, picks up the 
packages after finding noth
ing inside of them. 
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Evening 
students 
get activity 
night 

ROSALI CASTILLO 

Staff Writer 
Rcastillo 7 @talonmarks. com 

The nighttime activity was one 
of several topics discussed during 
Monday's ASCC Cabinet meeting. 

The nighttime activity is an 
event held by ASCC for students 
who attend classes in the evening. 

The event will take place on 
April 19 and will start at 5:30 p.m. 

This activity is "a way to allow 
students to meet the ASCC mem
bers," Jacqueline Benavide, sociol
ogy major, said. 

She also mentioned that "it's a 
way to promote Operation 
Outreach and the ASCC 
Presidential election." Another 
item discussed was the planning 
of a wireless internet service being 
installed on the campus. 

According to business major 
David Bronson the results were 
"One-hundred percent said yes, 
they would be interested in a wire
less internet service." 

ASCC President Josh Franco 
gave updates on the 
Gocerritos.com web site and men
tioned the increase of visits and 
subscribers to the web site. 

He also mentioned that the 
idea for a parking structure will 
not be followed, but more parking 
will be added. 

'Hoe Down' attracts students 
Day one: Chili Cook-Off 

SUNEM RIVAS 
Copy Editor 

Srivas 7 @talonmarks. com 

How do you like your chili? 
• Bertha Barreto, social work 

major, prefers it "not too hot," but 
found most of the chili made for 
the Annual Hoe Down Days Chili 
Cook-Off Contest to be just the 
opposite. 

The contest was held last 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Student Center. 

Eleven participants brought in 
their homemade chili for judging 
in three categories: Hottest, Most 
Unique and Judges' Favorite. The 
winner of each category received a 
plaque. 

Brenda Scranton, instruction
al dean of liberal arts and one of 
the judges of the event, was not 
too worried about how hot the 
chili was. 

"I was looking for something 
close to what I cook," Scranton 
said. 

The Most Unique award was 
given to Subba Freddy Kalam, 
pharmacy technician club mem
ber, who could not attend the 
event because he had class. 

Maria Alvarez, pharmacy tech
nician club treasurer, was there to 
represent him. 

"He is from India and it is his 
own secret recipe. Instead of beans 
he uses chicken in his chili. He 
also adds other secret ingredients 
that make your mouth burn after 
you finish eating it," Alvarez said. 

Day two: In-N-Out Day 

RAYMOND GALLEGOS 

Staff Water 
Rgallegos 7 @ta!onmarks. com 

BENEDICT ORBASE T M 
Tasty: Shirley Hernandez enjoys her burger while Vanessa Wong 
takes a drink, bothpre-med majors were hanging out and listening to 
the Jim Gibson Bund during Thursday's Hoe Down Day event. 

between classes. 
In addition to the free cheese

burger, chips and soft drink stu
dents received with a valid 
Cerritos College ID, students were 
also treated to a live jazz/rock 
band by the name of The Jim 
Gibson Band. 

The Falcon stage was full of 
students enjoying their free meals, 
as they listened to the bahd play. 

Viviana Lomeli, architect 
major, enjoyed herself as she lis
tened to the band, "I like it so far." 

Gibson has been playing for 
the Cerritos College Hoe Down 
Days for about 10 years. "We like 
coming out here for Hoe Down 
Days," he said. 

The line for free In-N-Out 
cheeseburgers stretched all the 
way from the bookstore to the 
library front doors; day two of 
Hoe Down Days took place in 
Falcon Square !3st Thursday 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Kimberly Kendricks, nursing 
major, exclaimed, 'It's worth wait
ing in line...I love In-N-Out." 

Other students, like Aldo 
Renteria, teaching md liberal arts 
major, just wanted to kill time 

Day three: Booth Day 

HERSSON PRECIADO 

Online Editor 
Online@talonmarks. com 

Booth Day, which was moved 
from last week due to the possibili
ty of rain, puts each club in a carni
val booth in order to raise funds for 
the individual clubs. They gave out 
ASCC-provided prizes to the win
ners of the games. 

