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MEChA: protesters’
charges dropped

ALICIA EpQuist & ALl CHAHINE
Community Editor / Staff Writer
" community@talonmarks.com
achohine | @talonmarks.com

The Los Angeles District
Attorney/Bellflower area office has
refused to file a case against three
students who were cited last
October for disturbing the peace
on school grounds after participat-
ing in a protest on the war in Iraq.

Bardo Martinez, Hulmaro
Agustin  and Carlos
apbeared in court on Friday at the
Betlilower Cousthouse and found
out the case against them was
dropped.

The case was dropped because
of a legal obstacle to prosecution,
accotding the Rebecca Noblin,
deputy in charge at the District
Attorney’s office.

Jimenez, math major, said, "It's
gmpowering. [t inotivates us to go
out and Jdo it again. We won't be
scared to do it again.”

The three students went to
look for their names on the board
at the Bellilower Courthouse, but
found it was not there, They next
went to the clerk’s oflice, where
they were sent to the District
Attorney’s office to find that the
D.A. had never filed the case.

The original citation was for
disruptive presence on school
grounds under California Penal

limeneéz’

Countesy oF Rvan Epquist
Qut of court: Hulmaro Agustin, Bardo Martinez and Carlos
Jimenez pose after learning they would not have to appear in court,

Code 626.8 a, It was later amended
10 a lesser ¢harge of disturbing the
peace on schools grounds accord-
ing to California Penal Code 415.5
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Students were cited on Oct. 14,
after student  organization,

M.E.Ch.A,, protested the war in
Trag and other issues. According to
campus police, the students were
detained for disturbing the peace
due to the fact that the protest

made its way through the
Administration Building and
through hallways,

Tor about a month after the
protest, other students began to
protest as well,

“Students were able to show
their feelings and I think we were
justified in our cause for protest-
ing,” Martinez, latin american
studies major, said. *This has seta
precedent for the school and stu-
dents will be more willing to speak
out at school.”

. At first, Martinez felt powerless,
not knowing the laws; however, by
seeking legal advice and looking
up the California penal code in the
college library, he felt more power-
ful with the knowledge that was
researched.

Furthermore, the students now

know where they can and can't

protest on cammpus.

See MEChA page 2

TREE WAY STOP
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Louie Gener, Community Services Officer, directs {raffic along Old
Falcon Way after a tree on the median topples onte northbound
Studebaker Road last Tuesday, disabling nearby traffic lights.

ASCC sponsors
campus-wide fundraiser
to donate money for
victims of tsunami
disaster

LATosHA MARKS, CHRISTINA YU &
ioNa CaritLo
Staft Writers / Opinion Editor
Imarks 1 @taloniarks.com
cyul @taionmurks.com
opinion@tatorparks.com

The Associated Students of
Cerritos College aire holding a
fundraiser to help in the tsunami
disaster that hit soulhern Asia.

With an estimated more than
10,000 dead and mullions of dol-
lars worth of damageﬂ;‘?}. many
fundraisers are being held to help
ease the pain of the Jevastation.

ASCC Chief Justice Vanessa
Grine, began the discussion on
Tsunami Relief at the ASCC court
meeting last Tuesday by mtroduc-
ing the plan.

Throligh. flyefs and ‘word-of
mouth, ASCC hoepes to raise -

money for the relief ¢ifort,

The official start date of the
fundraiser was Jan. 10 and is
expected to continue until Jan. 28.

“We don’t have a specific
amount of money we plan to
receive for the drive. We will just
be happy with any auwiount, Every
penny counts,” siaid Hoily
Bogdanovich, director of Student
Activities. The drive will help sup-
port the victims' needs for food,
clothes and aid,

As far as their ptogress goes,
Holly says, “|They're] domg very
well so far.”

However, Bogdanovich hopes
students will “just throw in a
penny or a dime.” A stated §2,000
dollars can be made if every stu-
dent were to donate one cent.

“This project was a group

See RELIEF page 2
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Collectmg funds: ASCC student senators waste no time in col-

lecting money for the tsunami fundraiser during Welcome Back Day
last Thursday.
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Major tsunami Countries
relief funds Affected:
* Prime Minisier of ¢ United Nations: e India
India Relief Fund Tsunami in South * Indonesia
www. pmindia.nic. Asia s  Maldives
infreliefhtmt WWW,LILOTG e M
. anmar
s  UNICEF Astan o International Y .
¢ Somalia
Earthquake and Comuittee of the Ceut
e Sri Lanka
Tsunamis Red Cross: Asian e Thailand
foergency Earthquake and atlan
www.support.unicef Tsunami '
org : wWwWW.icic.org

Cerritos gets $1.25 million

SUNEM Rivas
Copy Editor '
srivas I @talonmarks.com

Ever get a feeling that your
math instructor is speaking a for-
eign language and doesn’t realize
it? You probably are not ¢lone, and
Cerritos College has beeyy awarded
a $1.25 million grant to look into
ways to fix that.