ASCC student government was 
soaked as they participated in the 
dunk tank to help Inter Club 
Council scholarships. 

Some of the clubs running 
booths included the International 
Students of America Club, which 
ran a basketball booth. 

Stacy Necato, a member of the 
club, said that she noticed there 
were more people this year than 
last year. 

Rotoract Club wasn't having 
the same level of interest for its 
football tossing game. 

Vice President Karla Martinez 
mentioned that things seemed to 
be moving slowly, but that the 
planning for the event was great. 

Despite the fact that many 
clubs recorded high participation 
in their booths, not everyone was 
into the festivities. 

"I just don't have the time for 
that kind of stuff; I can throw my 
money away somewhere else," 
Mario Silva, undecided major, said 
as he sat on the other side of the 
quad finishing classwork. 

For a more complete story visit 
www.talonmarks.com. 

New election 
rules keep 
court busy 

KENNETH PAHNGAN 

Staff Writer 
Kpakingan 1 @talonma'rks. com 

The ASCC Court prepared for 
the upcoming presidential elec
tion last Tuesday, as it discussed 
the updated application, elec
tions board and presidential 
forum. 

Before a candidate runs, he or 
she must complete an applica
tion; the newly revised applica
tion has raised the petition por
tion to 1000 signatures. 

Holly Bogdanovich, director 
of student activities, said, "If it 
falls short of a thousand signa
tures, you're out." 

The new rule applies immedi
ately for this upcoming election. 

Regarding the new change, 
Joe Corbarrubio, ASCC Chief 
Justice, said, "I think the applica
tion is there to see if people want 
it bad enough. I think the impact 
of having such a large application 
will weed out the candidates." 

Depending on the results of 
this upcoming election, the new 
changes may be repealed. 

To help with the upcoming 
presidential elections, an elec
tions board of three court justices 
will be created. 

These court justices will help 
candidates with immediate prob
lems and bridge the gap between 
the candidates and the court jus
tices. 

The presidential forum for 
this election will be held April 14. 
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£ D I T R I A L 

There seems to be one issue at the 
helm of all political discussion these 
days, but unlike the Michael Jackson 
case, the outcome of this discussion 
will affect you. 

In the past few months, the most 
critical domestic issue in the United 
States has been Social Security. 

It is possible that you are sitting 
there wondering why Social Security 
reform could even remotely change 
your daily life of homework and work-
work and while the connotation of 
the program does imply a retired per
son, it actually depends on younger 
generations to pay for the current sen
ior citizens. 

Social security was created in 1935 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt's administra
tion as a response to the market crash 
in the 1920's. The program is sup
posed to prevent another massive 
depression, because the market is 
always bound to crash. 

As an editorial board we feel it is 
our duty to present both sides of the 
argument in our best attempt to 
inform the people we feel we serve 
and will be most affected by the pro
posed constitutional change: 

PRO 
In his State of The Union Address, 

President Bush stressed his concern on 
what the Administration believes to 
be a crisis concerning the program. 

His Administration suggests that 
by the year 2042, Social Security will 
be bankrupt due to the 77 million 
baby boomers heading toward retire
ment. 

Accordingly, the dministration has 
proposed privatizing the program by 
placing tax dollars into individual 
stock accounts, giving the funds an 

opportunity to grow. 
The plan proposes a free system in 

which people can manage their own 
finances and build on the r sj\>rgs 

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERTO ESTARANETTA 

1'he Administration insists that this is 
the best solution. 

There are many critics to Bush's 
purposed plan to fix the system. 

There are arguments that he has 
yet to propose a solution for those 
who lose their money when one of 
the companies invested in, goes bank
rupt. 

oon 
Critics claim that his plan is an 

outrageous attempt of destroying the 
program. 

According to the President's oppo
nents he is proposing to solve the cri
sis by reinstating the same system 
Social Security is supposed to protect 
the people from. 

Critics also argue that if the 
Administration was really interested 
in solving the programs problems, our 
national minimum wage would 
increase to accommodate the standard 
living needs; therefore, our tax dollars 
would increase and our Social Security 
funds will receive more funds. 

However, it is obvious that the 
corporations that oppose social pro
grams wouldn't support an increase in 
minimum wage, or any president that 
supports it. 

Due to the unwillingness of the 
majority of the nation to accept the 
plan, the Administration has taken a 
step back from its attempt of reform; 
the program's problem has yet to be 
solved. 

These are simply some of the argu
ments for and against the proposed 
plan, but the fact remains that this is 
an important issue and we urge you to 
get informed and at all times be 
involved. 

. s o * , - i 

' L E T T Iks T O VHE E D I T O R are WELCOME. They may be submitted both online'anfy IN person. In all cases'; letters must Vtsigftett with real names before they' 
will be considered for publication, either online or in print. Campus related issues ARE given priority. Letters may be edited for length, though online versions tend 
to include full content, as long as it is not libelous or in poor taste. You nuy deliver letters to AC 42 or contact the editor by email at eililor(alaloiimarks.coin 

S t o p c r y i n g 
"Dubya" is in the White House, and 

Republicans control Congress; under President 
Bush, the religious right has control of 
Washington. 

Yet, some have the audacity to say that 
America is being stripped of its religious foun
dation. 

The separation of church and state is to 
ensure that the state does not endorse any par
ticular religion. 

Getting rid of "one nation under God" is 
not going to infringe On your right to practice 
your religion freely; no one said you have to 
stop praying to your God. 

Believe it or not, the phrase "one nation 
under God" is an endorsement of the Judeo-
Christian God; it does not refer to just any god 
in general. 

The monument of the Ten Commandments 
at the steps of the Alabama courthouse is of the 
Judeo-Christian religion. 

When people are sworn into office or sworn 
in when testifying in court, they swear to God. 

To include God in all these aspects of secu
lar life is wrong. 

It is time for this country to endorse 
Christianity once and for all (which would be a 
big mistake) or remove God from all govern
ment affairs. 

We need to get rid of this ambiguity. 
After all, I don't hear anyone complaining 

Co-Sports Editor 
jfts@tatonmarks.com 

about Allah not being included in the Pledge of 
Allegiance or monuments to the Koran not 
being erected at state courthouses. There has 
been no outcry about that. 

But let the nation honor its promise of sep
arating church and state by kicking Jesus out of 
the courthouse and all of a sudden there would 
be uproar. 

Don't be absurd and cry about your reli
gious freedoms being itripped. No one is stop
ping you from going lo church. 

N o one is stopping you from kneeling 
down, putting your hands together and asking 
God to let you win the lottery. 

I don't care if you believe in the Tooth Fairy, 
the Easter Bunny, Santa Clause or leprechauns. 

I just don't want to hear about it. How is 
this nation losing its religion? 

We have a president who wants to change 
our Constitution in order to keep same sex cou
ples from marrying each other. 

A crusade he is at the forefront of, because 
his Christian God does not like the idea of two 
men having sex with each other. 

And yet the nation is losing its religion. 

L e t t e r t o t h e £ 

That same man is .trying to put prayer back 
into public schools. 

Yet the nation is losing its religion. 
Ever since the peep show at the Super Bowl, 

the FCC has been censoring broadcast media 
left and right, which is a serious threat to the 
First Amendment. 

There was a nation-wide lynching of the 
media, because we all saw where babies feed. 

This nation needs to pull the metal rod out 
of its back side and lighten up. 

This is supposed to be a nation of equality, 
where everyone is represented equally or not at 
all. 

So, if you're going to leave God in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, then throw Allah and 
Buddha in there too. 

If you're going to place monuments of the 
Ten Commandments at state courthouses, then 
put a monument honoring Islam, Buddhism, 
Hinduism and yes, even something special for 
those Satanists that exist in this country. This 
nation must cater to every group, because the 
Constitution says it has to and that is why this 
nation is supposed to be so great. 

So those of you who believe that making 
the public sector a religiously neutral zone is 
making this country lose its religion and 
morals, then maybe those beliefs weren't that 
strong to begin with. 

d i f o r 

Student g o v e r n m e n t gets big laughs 
I find it funny that the Associated Students 

of Cerritos College even believe that they make 
as huge an impact on the college as they think. 