‘Yhe grant, designed for
Hispanic-serving institutions, was
awarded to the Cerritos College
science, engincering and math
division last Noverber.

The SEM division will receive
payments of  approximately
$253,000 over a five-year period to
be used for the training of Mjl-time
and part-time teachers to help stu-
dents with difficulties in math,
according to Norman fujimoto,
SEM instructional dean.

“Most math teachers ncver had
difficulties in math, or they would-
n't be math teachers,” Fujimoto
said. “We want to train math
teachers to Dbetter understand

where students are coming {rom.”

‘The grant was awarded to CC
in partnership with California
State University Dominguez Hills,
where lower level undergraduates
as well as transfer students, will
benefit from the improved math
TeSOUICes.

Math division deans at both
institutions hope to better prepare
math students and teachers {o be
successful at both the community
college and university level.

Even though the grant is direct-
ed toward Hispanic-serving insti-

{utions, there are no restrictions

for the way it is used, and it is not
limited to the betterment of
Hispanics only.

“Although the program will
help Latinos and ESL students, in
reality the help is for everyone,”
Fujimoto said.

Earlier this week, a group of
select CC committee members met
to discuss plans for the five-year
project.

Some of the ideas thrown out
at the meeting included:

* Possibly hiring Spanish speak-
ing math tutors.

e Training tutors who will be
available in class and after
math class.

* Begin training full-time and

part-time teachers at math 20
(the lowest level) and move up
cach year, implementi'ng what
was learned the year before,

¢ Hiring a web programmer to
create a website for math
instructors to refer to.

* Setting-up seminars and creat-
ing materials for teachers.

* Taking a look at the science
department and  deciding
where it needs monetary aid.
Sally Sestini, chair of the SEM's

mathematics department and proj-
ect leader, said in a college press
release that the grant will provide
“opportunities for the faculty to
develop and employ new instrug-
tion strategies that will increase
success rates among Hispanic stu-
dents in our developmental math-
ematics courses.”
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Speaker visits’
campus for
MLK Day

Davip GoMEez
News Editor
news@talonmarks.com

Cerritos College was host to a
motivational speaker Tuesday to
commemorate the efforts of
Martin Luther King Jr Students
had the opportunity to listen to
Dana La Mon speak In person and
free of charge.

He spoke about the vision that
King Jr. had, and that in contrast,
today's society, in general, doesn't
share the same selflessness,

He stated that society today
asks the wrong questions, and that
instead of responding to a call for
defending freedom by asking
"What happens to me if I do?"
instead, King Jr's view should

_ taken, which is, "What will happen

to them if I don't?"

His speech in observance of
MLK Jr. day left students like
Christian Otivas, political sclence
major, inspired and motivated,

Olivas was inspired by every-
thing La Mon said, but was partic-

+ ularly struck by, the fact that La
Mori is blind,” g e

It shows that anythlng is pos~
sible, against all odds, as long as
you have the vision of what you
want to achieve,” Olivas stated.

La Mon, who has been blind
since age four, has earned the dis-
tinction of World Champjon and
Accredited Speaker  from
Toastmasters International, L

He has presented speeches
throughout the US Including
Honoluly, Hawau. o N

He has also given spe.éches
worldwide, including Panning,
Malaysia and Johanesburg, Africa;
he plans to speak in Indonesia in
May.

La Mon says he was Inspued to
become a motivational speaker by
people who heard him ¢ompete in
speech competitions for
Toastmasters. S

"My blindness] is sort of inspi-
rational in the sense that it helps
people think 'if he can do it, so can
i," La Mon commented.

La Mon will be speaking in
Lancaster in April.. For more
details,  visit  his  Website

- DanalaMon.com, ot emall h1m at

Dana@DanalaMon, com.-, .

Fast Facts: Dana La Mon -

He eamed the distinction of
world Champion in 1992 from
Toastmasters International,

In 1993, Toastmasters award-

ed him the Accredited Speaker
designation.

He earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in mathematics from
Yale University and a law
degree from the University of
Southern Catifornia.

He has been a member of the
California State Bar since 1981,
he began serving as an
Administrative Law judge.

“Unless excellence is the stan-
dard under which you begin a
task, it cannot be the result of
its completion.”

-Dana La Mon, The Souls
Mirror:  Reflections of the
Fullness of Life
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