Honestly, have they done anything for the 
students this semester, or the last or ever? 

Yes, I see the banners "Hoe Down Days" and 
"Homecoming," but those events are already 
made for them. All they have to do is sign a 
piece of paper and that's it. Anybody can do 
that, even a monkey. 

Last fall semester, when ASCC wannabes 
wanted to be elected for senator, they all put up 
posters to vote for number 11, 4, 8, 19, etc.; all 
of them promised to do something for the 
school, like they will lower students' fees, and 
create school spirit. 

No changes have been made whatsoever. 

Back in 2002-2003 the ASCC president 
dropped out, serving only half the term, and 
during the 2003-2004 semester when Grads 
wanted to run for president, she campaigned 
for three weeks and then was disqualified 
because of "unknown reasons;" she failed to 
meet requirements. 

History has shown us that the majority of 
senators drop out of office or are dropped for 
not meeting requirements; meaning that they 
failed a class or two. 

So, this brings a .^reat question, what is it 
that makes them think they are better than 
everyone else? Is it that preference parking 
spot? 

Is it being confined in a small room once a 
week, not even arguing, just talking about the 

same issues over and over again until the 
semester is over without accomplishing any
thing? That is it? 

Whether ASCC likes to accept it or not, they 
are a joke, they are nothing; all they are getting 
are the titles for their resumes. Next time I see 
one of ASCC's campaigning posters, I will spit 
on it, and nobody will care. Hear that ASCC? 

Nobody cares, nobody vvill notice if you are 
gone. 

Just like at a party there's always somebody 
that nobody notices, that's yod ASCC. Have fun 
choosing, not electing, your senators and pres
ident. 

Juan 
itsmejuart@gmail.com 

.91 
In regards to the recent hospitaliza
tions of the pope, how do you feel it is 
affecting the Vatican with the choosing 
of the next pope? 
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'It's really up to God and 
not about us. He is really 
just a leader of 
Catholicism as a whole." 

ZEPHANIAH MEL 
political Science major 

"I dont think his illness 
will affect the Vatican. In 
case of a death, we will 
have another era in 
Catholicism leadership." 

PAULO AMARAL 
business/political science 
economics major 

"To be honest, I think the 
pope's time has come. I 
heard there were talks 
about an Honduras pope' 
being appointed in the 
past, but it never hap
pened." 

SAUL REYES 
business administration major 

"The pope's illness will 
affect mostly the elderly's 
faith in Catholicism. 
Questions and doubts will 
arise as to what will hap
pen in their leadership." 

JESSICA HAMILTON 
business major 

"I don't think his illness 
will affect Catholicism too 
much, but followers who 
see him as the basis of 
their faith will be most 
affected." 

Leon Green 
psychology major Instructional Aide 

Jorge Medina 

mailto:jfts@tatonmarks.com
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ying objects 
"Hello...is there anybody out 

there?" 
If you're a Pink Floyd fan, then 

you obviously know those were lyrics 
from the song "Is There Anybody Out 
There," which leads me to bring up 
an interesting question...is there any
body out there? 

For decades there have been 
sightings of UFOs by million? and 
millions of people. 

It is a mystery that only science 
can solve, and yet tire phenomenon 
remains largely unexamined. 

Almost 50 percent of Americans, 
according to recent polls, and mil
lions of people elsewhere in the 
world, believe that UFOs are real. 

The idea of aliens seems a bit far
fetched and unbelievable to the other 
50 percent of people in America, but 
to honestly believe and argue that we 
(meaning all life forms on Earth) are 
the only forms of life in a universe 
that is full of billions of galaxies is, to 
me, extremely egocentric. 

From the arguments of non-
believers such as Dr. Alan Heimlich as 
far back as 1948, to pilots continually 
spotting UFOs in the late 1960s, to 
the start of project blue book, used to 
get the concept of UFO sightings and 
lure them out of newspapers and the 
media by different persuasion tactics, 
to the controversial discoveries at 
Roswell, N.M., UFOs and aliens have 
really caught people's attention. 

We watch movies such as "Signs" 
and "Ihe Forgotten," and think, 
"wow, what a great movie." But is it 
just a movie, or could aliens actually 
exist? 

It seems in movies aliens are por
trayed as having a mean and evil per
sona by chasing away families, 
destroying homes and lives and scar
ing the hell out of people. 

But what has been said about 
aliens and abductions from people 
who claim they've been abducted 
and seen UFOs doesn't really fit in 
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with what we are shown aliens are 
capable of, in movies at least. 

Movies about aliens, unless based 
on true stories, are often over exag
gerated and unrealistic. 

Which could only lead to us, the 
viewers, assuming aliens, UFOs and 
fiction should all be placed under the 
same genre. 

An even bigger influence on this 
concept is the TV program X-Files 
that Fox aired about untold truths 
regarding the UFO phenomena and 
the conspiracies behind them. 

Just another fiction-based tactic 
to make us believe the entire concept 
is based on sensatipnalism. 

Our government is often suspect 
to cover-ups when the issue of UFOs 
and aliens are mentioned. 

Roswell could be the biggest con
spiracy yet, but who knows if we'll 
ever know...but I sure want to. 

When unidentified debris from a 
flying disk consisting of metals never 
Seen or created by mankind were 
found at Roswell in July of 1947, 
most people concluded it was 
enough evidence to believe that it 
was not from this earth. 
I But surprisingly, the very next 
day a press conference was called. 
Soon after, a press release denying 
that any type of flying disk was found 
.explaining that it was only parts of a 
weather balloon, had a lasting effect 
on people. So what to believe? 
; I've come up with my own two 
senses on the topic. In my mind, 
"aliens" exist just as much as you and 
t exist on this earth. 

Who knows, maybe some other 
life form out there is trying to figure 
out if we actually exist or if our traces 
A being are fictitious. 

Not only do I believe aliens exist, 
but in my mind if visits from aliens to 
Earth are happening, and the claims 
people are making <ibout abductions 
are true, then it seems as though they 
are not here to chase families, destroy 
homes and lives and scare the hell 
out of people. 

If I were to conclude why aliens 
are visiting it would be to learn about 
us just as we are attempting to learn 
about them. 

But, from the evidence that has 
been found, I would also conclude 
that these extrateneitrials are a much 
more intelligent life form than us, 
and I have to imagine that their intel
ligence can be billions of years ahead 
of ours, which makes for an even big
ger controversial theory. 

But, the facts are in and scientists 
say that there is no hard evidence 
that aliens exist, and that there is a 
slim chance we'll ever find evidence. 
But to completely rale the idea out 
and put it away and forget about it 
would only lessen the chances of 
knowing if there are other life forms 
out there. 

Most of the reporting on this sub
ject by the mainstream media holds 
those who claim ta have seen UFOs 
up to ridicule. 

Sources who confirm they've 
been abducted or have seen UFOs are 
often criticized on personal levels and 
often called crazy in order to con
clude that in no way could those sit
uations they claim to have experi
enced happened. 

Could that be jut-t another cover-
up of the truth? 

So maybe seeing is believing to 
some, but believing in possibilities 
and having the courage and determi
nation to know the absolute truth, 
even if it rums out that aliens don't 
exist, is a lot more comforting than 
being told what to believe. 

ILLUSTRATION BY RCWKRTO ESTARANETTA 

We don't need no stinking toilets! 
I fell asleep during my 45-

minute lunch break. When I sat-
up off the concrete bench, I saw a 
man standing up against the wall 
as if his mom had punished him, 
and then my eyes focused and I 
realized he was urinating. 

This is what the men's-rest-
room world has come to. While it 
is rumored that women have sofas, 
Jacuzzis and the technology to pri
vatize their social security right in 
the restroom, men's restrooms are 
so bad now that we don't have 
doors, walls, a roof or even a toilet 
to clog. 

While most men's restrooms 
are not as bad as a wall outside 
Stonewood Mall, not one is close 
to being as good as its female 
counterpart. 

Although I've never used The 
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Whitehouse's facilities, I'm pretty 
sure that if George Bush sits on a 
golden toilet, Laura Bush gets to 
fly to Paris every time she has to go 
No. 2. 

I've been in some crappy rest-
rooms, and I somehow manage to 
cope, but the restroom outside AC 
42 in the Liberal Arts building 
finally overflowed me with anger. 

It has no doors in the stalls and 
the clincher is, the room is not 
soundproof. 

So, you can hear everything 
going on in there; all the splash
ing, dropping, and the various 

noises that come from a male rest-
room whose regulars are also only 
a few hundred feet away from Taco 
Bell. 

The room is alio very small, 
about the size of one of the 
women's stalls. 

If there are three occupants, it's 
pretty much violating the fire 
code. It's like being in a closet with 
a horse. 

Is it too much to ask to be able 
to pee and not sttp in another 
man's stall? 

If it is, then whoever it is that is 
in charge should really, for the 
sake of every student, soundproof 
and smell-proof the restroom. 

Or at least put some doors on 
the stalls, before we see men, lin
ing up in Falcon Square, signing 
their names on the concrete. 

L e t t e r t o t h e E d i t o r 
G O O D deserves another 

papers like you've been pulling. I am deeply appalled at your 
newspaper staff. 

You guys all come up with 
weak topics and yet, have a bunch 
of spelling errors on every issue. 

Ihe other schools, even high 
schools, produce way better papers 
than yours. In fact, they don't 
have to do any sleazy advertise
ments of themselves just to get 
readers' attention. 

I pity you all. Even whoever is 
running this staff. 

I hate bigotry and I sense a lot 

of it in your newspapers, especially 
in the editorial page. 

You guys don't even deserve to 
run your newspaper. 

If you guys expect to be suc
cessful at producing a newspaper, I 
suggest either two things: 

1. You do something called 
'team work" and work together 
ahd get a new advisor and get rid 
of those errors, or 

2. You relocate to somewhere 
else, because there's no way you 
can pull off any more crappy 

Jeremy Wood 
jwood02@yahoo.com 

Editor's note 
This is the edited version of this let
ter. The original vei:.;on had four 
spelling errors and werul gram
matical ones. To see the original 
version vMtwww.tulinmarks.com 
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Girls AND Sports by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein 

/ MICHAEL JORDAN \ § 
ONCE SCORED 38 j 
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2 DUDES By Aaron Warner 

A COLLEGE GIRL NAMED JOE By Aaron Warner 

Trig GNS-Y REASQH 
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PWUHH NEXT WEEK. ll<? 

OTHERWISE, 

PROFESSOR*.. 
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wm... 
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m 
/ 

THERE SHGULP&EAUST 
OF EXCUSES PRGV1PEP 
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\ 

R.F.D. 

BOV! WINTER WAS 
PRETTV^006HCN 
TW£ QC 8 ARN, SIM I 

by Mike Marl and 

For a bear, this was a good day. 

T R I V I A T E S T 
Answers online at www.tatonmarks.com 

"I'm so sorry. I forgot your name 

JUST LIKE CATS St DOGS j>y p a v « T. pupps 

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the novel "War and 
Remembrance?" 
2. HISTORY: Who was the 
last Norman king of 
England? 
3. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear 
is represented by the condi
tion called "ailurophobia?" 
4. ANCIENT WORLD: Who 
was Hesiod? 
5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Where did the dance called 
the "samba" originate? 
6. TELEVISION: On the 
original episodes of the chil
dren's TV show "Blue's 

Clues," what was the name 
of the dog Blue's human 
owner? 
7. LANGUAGE: Something 
that is cutaneous relates to 
what? 
8. MYTHOLOGY: According 
to legend, who was King 
Arthur's queen? 
9. GEOGRAPHY: The Faroe 
Islands are a part of which 
nation? 
10. PRESIDENTS: George 
W. Bush's brother Jeb is 
governor of which state? 
(C) 2005 King Features 
Synd., Inc. 
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